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Welcome back to our returning students and welcome to our new
enrolments as we begin the 2025 academic school year. I have no
doubt that this year will be another extremely successful year for
our school and community as we continue to focus on creating
opportunities for our students to excel. This year will hold numerous
opportunities for students, both in and out of the classroom. Many
of these events and opportunities are well under way. 

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in our
Swimming Carnival. It was a fantastic day full of school pride at the
Maclean Olympic Swimming Pool. And while Yugaamgan came out
on top for the day, it was great to see so many students
representing their houses in the numerous competitive and novelty
events. We were thrilled to have so many students move on to the
Northern Rivers Zone competition, with Maclean High School
coming out on top with 975 points!

Our Year 7 students have had a great start to life at MHS. This year,
we began the year with a new orientation program, led by Ms
Vadher and supported by Mrs Mawn as Year 7 Year Advisor. Taking
time to orient our new students and explain the expectations of our
school has had a profound impact on how comfortable and
engaged our Year 7 students are. It has been great to see them so
involved in many aspects of our school life already and we look
forward to their upcoming Year 7 Camp! For new parents, I
encourage you to locate our Student Information Handbook on our
school website. You may also like to access our new School
Behaviour Management Plan. This provides information about our
school, our staff and how we support the wellbeing and discipline
needs of our students.

Our SRC induction was held on Tuesday 25th of February. This was
the first of our new assembly format, down on our sports courts.
Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us. I was
immensely proud to welcome the largest SRC cohort in MHS
history, with nearly 10% of the school assuming a leadership
position. To our new SRC members, I encourage you to embrace this
opportunity with enthusiasm and dedication. Work together,
support one another, and always seek to elevate the voices of those
around you. You are not just here to represent yourselves but to
champion the diverse perspectives within our school community.
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James Witchard
Principal
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This year, we will be holding ‘Maclean Celebrates Assemblies’ to focus
on celebrating student achievement. In Week 9 of Terms 1-3, parents
and community will be invited to join us as we meet in Stages (4,5 & 6)
to award students for:

Positive Behaviour
Attendance
School service and leadership.

These assemblies will be a great addition to our school calendar and
an excellent opportunity for us to recognise the outstanding
achievements of our students. Parents of students receiving an award
will receive an invitation in the lead up to these events.

We also held our Year 6 into 7 evening last week. This is an important
step in our transition program for incoming parents to come and
learn about our school. Thank you to the large amount of community
members who attended and learned about our school and what we
offer. Students start their transition visits next week, but we welcome
any additional appointment or tour requests from parents and carers
seeking more information about enrolment.

With lots on the calendar over the coming weeks, including NAPLAN,
Cross Country and assessment weeks for all year groups, it will be a
busy second half of the term. Congratulations to students who are
prioritising their learning and continuing to push themselves to
achieve their personal best.



This year, we kicked off the school year with our
inaugural Year 12 Fire Up Day, designed to bring our
Year 12 cohort together and cultivate motivation and
connection as they embark on their final year of high
school. 

The day featured professional facilitators who led
engaging activities focused on relationship building,
wellbeing, teamwork, and personal values, all aimed at
fostering a successful Year 12 experience and beyond.
Students and staff alike stepped out of their comfort
zones, embracing the challenges presented throughout
the day. The facilitators praised our students for their
respectfulness and engagement, noting what a
pleasure it was to work with such a dedicated group. 

Feedback from students has been overwhelmingly
positive, indicating that the day was not only valuable
but also memorable. We are excited to continue
supporting our fantastic Year 12 cohort as they navigate
their final year of high school study. 

Year 12 Fire Up Day Important
Dates

3 Mar
Year 6 Transition
Day
Work Placement -
Primary Industries

6 Mar
Yr 7 Welcome BBQ

7 Mar
LHUB School Sport
Gymnastics Grafton
PCYC

10 Mar
P&C meeting

10 Mar - 12 Mar
Yr 7 Camp

11 Mar
North Coast
Swimming
Kempsey

12 Mar - 14 Mar
Naplan

20 Mar
School Photos

24 Mar - 25 Mar
Cultural Tours

27 Mar
MHS Celebrations
Assemblies
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Heron Island
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What is the name of a baby turtle? Officially it is a hatchling, but to the Heron Island crew of
2025, they will forever be known as ‘turtlets’. Even the researchers and volunteers agreed
that ‘turtlets’ was by far a better name than hatchling! 
 
The Heron Island excursion took place from the 7th - 14th of February. 35 students and 4
staff took part in a 12 hour bus trip from MHS to Gladstone Harbour, from there the Heron
Islander catamaran was ready to take us a further 2 hours to the University of Queensland’s
- Heron Island Research Station. A few students and one Year Advisor found the Catamaran
too lively. 
 
They enjoyed snorkelling on the reef edge from the boats Anthius and Chromis. The
locations included Heron Bommie, Blue Pools, Pam’s Point and Gorgonia Holes. They
snorkelled around the harbour and out to the wrecked HM Protector before breakfast and
again in the afternoons. 
 
The students saw a variety of incredible marine life, such as grey, white tip and black tip reef
sharks, lemon sharks, sting rays and shovelnose rays. They saw spotted eagle rays jump out
of the water.  
 
They loved seeing the turtlets hatch, emerge from the coraline sand in an eruption and run
down the beach whilst they protected them from silver gull predation. The students got to
see female turtles crawl up the beach to begin laying her eggs. 



Heron Island
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Other highlights included;  
Kirkos infectious enthusiasm. 
A swim on North Beach with a visit from a tiger shark. 
Trips to the resort shop for souvenirs. 
Some students took part in a plankton trawl for the night lesson on plankton and
microscope work on Heron and Yamba sand. 
Marine life poster presentations. 
Games night and music trivia shenanigans. 
The reward gifts. 
The cuts and scrapes that needed betadine and bandaids. 
Survival was also an integral component of the trip with some intense games of
assassin. 

Most of the students agreed that it was really hard to pick their favourite part of the
amazing Heron Island experience because there were too many to count; “We have all
made so many memories together that we will look back on for years to come” and
“this trip is something that I will never forget”. 
This year was another fun and successful educational excursion with all involved
enjoying their time on the island. Thank you to Donna Watts, Anthony Mitchell and
Christopher Kirkland. 

D Hollis
 
 



MHS Swimming Carnival
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On February 12th, 2025, our annual swimming carnival took place at the Maclean
swimming pool, blessed with a sunny day that set the perfect backdrop for a day of
fun and competition. We are thrilled to report that this year's carnival saw an
increase in student participation compared to last year, showcasing the enthusiasm
and spirit of our school community.

Dressed in vibrant house colours, students came together to support their teams,
competing fiercely in races ranging from 50m to 200m across all swimming strokes.
The atmosphere was electric, with both staff and students displaying unwavering
enthusiasm throughout the day, contributing to the carnival's overall success.

A special commendation goes to Freya, who made waves by breaking four school
records! Her remarkable achievements have set a new standard for our swimmers
and inspired many.

In addition to the swimming events, each school house participated in a spirited
house chant competition, with Garidi emerging victorious for the loudest and most
enthusiastic chant.

The novelty events, expertly organised by Mr Obst and Mrs Rossington, were a
highlight of the day, allowing students who may not have trained as swimmers to
still showcase their talents and represent their houses. The 'All in House Scramble'
saw overwhelming participation, adding valuable house points to the day's tally.
We are proud to announce the age champions for this year:

12 years: Indianna & Henry
13 years: Amber & Ziggy 
14 years: Scarlett & Coby 
15 years: Freya & Chase 
16 years: Zahli & Hayden 
17 years+: Zoe & Ky 

The overall winning house for the day was Yugaamgan, with Waandyi in 2nd place,
Garidi in 3rd, and Wuy Wuy in 4th.

A heartfelt thank you to the fantastic attendance from our local families and the
Maclean Manta Rays swim club, whose support was invaluable throughout the day.
Your presence contributed to the carnival's success, making it a memorable event
for all involved.

We look forward to next year's carnival and continued success in the pool!

CHS Organisers- Mr Whiteside & Mrs Adams



MHS Swimming Carnival
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Girls to Grads STEM
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At the start of Term One 15 girls from Years 11 and 12
were given the opportunity to go to Macquarie
University to experience everything the university has
to offer future STEMM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Maths and Medicine) students. The day
started with a small hiccup (some would say medium-
sized hiccup) when our bus broke down at Coffs
Harbour, fortunately it broke down within walking
distance of a café so everyone could get their morning
coffee! The breakdown was greeted with good
humour by students from Maclean, Grafton and
Woolgoolga, and some friendships started to form out
of the shared experience. When we eventually reached
Sydney we were shown to our rooms, the next week
would be spent living like a university student on
campus, including eating the college food which was
surprisingly good! 

Our first day of activities began with the usual
introduction and icebreakers, but we were soon
thrown into the thick of it with our first workshops on
critical skill development and media. Our next
workshops took us to the genetics lab and Macquarie
University’s mock law court. First we used gel
electrophoresis on samples from fish and chips shops
to determine through genetics which type of fish had
been served. Everyone was shocked when it was
revealed that one of the fish and chips shops had been
serving hammerhead shark! We then transitioned to
the law court where some students were given
genetic and other evidence in an animal trafficking
case, which they used to determine who the culprit
was. This information was then given to the students
on the prosecution team to present to the students on
the judging team. The Hon. Judge Farrah gave a firm
but fair judgement! The day continued with a
presentation by Google and an Industry Expo where
presenters from many different industries came to
persuade our students to work for them. The day
ended with the much-anticipated shopping trip to the
Macquarie Centre, with Starbucks as the main
attraction! 



Girls to Grads STEM
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Our second day started with a look at a flight
simulator, and a workshop on using HTML to build a
website. It continued with another workshop where
students attempted to build a hovercraft with the
materials provided, and a LEGO battle bot challenge,
which we definitely won. There was also a scavenger
hunt across campus which was led by the student
ambassadors, a group of university students who were
there to guide and mentor our students and talk to
them about what university life is really like. 

The third and final day of activities kicked off with a
tour of the hearing hub, where students got to make
ear models for hearing aids, and go into an anechoic
chamber (a chamber that is so silent it makes you feel
like your ears are stuffed with wool). Next they got to
experience the medical training labs, where they were
able to wear lead aprons and hazmat suits, perform
CPR on dummies, see cutting-edge technology that is
so new we were not even allowed to take photos, and
try to wash their hands like doctors do. A blacklight
was shone on everyone’s hands to reveal all the
bacteria… let’s just say that everyone will be washing
their hands more thoroughly from now on! 

Our final panels were the ones everyone said were the
most interesting, firstly we had an explanation of
exactly how the process to get into university works,
and then a panel with the Superstars of STEM, four
women who are at the top of their respective fields.
Everyone was extremely inspired after their talk, and I
think even the teachers were considering going back
to university! The day finished off with a weave and
yarn session and an introduction to the MQ speed
racing team, whose purpose-built racing pod has
broken racing records all over the world.  

D. Fisher
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Helpline Numbers/Online Resources

Kids Helpline:     1800 551800   or   www.kidshelp.com.au
Lifeline:     13 1114   or   www.lifeline.org.au
Headspace:     1800 650890   or   www.eheadspace.org.au
Beyond Blue:     1300 224636   or   www.beyondblue.org.au
Reachout:     http://au.reachout.com
Suicide Call Back Service:     1300 659467
Parent Line NSW: 1300 1300 52 or www.parentline.org.au
WayAhead Directory:    http://directory.wayahead.org.au
Mental Health Telephone Access Line:    1800 011511 (operates 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.           
It is staffed by clinicians who can provide advice, make referrals and link callers to
the Mental Health Service in their local health district).
School Counsellors:      Mr Andrew Allen & Ms Naydene Beaver
Wellbeing Health In-Reach Nurse: Ms Phoebe Meneer

education.nsw.gov.au

NSW Department of Education

Everyone
deserves to
feel safe at
school 

Please treat our staff
and students with
kindness and respect

Aggressive behaviour 
will not be tolerated
Together, we can create 
a safe and harmonious 
environment for our 
students and staff

http://www.kidshelp.com.au/
http://www.lifeline.org.au/
http://www.eheadspace.org.au/
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/
http://au.reachout.com/
http://www.parentline.org.au/
http://directory.wayahead.org.au/

