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5 December 2025

Dates for Your Diary

19 Dec - Last School Day for Students
2 Feb 2026 - First School Day for Students

Principal’s Award
2026 School Captains & Vice Captains

Principal’s Message

We celebrated the graduation of our Year 12
student cohort at a special event recently.
The four graduates, their families and staff
reflected on their learning journeys at Lucas
Gardens School and their growth and
development into fine young adults. It was
delightful to honour them with this wonderful
celebration of their time at Lucas Gardens
School. When school concludes for the year,
a new and exciting chapter of their lives
begins, and we wish them every success.
Thank you to the graduation committee for
your considerable efforts to ensure that this
event was such a success.

Our students’ achievements shone brightly
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on our annual Presentation Day, which was a
resounding success! Highlights included
witnessing the pride and joy students
demonstrated as they received awards and
reflected on a year full of wonderful moments.
We were fortunate to have many VIPs in
attendance as well as many student families
and friends. Thank you to all who attended to
celebrate a vyear jam packed with
achievement.

Congratulations Toula, on winning the
Strathfield Network Award for excellence!
Toula is one of our inspiring School Learning
Support Officers who inspires our students
and staff, with her positive attitude and
professionalism. Toula’s consistent
willingness to ‘go the extra mile’ is not only
inspiring, it has a tangible impact on our
results and student-centred approach. This
award recognises and celebrates her
exceptional initiative and unwavering
commitment to achieving team goals.
Additionally, Toula’s efforts and generosity in
organising staff morning teas and events, is
a testament to her care for others and does
not go unnoticed. | know the whole school
community joins me in congratulating Toula
for her dedication to achieving excellence.
Thank you Toula for setting such a high bar
for us all.
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As the year draws to a close, | want to thank
students, staff, families and the community
for their commitment and ongoing support.

Wishing you all a wonderful summer break.

Kind regards

Jenny Zagas

Deputy Principal’s Message

Teachers have been finalising assessments
and end of year student reports. It has been
wonderful to reflect on student progress and
gains across the school. Reports will be sent
home to families in the last week of school.

Our recent open classroom event was an
opportunity for students and teachers to
share learning experiences with

parents/carers who were able to attend.
Thank you to all our parents/carers for your
strong partnership throughout the year.

Aunty Leanne, a Dharug Elder came in to
meet our students and discuss the upgrade
to our Yarning Circle. She spoke with
students and listened to their ideas about
what they would like to see in this space and
shared her knowledge. We look forward to
implementing these changes next year.

Benito has shown incredible potential in the
area of music and recently performed on the
drums at a community event. He continues to
develop his skills across multiple instruments
and is provided with opportunities at school
to further develop this talent.

Benito showcasing achievement

Wendy du Plessis




Primary 3

Aquatics is an activity students really enjoy.
We have been practising entering and exiting
the pool safely, floating on our backs, kicking
with straight legs, blowing bubbles and
playing games.

Massimo enjoying a game in the pool

In English, we have been focussing on poetry
and play, specifically the texts Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Eric
Carle and Last Tree in the City, by Peter
Carnavas. We identified the rhyming words,
practised signing the different colours and
explored how those colours make us feel.

Zoe forming a sentence about
what she can see in Brown Bear

Saige writing a sentence about
what she can see in Brown Bear

We continue our history unit on First
Contacts, looking at the journey of the First
Fleet and the arrival of new settlers. We
explored the life of the bushranger, Ned Kelly
and what it was like to be part of the goldrush.

Isabel panning for gold in the river

Tracey and Kristen

Secondary 11

Another year has gone by and what a busy
year it has been!

Secondary 11 students have worked hard to
achieve in all areas. One note has been their
engagement in literacy and numeracy, where
students have made great progress against
their goals. Well done, everyone!

We were delighted to host parents for open
classroom this term. Students made some
Christmas decorations with parents, who
enjoyed being in class and chatting with staff
and viewing the great work completed by
their child this term.

Juliette welcomes her
mother to open classrooms



We enjoyed farewelling Mariam and Morgan,
our school captain, at the school graduation
event in week 6. It has been a great pleasure
to teach both students this year. We are
incredibly sad to see them go, but excited for
them as they enter life after school. We wish
them all the best for the future.

Morgan and his parents at graduation

We would like to thank parents for their great
support during the year. Your continued
support is an integral and important part of
education, so thank you.

Jen and | wish families all the best for
Christmas and the holidays, and we look
forward to another great year in 2026.

Julia and Jen D

Primary / Secondary 9

As we wrap up another wonderful year of
learning and growth, we want to take a
moment to reflect on all the achievements
and memories that have made this year truly
special.

This term, students explored the effects of
colonisation on Aboriginal people through the
book What’s Your Story, by Rose Gianone in
history, which features the perspectives of a

)

boy from the First Fleet and an Aboriginal girl.
This was followed by reflections on students’
own personal stories. We appreciate parents’
contributions at the Open Classroom.

Rebecca listening to a story about a
fish that travelled across the sea

In food technology, students participated in
preparing healthy snacks to promote healthy
minds and strong bodies. Students selected
a variety of ingredients to add, then
measured and stirred the ingredients
together, which was a great success.

Emmarisa measuring 150g of yoghurt

In science, students deepened their
understanding of the solar system through
hands-on activities. They also engaged in
learning about the cause and features of
landforms by investigating the formation of
Uluru through video, book and hands-on
activities.
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David painting to create planet Mercury

Nobuko and Lisa

Primary 4

It has been a fantastic year in Primary 4, and
all students have made great progress with
their goals for communication, literacy and
numeracy; we look forward to showing you
their work in school reports!

We also focused on the process of washing
our hands carefully, following each step using
visuals.

Johan making fruit kebabs

At open classrooms recently, we showed our
families the work we have been doing in
science. We have been learning about
changes to the Earth’s surface and have
been engaged in experiments to simulate
volcanoes, earthquakes and erosion.
Students made predictions about what would
happen when we put baking soda and
vinegar in, to simulate a volcano.

Archie working hard on his PLSP
communication goal

In PDHPE, we have been learning about how
certain foods keep us healthy and safe, and
how we need good hygiene to ensure we
remain healthy. We focused on how tube
feeds or fruit and vegetables have lots of
vitamins and minerals in them, to help us stay
healthy. We enjoyed making rainbow fruit
kebabs and sharing them with our families.

=

Sophia and Sofia with their mums looking at
images to predict what might happen with
our experiment
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It has been such a pleasure teaching Primary
4 this year. We would like to thank our
families for their support, and we wish all a
very happy and healthy festive season and
holiday.

Jen, Melinda and Angela

Primary 1

Primary 1 have continued to work hard as we
move towards the end of the year. All
students have been making great progress
towards their goals.

In science, students have been learning
about daily and seasonal changes in the
environment. They have been learning about
the path that the sun takes in the sky and
created a paper maché sun, moon and earth
to observe the orbital paths of each. Students
identified some of the changes that occur
with each season, including the activities we
do, the clothing we wear as well as the
environmental changes that occur.

Rick learning about the path of the

sun in the sky

In PDHPE, we have been learning about
healthy habits by exploring hygiene routines
and healthy food choices. Students have
been learning why washing hands is
important and the steps involved in washing
hands properly. They created lunchboxes
using pretend food and sorted symbols of
food into different categories.

Mariam creating a healthy lunchbox

All the students in Primary 1 have made
fantastic progress throughout the year. We
look forward to seeing how much more they
can achieve, as we reach the end of the year.

Sophie, Rita and Sandy

Primary 2

What a fast and busy year it has been. Thank
you to all the parents for being so supportive
and encouraging to your children throughout
the year. Primary 2 have had a great term 4!

This term in history, students explored places
of cultural and personal significance. They
studied Kakadu National Park and examined
the story, The Rainbow Serpent, deepening
their understanding of Indigenous histories
and storytelling traditions. As part of this
learning, the class created their own
collaborative rainbow serpent artworks.
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Yusuf exploring 2D shapes on his eye-gaze

Through the Step-Up program, students built
a range of physical skills, including kicking
balls, using ramps to knock down pins, and
engaging with interactive  colour-light
activities.

Ludovic pushing the ball in Step Up

In mathematics, students developed their
knowledge of 2D shapes by investigating
how various shapes are formed and
exploring their properties in detail. They also
collected data on the 2D shapes found within
the classroom environment and used this
information to create bar charts, applying
their understanding in a practical context.

In music, students explored musical
traditions from around the world. They
listened to and explored all types of music.
They particularly enjoyed African drumming
beats!

Sibeal and Toula

Primary/Secondary 8

It is hard to believe that we are closing in on
the end of another productive year. | would
like to take this opportunity to say thank you
to the parents of Primary/Secondary 8 for
being so supportive throughout the year. We
also hope that you have a safe and relaxing
holiday.

Students have been creative in the
classroom, making chocolate crackles. They
had to measure and stir the ingredients and
enjoyed the whole process. The final product
was excellent!

Harriet stirring the chocolate crackle mixture

Students in Primary/Secondary 8 have also
been examining natural phenomenon in
science, such as earthquakes and
volcanoes. We examined the effect that an
earthquake has and created a volcano in
class.

Lily painting our volcano
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During mathematics lessons, students have
been studying mass and volume. We have
experimented with weighing arms and filling
objects to full, half full and a quarter full.

Jack and Vicki

Secondary 12

2025 has flown by, it is hard to believe we are
in our last 3 weeks of the academic year!

The students have been working hard in
mathematics, focusing on mass and volume.
We learned to use measuring equipment
such as scales and jugs, as well as how to
use units of measurements, such millilitres
and grams.

In science, we have been learning about the
Solar System and the natural world. Students
were very engaged in making a Solar System
model and a working volcano!

Joji identifying planets on our model

In Term 4, we also started our food
technology program. This linked well with our
mathematics units with students using the
knowledge gained to weigh and measure dry
and wet ingredients.

Jibril mixing ingredients in food technology

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Daniel and Josh

Primary / Secondary 7

As we wrap up an incredible school year, our
students have truly blossomed in their
creative and cultural explorations.

In English, students have been immersed in
the world of poetry, studying a variety of
poems and crafting their own original works.
They have had great fun experimenting with
rhyming words, discovering how language
plays with sound to create rhythm and mood.

Mahir carefully sequencing the lines of the
poem we read to understand its flow

In creative arts, our young artists have
journeyed across the globe through the
works of international artists from diverse
backgrounds. They have learned about the
different functions and styles of art in various
cultures. Inspired by these artists, the
students produced their own unique artworks
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that reflect the rich stories and traditions
behind each piece.

Marcus is carefully tracing the work of
another artist to study their techniques and
understand their style

Our music classes have been a vibrant
celebration of global sounds. Students
explored music from around the world,
uncovering diverse cultural rhythms and
styles that broadened their musical horizons.
They also enjoyed discovering how music
shapes the atmosphere in popular movies,
developing an appreciation for the powerful
connection between sound and storytelling.

Christian using a musical harness to help
him keep a steady beat on the drum,
enhancing his rhythm and coordination

It has been a joy to help and watch the
students of primary/secondary 7 develop and
grow this year. We look forward to seeing
them continue their journey of learning and
discovery in 2026!

Allison, Sheila and Marii
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Primary 5

What an amazing year it has been for
Primary 5! They have all demonstrated
astonishing growth academically, physically
and emotionally. All students have worked
extremely hard and achieved many goals, in
all learning areas, throughout the year.
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Mahdi achieving his physiotherapy PLSP
goal by walking upstairs using alternating
steps

For science, they investigated the
relationship between the Earth and the sun,
learning how this connection causes day and
night, the changing seasons, and the phases
of the moon, as well as how these factors
influence the Earth's surface over time.

Rhythm engaging with models of the sun,
Earth and moon to learn about the moon
cycle

For creative arts, students explored the work
of international artists from diverse
backgrounds including Pakistan, Vietnam
and India. Also, throughout Semester 2, they




engaged enthusiastically in music lessons
and the Rhythm Village music program. They
explored a range of instruments, developed
their understanding of musical elements,
such as volume, pitch, and beat, and
expressed themselves creatively.

Ethan learning about pitch using a digital
piano

It has been a wonderful experience and
privilege to learn and grow with these
amazing students and we all look forward to
what they will continue to do in the future. We
hope everyone has a fun and safe holiday.

Paul, Anna and Braylee

Primary 6

We cannot believe 2025 is coming to an end!
This year has been fantastic for all students,
achieving goals and growing our knowledge
and skills through learning.

In  mathematics, students have been
exploring the different ways numbers can be
represented. Our class has been engaging in
hands-on, paper-based activites and
experimenting with a variety of tactile objects.
Students have been using different writing
tools, manipulatives and classroom materials
to record and represent numbers in multiple
forms, such as drawings, symbols, written
numerals, and classroom items as they

investigate how a single number can be
shown in many ways.

Farha exploring different ways numbers
1-5 can be represented in images

Primary 6 have worked hard all year on their
PLSP goals, attaining and developing skills
in communication, regulation, and functional
movement. Many of our students began the
year exploring a range of communication
devices to further broaden their speech and
language. As we wrap up the year, we can
see how the use of these devices has helped
students build key words and vocabulary,
increasing their confidence and
independence when expressing their needs,
ideas, and feelings.

Chase using Proloquo2Go to
communicate what he sees in his puzzle

Dennis and Bree
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Secondary 10

This term, our class continued to explore a
range of exciting topics, including
measurement, poetry, art, and healthy
eating. Students have been enthusiastic
learners, applying new skills in both creative
and practical ways. It is wonderful to see their
confidence grow as they engage with
different subjects.

Our ongoing art program partnership with
Concord High has been a highlight. In Week
6, students had a fantastic time making tie-
dye T-shirts. This activity provided a great
opportunity  for  collaboration, allowing
everyone to express their creativity while
designing their own unique shirts.

Archie enjoying the tie-dye activity

Every week, we have continued cooking
together, focusing on fun and healthy meals.
So far, the class has prepared delicious
dishes such as pizza, nachos, and damper.
These cooking sessions not only teach
practical skills, they also promote teamwork
and healthy lifestyle choices.

Areeqa mixing ingredients to make damper

Billy, Mitch and Zenab






