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20 March 2026

Dates for Your Diary

2 April — Last Day of Term 1
22 April — First Day of Term 2 for Students
27 April — ANZAC Public Holiday

Principal’s Award

Lily for using her communication device

Principal’s Message

As the term draws to a close, | would like to
thank all the amazing staff who have worked
tirelessly throughout the term to establish
positive relationships with their new classes,
implement structured routines and develop
personalised and adjusted programs to
support all students.

Currently, personalised learning and support
plans are being finalised, in collaboration with
staff and parents/carers.

Our 2025 Annual Report has now been
published, and | invite all parents/carers to
take the time to read it and celebrate with us,
the outstanding achievements of 2025
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Health and safety remain a top priority at
Lucas Gardens School. As part of our
ongoing commitment, we regularly conduct
evacuation and emergency procedure drills
to refine, test and streamline our processes.
Staff are well versed and confident in
responding  effectively, should these
procedures be required.

Our cross-school partnerships will continue in
2026 with a focus on sport with Strathfield
South Public School and visual arts and
STEM with Concord High School.

Last week we welcomed Ryka Ali who
performed his Aboriginal cultural program.
His presentation was an engaging show
focusing on music, art and storytelling.
Students participated and thoroughly
enjoyed this cultural experience.

Our parent/carer morning held last week was
very successful. Thank you, Pauline,
President of the P&C, for your ongoing work
and commitment. Next week, parents/carers
will be wrapping Easter baskets to distribute
to raffle winners during our Easter Parade. If
you would like to become an active member
of the P&C and support Pauline with the
many events she organises, to enhance
resources for our school, please feel free to
reach out.

Today, our school proudly celebrated
Harmony Day, a day that recognises and
values the cultural diversity that makes our
community stronger. Harmony Day reminds
us that everyone belongs, regardless of
where they come from, the language they
speak, or the traditions they follow. Students
and staff participated in activities together,
showing our commitment to respect,
This was a

inclusion and understanding.
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wonderful opportunity to appreciate the many
cultures represented in our school and to
learn from one another.

| wish all our students, staff and families a
restful autumn break. To those in our
community celebrating Easter, | wish you a
happy Easter.

Great learning for our students resumes on
Wednesday 22nd April.

P&C Morning Tea

Kind regards
Jenny Zagas

Newsletter Notifications - School Bytes

Our newsletter is now available to read on the
School Bytes App, as well as on our website. To
receive notifications on School Bytes, please
ensure that your notifications are switched ‘on’.

Deputy Principal’s Message

Our cross-school partnership with Concord
High School has recommenced and we are
pleased to welcome a new cohort of students
who will support the development of our
students’ potential through engaging visual
arts and STEM activities. Cross-school
partnerships provide valuable opportunities
for our students to interact and build
meaningful connections with peers from
other schools. We look forward to continuing
to strengthen and expand these partnerships
throughout the year.
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Thank you to the many parents/carers who
recently attended Personalised Learning and
Support Plan (PLSP) meetings and
collaborated with staff in the development of
student goals. Teachers have also
established individual literacy and numeracy
goals for each student. This year, our whole-
school focus will be on Listening, Interacting
and Speaking and Counting Processes.
Teachers will be implementing explicit
teaching strategies to support the
development of these skills and will continue
to share student progress  with
parents/carers.

Congratulations to the many students who
achieved 100% attendance as of the end of
Week 8, Term 1. We recognise the strong link
between consistent attendance and positive
learning outcomes and commend these
students for their commitment to their
learning.

Wendy du Plessis

Primary/Secondary 6

Our students have settled into life in
Primary/Secondary 6 and are enjoying being
challenged in their academic tasks. Students
are also enjoying swimming which began in
Week 6.

Our science lessons involve examining
various systems within the human body.
Students have engaged with electronic, print
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and hands on materials to learn about these
systems.

Ryle making the nervous system

Our class has been very enthusiastic about
our aquatics time in our heated pool.
Students are showing more confidence as
they move about in the water.

Jack and Angela

Primary 1

Students in Primary 1 have been working
hard this term and have made great progress
toward their goals.

In creative arts, we are exploring urban artists
as this ties into our other units of community
and culture in geography and English.
Students looked at the artworks of the Faile
street artists and observed the spray-painted
style of works. We created our own version of
this in class by making spray paintings using
a spray bottle and stencils on paper.

Students continued to learn about urban
artists by appreciating the works of Keith
Haring and observing his use of colour and
bold lines to portray movement. Students
painted brightly coloured backgrounds, used
collage to add figures and bold, black texta to
indicate movement.
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Anastasia using a spray bottle
to create a spray painting

Adem creating a Keith
Haring inspired artwork

We commenced aquatics for this year and
students are enjoying swimming. They are
learning to use tools available to improve
their swim skills. With the use of kickboards,
floats and the pool railing, students are
learning to kick, paddle and float in the pool.

Rick using a kickboard in the pool

We are looking forward to the year ahead and
to witnessing how much all the students in
Primary 1 will achieve.

Sophie and Marii
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Primary 3

In science, students have been exploring the
five senses and learning how we use them to
understand the world around us. They
discussed the role of sight, hearing, smell,
taste and touch and practised building
sentences to describe what each sense helps
us do. Students also recreated the senses
through art-making activities and used their
senses in simple practical experiments,
helping them observe, describe and reflect
on their experiences. It has been exciting to
see their curiosity grow as they discover how
their bodies help them explore their
environment.

In visual arts, Primary 3 students have been
exploring the vibrant style of Keith Haring.
They studied his bold lines, energetic figures,
and playful patterns, then experimented with
creating their own artworks inspired by his
approach. Using a range of techniques
including painting, tracing, and mimicking
body shapes, students discovered how
movement and simple forms can be used to
tell a story through art.

Mariam adding colour to the
figures after tracing her classmates
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Rhythm creating an eye with paint

Dennis and Vicki

Secondary 8

In geography, students have been exploring
what makes places good or challenging to
live in, as well as how people feel connected
to and belong in these places. As part of their
learning, students took a walk around our
school's sensory garden to deepen their
understanding of belonging and connection
within our school community. We also
discussed how students feel about other
spaces around the school that they enjoy
spending time in, and why.

Rebecca enjoying exploring
the sensory garden
In creative arts, students have been learning

about Banksy, a famous street artist, known
for his bold and thought-provoking artworks.
Students looked closely at his artwork to
understand what messages he shares
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through his art. Students also practised spray
paint techniques, such as using and blending
different coloured water, to create their own
graffiti-style designs. Students learnt how
artists use their art to share their thoughts
and feelings.

Leonor counting how many

In science this term, students have been
learning about the human body; how our
bodies are made for survival and how body
systems are used and kept healthy. Students
enjoyed outlining the shape of the body and
labelling the skeleton and nervous system.

David experimenting with Banksy’s art by
using spray paint techniques

Nobuko and Lisa

Primary 5

Primary 5 have been working very hard in
class and all students have new literacy,
numeracy and PLSP goals established.

In mathematics this term, students have been
exploring concepts related to time, including
labelling the correct date and day and
knowing when we engage in key activities
such as playtime, mealtime, and home time!
We are also working on recognising whole

number and counting processes, with a focus Kai labelling the class skeleton
on identifying how many in small and large
groups of objects.

Students have really enjoyed the return to
aquatics this term and have been practising
moving through the water by kicking, pushing
off, returning to the side, or holding onto the
edge of the pool. It has been such a busy
term, and we look forward to sharing more
news of our adventures in Term 2. Wishing
all families a very restful and happy holiday.




Massimo practised moving to the
edge of the pool in aquatics

Jen, Melinda and Kristen

Secondary 9

Secondary 9 have kept very busy this term.
We had our first swim of the year and
students were thrilled to be in the water. We
practised floating and kicking and discussed
water safety. We are looking forward to more
time in the pool!

Mahir practising his kicking skills

Students have been working very hard on
literacy. Each week we focus on two letters,
with an emphasis on phonics. The hands-on
activities are very popular, where students
search for the letters of the week. We also
sort different words based on their starting
sound.

Yohan and Christian
searching for our letter of the week

In  mathematics, we are working on
representing comparing and ordering
numbers. Our latest focus has been
understanding number lines.

Daniel and Jen

Secondary 10

In English this term, Secondary 10 students
have been exploring short, animated films
including Piper, Bao, Lou, Snack Attack and
The Present. Through these stories, students
discussed ideas about home, friendship,
helping others and being part of a
community. The films were watched in short
sections so students could focus on the
characters, emotions and events in the story.

A key focus this term has been developing
early writing skills using predictable sentence
charts. These charts use simple repeated
sentences based on scenes from the
animations. Students practise interacting
with the sentences by choosing pictures,
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pointing to words, or using their
communication devices. This repetition helps
students begin to recognise how sentences
work and supports their early reading and
writing development.

Eleanor and Harriet engaging with the
predictable writing chart as they build early
sentence and communication skills

In visual arts this term, students have been
exploring urban art techniques inspired by
artists such as Lady Pink, Banksy and Keith
Haring. A key focus has been learning
different art techniques and following simple
step-by-step actions to recreate them.
Students experimented with bold mark
making, stencilling and textured rolling while
exploring colour, movement and texture.

Harriet following a step-by-step
sequence to use a stencil and create artwork

Connor and Bree

Primary 2

It has been a busy Term 1. Students have
been hard at work and have settled into
school well!

In mathematics, students have been working
hard learning about money and time. They
are learning to recognise different Australian
notes and coins and have been exploring the
clock and how we use timetables and time to
organise our day!

Adam exploring the
clock and timetables




Cherise looking at
different Australian notes

Students are exploring the story, Where the
Wild Things Are, by Maurice Sendak, in
English. We explored the different emotions
in the story and learned about the characters!
Students even created their own wild things.
Primary 2 have also been exploring different
letters and learning about the sounds the
letters make!

Lilyanna labelling different emotions
in the story Where the Wild Things Are

In geography, the class has been exploring
different environments that they belong to.
Students have been exploring homes and
different types of homes in particular!
Students have been labelling homes and
creating their own.
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Lilyana and Charlotte exploring homes

Sibeal and Toula

Primary 4

Students in Primary 4 have been studying the
human body in science. They have
participated in practical activites and
experiments to learn about how parts of our
bodies help us sense the environment
around us. Students learned about the five
senses and investigated how organs, such as
the eyes, ears, and skin help us gather
information from our environment. They have
also been investigating different body
systems, including the circulatory, respiratory
and digestive systems and how these
systems work together to keep us healthy.
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Johan making a poster of the human body

In visual arts, students have been learning
about contemporary urban art. They have
explored different materials, techniques and
technologies to create artworks inspired by
the distinctive styles of Keith Haring and
Banksy. We are looking forward to more fun
and engaging learning  experiences
throughout the rest of this term.

Sophia creating graffiti inspired
artwork using her eye-gaze device

Allison, Sheila and Zenab

Primary/ Secondary 7

Students in Primary/Secondary 7 are
enthusiastically exploring the Urban Identity
and Culture unit in visual arts. Students are
actively developing skills in mark making,
interpreting symbols  and numbers,

experimenting with texture and movement
and collaborating on art projects. Their work
is inspired by vibrant street art and the
thought-provoking creations of contemporary

artist Banksy, fostering creativity and a
deeper understanding of urban culture.

Marta creating art inspired by Banksy

The aquatics program has started and
students have enjoyed being in the water!
They are developing important skills, such as
supported floating and sea weeding, which
help build their confidence and comfort in the
aquatic environment. These activities not
only enhance their water safety and physical
abilities, they also provide a fun and
engaging way to connect with their peers. It
is fantastic to see the enthusiasm and
progress students are making during each
session.

Cara enjoying her supported floating

We are learning to recognise, count, read,
represent, compare and order whole
numbers through hands-on activities in the
classroom. We use games and objects to
help students build practical skills and ensure
engagement throughout our mathematics
lessons.
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Archie looking at how we represent numbers

Julia, Sheila and Laura

Secondary 11

Secondary 11 have continued their hard work
throughout the term, making great progress
across a range of subjects including science,
mathematics, art, geography, and English.

In  mathematics, students have been
developing skills in recognising, counting,
reading, representing, comparing and
ordering whole numbers through engaging,
hands-on activities. Meanwhile in science,
we have deepened our study of the human
body, focusing in greater detail on the
digestive system and the important functions
it performs.

Maggie completing a
number representation activity

We are also very excited about our upcoming
class excursion to Concord Library, which

ties in perfectly with our recent geography
and English units centred on home,
community and our local area.

Creativity has been thriving as students have
been actively involved in a range of art
projects, including a mask-making workshop
in collaboration with Concord High. This
partnership has provided a wonderful
opportunity for students to socialise, learn
from each other and express their creativity.

Marcus using newspaper to complete
his propaganda poster during art

Mitch, Billy, Sandy and Bella

Secondary 12

This Term, Secondary 12 have continued to
work diligently, demonstrating outstanding
improvement and growth in all learning
areas.

In PDHPE, students have been engaging in
various weekly physical activities for
example, using the gym equipment and
participating in aquatic sessions. They have
also been exploring how to look after
themselves and the community such as,
respecting other people’s personal space,
cleaning and packing up after themselves
and understanding who can help us in
various situations.
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Joji learning about personal space

In mathematics, students have been working
on numbers and counting processes.
Students have been learning to count in 2’s,
3’s, 5’s and 10’s and are also working on
subitising, which is recognising how many
objects there are in a group without counting
each individual item. They have also been
working on counting in 10’s and unit blocks,
as well as addition and subtraction.

Ethan learning to order numbers 1-30

Students have all shown amazing progress,
and we look forward to what they will do in
the future.

Paul and Josh




