7 August 2026

Dates for Your Diary

28 August - Book Week Costume
26/8 -17/9 Formal Reviews
3 September - P&C Morning Tea

Principal’s Award

Asinet for her friendly attitude
and positive interaction with others

Principal’s Message

Thank you to all the families and friends who
attended our Open Day to celebrate Public
Education Week 2026 and this year's theme,
Inspiring Excellence.

Your presence, encouragement, and support
made the day truly special. It was wonderful
to share our students' learning,
achievements and the strong sense of
community that makes our school such a
great place to learn and grow. Thank you for
celebrating with us and for your continued
support of public education.

Last Saturday, Wendy and | had the pleasure
of attending the Rotary Club of Five Dock
Ferragosto Dinner. Once again, the evening
raised funds to support our school.
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We are incredibly grateful for the Rotary
Club's ongoing generosity and commitment
to our students. The funds raised will help us
purchase a Race Runner, providing more
students with opportunities to experience
greater  mobility, independence and
participation in physical activities. Thank you
to everyone who contributed to making the
evening such a success and for your
continued support of our school community.

During this term, we will be holding formal
student reviews. These meetings provide an
important opportunity to discuss your child's
progress, learning goals and eligibility for
future programs and supports.

| encourage all parents and carers to
participate, either by attending in person or
via a phone meeting. Your involvement is
invaluable in supporting your child's learning,
and these conversations help strengthen the
partnership between home and school.

Parent/Carer
Vehicle Arrival Times in School Carpark

‘Before 8:15am H No vehicle arrivals in carpark |

From8:15am |  All vehicle arrivals |

‘From 2:15 pm H Parent/Carer vehicle arrivals |
2:25 - 2:35 pm

H Parent/Carer pick-up |

Each day, during peak times for student drop
off and collection, we need to ensure that our
school buses can access the carpark safely
and that congestion with other vehicles is
minimised. As such, please adhere to the
above parent/carer vehicle carpark arrival
times. As outlined, do not arrive in the
carpark by car prior to 8:15am and do not
arrive to collect your child by car earlier than
the gate opening time of 2:15pm. This
assists other carpark users, including
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other site visitors and helps the general
carpark traffic flow, whilst facilitating access
by emergency vehicles, if required.

Should your child have an appointment that
requires a pickup prior to the end of the
school day, please record this in their
communication book and ensure it is outside
of break times to minimise disruptions to
school operations.

Kind regards

Jenny Zagas

Congratulations Cynthia
Social Inclusion Award Winner

Cynthia has been a tireless volunteer in our
school library and classrooms for many
years. To honour and recognise her
dedicated service, we nominated her for the
Canada Bay Council Social Inclusion Award.

Cynthia, her son, Martin and our Deputy
Principal, Wendy, attended the ceremony on
18 June at Canada Bay Council. We are
delighted to report that Cynthia won this
award, which was presented by the Mayor,
Michael Megna. Below is the citation, which
describes the impact that Cynthia has made
serving our students and school community.

Lucas Gardens School provides high quality
educational programs for students with a
range of complex learning and support
needs. Many students present with multiple
disabilities, including moderate to severe
intellectual disabilities, physical disabilities,
sensory impairments and complex medial
needs.

Over the last fifteen years, Cynthia has
volunteered in our school library on a weekly
basis, Cynthia’s impact has been evident as
she assists students to borrow books and

develop a love of reading, whilst promoting
literacy, inclusion and student wellbeing. Her
contribution in supporting an equitable
learning environment, where all students can
thrive regardless of their background and
abilities, is a testament to her commitment to
our school vision that values diversity and
inclusion. Cynthia actively engages and
accommodates the needs of our students in
a manner that makes them feel valued and
heard.

Cynthia has a calm and considered
demeanour that models self-regulation to
students as she moves seamlessly around
classrooms, developing strong rapports with
both staff and students.

Cynthia’s sustained generosity of her time,
actions and heartfelt support, has made a
real difference to our students and her impact
is felt long after the work is done and she has
left for the day.
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Deputy Principal’s Report

We recently celebrated our amazing
Principal, Jenny Zagas, on National
Principal’s Day. Students, staff and
parents/carers  highly  value Jenny’s
outstanding leadership of the school. Staff
presented her with a bespoke artwork, whilst
the P&C opted for a beautiful bouquet of
flowers.

A huge congratulations to Joji, Ashan and
Benito who competed in the North Sydney
Athletics Championships in the 100 metres
and shot-put events. They performed
exceptionally well and proudly represented
Lucas Gardens School at the event.

Joji, Benito and Ashan at North Sydney
Athletics Championships

As part of our High Potential and Gifted
Education (HPGE) initiatives, we are
delighted to have formed a new cross-school
partnership with MLC school, providing
students with opportunities to participate in
shared games and activities, develop social
skills and foster friendships and connections
with peers from another school community.

We will soon be conducting formal review
and parent/carer teacher meetings and
encourage all parents/carers to participate,
where possible. This will be an opportunity to
assess the appropriateness of placement
and supports for students and to collaborate
on ways we can continue to support each
student’s learning and development.

Wendy du Plessis



Primary 3

Welcome back to school Primary 3. Term 3
has been exciting and we have been diving
deep into our focus text, Grandpa and
Thomas and the Green Umbrella. In English,
students have worked on identifying themes
of the story, as well as the title, characters,
and author. We have also placed emphasis
on sequencing events in the story using
visuals and written lists.

Jaden exploring cylindrical

Students have continued developing their objects in our classroom

descriptive writing skills, creating a range of
narratives, recounts and listing features of

their favourite characters. Dennis and Vicki

Primary/Secondary 7

Welcome to Term 3. It is guaranteed to be a
busy term for our students who are hard at
work exploring new topics across all subjects.

Students in Primary/Secondary 7 are working
hard on their mobility and movement skills
i STIRs0 each week. They are developing their skills
W‘;‘dj "i‘\‘"\‘““"i‘_ on a variety of equipment or enjoying time
r— : outdoors using trikes and the liberty swing.
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Saige detailing the physical i ' &
characteristics of underwater creatures

In mathematics, Primary 3 have been busy
exploring three-dimensional shapes. Our
class identified what these shapes are, what
they look like and where they can be found in
the world around us. Students have been
engaged and enjoying identifying a range of
these shapes in their classroom, lunchboxes,
playground, and stationery tubs.

Harry enjoying riding the adapted trike

In history this term, students are studying
migration experiences to Australia and
learning about countries in Asia. Students
have used maps and a globe of the world to
locate Asia and have begun exploring the
culture of countries in Asia. They have also




identified that their own families, with many
being part of the migration experience in
Australia. Students created flags identifying
countries in the world where Primary
Secondary 7 have come from.

Cara creating a flag in a history lesson

Julia, Sheila and Laura

Primary 2
Welcome back to Term 3.

It has been a busy and exciting start to the
term, with students enthusiastically engaging
in new learning across all subject areas.

In English, we are exploring texts from
different countries and cultures. One of our
focus stories this term is, Handa's Surprise.
Students have been engaged in discussing
the story, writing sentences about the
characters and events and learning about the
different fruits and animals featured
throughout the book.

Charlotte and Adam engaging
with the text Handa’s Surprise

In music, students are exploring music from
cultures around the world. They have
enjoyed participating in the interactive
lessons and discovering the many fascinating
instruments that our music teacher, Pat,
brings each week.

Cherise and Lilyana playing the drums

In mathematics, our focus this term is on 2D
shapes and patterns. Students have been
investigating the properties of different 2D
shapes and used them to create a variety of
patterns. Students especially enjoyed getting
creative when using paint and foam to design
colourful shape patterns.
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Adam exploring using paint
to create patterns

Sibeal and Toula

Primary Secondary 6

Welcome to Term 3. All students have been
working hard this term.

In science lessons, students have been
studying energy in its different forms. We
have created circuits to light up a bulb and
power a fan. Students engaged in creating a
circuit and removing a clip to break the circuit.

Elise creating a
circuit to power a fan

In English, students have been examining
digraphs and how they work together to form
sounds. We have been working on a variety
of digraphs, using beginning sounds to create
words.

Ryle working on creating words
using a starting digraph

Jack and Angela

Primary 5

It has been a great term so far for our
students. We have been engaged in many
fun learning activities including fun with
families for Education Week.

In English this term, we have been exploring
characters within texts, with a royal theme.
We started with the story, The Water
Princess by Susan Verde. We thought about
what the character is like and engaged in
some role play, carrying water just like she
did! We also created some artwork based on
her image.

Massimo practised acting like The Water
Princess from our story
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Leonor coloured her own
artwork of The Water Princess

In mathematics this term, we have been
exploring length and data. We have been
sorting and ordering objects according to
height or length and have begun using
informal and formal measurements to
compare. In data, we started with sorting
objects according to different attributes,
making simple data charts to show how many
of each we found. Students chose how they
would sort the objects, e.g. by colour, length,
size, texture and then found which objects
were most or least common.

Zoe and Kai sorting objects by colour

We look forward to sharing many more of our
learning adventures with you as the term
progresses.

Jen, Melinda and Kristen

Secondary 9

Welcome back Secondary 9. We have had a
busy and fun filled start to Term 3 learning
new things and working hard towards our
PLSP, literacy and numeracy goals.

This term in mathematics, we have been
focusing on measurement. Students began
by distinguishing between short and long,
before moving to using informal units of
measurement. They had lots of fun
measuring their hands and feet with objects
such as paperclips, counters and blocks. This
is a great exercise to practise measuring and
comparing lengths. Next, we will move onto
measuring our heights and wingspans and
comparing them with our classmates!

Mahir using informal
units to measure his hand

In history, we have been exploring the rich
culture and history of Asian countries such as
China, Vietnam, India and the Philippines.
Students have enjoyed learning about these
cultures, their foods and celebrations. We
had fun making artworks to express each
culture, such as Chinese New Year Rattle
drums.
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Alicia trying her Chinese rattle drum

Well done students on a positive start to the
Term.

Daniel and Jen

Secondary 10

In visual arts, students have been exploring
the work of Vincent Namatjira, discovering
his beautiful connection to landscape and
colour. In small groups, students are
collaborating on a shared canvas project
where they are experimenting with different
materials and paint techniques. This project
is wonderful for building communication skills
and encouraging turn-taking, as students
work together. Each voice in the group
contributes to creating something unique!

Antonia and Eleanor creating wonderful work
through painting and ChooseltMaker

In mathematics, we are currently exploring
measurement in practical, hands-on ways.
Students are discovering informal units of
measurement by measuring their own hands
and feet. This everyday approach helps
students understand that measurement is
relevant to their own bodies and the world.
They are building confidence with comparing
sizes and understanding relative
measurement concepts.

Harriet measuring her
feet using informal units

In English, we have been enjoying the classic
story of, The Lion and the Mouse. Students
are engaging with the story through multiple
modes of communication - using switches,
ChooseltMaker activities and their own
communication devices to participate fully.
Our focus is on supporting students to
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express what has happened in the story and
to understand cause and effect. Every
student has a voice in our storytelling!

Lily identifying who is in the story while
reading The Lion and the Mouse

We are so proud of the engagement,
collaboration, and learning happening in
Secondary 10.

Connor and Bree

Secondary 8

Welcome back secondary 8. It has been a
busy and exciting start to the term 3.
Secondary 8 students are exploring the
works of Aboriginal artist and Archibald Prize
winner Vincent Namatjira, in their art lessons.
They have discovered how Vincent
expresses identity and culture through bold,
vibrant colours and compelling storytelling.
After studying his artworks, students

experimented with mixed media on canvas to
recreate his unique style in their own creative
ways.

David and Hasna working on their artwork

In history, students have been learning about
Asian countries, starting with Chinese
culture. They explored traditional customs,
significant celebrations and developed a
deeper understanding of the connections
between China and Australia.

Emmarisa identifying the flag of China

Nobuko and Lisa



Secondary 11

Secondary 11 have been enthusiastic
participants this term, as we begin the
second half of the school year. We have
plenty of exciting learning opportunities and
events ahead. Our learning focuses include
measurement in mathematics, Aladdin in
literacy, energy in science and Asia in history.
We are also very pleased to continue our
wonderful collaboration with Concord High.

Archie and his Concord High buddy
In history, students have been exploring designing his hot air balloon
countries across Asia, including the

Philippines, China, Japan and Vietnam. They . .

have been learning about each country’s flag, Billy, Mitch, Sandy and Bella
location on the map, and interesting facts

about its people and culture.
Primary 4

Primary 4 have settled into Term 3
beautifully, full of smiles, hard work, and
plenty of exciting moments to celebrate.

This term in science, students became Heat
Detectives, investigating how heat moves by
conduction, convection and radiation. Using
thermometers, they tested a variety of
materials to discover which absorbed or
reflected heat, gaining hands-on experience
and a deeper understanding of how heat
affects our everyday lives.

Marcus locating different
countries on the map of Asia

We have also begun an exciting art project
with  Concord High. Students will work
alongside their buddy to design and create
colourful paper-maché hot air balloons. This
week, students participated in a design brief
and sketched their ideas with their Concord
High buddies. We are excited to watch their
creative ideas come to life!

Johan feeling the cold ice pack
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This term in mathematics, students explored A
3D shapes, discovering that cubes have

square sides and cones have a pointy end, a J
bit like a triangle. Through hands-on

activities, songs and games, students found

and felt different 3D objects, learning to

describe their shapes and recognise how

they exist all around us in everyday life.

Raafi using a black board and chalk

In English, Primary 1 have been reading
Fatou Fetch the Water, by Neil Giriffiths.
Students are exploring the themes of diverse
experiences and literature from other
countries, giving students the opportunity to
meet characters whose lives and worlds are
different from their own. They have been
learning about the culture of Gambia through
hands on learning experiences involving
music, tactile materials and cultural artefacts
to bring the stories to life.

Sophia identifying 3D shapes

Allison, Sheila and Zenab

Primary 1

We have had a busy start to the term and
students have been working hard to make
progress towards their goals.

In history, students explored family life and

how things have changed over time. They are Rick writing a sentence about what he can
learning about how games, food, clothing, see in the book, Fatou Fetch the Water
communication methods and music have

changed through generations. Students will We are excited to see students continue to
explore family traditions and how families learn and grow over the course of the term.
celebrate events, depending on their

background. They will also explore how life

was different for Aboriginal families and how Sophie and Marii

they celebrate traditions.
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Secondary 12

Welcome back to Term 3. Students in
Secondary 12 quickly settled back into their
routines and have been excited to continue
their learning.

We had a wonderful start to the term as we
celebrated Education Week. It was lovely to
welcome parents into our classroom and give
them the opportunity to see the amazing
learning and activities students have been
working on. Students were very proud to
share their achievements with their families.

Benito practising drums in preparation for
his Education Week performance

This term in mathematics, students are
learning about length and area. So far, they
have been developing their understanding of
measurement by measuring a range of
different objects using both informal and
formal methods.

Students have enjoyed using their hand
spans and rulers to measure objects and
compare their lengths. They have also been
practising how to arrange objects from
shortest to longest and shortest to tallest.

Joji using a ruler to practise measuring
objects in centimetres

In English, students have been exploring
texts from a variety of cultures. They have
been reading and viewing stories, discussing
characters and events and developing
comprehension skills.

Students have been exploring the stories
Aladdin and Little Red Riding Hood. They
have been writing about the texts and
answering questions to demonstrate their
understanding.

All students have made an amazing start to
Term 3 and have already demonstrated great
enthusiasm and progress in their learning.
We are very proud of their efforts and look
forward to seeing all they will achieve during
the remainder of the term.

Paul and Josh
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Public Education Open Day
Inspiring Excellence




SCHOOL ZONE OFFENCES

WHAT ARE YOU RISKING?#

FACT

NO PARKING

You have two minutes to drop—off or
pick-up passangaers and must stay
within thras matras of your vahicdla.

MOBILE PHONES

Extra finas apply for using a mobila
phona in a school zons.

PEMALTY
ENCEEDS
§562
- W

NO STOPPING

You must not stop on a langth

of road to which a "No Stopping”
sign applias {(unlass otharwisa
signpostad).

Yallow adgs kerk linas ara also
usad to indicate no stopping zones.
Drivars must not stop or park
within 10 matras of an intarsaction
without traffic lights and 20 matras
of an intersaction with traffic lights
{unlass otherwise signposted).

PEMALTY

$423

<+ Z | DEMERIT
POINTS

SPEED LIMIT

Within school zonas and during
school zona timas, tha spaad
limit iz raducsd to 40km/h.

Children are small, harder to see. behave unpradictably and are extremely vulnerable.
They nead you to take extra care when driving and parking around school zones.

PEDESTRIAN
CROSSING

In guawad traffic, do not stop your
wahicla on a padastrian or childran’s
crossing. Wait on tha approach sida
of tha crossing until theara is spacs
on tha daparturs

side to continua with
ths traffic quaua.

FEM&LTY
Do not drop off or ?;E[;T
pick up passang&rs
on & Crossing. * LR

BUS ZONE

Only a bus can stop within a bus
zona or at a bus stop.

You must not park within 20 matras
bafora and 10 matras aftar a bus
stop unlass a sign says you can.

BUS
ZONE

DRIVEWAYS,

FOOTPATHS
AND NATURE
STRIPS

Do mot park on, across or
block access to driveways,
footpaths, padastrian
ramps or on tha
natura strip arsa.

This can obstruct
Proparty accass,
damags assets
and incrazaca risk
to padastrians.

‘-';-3..__._. | (C:Er:fadﬂ Bay

U TURNS AND
THREE-POINT
TURNS

U-turns and thraa-

point-turns ara FEMALTY
illagal on or naar a EXCEEDS
padastrian crossing 3423

d inal + 3 DEMERIT
or doubla whita . N
unbrokan linas.
DOUBLE
PARKING / o
Doubla parking is $423
illagal and is wary + W

dangarous in a
school zona.

* Fings current as of 1 July 2025, Finss
ard damarit polnks ars sublsct to champgs.
For mors Information check out the NEW
Cantra for Road Safety walbsite.




