
 

 

15 May 2026 
 
Dates for Your Diary 

21 May - Open Classrooms 
29 May - Opera Petites Incursion 
4 June – P&C Morning Tea 
5 June - Pyjama Day 

 

Principal’s Awards 

 

Archie, for enthusiastic participation 
in community access 

 

 
Christian, for moving responsibly 

around the school 
 

Principal’s Message 
Recently, I had the privilege of participating 
in a vodcast with the Secretary of the 
Department of Education, Mr Murat Dizdar.  

Our discussion focused on how we use data 
to inform practice and strengthen our impact 
on student learning. I was proud to showcase 
the outstanding work taking place across our 
school. Staff consistently use  
 
informed strategies, aligned with the What 
Works Best theme, using data to inform 
practice which demonstrates a strong 
commitment to improving student outcomes. 
Thank you to our leadership team for driving 
clear, strategic initiatives that support high 
quality teaching and learning. I also extend 
my sincere appreciation to our teaching staff 
and SLSOs, who demonstrate every day their 
dedication to making a meaningful difference 
in the lives of every student. Their 
commitment to implementing these initiatives 
is critical ensuring student success.  
Together, we are building a culture of high 
expectations, collaboration and continuous 
improvement that is making a measurable 
difference for our students. 
 

 
 

All staff participated in various professional 
learning at the commencement of this term. 
Topics included, The Power of Inclusive 
Language, Understanding and Supporting 
Autistic Students, Curriculum Planning and 
Differentiated Teaching and Assessment to 
Support every Learner.  



 
 

 
Stepup, our targeted sports program, 
recommenced this term. This program offers 
tailored one on one adapted physical 
education, sports and exercise programs for 
our students.  

Our 2026, SRC members received their 
badges this week, during a special induction 
assembly. Congratulations to our twelve new 
council members, we know you will serve our 
school and students admirably. One of their 
first initiatives is Feed the People, whereby 
donated goods will be given to St Sophia and 
Three Daughters Parish to support those in 
need, culminating in a Pyjama Day on Friday 
5 June. Donations of non-perishable foods 
and personal items will be accepted from now 
until 5 June. Thank you in advance for your 
support. 

Six students, Archie, Ashan, Alyssa, Adem, 
Maggie and Xavier, had their entries selected 
for an award, in the ANZAC competition. 
Ashan and Maggie represented all at a 
special morning tea. Congratulations to the 
winners and to all who submitted entries. 

 

Kind regards 
 
 
Jenny Zagas 
 

Deputy Principal’s Message 
To commemorate ANZAC Day, students 
participated in a special assembly where 
students laid red poppies and listened to a 
bugler playing the Reveille and The Last 
Post. It was a moving tribute to those who 
served.  

Red poppies have long been associated with  

ANZAC Day, as symbols of remembrance, 
and the sacrifice of fallen service members. 
Thank you Nobuko for organising such a 
fitting and thoughtful commemoration.  

 

 
I would also like to thank to one of our 
wonderful school neighbours, Jeannine, for 
her recent kind donation of hand knitted red 
poppies for ANZAC Day, as well as cupcakes 
for our students. Your boundless kindness is 
very much appreciated. 

We highly value our cross-school 
partnerships and would like to thank Concord 
High students for attending our SRC 
assembly and presenting SRC badges to our 
2026 SRC representatives.  



 
 

 
We continue to celebrate consistent student 
attendance at school. Congratulations to Joji 
who received an award for 100% school 
attendance so far this year.  

 
As we look ahead to the remainder of the 
school year, I’d like to remind our school 
community that we are here to work with you 
to support your child to thrive. We know that 
families experience a variety of challenging 
circumstances and we are committed to 
working with you to address any barriers to 
regular attendance. 

 
Wendy du Plessis 
 
P&C President’s Update 
We have had a great start to the year. The 
P&C raised $1.420 from the Easter raffle, 
which will go towards literacy resources. 

Our last morning tea was very successful 
with a lot of parents attending. The next 
morning tea is on the 4 of June from 9am till 
10am. I look forward to seeing you there. 

The P&C funded Year 12 T-shirts which have 
arrived. It is lovely to see students wearing 
them. The next P&C meeting is on 14 May at 
8pm, a link will be sent via what's app. 
 
Lastly, if parents/carers would like to help 
with donations for the Christmas raffle please 
call me. 

 
 
Pauline 
 
 
Primary/Secondary 7  
Students in Primary/Secondary 7 have 
settled into Term 2 and are working hard 
across all subject areas.  

Students have been engaging in meaningful 
learning about transport and living 
environments through sensory activities and 
concrete materials. They explored how 
different types of transport, by land, water 
and air, connect people and places in the 
community. They used tactile picture cards 
and hands-on sorting to understand how 
buses, trains, ferries, and planes help us 
travel. For our urban and rural living focus, 
students experienced the contrasts between 
city and countryside settings by exploring 
textured images, concrete materials and real-



 
 

life objects representing busy streets, farms, 
and animals.  

 
Archie exploring our 
tactile country scene 

 
In mathematics this term, we have been 
exploring concepts such as position, forming 
groups, and patterns. They are learning how 
to describe the position of objects with words 
like under and above by using a parachute 
and ball for PDHPE and practised sorting 
items by size and colour to form groups. 
Creating patterns was a highlight, and this 
learning linked closely with visual arts. Using 
paint, students expressed their 
understanding of patterns by making 
colourful and repeated sequences.  

 

Cara using the BigMack Switch to say yes/no 
if the egg shaker is above the table 

 

Julia, Sheila and Laura  

 

Primary 4  
Term 2 is off to a fantastic start, with students 
settling in and showing a strong enthusiasm 
for learning. They've been engaging in a 
variety of activities across all subject areas, 
gaining valuable experiences and developing 
new skills. 

In science this term, students have been 
exploring the weather through hands-on and 
sensory activities. They have learned about 
different types of weather, such as sunny, 
rainy, cloudy, and windy, by observing daily 
changes, using tactile materials, and 
discussing how weather affects our routines. 
Engaging in these practical activities has 
helped students build their understanding of 
the world around them, fostering curiosity 
and observation skills as they discover the 
ways weather impacts our lives. 

            
Sofia creating wind to make the leaves blow 

 

For PDHPE this term, students have been 
exploring their emotions and the Zones of 
Regulation through engaging stories and 
interactive activities. Using their 
communication systems, they have created 
and expressed different emotions, helping 
them to recognise and understand how they 
feel in various situations. This approach 
supports students in building emotional  



 
 

awareness and self-regulation skills in a 
meaningful and accessible way, empowering 
them to communicate their feelings 
effectively. 

              

Isabel identifying the feeling  
on the emotion cards 

 
Primary 4 students have showed great 
engagement and interest throughout the 
term. 

 

Sheila, Allison and Zenab 

 

Primary 3 
Welcome back Primary 3. Term 2 has been 
an exciting and busy start filled with fun and 
meaningful learning experiences! 

In mathematics, students have been 
exploring the concept of forming groups. 
Through a variety of practical and hands-on 
activities, students have been developing 
their understanding of how to make equal 
groups, a foundational skill in multiplication 
and division. It has been fantastic to see 
students actively engaging with concrete 
materials and real-life tasks to bring this 
concept to life in a meaningful way. 
 

 
 

Mariam separating ingredients to  
make equal slices on a pizza 

 
In PDHPE, students have been thrilled to 
welcome back Stepup. The class has 
embraced the program with enthusiasm and 
great energy. StepUp has provided students 
with fantastic opportunities to get moving, 
build stamina, and enjoy the benefits of 
regular physical activity. It has been 
wonderful to see so many smiling faces and 
students giving their personal best each 
session. 

 
 

Rhythm knocking down bowling pins 
 
 

Dennis and Vicki 

 
 
 



 
 

Secondary 10 
Students have made a fantastic start to the 
term across geography, English and 
mathematics, through engaging, hands-on 
learning experiences. 
 
In geography, students are exploring ocean 
animals and marine environments through 
sensory play, matching activities, water play 
and interactive discussions about keeping 
our oceans clean. 

 
Harriet working on sorting ocean  

animals into deep water and shore  
 
In mathematics, students focused on 
counting, sorting and recognising patterns 
through hands-on games, sensory materials 
and group activities using colours, shapes 
and numbers. 

 
Lily working on copying an AB colour 

pattern blue, green, blue, green  
using pool noodles and paint 

 
In English, students are exploring The 
Forgotten Song, through structured activities 
with a focus on predictable writing tasks. 
Students are using AAC devices, switches 
and visuals to build simple sentences with 
core words such as more and in to 
communicate choices, requests and 
responses, during shared learning activities, 
with support and prompting.  
 

 
 

Ellie activating a switch to select the core 
word in during a predictable writing activity 

 
 
It has been wonderful to see students 
building confidence, engaging with learning 
and settling into classroom routines so 
positively this term. 
 

Connor and Bree 
 

Primary Secondary 6 
It’s been great to see everyone back and 
ready to learn in Term 2. Students have been 
exposed to a range of learning experiences 
across all subject areas. 

During science lessons, students have been 
examining living things. They walked around 
the garden looking at plants and identifying 
their features, such as stems and leaves. 
Students then labelled diagrams in the 
classroom. 



 
 

 
Rokhya examining plants 
during our garden walk 

 
In English, students have been focusing on 
blending two letters to make a single sound. 
We have also been learning to create simple 
sentences with visuals. It has been exciting 
to see students creating these simple 
sentences. 

 

Ryle creating a simple sentence with visuals 

 

Jack and Angela 
 

Secondary 8 
It’s wonderful to see our students energised 
and eager to learn as Term 2 gets underway.  

Students have been learning about caring for 
our planet and sustainability in science. 
Throughout the term, they will be 
participating in sustainable practices such as 
planting plants, reducing plastic use, 
recycling and exploring natural energy. 
Students use AAC devices, visuals, real-life 

materials and eye-gaze devices to 
demonstrate their understanding of these 
concepts. 

 
Hasna following first part of the  

 instructions to place soil in the pots 
 

Students are also learning ways to integrate 
technology in their mathematics learning. 
Students learn that having access to 
technology is a great way to participate in 
mathematics games and problem-solving 
tasks. This integrated approach enables 
students to explore mathematical concepts, 
while developing meaningful skills in fun and 
engaging ways.  

David using the yellow and red  
switches to respond to the pattern quiz 

 

Nobuko and Lisa 

 

Secondary 9 
Welcome back Secondary 9. Our students 
are energised after the April break and have 
been keen to continue learning! 



 
 

In mathematics, we are exploring patterns 
and position. We began by matching colours, 
expanding to matching and completing, AB 
and AAB patterns. The students really enjoy 
these hands-on activities in this unit, allowing 
them to create and copy patterns with blocks, 
Lego, counters and other resources. 

 
              Mahir creating patterns  

This term, we also began our Stepup sports 
program. Students have really enjoyed the 
fun and varied activities on offer. This is a 
great opportunity to strengthen hand-eye 
coordination, balance and gross motor skills. 
We are staying active doing daily physical 
activities, using the school gym or fixed 
equipment, for the Premier’s Sporting 
Challenge. 

 

Yohan engaging in Stepup sports 

In science, we are learning about 
sustainability. Our focus began by exploring 
ways we can conserve water and electricity. 
We have looked at ways that we can be more 
sustainable, both at home and at school.  

Daniel and Jen 

Secondary 11 
Secondary 11 has had an exciting start to 
Term 2 as we dive into a range of new topics, 
across our subjects. In mathematics, we 
have been exploring patterns and position, 
building skills in recognising sequences and 
spatial reasoning. Students have been using 
Bee-Bots to bring these concepts to life, 
programming the robots to follow and create 
sequences in a fun, hands-on way.  

 

Maggie working with Bee-bots 

 

We are thrilled to be taking part in this year’s 
Premier Sporting Challenge, making a real 
effort to get active and move our bodies 
throughout the week. It’s a great chance to 
build healthy habits and have some fun along 
the way. 

 

Pierre bowling at Stepup sports 

 



 
 

In English, students have begun exploring 
poetry, reading and analysing a variety of 
poems including the iconic Australian classic, 
Waltzing Matilda, by Andrew Barton Banjo 
Paterson. Alongside this, our visual art unit is 
taking a global perspective, with students 
investigating how cultures around the world 
use pattern in their art and design. 

In food technology, students have been 
getting creative in the kitchen, working 
together to make their own pizzas, choosing 
toppings, following a recipe, and enjoying the 
results! 

 
Areeqa preparing her pizza  

 

Mitch, Billy, Sandy and Bella 

 

Primary 5 
It has been a great start to term 2 for Primary 
5, and we are all working hard on our goals, 
including literacy/numeracy goals and our 
PLSP goals in communication and fine motor 
or regulation. 

 
Massimo looking at his tools from the Zone 

of Regulation, as part of his goal 

 

In English this term, we are exploring 
Aboriginal texts and thinking about other 
people’s perspectives. We started by thinking 
about the author of Open Your Heart to 
Country. This is a beautifully illustrated book 
written by a local Dharug woman, Jasmine 
Seymour, in which she talks about her 
connection to country. The students will be 
creating images based on the text and 
thinking about what they like about their 
country too! 

 

Leonor matched the name of the author for 
our story Open Your Heart to Country 

 

In mathematics this term, we are exploring 
groups and patterns. The students enjoyed 
making repeating patterns with paint and 



 
 

stamps, and sorting objects into groups of the 
same size, based on colour or shape. 

 

Kai making a repeating pattern using 
different colours and designs 

 

In PDHPE this term we are exploring how we 
can respond safely to different situations. We 
started by exploring how we feel when we are 
safe and unsafe using the Zones of 
Regulation. We thought about different 
pictures which made us feel safe and looked 
at pictures of situations which made us feel 
unsafe, e.g. spiders. We had fun playing 
games in and outside the classroom, 
remembering how we play safely. 

 
Kai and Zoe enjoying playing  

bowling games together 
 
The students have enjoyed making beautiful 
Mother’s Day cards and gifts for their mums.  
We hope you had a wonderful day with your 
family! We look forward to sharing many 
more of our learning adventures with you! 

Jen, Melinda and Kristen 

 

 

Primary 2 
Welcome back to Term 2. We have had a 
busy start to the term with lots happening. 

The students have started the Stepup 
program and are enjoying all the different 
activities. Some of the favourite activities so 
far have included bowling, tennis, throwing 
and catching games, and parachute 
activities. Students have shown great 
excitement and participation as they learn 
new skills, encourage one another, and 
challenge themselves to try different 
activities. The parachute games have been 
especially popular.   

 
Lilyana enjoying the parachute and moving 

under it to get to the other side 

 

In mathematics, the students have been 
exploring 3D shapes and developing their 
understanding of the different features each 
shape has. Each week, the students are 
introduced to a new 3D shape and participate 
in a variety of hands-on activities to help them 
recognise, sort, and describe them. 

The students have been enjoying 
opportunities to investigate the shapes 
through play-based and interactive learning 
experiences, including sorting activities, 
building tasks, and shape hunts. These 
activities have helped students learn about 
the characteristics of each shape, such as 
faces, edges, and curved surfaces.  



 
 

 

Adam exploring different 3D shapes 

 

In science, we are exploring all about planet 
earth and the environment. Primary 2 
students have especially enjoyed exploring 
the differences between land and the ocean 
through exciting sensory experiences. Using 
a variety of materials and textures, students 
investigated what can be found on land and 
what lives in the ocean. 

 
Charlotte exploring sand and shells 

 

Sibeal and Toula   

 

Secondary 12 
Secondary 12, would like to welcome 
everyone back to a new term. Students have 
all settled quickly back into their routines and 
are happy, enthusiastic, and ready to learn 
again. 

For English, students are learning about 
Australian poetry. They will be exploring the 
song Waltzing Matilda by Banjo Paterson and 
the poem The Swagman by C. J. Dennis. 
They are also continuing to work on their 
individual literacy goals by practising weekly 
literacy activities, including sight words, 
phonics, guided reading, and handwriting. 

 
Joji exploring Banjo Paterson the writer of 

the song Waltzing Matilda 

 

For mathematics, students are exploring 
patterns and position. They have been 
identifying simple patterns and creating their 
own patterns using different colours. To 
develop their understanding of positional 
language, students have been using Bee-
Bots to practise directions such as go 
forward, turn left, turn right, and go 
backwards. Students have also continued 
working towards their numeracy goals 
through number and counting activities.  

 
Ethan using Bee-bots to learn about 

positional language and counting 



 
 

 

Secondary 12 is continuing to make steady 
progress across all learning areas, and we 
look forward to the amazing work the 
students will continue to achieve. 

 

Paul and Josh 

 

Primary 1 
Students have had a great start to the term. 
They have all been working hard to make 
progress towards their goals.  
 
In visual arts, students are focusing on the 
different elements. They learnt about primary 
and secondary colours by mixing them to 
create a colour wheel, then explored 
complementary colours by recreating 
Kandinsky’s concentric circles. They have 
also learnt about tone or value by creating a 
colour wheel that goes from light to dark. 
Students will continue to explore the 
elements by learning about pattern, form and 
space throughout the remainder of the term.  
 

 
Menaal sorting colours from lightest to 

darkest, to learn about tone/value 
In mathematics, students have been 
exploring 3D shapes and volume. They are 
learning to manipulate, describe and sort 3D  
shapes into different categories. Students 
have used the terms flat, round and curved to 
describe their characteristics. They are also  
learning about how volume is the measure of  

3D space by exploring how much different 
containers can hold. As students continue to 
learn about volume they will use informal 
units of measurement including blocks.  
 

 
Menaal and Rick exploring volume 

 by filling containers with water 
 

It has been great to see how much each of 
the students in Primary 1 has progressed and 
we look forward to seeing their development 
throughout the year.  
 
Sophie and Marii 
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