
 

 

 

20 February 2026 
 
Dates for Your Diary 

25 February - Meet and Greet 
19 March - School Photos 
20 March - Harmony Day 
Weeks 4-6 - PLSP Meetings 
1 April - K-3 Easter Parade 
 
Principal’s Award 

 
Isaac for settling into new school routines 

 

Principal’s Message 
A warm welcome to all students, families and 
members of our wider school community to 
what promises to be another year of quality 
teaching and learning. A special welcome to 
our new students and their families, the new 
students have settled into school routines 
seamlessly and are evidently eager learners. 

Following are two tables of information, the 
first outlines classes and staffing for 2026. 
The second table is designed to assist 
parents/carers to identify student break  
times. Please take a moment to note the 
times for your child. It is important that you do 
not bring your child to school or collect them 
during break times, as staff are not available 

to collect students for various reasons, 
including mandated staff breaks. Should you 
inadvertently arrive at such times you will be 
asked to wait. 
 
I encourage parents/carers to attend our 
upcoming Meet & Greet on Wednesday 25 
February. This will be an ideal opportunity to 
engage with class staff and learn about the 
programs that will be delivered this year. The 
home/school partnership is vital to student 
success and one that we value enormously. 
  
I would like to officially welcome our new 
School Counsellor, Linda Gilford, who will be 
available to assist students and 
parents/carers each Wednesday and 
Thursday. If you would like to arrange a 
meeting, please contact the school. 

 

2026 Staffing 

Class Teacher SLSO 
P1 Sophie Amos Marii Curtis 
P2 Sibeal Kehoe Toula Mihalatos 
P3 Dennis Anastasiou Vicki Stamatopoulos 
P4 Allison Sidonie/ 

Sheila Scanlan 
Zenab Zayed 

P5 Jen Angelini/ 
Melinda Broadbent 

Kristen Khallas 

P/S6 Jack Tolnay Angela Cameron 
P/S7 Julia Morgan/ 

Sheila Scanlon 
Laura Maloney 

P/S8 Nobuko Nguyen Lisa Karaspyros 
S9 Daniel Mendonca Jenny Doumanis 
S10 Connor Cullen Brianna O’Bree 
S11 Mitchell Oxley/ 

Billy Hyland 
Sandy Kotevski/ 
Isabella Leighton 

S12 Paul Kim Joshua Vo 
RFF Janice Barrett        

Healthcare SLSO  
Denise Noordeloos 

Behaviour Support SLSO 
Dennis Mitzinis 

Administration  Business Manager Vanessa Mallin 

School Administrative Officers Bridget Diab 
                                                      Pamela Ziino 

Deputy/ 
Assistant 
Principals 

Deputy Principal 
Wendy du Plessis 

Assistant Principal 
Mitchell Oxley 

Assistant Principal  
Allison Sidonie 

Assistant Principal 
Curriculum & Instruction 
Jen Angelini 

General 
Assistant 

Tom Zorgios 

School 
Counsellor 

Linda Gilford 



 
 

 

Kind regards 

Jenny Zagas 
 
Deputy Principal’s Report 
 
It has been wonderful to welcome all our 
students back to school. We value the 
opportunity to work closely with teachers and 
families to ensure a smooth and positive 
transition into new classes. 
 
During Weeks 4–6, teachers will be 
conducting Personalised Learning and 
Support Plan meetings. These meetings 
provide an important opportunity for parents 
and carers to collaborate with class teachers 
to establish appropriate, individualised 
learning goals for students. We strongly 
encourage all parents and carers to 
participate in this process. Meetings will be 
offered either in person or via telephone. 
 
This year, our school has a strong whole-
school focus on communication. We are 
committed to ensuring that every student has 
an individualised communication system and 
to further developing both receptive and 
expressive language skills. Explicit teaching 
practices will be implemented and 
opportunities to build communication skills 

will be embedded throughout the school day. 
Our school-based speech therapist will 
continue to work closely with teachers and 
support students. Jess will also be sharing 
her expertise with parents and carers at an 
upcoming P&C morning tea. 
 
Wendy du Plessis 
 

Primary/Secondary 7 
Welcome to the new school year! Everyone 
is excited to be back and looking forward to a 
busy term 1. Students have settled in very 
well to class and are already immersed in 
learning. 

This term in English, students are exploring 
the themes of home, community and 
belonging through film. In Primary/Secondary 
7, we have been watching the short film Piper 
and talking about what the film means and 
how Piper is feeling. Students have been 
responding to the film in a variety of ways 
including through sensory activities. 

In science, we are investigating the main 
systems in our bodies. Students are 
engaging in hands-on activities and exploring 
how our bodies work by making simple 

models. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Juliette engaging in a sensory  
activity related to the film Piper 

 
 

Julia, Sheila and Laura 

 

 

Recess & Lunch Breaks 2026 

Avoid Student Drop Offs and Collections  
At These Times 

 
Homebase Class Recess Lunch 

1 P/S8  
 
 
11.00 – 11.35 

 
 
 
1.00 – 1.35 

2 P/S7 
3 S12 
4 S11 
8 S9 
9 S10 
5 P2  

 
 
10.20 – 10.55 

 
 
 
12.20 – 12.55 

6 P4 
7 P1 
10 P3 
11 P5 
12 P/S6 

The school entrance gate opens at 2:15pm 
each afternoon. Please avoid coming earlier 
than this to collect your child. 
 



 
 

Primary 3 
Welcome back to school Primary 3! It is 
wonderful to have students back in the 
classroom and settling into their new 
routines. Primary 3 students have made a 
positive start to the year and are showing 
enthusiasm and curiosity in their learning. 

In literacy, students have been exploring 
visual texts, making connections, and 
discussing what home means to them. 
Through shared reading, discussions, and 
creative activities, students are learning to 
express their ideas and understand different 
perspectives. They have engaged with a 
range of texts and activities to support 
comprehension and personal connection. 

 
Saige reading a visual text and sharing 
 ideas about what home means to her 

 
In mathematics, students are focusing on 
counting processes. They are developing 
number skills through hands-on and visual 
activities that encourage engagement and 
understanding. Students have been 
practising counting, matching quantities and 
using real-life materials to support their 
learning. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Rhythm counting balloons during a hands-
on mathematics activity 

We are excited about the learning ahead 
and look forward to a wonderful year with 
Primary 3. 

 

Dennis and Vicki 
 

Secondary 8 
Students have settled straight into their 
routines and have made a positive start to the 
year.  

In PDHPE, students are learning about 
personal boundaries and how to keep safe 
through the book, Body Boundaries Make Me 
Stronger, by Elizabeth Cole. We discuss the 
importance of protecting our personal space 
and respect other people’s boundaries too. 
Students are already starting to show 
encouraging progress towards achieving 
individual goals. 

 
Hasna engaging with a hula hoop activity to 
understand the concept of personal space 

 

This term, students are exploring body 
systems in science, identifying different body 
parts and their functions using a range of 
engaging resources and AAC devices. 



 
 

 
Emmarisa exploring heart with the visual  

and through the eye-gaze device 
 

Nobuko and Lisa 

 

Primary 1 
Students of Primary 1 have had a great start 
to the term and have been settling into their 
new classroom.  

This term in science, students are learning 
about their senses and how we use them. 
They have been exploring their sense of sight 
using magnifying glasses to find objects, 
looking through kaleidoscopes and exploring 
lights. Students explored an online 3D model 
of an eye and then created an artwork to 
represent the eye using paper roll to stamp 
onto paper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raafi creating an image of an  
eye using a paper roll stamp 

 

 
     Menaal looking through kaleidoscopic 

 

In English, students have been looking at fact 
or fiction, focussing on stories set in homes 
and community. We have started the term by 
reading the story, Goodbye House, Hello 
House, by Margaret Wild. Students have 
been exploring the language and images 
used in the story to understand how the main 
character might have felt saying goodbye to 
her home.  

 
Xavier learning about who the  
main character is in our story 

 

 

Isaac learning about the author of our story 



 
 

We have had a great start to the year and are 
looking forward to seeing the progress that 
everyone makes! 

 

Sophie and Marii 

 

Secondary 9 
We have had a great start to the 2026 
academic year. Students have settled into 
their new class setting nicely. 

In science, we have been learning about the 
Human Body. Students have learned to 
identify various parts of their bodies and 
describe their functions. This has also 
allowed us to make cross curricular links to 
mathematics, by counting different body 
parts such as eyes or fingers.  

 
Yohan matching parts of the 

 face to their sensory function 
 

In geography, we have been learning about 
Places and Liveability. We began by 
exploring our local community, Five Dock and 
Canada Bay, before looking at the different 
features around the places we live. We are 
exploring various aspects of communities, 
why we use them and for what purpose. 

We have also started strongly on numeracy 
and literacy tasks. Students have been 
working hard on representing, comparing, 
and ordering whole numbers.  

 
Alicia matching numerals 1-10 

 

Daniel and Jen D 

 

Primary/Secondary 6 
We are very excited to have started the new 
school year. Students are settling well into 
their routine and are beginning to 
demonstrate their willingness to work to the 
best of their ability. 

In mathematics, we are looking at how to 
order, add and skip count. Students have 
been using hands on and visual resources to 
demonstrate their mathematical abilities. 

 
Ryle counting by 2s 

Students have also been working on creating 
street art. We have been printing our names 
in paint to represent graffiti art and painting 
our page in a colour that we selected. 



 
 

 
Rokhya completing her street art activity 

 

Jack and Angela 
 

Primary 5 
What a great start of term for Primary 5! We 
have been getting used to new routines, new 
staff and new friends. As we start the term, 
we have been remembering our school 
expectations for PBL (Positive Behaviour for 
Learning) and working on how we are 
respectful with our teachers and friends at 
school.  

In English this term, we are learning about 
picture books at home and in the community 
and fact and fiction texts. We started with a 
new fiction story called, Bin Chicken, by Kate 
and Jol Temple, about an animal that lives in 
our backyard. We have been learning how 
the images and words tell us about what is 
happening and how the characters feel. 

 

Leonor created an ibis image  
based on a character in the book 

 

Massimo coloured in the ibis’  
neck and legs, to match the story 

 
In PDHPE, we have been thinking about how 
we act with different people, e.g. hugs for 
family, high 5s for teachers and waving to the 
bus driver. Students also confirmed their 
special go to people, who help them at 
school. We also made Valentine’s Day cards 
to thank our families at home!  

In geography this term, we are learning about 
rainforest environments, where they are and 
the features of rainforests. We started by 
mapping out different environments in 
Australia and created an amazing rainforest 
in our nook with trees, vines and many 
different animals! 

 

Zoe made a collage of a desert 
 environment in Australia 

 
It has been a fantastic start to the school 
year, and we look forward to sharing many 
more of our learning adventures with you! 

 

Jen, Melinda and Kristen 

 

 



 
 

Secondary 11 
Welcome back to a New School Year! We are 
excited to have students settling well into 
their routines and enjoying time with new 
peers and teachers. 

This term in English, students are exploring 
film with a focus on Home and Community 
and developing their writing skills. We have 
been enjoying studying the movie, Leo 
(2023), as we investigate themes of home, 
community and feeling safe. 

In mathematics, students are building a 
strong foundation through number 
representation and as a main focus for 2026, 
counting processes.  

 
Archie building sentences in  
relation to our study of Leo 

 
Our science unit is centred on the human 
body, where students are learning about 
body systems and how they function. In 
particular, we have been investigating the 
circulatory system, respiratory system and 
digestive system.  

 
Areeqa identifying the different  

systems of the body 

In geography, students are investigating 
places and liveability by exploring our local 
area, gaining a deeper understanding of our 
community. 

 
Pierre using the COMM box in geography 

We look forward to continuing to learn and 
grow together in 2026 and share our learning 
journey with you.  

Mitch, Billy, Sandy and Bella 
 

Secondary 12 

Welcome back from Secondary12!  We are 
so excited to have everyone back so happy 
and ready to learn. We look forward to 
working and growing together with the 
students.  

For English this term, students will be 
exploring the themes of home, safety, family, 
community, support, and belonging through 
short, animated films. They have also been 
practising their communication, writing and 
reading skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joji completing a comprehension  
task about a short film called Piper 



 
 

For science, we have been learning about the 
human body, focusing on the different body 
parts, their functions, how they work together 
to create a system and how to maintain good 
health. Linking to this, students have 
enthusiastically participated in various 
physical activities including the use of the 
school gym. 

Students have quickly adapted and are 
settling into their new routines, classrooms 
and teachers and we look forward to the 
amazing learning growing they will do this 
term.  

 

Paul and Josh 

 

Primary 4 
In Primary 4, students have had a strong 
start, continuing to work on their foundational 
literacy and numeracy skills. They have 
engaged in multisensory learning 
experiences to strengthen their 
understanding of numbers, time and money 
in mathematics. In English, they have been 
focusing on imagery and symbol in the text, 
Welcome to Country, by Aunty Joy Murphy. 

 

 
Sofia exploring the book Welcome to 

Country by Aunty Joy Murphy 

 

Students have been enjoying the Rhythm 
Village music program, exploring different 
musical instruments and learning to 
appreciate a variety of genres and songs. In 
science, they have been learning about the 
human body and how our body systems help 
us sense our environment. The students in 
Primary 4 are looking forward to more 
dynamic learning experiences in the weeks 
ahead. 

 

Isabel playing the drum during a  
Rhythm Village lesson 

 
Sheila, Allison and Zenab 

 

Primary 2 

Welcome back to school! What a wonderfully 
busy and exciting few weeks it has been in 
Primary 2! The students have settled back 
into their routines so well, and it has been 
fantastic to see.  

In creative arts, we are exploring the vibrant 
and energetic artwork of Keith Haring. The 
students have been looking closely at how he 
used bold lines, bright colours, and simple 
figures to show movement and emotion in his 
work. We have discussed how movement 
can be shown in art and experimented with 
creating our own action poses and dynamic 
shapes. The children have particularly 
enjoyed designing their own movement-
inspired figures, using strong outlines.  



 
 

 

Lilyana exploring movement  
using her paintbrush 

 
In science, we have been exploring the five 
senses and learning about how our bodies 
function. The class enjoyed discovering how 
we use our sight, touch, smell, taste, and 
hearing in everyday life. Students have 
investigated different textures, identified 
mystery sounds and explored new smells. 
We have also been learning about how our 
bodies help us to move, grow, and stay 
healthy. 

 
Adam exploring the different texture of sand 

 

It has been a fantastic start to the term, and 
we are so proud of how hard Primary 2 have 
been working. We are looking forward to the 
rest of the year!  

 

Sibeal and Toula  

Secondary 10 
Secondary 10 have made a wonderful start to 
2026. The students have been practising 
their literacy skills with a focus on 
communication. In mathematics, they are 
building their understanding of numbers and 
measurement through practical tasks with 
numbers and objects in their environment. In 
PDHPE, students have been learning about 
their sense of self and setting personal 
boundaries to stay safe.  

 
Lily engaging in painting 

Students have been learning to express 
themselves in visual arts and music, learning 
about urban artworks and creating pieces 
inspired by street art. They have been 
exploring music through stories, focusing on 
how music can be used to express mood and 
emotions. The students are looking forward 
to more exciting learning experiences in the 
second half of the term. 

 
Harriet showcasing her artwork 

Connor and Bree 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P&C Happenings 


