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To KMHS 
End of Year 2025 Award Recipients: 

Congratulations and well done!
To lovely Liz and the CWA for their 
support and generous donation to 

the school! 

Let's Celebrate:
 

Our 2025 Year 12 students 
and staff on great HSC 

results!
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Week 10
Term 4

19 December 2025

Outdoor Rec Fishing Year 9
12 December

Outdoor Rec Fishing Year 9
Music Tour - Day 2

Last Day of Term 4

19 December

11 December
ngiyang Fishing Program
PRC Pizza Party

18 December
Music Tour - Day 2

10 December
Year 10 South Coast Trip
Outdoor Rec Fishing Year 9

17 December
Music Tour - Day 1

16 December

8 December
Year 10 South Coast Trip

15 December
End of Year Presentation 6pm

9 December
Year 10 South Coast Trip
Outdoor Rec Fishing Year 9
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Central Coast Family Support Services 
Christmas Appeal
I had the absolute 
pleasure visiting Coast 
Shelter last week, to 
deliver the generous gifts 
and donations from our 
KMHS Giving Tree. 

Angela Lanser, Coast 
Shelter CEO, wanted me to convey her immense thanks to 
everyone who contributed. 

School Return Information for 2026

ALL STUDENTS in Years 7 - 12 commence the 2026 
school year on Monday 2nd February, following four 
school development days (27 - 30 January) at the start of Term 1.
 

2026 school term dates for students are as follows:
	▶ Term 1: Monday 2 February to Thursday 2 April

	▶ Term 2: Wednesday 22 April to Friday 3 July  
(school development days 20 - 21 April)

	▶ Term 3: Tuesday 21 July to Friday 25 September   
(school development day 20 July)

	▶ Term 4: Tuesday 12 October to Thursday 17 December  
(school development day 12 October)

Uniform Shop

Kariong Mountains High School is a uniform school and the 
expectation is that all students are to wear the correct uniform. 
Why does correct uniform matter?

	▶ Safety: Wearing the correct uniform helps us easily identify people 
on school grounds. Those not in uniform are politely asked to report 
to the front office to state their intentions, supporting a safe school 
environment. 

	▶ Work, Health and Safety: Fully covered shoes are a legal requirement 
by WH&S for participating safely in classrooms such as woodwork 
rooms, cooking areas, and science laboratories. Our uniform ensures 
these standards are met. 

	▶ Cost: Uniforms are a cost-effective choice, generally more durable 
than casual clothes. Having a uniform means families are not required 
to buy a wide variety of everyday casual clothes. 

	▶ Professionalism: Wearing the uniform helps students develop 
habits of professional and appropriate dress, a valuable skill especially 
when attending interviews or formal events. 

	▶ Equity and Identity: Our uniform promotes a sense of equality 
and community among students. It encourages students to proudly 
develop their identities as members of our school culture while 
celebrating their individual talents and backgrounds.

As parents look to outfit students for the year ahead, please be 
aware of the following:

2025 has been a year to remember!  A special congratulations 
to our students, staff and families for your resilience, support 
and commitment to making the most of our exceptional 
school this year. As principal, I am truly grateful for the 
ongoing support from our school community in having our 
students achieve their best. 
We have so much to celebrate for this year and to look forward 
to in 2026.

Presentation Evening 2025
Monday was a fantastic celebration for students, families 
and staff of the achievements of many of our students. These 
ceremonies are so important on the school calendar and 
encapsulate the essence of our school. It was a privilege, for 
me, to present to our students and to meet with parents and 
carers. Let me extend my heartfelt gratitude to the parents 
and families who have been the unwavering support behind 
our students. 

Your encouragement, and understanding, of the importance 
of resilience, education and teamwork have played an 
indispensable role in nurturing the talents we celebrated 
this week. In the newsletter, this week, I have included a 
snapshot summary of KMHS achievements this year – we 
are kicking goals in many areas.

Congratulations, Year 12 2025
HSC results were released for Year 12 on Thursday  18th 
December and we  welcomed Year 12 back to celebrate 
their achievements with staff at a BBQ that morning. 
Congratulations, to Year 12 for completing this valuable 
credential. 

Special thanks to parents/carers, 
staff, Mr Hipwell, Mr Gibbs and 
Mr Bath for your support of 
our students in reaching this 
milestone. Whether our students 
are moving to further study or a 
job pathway, best wishes to you 
all, from KMHS, as you navigate 
your new learning journey ahead. 

Year 7 2026
Welcome to the Kariong Mountains High School family! 
Orientation Day was held on the 2nd December for our 
incoming Year 7 group. Students participated in a wonderful 
day meeting their new teachers and learning about their 
new school. Leading up to this day, a great deal of work has 
been completed between Kariong Mountains HS and the 
partner schools to build learning profiles on all students.  
Thank you to our partner schools, student services team, 
and the office staff for supporting the successful transition 
of our new students to KMHS. 

FROM OUR 
PRINCIPAL
Week 10 Term 4
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Mackenzie - Year 7
Tyler - Year 10
Holly - Year 10

Cooper - Year 11

DEPUTY 
PRINCIPAL'S 
REPORT

Week 10 - Term 4
In this newsletter, you will find Start Date for Term 1 2026 
and Equipment Lists for Years 7 - 10. Please take particular 
note of the Uniform Shop opening times, as we expect all 
students to be in full school uniform on the first day back and 
throughout the year.

Thank you, to students, families and staff for a great 2025 
school year. In particular, I would like to thank students 
for continued improvements in behaviour, attendance 
and uniform compliance. Following our values of Unity, 
Knowledge and Respect have been instrumental in our 
successes.

I wish all students and their families a happy and safe holiday 
and look forward to an even better 2026.

Mr Scott White 
Deputy Principal

Special Opening Times  
in the Holidays:

Open Tuesdays & Fridays  
8 - 9am during Term

	▶ Wed 28 January - 9am - 11:30am
	▶ Fri 30 January - 11:30am - 2:30pm

On behalf of myself and Mr White, thank you to our fabulous 
school community for your support in 2025. 

I wish you all a safe and happy Christmas with your 
families and friends and look forward to health and 
happiness in learning with our Kariong Mountains 
community in 2026.

Mrs Donna James
Principal

	▶ Black leather upper or suede shoes are required 
– not white or canvas. This is a requirement for health 
and safety of students in practical areas and the 
playground.

	▶ Girls have a choice of school skirt or shorts and shirt for 
their uniform. Leggings are not a uniform item and are 
not to be worn.

	▶ School jumpers are either a hooded jumper or jacket 
from the uniform shop. Families may purchase a plain 
blue hooded jumper (no branding) if affordability is a 
concern.

	▶ Track pants are available from the uniform shop for 
cooler months.
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H o  H o  H o
The KMHS Faculty Xmas Spirit 
competition has been judged 
for 2025! 

Our esteemed judges, Baylii 
and Lily (Year 9),  had a tough 
job choosing which faculties 
and displays they felt best met 
the criteria of Creativity and 
Christmas spirit. After careful 
deliberation, they are excited 
to announce the Winners for 
2025 

Front Office Winter 
Wonderland - 1st Prize 
... just one point ahead of the 
runner-up:

Science Lab - 2nd Prize
The judges also rewarded an 
individual prize to Amy (SLSO) 
for her solo efforts!

Feedback from the judges: 

Ist prize winners: “The reason 
the office came first was because 
of dedication towards making 
it a Winter Wonderland. When 
we entered the room, it felt like 
Christmas. The office staff were 
joyful and had high Christmas 
spirits.”

Individual award: “Amy is 
always an inspiration when it comes 
to the holiday spirit! We loved her 
dedication to her outfit and her 
Christmas carol performance. We 
think she deserves her own special 
award.”

Congratulations, to everyone 
who entered!

mailto:kariongmtn-h.school%40det.nsw.edu.au?subject=
https://kariongmountains-high.com.au/


4340 0246   |   10 Festival Drive, Mt Penang Parklands Kariong NSW 2250  |   kariongmtn-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au   |   kariongmountains-high.com.au 7Newsletter |  Week 10 - Term 4 - 2025

ngiyang
N E W S
ngiyang students have been making a splash 
this term as they explored Surf Survival and water 
safety at the Woy Woy Peninsula Leisure Centre. The 
program has provided engaging, hands-on learning 
experiences that helped students build confidence, 
resilience and a greater understanding of how to 
stay safe around water. 

Throughout the sessions, students focused on safe 
pool entries, practising how to enter the water slowly 
and carefully using a range of techniques suited 
to different environments. They also developed 
their swim survival skills, including floating, 
sculling, treading water and staying calm if they 
unexpectedly find themselves in deep water. These 
skills supported students to feel more in control and 
aware of their surroundings.

Another key component of the program was learning 
basic rescue techniques. Students explored how to 
recognise when someone needs help, how to raise 
the alarm, and how to assist safely using throw-
rescue strategies without putting themselves in 
danger.

Our Surf Survival program has been a valuable and 
enjoyable learning experience that strengthened 
students’ confidence, teamwork and water-safety 
awareness.

Disability 

Provisions
OPE N for 2026 

Applications for disability provisions 
are open for the 2026 Higher School  
Certificate examinations.  

NESA determines disability provisions for HSC exams, 
whereas schools are responsible for adjustments in 
school-based assessment tasks. 

Disability provisions in the HSC are practical 
arrangements designed to help students who 
couldn't otherwise make a fair attempt to show 
what they know in an exam room.

Students are eligible to access disability provisions 
under the following categories:

	▶ Learning difficulties

	▶ Medical disabilities

	▶ Hearing and Vision disabilities

The provisions granted, are solely determined by 
how the student's exam performance is affected. 
Eligible students must apply to the NSW Education 
Standards Authority (NESA) through the school.

Students, who wish to apply for disability provisions, 
should see Mr Treece.

If you are concerned 
about whether disability 
provisions apply to your 
child, please contact the 
Learning and Support 
Team as soon as possible.

Mr James Treece
Learning and Support Teacher

mailto:kariongmtn-h.school%40det.nsw.edu.au?subject=
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The inaugural KMHS Twilight Showcase was 
a great success with amazing student talent 
on display. The weather was beautiful and 
it was truly encouraging to have so many 
families from our community attend.

Thank you, to all staff and students, who 
contributed, showcased and performed!   
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