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Recognition 0f School Excellence

To Carolyn, for her ongoing, outstanding
service to our students and staff
in the school canteen!
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June ' FOR OUR ELDERS

2-9.JULY 2023

CALENDAR

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | [THURSDAY FRIDAY
June 21 June 22
P-Tech Work Experience [l Year 11 English

WEDNESDAY
June 28
P-Tech Work Experience

THURSDAY
June 29

Aboriginal Artist
Workshop

FRIDAY
June 30
Last day of Term 2

June 19

HSC Engineering
Workshop

June 23

Unlocked Program

June 26 June 27

Zone Athletics Central Coast Dance

Multimodal speeches Festival

Year 11 RYDA Ourdoor Recreation

Mountain Biking

Stage 4 Parent Teacher
Interviews 4pm

Year 11 English
Multimodal speeches
Stage 5 Parent Teacher
Interviews 4pm
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FROM OUR
PRINCIPAL

CONNECTIONS, CONNECTIONS,
CONNECTIONS!

As recently as last week, | was
fortunate to attend the 2023 Secondary
Principals Conference in Tamworth. The theme of the
conference for this year was CLAN — Connect, Learn and
Nurture , and the emphasis of how important the school
community is in building this supportive framework.
Reflecting on Kariong Mountains High School, we are
a busy school community that is working on a culture
of connection and nurturing whilst providing a positive
learning environment. Evidence of this firsthand was
the fantastic attendance of both students and parents/
carers at our Stage 5 and 6 subject information evening.

The hall was buzzing with many questions being asked
and genuine interest demonstrated in what the school
has to offer. Thank you, to all families for making the time
to attend, to faculties for their efforts in displays (yes,
including Mr Brasting’s scones !!) and to Mr Hipwell for
his meticulous organisation. Subject selection interviews
are being held with Year 10 on Friday 16%" June.

As we navigate the road out of COVID and into the new
‘norms’, students and families are working with schools
to seek ongoing support in this important student
support space. The DoE has many supports offered in
school and the wider school community. Please access
the link below to further investigate these:

Quick guide to mental health and wellbeing resources
for students and parents

STAR STRUCK 2023 Tguite

Asthis newsletter is published, a group of KMHS students
are preparing to perform on the BIG stage, at 2023
Star Struck 2023 IGNITE, in Newcastle this weekend.
Congratulations, to all our performing students — the
school is incredibly proud of your commitment to this
event and so grateful for all the support from your
families. A special mention and big thank you, to Ms
Sayal, for her tireless work in supporting our performers
to be ready. We are incredibly proud of her too!!

WORKING TOWARDS THE END OF TERM

As we near the end of Term 2, this is a timely reminder
about the importance of explained absence from school.
The school has implemented processes, including office
follow-up and communication, regarding explanation of
absences for student records.

Should you receive a reminder via email, text message
or phone call, please follow the prompts to explain
your child’s absence. The school has demonstrated
significant improvement in this area in the last six
months, and should continue to do so with community
support. Please remember:

Days missed = years lost

& day heve and thers doesn't spem liks much, but..

Whan your child misees just ThEy Miss wesks pae year Bnd years eves (helr school life

—
— 4 weoks E — over 1 year missed
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educationnswgavau

Mrs Donna James
Principal

17 7 4. CELEBRATING:
L LA

7 Cameron - Year 9
Melissa - Year 9

Conteen vouchers sgansared fy

2022

AVERAGE
76.3% | ATTENDANCE/DAY

Students above
90% Attendance:

. AVERAGE
9 'ATTENDANCE/DAY

Students above 4
90% Attendance: 40.
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DEPUTY Student reports now have absences reported. The
. number of days of explained and unexplained are
PRINCIPALS REPORT recorded. In light of this, parents and carers are further
encouraged to have student absences explained as

tlined in this article.
School Attendance outlined In this article

Regular attendance at school is obviously The Vaping Issue
important for students to maximise their ) )
learning. As a major school focus this year As | am sure you are all aware, vaping continues to be
attendance has improved significantly and we thank you a major issue in our society. At our school, students

for your support. Following is a quick reference guide of caught with, or using e-cigarettes, are disciplined in the
our attendance procedures: same way as if they were smoking tobacco.

Following are graphics from the ‘Say No to Vaping’
Teachers mark junior rolls during Check-in by 9.05am (P1 campaign from the Central Coast Local Health District.
teachers on Wednesdays) and every lesson thereafter. | encourage you to view them with your child and
reinforce the dangers and implications of vaping.
Senior students are signed in with their first timetabled
class, if they arrive earlier they need to sign in at the office.

All late arrivals are to sign in at the Front Office.

T0 SERIOUS
HEALTH RISKS

T0 ADDICTION

Senior students, who leave early due to having no further
lessons, are to sign out at the Front Office.

DAMASE AND CANCER. There are sisp

+f mjuries coused

Compass notifies parents / caregivers of any absences e BATTFRIES EXPLOGING

throughout the day.

#SayNoToVaping #SayNoToVaping

Office staff amend attendance on Compass after
communication from parents / caregivers.

Unexplained whole school day absences are texted to TO ANXIETY
parents / caregivers later in the school day. _
SAY ... TO SMOKING

Before any leave passes can be issued, the school must
receive the request from a parent / caregiver via a written
note, phone call, email or Compass entry. #SayNoToVaping
Students who represent the school at sport, attend E-CIGARETTES ARE NOT 6000 FOR YOUR NEALTH.
excursions, participate in incursions or undertake work SAY NO TO VAPING AND NO TO ITS HEALTH RISKS.
placement are recorded as ‘School Business.” These
activities are not recorded as absences.

A singla BTIG can contain the
SAME AMOUNT OF NICOTINE
as an entire pack of

Research shows kids who
vape are much MORE

LIKELY TOSTART ¥,

SMEKING CIBARETTES.

Parents can inform the school of absences and lateness via
a written note, phone call, email or Compass entry. A valid

Kicatine found in e-cigareties They contsin HARMFUL Companies are

explanation is required. On occasions of extended illness, a AFFECT BRAIN DEVELOPMENT in CHEMICALS that 2 TARBETING YOUNS
q o q q teens. impacting their kearning Eaurte serious LING PEOPLE to get
medical certificate will be required. concentration T e e | them hoked -

and mood eausi

ANXIETY AND DEPRESSION.

For expected absences of 10 school days or more, such iz vl

as a holiday, an exemption will need to be applied for. Mr Scott White
Application forms are available from the Front Office. Deputy Principal

Year Advisors, the Attendance Team and myself monitor
attendance rates of individual students. Contact is made
home through letters and/or phone calls when absences
are causing concern.

Referral to the Home School Liaison Officer is made for
students whose absences continue to cause concern.

Students with excellent attendance are placed in a weekly
draw for a $10 canteen voucher and recognised by the

Principal at year’s end. ‘ Zali - Year 7
18&'

If you have any questions regarding these procedures please Rachel - Year 12

feel free to contact me.
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ENGLISH FACULTY NEWS

This term has been packed with
fun and educational activities
in both English and Drama.

Year 7 are studying a novel for the unit “New Places,
New Experiences” to gain insight and understanding
of multiculturalism and different views of the world
around them. The assessment in Week 9 will be an
imaginative writing task.

Year 8 are completing the unit “War and Peace” and
have been looking at a range of differing text types. The
assessment task will be a speech in Week 9.

Year 9 are studying Shakespeare in the unit “History
and Language - Comedy”. The plays being studied are
“Twelfth Night” and “The Taming of the Shrew”. The
assessment task will be a multimodal class presentation
in Weeks 9 and 10.

Year 10 are also studying Shakespeare, in the unit
“History and Language — Tragedy” and students have
been focusing on the play “Macbeth”. The students
also enjoyed travelling to see the play performed live
at Seymour Centre in Sydney, a truly novel experience.
The assessment task is a multimodal class presentation in
Weeks 9 and 10.

Year 11 have completed their first senior task, gaining
a better understanding the rigors of the Preliminary HSC
course. Advanced English is completing a critical study
of the novel “The Kite Runner”. Standard English is
currently completing a close study of the novel “Jasper
Jones”. In English Studies, students are busy watching,
reading and writing about a range of documentaries,
news articles and current affairs shows.

Year 12 are into their third term of the HSC course
with students across the three courses (Advanced,
Standard and Studies) currently studying the units:
'Craft of Writing'; 'Critical Study of a Text'; 'Close
Study of a Text' and 'Telling Us All About It'. Students
are immersed in a wide range of texts, spanning
plays, novels, poems, films, song lyrics and visual
texts. Students in the Advanced and Standard courses
completed their assessment task in Week 5. English
Studies portfolio task is due today.

Advanced English students enjoyed a trip to the
Seymour Centre for an enthralling performance of The
Crucible, a 1953 play by Arthur Miller.

Drama are working collaboratively on their group
performance task, which is due in Week 10.

Drama Club

Thanks to Mrs Hunt's amazing initiative, KMHS now
has a Drama Club, which runs every Thursday during
Break 1. The club has been a great success, met with
enthusiasm and fabulous participation.

As always, reading is a key part
of our students’ success and we
encourage parents to listen to and
read with your children on a regular
basis.

Ms Lisa Bell
HT English

Year 10 (andfo_L}r Year 11) students visiting the Seymour Centre
to see Macbeth.

Kariong Mountains High School Newsletter - Term 2 - Week 8 - 2023

4340 0246 | 10 Festival Drive, Mt Penang Parklands Kariong NSW 2250 | kariongmtn-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au | kariongmountains-high.com.au



mailto:kariongmtn-h.school%40det.nsw.edu.au?subject=
https://kariongmountains-high.com.au/

COMMUNITY NOTICES & EVENTS

Be
empowered

Y

e

to make a difference
in your community
Are you ‘
passionate - = — )
about making a Thinking Out Loud Learn
positive change for . . leadership 4
young people in |I1C|I..|dlﬂg US Gain <kills
Dotyou your community? confidence in 3
want your YOUTH FORUM iliti ;
voice to be your abilities : .
heard? Join us at
the The Thinking Out Loud Youth Forum is a safe and inclusive s E
Thinking Outlod |  space where you can share your ideas, opinions, and o I t d th ]
Vouth Forum DISI) dys created wi A
concerns with other young people, businesses, organisations, What are & .
event co-ordinators and shopping centre management and Y L leg0® brl cks by SYDLUG 3
together, we can make a difference. ou Register
P today and be
waiting for? o9 g ® and |]| ® pl y bl
We want to hear from young peple about what you think inspired for l'e 0 an Du 0 a ta es
FRIDAY 16 JUNE could be improved, what you would like to see, and what you positive change!

think could be done to better include young people.

Lego® for sale mcludmﬂ sets, rare
new in box retired sets
and mmmgures for sale.

IR

Tickets 816
thz toor

Saratoga Progress Hall
15 Kyeema Ave, Saratoga

Function Room By joining the Thinking Out Loud Youth Forum, you will have

Central Coast Counclil the opportunity to collaborate with other young people to

wyong Administration Building

create positive change in your community.

REGISTER

p. 4304 7071
e. youthservices@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au

www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/ThinkingOutLoud

~. Go4Fun |
Central Coast Local Health District L
~ OPEN DAY
I5¢ {J’)—

et kids
SAT 24TH JUNE 10AM - 3PM

active! pss

FREE HOT SHOTS CLASSES!
First 20 to Register Receive FREE Hot Shots Racquet!

HHPIRDCA40T

AWk

Nsw TRY PICKLE BALL! | BBQ
PRIZES | GAMES | GIVEAWAYS

Go4Fun is a FREE 10-week healthy wellbeing program for children aged 7 to HITTING WALL + SPEEDO
13 to enjoy along with their families. Run by top trained health professionals,
it’s a fun way for kids to build self-esteem and learn about eating well, staying 13 RACECOUR
active and living a healthy life.

Go4Fun is on again in Term 3 with three great locations:

Lake Haven Recreation Centre, Tuesdays 4pm-6pm
(Aboriginal program for everyone run by Bungree)

Gosford Olympic Swimming Pool, Wednesdays 4pm-6pm
Bateau Bay Neighbourhood Centre, Thursdays 4pm—6pm
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