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MISSION STATEMENT 
                                                              

Kariong Public School is a positive, engaging, and 
supportive environment where all students are valued 
and motivated to learn. Our whole school community 

shows RESPECT, RESPONSIBILTY, and strives to achieve 
their PERSONAL BEST. 
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The staff and students at Kariong Public 
School extend a very warm welcome to 
you and your family as you become a part 
of our school’s community. We trust that 
your association with the school will be a 
happy and productive one for both you 
and your children. Kariong Public School 
strives to create a positive, engaging, and 
supportive environment where all 
students are valued and motivated to 
learn. 
 
We endeavour to continually strengthen 
our partnerships between parents, 
teachers, students, and members of the 
wider community through effective 
communication and your active 
involvement in the school is encouraged. 
Whether it’s helping in the classroom, 
listening to children read, or being a 
member of the P & C, your support is 
invaluable and appreciated. 
 
Kariong Public school opened on 11 April 
1988. The school overlooks the State 
Forest and Brisbane Water National Park 
and is surrounded by native flora. 
 

Our school is a Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) School with a focus on our three core values 
of RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY and PERSONAL BEST.  We offer quality teaching and learning 
programs across all key learning areas. We offer many extra curricula activities to develop the 
whole child. Students are taught to use technology responsibly and effectively to ensure they 
are capable, future focussed learners. Each room is equipped with smartboard technology and 
wireless Internet access to complement our learning programs. 
 
Kariong Public School’s three strategic directions that drive our school plan are: 
 

1) Creative learners 
2) Quality systems 
3) Positive partnerships  

 
The Kariong Public School Motto is: ‘View to the Future’ 
 

We look forward to getting to know you and your children.  
 

Toni Skinner 
Principal 
 

WELCOME 



Office Hours:  8:30am – 3:15pm   
Office:   Located on Truscott Avenue (side of the school) 
Phone:   4340 1885       
Email:    kariong-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  
Website:                      www.kariong-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 Facebook:  www.facebook.com/kariongpublicschool 
 
 
EXECUTIVE STAFF 
Principal 
Mrs Toni Skinner 
 

 Assistant Principals 
Mrs Kerry Rayner 
Miss Skye Drabsch 
Mrs Vicki Priest 
Mr Chad Wootton 
Mrs Louise Hoyle APCI 
Mrs Lesa White APCI  

  OFFICE STAFF  
  School Administrative Manager                                           School Administrative Officers 
  Mrs Debbie Shoobridge      Mrs Tracey Leete 
         Mrs Rebecca Kain 
         Mrs Lisa Mills  
                      

 

SCHOOL SONG 

With a view to the future 

A vision young and free 

The beauty of the rolling hills 

Means so much to me 

Our clean, sweet air 

Our native land 

A joy for all to see 

We live with pride at Kariong 

So, with true co-operation 

We’re striving honestly 

Strength and dedication 

We try too ever be 

Caring for our friends 

And always working earnestly 

Because we come from Kariong

mailto:kariong-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.kariong-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.facebook.com/kariongpublicschool


ACCESS TO SCHOOL GROUNDS 
There are three pedestrian access points to the school - Langford Drive, Truscott Avenue and 
Foster Close.  Due to limited parking in these streets, parents collecting children in cars are 
encouraged to use the nearest access point and escort children back to their car.  The bus 
bay in Langford Drive has parking restrictions. Please do not park in any driveways or car 
parks.  Car parks are not for pedestrian use.  An authorised car park is located near the school 
hall.  
 
Langford Drive gates are locked between 9:30am and 2:30pm daily.  All access during these 
hours is via Truscott Avenue where the gates remain closed but not locked. 
 
AFTERNOON DISMISSAL 
Kindergarten, Year 1, and Year 2 children who are not collected on time will be taken to the 
Office. Any Year 3 to 6 students who are not collected on time, should go to the Office. 
Executive staff will contact the parent/emergency contact. Please advise your child’s class 
teacher if there is to be a change in the method of departure from school.   
 
ALLERGIES 
New regulations require specific paperwork to be completed by your child’s doctor if your 
child has anaphylaxis, asthma, or allergies. The office staff will provide this paperwork that 
MUST BE SIGNED BY A DOCTOR. We appreciate your support in this matter. 
 
ANAPHYLAXIS 
We have several children in our school who have anaphylaxis. Parents have been incredibly 
supportive in the efforts to keep children safe. On behalf of families with children who have 
anaphylaxis, we thank you for limiting nut products given to your children and hope you 
continue this practice. 
 
At school we encourage your children to: 
 
1. Not share food 
 
2. Not buy food for others at the canteen 
 
3. Wash their hands regularly after eating 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Students are required by law to attend school every day, unless the child is ill, has an 
infectious disease; is incapacitated by injury, honouring a religious commitment, or 
attending an appointment. 
 
It is important your child maintains consistent attendance patterns to enhance their 
learning. Students who are absent can miss the introduction of new concepts and can have 
difficulty with follow-up activities. 
 
Should your child miss school for any reason, it is necessary to notify the teacher, either by 
writing a note to the teacher or sending an email. You can also reply to the absentee text 
that will be sent to your mobile on the day that your child is absent.  A legitimate reason for 
the absence must be provided within seven days of your child returning to school.  
 



If your child is late to school or leaving early during school hours, you must obtain a note 
from the office to take to the class teacher. If you plan to take your child out of school for 
an extended period of more than 5 school days for an overseas holiday you must fill in an 
application for extended leave. When approved by the principal a certificate will then be 
issued. Please see the office for further details. 
 
BELL TIMES 
First Bell                  8:52 am 
Morning Lines              8:55 am 
Recess start                         10:55 am 
Recess ends                         11:35 am 
Lunch starts                         12:55 pm 
Lunch ends                          13:35 pm 
Dismissal                              14:55 pm 
 
BIKES AND SCOOTERS  
Before a student is permitted to ride a bike or scooter to school, they must be issued with a 
‘licence’.  To gain a licence, the student must be 10 years of age, have parental permission 
to ride, wear a helmet whilst riding, have a roadworthy bike or scooter and answer questions 
to establish that they have the knowledge and skills to ride safely.  The ‘licence’ may be 
withdrawn at any time in the case of unsafe riding. 
 
Children must walk their bike or scooter upon entering and leaving the school grounds.  
Provision is made for the storing of these during the day, although no responsibility for theft 
or damage can be borne by the school.  All students storing bikes need to have an 
appropriate lock to ensure their bikes cannot be moved by anyone other than themselves.    
 
BOOK CLUB  
The Scholastic book club operates each month.  All orders are online. 
 
BUS TRAVEL 
To travel to school by bus you must apply for a school travel pass (Opal card). To apply for a 
school travel pass (Opal card) go to https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts. A teacher 
supervises the safety of students whilst waiting to board the afternoon bus. 
 
CANTEEN 
The canteen is privately run and operates daily. Children may order recess and lunch by 
placing their order, each morning, in the lunch baskets provided in each classroom, or 
preferably online by registering at: www.spriggyschools.com.au 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please notify the school immediately if there is a change of address, telephone number or 
emergency contacts so your school records can be kept up to date if ever there is a need to 
contact you regarding your child. 
 

http://www.spriggyschools.com.au/


 
 
 
 
DRESS CODE 
Our school uniform is supported by parents and staff as part of the school dress code for 
Kariong Public School.  Therefore, it is expected that children will wear this school uniform.  
Certain circumstances may apply where a child is not able to wear the adopted uniform.  
Variations may be considered for limited occasions with the permission of the principal.  As 
part of the dress code, no jewellery; except watches and studs, for pierced ears, may be 
worn. 
 
DOGS 
Under the Companion Animals Act 1998 school grounds are a Prohibited Area and dogs must 
not be brought onto the school grounds.   
 
ENROLLING 
Prior to enrolling your child, please ensure that you provide the following original documents 

• Birth certificate  
• Proof of address (100 points of Identification) 
• Immunisation certificate 
• Court orders (if applicable) 
• Medical (if applicable) 

Once sighted, these documents will be photocopied, kept on file and the originals returned 
to you. 
 
FACEBOOK 
Kariong Public School has a Facebook page www.facebook.com/kariongpublicschool 
The school regularly uses this online space to share a variety of information to parents about 
the class work students are completing and various events and activities taking place. Please 
visit and ‘Like’ our Facebook page to keep abreast of important notices and school events. 
 
MEDICATION 
It is at times necessary for students to take prescribed medication whilst at school. An 
Individual Health Care Plan and request for support at school form, must be completed and 
signed to allow for the administration of medication. Medication must be provided in its 
original packaging clearly labelled with the dosage, time, child’s name and delivered to the 
office upon arrival at school. No medication, except an asthma reliever or EpiPen, is to be 
kept by students during the day. The school can only administer medication if the 
appropriate paperwork has been completed. Please see the office. 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Our school publishes a high-quality newsletter each week. Newsletters can be found on the 
Kariong Public School website. You will find important information about events and school 
activities in the weekly newsletter.  A copy will be emailed to all parents/carers every Friday. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/kariongpublicschool
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OFFICE 
Everyone must report to the office when entering the school grounds. 
Payments to the office can be made via our online payment system (preferred) through 
School Bytes, cash or Eftpos. Please download our School Bytes App -  
https://portal.schoolbytes.education/auth/login 
 
 
 
OOSH 
Kariong Public School has on-site before and after school care run by Coast Community 
Connections (basckariong@cccl.com.au) 0413 849 927 as well as off site before and after 
school care run by the Kariong Neighbourhood Centre (info@kariongoosh.org.au) 4340 4561 
 
PARENT HELPERS  
There are many opportunities for parents to assist at school: by being an active member of 
the P & C, assisting with small group or individual activities such as reading in the classroom 
or by assisting at special school events such as carnivals, transporting children to outside 
activities or helping on excursions. 
Whenever you are volunteering to assist whilst on school grounds you must sign in and out 
on the iPad or QR code located at the office and have completed a child related work form 
which you can find in forms in Schoolbytes or online -  
Declaration for child-related workers (nsw.gov.au) 
You must wear a school-issued ‘Visitors’ or ‘Parent Helper’ Badge. These requirements are 
necessary for insurance, Child Protection, and emergency evacuation purposes. 
 
PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION (P&C) 
Our Parents and Citizens Association is an important and integral part of the school. The  
P & C is a group of interested parents and citizens who meet and discuss the school’s 
progress, educational developments, and ways of assisting the education of our children. 
The P & C raises funds which contribute to the enhancement of teaching and learning 
programs at our school. We hope that as many parents as possible will take advantage of 
these meetings and become more aware of what is happening in our school. P & C meetings 
are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 6:30 pm in the school’s staffroom. Your 
attendance at P & C meetings will prove of great benefit to yourself and be a source of 
encouragement to other parents and the staff. We look forward to seeing you there.  
  
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING (PBL) 
Kariong Public School is a Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) school. Our aim at Kariong 
Public School is to promote RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY and PERSONAL BEST in all our 
students so they always feel safe and secure at school. Students who regularly demonstrate 
the expected behaviour associated with these three core values will accrue one point each 
day towards achieving their Bronze, Silver, Gold and Diamond awards as part of our PBL 
focus. 
 
SCHOOL COUNSELLOR 
The School Counsellor attends the school on a part-time basis.  The Counsellor’s work 
involves aptitude testing to determine students in need of special assistance, making 
diagnostic contact with students referred for emotional, behavioural, or learning needs, 

mailto:info@kariongoosh.org.au
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/policy-library/associated-documents/pd-2005-0264-07.pdf


counselling students, advising teachers on how to improve student outcomes and consulting 
with parents.  Permission from the parent/carer is required prior to this referral.  All 
information is given and received in the strictest confidence.  Action, if necessary, is taken 
for the welfare and educational progress of the child.   
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 
Please see the Department website link for regular updates and further information 
regarding School holidays. School Development days are publicised on our school’s calender 
which is provided to all parents in the Newsletter or contact our school office for further 
information. https://www.nsw.gov.au/about-nsw/school-holidays 
 
SCHOOL HOURS 
Teachers are rostered for morning duty from 8:25am to 8:55am. The playground areas are 
fully supervised during recess and lunch breaks. The school playground is not supervised 
prior to 8:25am or after 2:55pm. For the children’s safety and welfare, students should not 
be in the playground outside the stated supervised times.  
 
SCHOOL HOUSE TEAMS 
On enrolment each child is placed in one of the following school sporting houses: 
• Waratah  (red) 
• Wattle   (yellow) 
• Grevillea  (blue) 
• Banksia  (green) 
These houses compete in a formal setting for all school athletics, cross country, and 
swimming carnivals and in Years 3 to 6 for grade sport activities. 
 
SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SRE) 
Representatives of denominational groups provide religious instruction for 40 minutes a 
week. Special Religious Education and Special Education in Ethics groups are formed based 
on information supplied on your child’s enrolment form. If you wish to change at any time, 
it must be put it writing and given to the office. We offer combined churches and Catholic 
options at Kariong public school. 
 
VOLUNTARY SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 
School contributions are voluntary. The money is used to purchase resources to directly 
support student learning. Parents are notified of the amount at the beginning of each school 
year. The contribution is $50.00 per student or $80.00 per family. 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
The Uniform Shop is privately run and their website for ordering is – 
www.gtschool.com.au/index.php/Home/Index/index.html 
Uniform items can be purchased from the uniform shop which is located to the eastern side 
of the hall/canteen. Payments can be made via cash or Eftpos.  
 
Uniform Shop Hours of operation are: -  
Tuesday - 8:30am to 9:30am 
Thursday - 2:30pm to 3:30pm 
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