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INTRODUCTION

Inner Sydney High School has high expectations for all students and supports students in
achieving learning outcomes. This document is designed to ensure consistency in
assessment throughout the school and to ensure knowledge of requirements.

PURPOSE

The purpose of assessment at Inner Sydney High School is to successfully drive student
growth and attainment through effective teaching and learning practices.

To assess the development of individual student’s skills and understanding, each course has
an assessment program which will comprise a series of formal Assessment Tasks.
Examples of Assessment Tasks include formal examinations, presentations, performances,
assignments, topic tests, fieldwork reports, laboratory reports, research and practical
projects.

Each Assessment Task provides individualised feedback on student strengths, identifies
areas for improvement and suggests strategies to improve on these areas. Students are then
supported to set goals and undertake the learning needed to achieve them.

At Inner Sydney High School, we also assess student achievement to:
e Evaluate and report on student learning and achievement

e Gather, analyse and interpret data about teaching and learning, to identify areas where
specific improvements can be targeted and achieved

e Evaluate the effectiveness of, and plan for improvement in, teaching programs and
strategies

Provide data to help create student Personalised Learning and Support Plans (PLSPs)
Acknowledge academic excellence

Meet New South Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA) and Department of
Education (DoE) requirements.

Formative assessment

Formative assessment is used to monitor student learning and provide ongoing feedback that
can help students to identify strengths and weaknesses, and target areas for improvement.
Students may be required to submit components of their Assessment Tasks for feedback
during the process of completing the task.

How can you help your child?

You can:

e Encourage your child to organise, plan, complete and submit work on time
e Provide a space for effective study and school work

e Contact the school if your child is experiencing difficulty.

Students and families will be notified via a Letter of Concern for non-submission of an
Assessment Task. This will provide the opportunity for students and their families to put in
further supports to ensure that students are able to meet future deadlines.



STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Read and understand the assessment policy

e  Students should be familiar with this Assessment Policy and Procedures. Students need
to know and understand the expectations, tasks and timing of assessments for each of
their courses.

Organisation

e  Students must collect any work or Assessment Task Notifications missed due to
absence from class for any reason.

o Students should bring all required equipment to assessment tasks or examinations.

e Absence is not an excuse for missing an assessment task.

Satisfactory completion

e |tis important that students make a serious attempt at completing all assessment tasks,
including submitting their work in an appropriate format and on time. Students should
demonstrate sustained diligence and effort in each subject and participate in all lessons
constructively.

Submitted tasks

e The completed assessment task should be submitted via the Assignments Tab on the
subject MS Team, or where stipulated on the Assessment Task Notification, by the time
stated on the task notification. It is the students’ responsibility to ensure that the task
can be accessed by the teacher and that it is submitted on time. Late submissions may
result in ‘Unable to Assess’. All submitted tasks must be uploaded as PDFs. No links to
web based documents are permitted.

Notification of clashes for other school business

o If students have a clash of assessment with another school event or school business,
they must discuss this situation in advance with Head Teacher of the relevant subject. It
is not necessary to submit the lliness/Misadventure Form.

e Students must ensure that they leave adequate time to discuss any concerns with the
Head Teacher of the relevant subject.

Extended absences

o Extended absences, like an overseas holiday, will not be taken into account and can
lead to students not meeting outcomes in that course, as well as achieving ‘Unable to
Assess’ for that task. Students intending on being absent for more than 5 days must
complete a Request for Extended Leave form.

e Submitted tasks should be submitted either in advance or whilst the student is on leave.
If the task is an in-class task, students will be awarded ‘Unable to Assess’ and may be
given the opportunity to complete the task for feedback only upon their return to school.
It is the responsibility of the student to discuss the impact of their absenteeism with each
teacher.

Feedback

e Students should ensure that any questions about grades or comments awarded for an
individual piece of work are resolved at the time the work is handed back.



ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES

Notification of task

e Students will be provided with at least two weeks’ notice in writing of any assessment
task in the form of an official Assessment Task Notification. If students are absent, it is
their responsibility to request an Assessment Task Notification from the teacher upon
their return to school.

¢ Assessment Task Notifications should also be posted on the respective MS Teams.

Submission of drafts

o Students are encouraged to submit one draft only per task, depending on the nature of
the task and teacher instructions.
e The due date of the draft will be noted on the Assessment Task Notification.

Late submissions

o  Work submitted late without an lliness/Misadventure application will automatically be
awarded ‘Unable to Assess’.
o Teachers will provide feedback on the task to enable student growth for future tasks.

Computer and technology issues

o Computer and associated technology malfunctions, even theft, without evidence of ‘work
in progress’ is not a reason for late submission.

e  Students should ensure that they back up all work as they work on their assessment
tasks.

o  Students must ensure that they have submitted the task online and that teachers have
access to the documents linked to the MS Teams Assignments Tab if it is electronically
submitted. PDFs should be uploaded to ensure access — not links to any documents.

e Students have access to printers at school.

Non-serious attempts

e Students are required to make a serious attempt in all assessment tasks and class
work.

e Students may be awarded zero marks and ‘Unable to Assess’ depending on the degree
of the attempt made.

Absenteeism and fairness

o To ensure fairness and equity in the lead up to an Assessment Task, students that are
absent on the day at any time of when the task is due should provide an independent
Doctor’s Certificate or other evidence along with an lliness/Misadventure Form to the
Head Teacher of the subject to certify their absence. If students are late due to public
transport, they should provide screen shots of evidence of delay from official
transportation apps, websites or screens at the transportational hub.



Malpractice

Malpractice covers a range of activities that gives a student an unfair advantage over other
students. It includes, but is not limited to:

e Breach of school examination rules.

e Plagiarism - copying someone else’s work (in whole or part) and presenting it as their
own, including work from textbooks, websites and Al produced work.

e  Submitting work to which another person has contributed substantially (including
parents, tutors, coaches, or other subject experts).

e Using non-approved aids during an assessment task including mobile phones, smart
watches or other electronic devices.

o Creating false explanations to explain work not handed in by the due date.

e Assisting another student to engage in malpractice.

Students will be required to resubmit the assessment task, with feedback being provided by
the class teacher only.

ILLNESS/MISADVENTURE

Absence on the day of task

e Students must ensure that their assessment tasks are submitted on the due date. If a
student is absent with reason and does not submit or attend an assessment task, they
must complete and submit lliness/Misadventure Form.

e Parents should contact the school on the morning of a task to notify that the student is
unable to attend.

Evidential documentation

o Students will be required to obtain a medical certificate from an independent medical
practitioner not immediately related to them, or other formal documentation to explain
their absence. Please note that the school will not accept Statutory Declarations.

¢ A medical certificate should be obtained on the day of the task and state the reason for
the absence.

Return to school

o  On their return to school, students must hand a hard copy of their lliness/Misadventure
Form and supporting documentation to the Head Teacher of the subject within two
school days. If the Head Teacher is unavailable, students may submit these documents
to the 2IC of the subject. Emailed documents may not be accepted.

o Students will be required complete the assessment task, regardless of the outcome of
the lliness/Misadventure Form application.

Extensions

A student may apply for an extension to the due date if they feel that they have a genuine
inability to meet a due date due to exceptional circumstances. A student who wishes to apply
for an extension prior to the due date must:

e complete an lliness/Misadventure Form; and

e provide the completed lliness/Misadventure Form to the relevant Head Teacher as soon
as reasonably possible prior to the due date. Any requests for an extension to the due
date will be assessed by the relevant Head Teacher on a discretionary basis.



DISABILITY PROVISIONS

A student may be granted disability provisions if they have:

Visual or auditory difficulties

Learning difficulties

Fine motor difficulties

llinesses such as diabetes

Ongoing injuries that may impact their ability to complete Assessment Tasks
Psychological difficulties

To apply for disability provisions, parents/caregivers must provide documentation and inform
the school of the student’s disability by contacting the Head Teacher Diverse Learning.

LIFE SKILLS

All students are entitled to participate in and progress through the curriculum. Years 7—10
courses based on Life Skills outcomes and content provide options for students with
disability who cannot access the regular course outcomes, particularly students with an
intellectual disability.

Please refer to the NESA website at
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/diversity-in-learning/special-
education/life-skills and contact the Head Teacher Diverse Learning for further information.

FURTHER INFORMATION

All syllabus requirements and outcomes for each course/subject can be found on the
NESA website at https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-
10/years/stage-4. Please refer to this for clarification.

Note that there may be minor adjustments made to due dates and outcomes. Please
see the Course specific Assessment Task Notification (issued two weeks before the
assessment task) for up-to-date information.


https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/diversity-in-learning/special-education/life-skills
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/diversity-in-learning/special-education/life-skills
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/years/stage-4
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/years/stage-4

Course Assessment Outlines
English — Year 8

Subject overview

Language and text shape our understanding of ourselves and our world. This allows us to relate
with others, and contributes to our intellectual, social and emotional development. In English K—
10, students study language in its various textual forms, which develop in complexity, to understand
how meaning is shaped, conveyed, interpreted, and reflected.

Students engage with literature from Australia, including the rich voices of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Peoples, and from across the world. These texts communicate in distinctive ways and
are shaped by lived experiences, knowledge, cultures, and connections. By exploring historic and
contemporary texts, representative of a range of cultural and social perspectives, students broaden
their experiences and become empowered to express their identities, personal values and ethics.

Through interrelated practices and experiences in understanding and creating texts, students learn
about the power, purpose, value, and art of English. The development of these interconnected skills
and understandings supports students to become confident communicators, critical and
imaginative thinkers, and informed and active participants in society.

Topics and Outcomes Covered
e First Nations Poetry
e Overcoming Adversity: Novel Study
e Life Writing
e Drama Close Study
e Auteur Study

Assessment Schedule

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3
Topic(s) First Nations Poetry Novel Study Life Writing
Task Type Poetic techniques and Extended Response -in Life Writing —hand in
analytical paragraph —in | class and in class reflection
class
Due Date Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Week 7 Week 8 Week 7
Assessment EN4-URA-01 EN4-ECA-01 EN4-ECA-01
Outcomes EN4-URB-01 EN4-URA-01 EN4-ECB-01
EN4-ECA-01 EN4-URB-01




History (HSIE) — Year 8

Subject overview

The Stage 4 curriculum provides a study of the nature of history and historical sources, both
archaeological and written. Students investigate ancient history from the time of the earliest
human communities to the end of the ancient period (approximately 60 000 BC — c. AD 650). It
was a period defined by the development of cultural practices and organised societies, including
Australia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, India and China.

Students study a range of depth studies from the end of the ancient period to the beginning of
the modern period (c. AD 650 — c. 1750). During this period, major civilisations around the world
came into contact with each other. Social, economic, religious and political beliefs were often
challenged and significantly changed, underpinning the shaping of the modern world.

Topics and Outcomes Covered

e Overview: The Ancient World / Investigating the Ancient Past (Including Aboriginal CCP)
HT4-1, HT4-5, HT4-6, HT4-8, HT4-9, HT4-10

e The Mediterranean World — Ancient Egypt and Ancient Project HT4-2, HT4-3, HT4-6, HT4-
9, HT4-10

e The Asian World — Ancient China HT4-2, HT4-3, HT4-6, HT4-9, HT4-10

e Overview: The Medieval World / The Western and Islamic World — Medieval Europe HT4-
3, HT4-7, HT4-8, HT4-9, HT4-10

e The Asia Pacific World — Japan under the Shoguns HT4-3, HT4-4, HT4-7, HT4-9, HT4-10

e Expanding Contacts — The Spanish Conquest of the Americas HT4-2, HT4-3, HT4-4, HT4-7,
HT4-10

Assessment Schedule

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4
Topic(s) Investigating the | The Overview: The The Asia Pacific
Ancient Past Mediterranean Medieval World / | World — Japan
World — Egypt The Western and | under the
and The Ancient | Islamic World — Shoguns
Project) Medieval
Europe
Task Type In class test Submitted Picture Book In Class Test
Project
Due Date Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Week 8 Week 6 Week 7 Week 3
Assessment HT4-1 HT4-2 HT4-3 HT4-4
Outcomes HT4-9 HT4-3 HT4-8 HT4-6
HT4-10 HT4-10 HT4-9




Languages (French) — Year 8

Subject overview

The aim of Modern Languages K—10 is to empower students to become effective communicators in

Italian by developing linguistic competence and intercultural capability.

Students:

e |earn tointeract, understand and create texts in French
e reflect on and understand their own and others’ languages, cultures and identity
e develop an interest in and enjoyment of language learning.

Topics and Outcomes Covered
e Self Introduction

e Places
e Home

e Pets and Animals
e Celebrations and Festivals
e Making plans and going out

e School day

Assessment Schedule

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4
Topic(s) Self Introduction | At home & Pets Celebrations and | Going out
& and Animals making plans
Where you live
Task Type Interview In-class test In-class In-class test
(Listening and (Listening, Presentation (Reading and
Speaking) Reading and (Writing and Listening)
Writing) Speaking)
Due Date Term 2 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Week 2 Week 9 Week 8 Week 7
Assessment ML4-UND-01 ML4-UND-01 ML4-INT-01 ML4-UND-01
Outcomes ML4-INT-01 ML4-CRT-01 ML4-CRT-01




Languages (Japanese) — Year 8

Subject overview
The aim of Modern Languages K—10 is to empower students to become effective communicators in
Japanese by developing linguistic competence and intercultural capability.
Students:
e learn to interact, understand and create texts in Japanese
e reflect on and understand their own and others’ languages, cultures and identity
e develop an interest in and enjoyment of language learning.

Topics and Outcomes Covered
e Self-Introduction
e Family and Pets
e Mealtimes
o Likes and Dislikes
e Discovering Japan

Assessment Schedule
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4
Topic(s) Self-Introduction | Self-Introduction | Family and Pets Likes and Dislikes
Task Type In-class In-class In-class In-class
examination examination examination examination
(Understanding & | (Interacting skills) | (Understanding (Interacting skill)
Creating skills) and Creating
skills)
Due Date Term 2 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Week 2 Week 9 Week 8 Week 7
Assessment ML4-UND-01 ML4-INT-01 ML4-UND-01 ML4-INT-01
Outcomes ML4-CRT-01 ML4-CRT-01
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Mathematics — Year 8

Subject overview

Mathematical ideas have evolved and continue to develop across cultures and have been practised
in Australia by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples for thousands of years. Through the
study of mathematics, students apply their knowledge and skills to deepen their understanding of
the world.

Making connections across mathematical concepts and other subject areas enhances students’
ability to understand the purpose of learning mathematics and to develop a deeper conceptual
understanding. This helps students to recognise the role of mathematics in solving problems in the
world around them, applying their understanding to familiar and unfamiliar situations.

By studying mathematics, students develop essential numeracy skills and fluency, while nurturing
the ability to think logically, critically and creatively. They learn about patterns and reason about
relationships, creating opportunities to generalise their solutions and to solve non-routine
problems.

When students enjoy learning mathematics, they develop a positive self-concept and become
self-motivated learners through active participation in appropriately challenging tasks. This can
enhance their resilience in solving mathematical problems relevant to further education and their
everyday lives.

Topics Covered
e Algebra e Pythagoras’ Theorem
e Indices e Linear Relationships
e Equations e Ratios and Rates
e Measurement e Statistics
e Percentages and Financial Mathematics e Geometry
Assessment Schedule
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4
Topic(s) Algebra; Measurement; Pythagoras’ Ratios and Rates;
Indices; Percentages and | Theorem,; Statistics;
Equations Financial Linear Geometry;
Mathematics Relationships Equations;
Algebra
Task Type In-class In-class In-Class Formal Exam
Due Date Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Week 9 Week 5 Week 4 Week 4
Assessment MA4-ALG-C-01 MA4-ARE-C-01 MA4-PYT-C-01 MA4-PYT-C-01
Outcomes MAA4-IND-C-01 MA4-VOL-C-01 MA4-LIN-C-01 MA4-LIN-C-01
MA4-EQU-C-01 MA4-FRC-C-01 MA4-RAT-C-01
MA4-DAT-C-01
MA4-DAT-C-02




Music — Year 8

Subject overview
Students participate in listening, performing and composing activities covering a range of musical

style and concepts.

Topics Covered
e Be aProducer
e You'rein the Band
e Australian Music

Assessment Schedule

Task 1 Task 2 Task 4
Topic(s) Be a Producer You’re in the Band Australian Music
Task Type Composition Performance Listening
Due Date Term 1 Term 3 Term 4
Week 9 Week 8 Week 4
Assessment 4.4 4.3 4.8
Outcomes

12



PDHPE — Year 8

Subject overview

In Year 8 PDHPE, students will further develop their knowledge and understanding of lifestyle
choices and the importance of healthy habits. They will also start to analyse relationships and
become further educated on how to identify unsafe or unhealthy relationships. In addition,
students will study a sexual health unit focusing on forms of contraception methods and STI’s by
raising awareness, educating and promoting healthy decisions for young people.

Topics and Outcomes Covered

e Diet and Nutrition, Healthy and Balanced Lifestyles

e Positive Relationships
Sexual Health
Positive and Negative Risk (Vaping)
Initiative, Fitness and Challenge Games
Creative Movement and Composition
Net and Court Games 1
Invasion Games 2
Hoop Sports 1

Assessment Schedule

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4
Topic(s) Healthy Lifestyles | Creative Risk vs Reward Invasion Games 2
Movement (Touch Football
and Oztag)
Task Type Presentation - Ongoing in class Health Ongoing in class
Submitted online | — Movement and | Promotion — Movement
Performance Campaign - skills and tactics
Submitted online
Due Date Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Week 9 Week 4 Week 10 Week 4
Assessment PD4-6 PD4-5 PD4-3 PD5-5
Outcomes PD4-8 PD4-10 PD4-7 PD4-11
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investigation.

Subject Overview

In Year 8, students continue to explore topics from all areas of Science. They will learn to write valid
procedures for experiments and to process and present data using tables and graphs. Students will
also evaluate scientific models and continue to build their knowledge and understanding of a
variety of concepts from the chemical, living and physical worlds. A mandatory group research
project will also allow students to apply their skills to answer a scientific question through

Topics and Outcomes Covered
e Energy (SC4-5WS, SC4-11PW)
e Rocks (SC4-5WS, SC4-12ES)
e Particle theory (SC4-16CW)
e Elements and Compounds (SC4-9WS, SC4-16CW, SC4-17CW)
e Forces (SC4-7WS, SC4-10PW)
e Student group research project (SC4-4WS, SC4-7WS)
e Cells and Systems (SC4-9WS, SC4-14LW, SC4-15LW)

Assessment Schedule

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3
Topic(s) Energy, Rocks, Particle Forces Energy, Rocks, Particle
Theory Theory, Elements and
Compounds, Forces and
Cells and Systems
Task Type Half Yearly Examination | Group Student Research | Yearly Examination
Project
Due Date Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Week 3 Week 8 Week 4
Assessment SC4-11PW SC4-7WS SC4-11PW
Outcomes SC4-12ES SC4-9WS SC4-12ES
SC4-16CW SC4-10PW SC4-16CW
SC4-17CW
SC4-10PW
SC4-141LW

14



Technology Mandatory — Year 8

Subject overview

The study of Technology Mandatory in Years 7-8 enables students to become responsible users of
technologies and designers of solutions. Through the practical application of knowledge and
understanding, students develop skills in the safe use of a range of technologies to design, produce
and evaluate solutions to identified needs and opportunities.

Topics and Outcomes Covered

Students will undertake the following units of work on rotation for approximately 13 weeks each.
e I’'min Charge (Materials Technologies TE4-1DP, TE4-3DP, TE4-OMA)
e Fantastic Food (Food Technologies TE4-1DP, TE4-3DP, TE4-6FO)
e 0z Tales Digital Story (Materials Technologies TE4-1DP, TE4-2DP, TE4-3DP)

Assessment Schedule

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3
Topic(s) Rotation 1 Rotation 2 Rotation 3
Task Type Project and Design Project and Design Project and Design
Portfolio Portfolio Development
Submitted Submitted Pitch
Due Date Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Week 3 Week 7 Week 4
Assessment Outcomes are dependent on the topic being completed within each rotation
Outcomes and will be included in each specific assessment task notification.

15



Visual Arts — Year 8

Subject overview

Students demonstrate their understanding of Visual Arts Artmaking and Critical and Historical
studies through practical and theoretical conventions and concepts. Students investigate artistic
movements including Surrealism, Pop Art and Postmodernism.

Topics Covered

o Semester 1- Street Art
e Semester 2- Portraits

Assessment Schedule

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4
Topic(s) Critical and Artmaking Critical and Artmaking
Historical Studies | Street Art Historical Studies | Portraits
VAPD
Task Type Visual Arts Artmaking task Research taskin | Artmaking task
Process Diary with Visual Arts with
accompanying Process Diary accompanying
Submitted in artist statement artist statement
class Submitted in
Completed in class Completed in
class class
Due Date Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Week 8 Week 2 Week 6 Week 5
Assessment 4.7 4.5 4.8 4.4
Outcomes

16



YEAR 8 ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW — SEMESTER ONE

Week 1
Week 2 AT1 — Languages
AT2 — Visual Arts
Week 3 AT1 — Science
AT1 — Technology Mandatory
Week 4 AT2 — PDHPE
Week 5 AT2 — Mathematics
Week 6 AT2 — HSIE

Week 7 | AT1 - English

Week 8 | AT1-HSIE AT2 — English
AT1 — Visual Arts

Week 9 | AT1 — Mathematics AT2 — Languages
AT1 — Music
AT1 - PDHPE

Week 10

Week 11

17



YEAR 8 ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW - SEMESTER TWO

TERM 3 TERM 4

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3 AT4 — HSIE
Week 4 | AT3 — Mathematics AT4 — Mathematics
AT3 — Music
AT4 — PDHPE
AT3 — Science
AT4 — Technology Mandatory
Week 5 AT4 — Visual Arts
Week 6 | AT3 — Visual Arts
Week 7 | AT3 — English AT4 — Languages
AT3 — HSIE
AT3 — Technology Mandatory
Week 8 | AT3 — Languages
AT2 — Music
AT2 — Science
Week 9
Week 10 | AT3 — PDHPE

18



IN_ Stage 4 & 5 lliness / Misadventure Form 2026

SYD

First Name: Surname:

Year: Subject:

Task Type: Task Number:
Teacher’s Name: Due Date:

 wish to inform the school of the following circumstances that affected my performance in the above
Assessment Task.

Please tick one (or more)
[ Extenuating circumstances immediately before and/or during the Assessment Task
L] 1 was absent or late on the day of the Assessment Task
] other

Reason (if insufficient space, also write on the back of this page):

| have notified the Head Teacher of the subject of my absenteeism Yes / No
| have attached supporting documentation (eg. Medical Certificate) Yes / No
Student Signature: Date:
Parent Signature: Date:

STAFF ONLY — TO BE COMPLETED BY HEAD TEACER OR DELEGATE

Resolution decision: Accepted / Declined

[ Student is to be awarded zero grade/marks

[ Student is to be awarded the grade/mark they achieved in the Assessment Task
[] Student is to hand in / sit for the Assessment Task on
[ Student is to be given an estimated grade/mark (in exceptional circumstances ONLY)
[] Mark to be reviewed at the end of the course
] other
Comment:
Head Teacher Signature: Date:

(Original to be stored in student file. Scan to be uploaded to Sentral entry.)
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