Newsletter

Term 2, Week 4.

Important Reminder: School Office Hours and Student Attendance

Please be reminded that the school office is open from 8:30am to 3:15pm. The
Department of Education requires all students to attend school for the full day to ensure
they receive the maximum benefit from their learning program.

If you need to collect your child early from school, it is essential to provide written
notice either by a note sent to the office or via email to the school before 9:00am on the
day of the early departure. Your written request must include the following information:

e Student’s fullname
e Date of early departure
e Time of early pick-up

o Reason for early departure (this must be an allowable reason as per NSW
Department of Education guidelines, such as medical appointments, family
emergencies, or other acceptable circumstances)

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and accountable learning
environment. If you have any questions, please contact the school office during our
hours of operation.

Office Update: Adjustments to Support Our School Community

Our office staff are experiencing increasing challenges in completing daily tasks due to
the high volume of phone calls and frequent doorbell activity. To better manage these
demands, starting next week, one office staff member will be dedicated to answering
phone calls at a time, with shifts changing throughout the day. Please note that this staff
member may be managing up to three phone lines simultaneously—thank you in
advance for your patience if you need to wait briefly on hold.

Many of the phone enquiries relate to information already shared on Sentral, either in
the calendar, through posts, or in previous newsletters. We ask families to please check
these resources before calling, as this will help us support you more efficiently.



Reminders:

e Community Hub Visitors:
If you are attending a program at the Community Hub, Silvana will let you know
the time she will come to the gate to collect everyone so you can enter together.

e LostProperty:
Lost property tubs are outside the office and can be checked between 8:25 and
9:00am only. Students, parents and carers are welcome to look during these
hours.

e Second Hand Uniform Shop:
Open Mondays, 10am-2pm and Fridays, 2-3:15pm only.

Thank you for your understanding and support as we implement these changes to
improve day-to-day operations.

Staffing news

It was wonderful to welcome back Mrs Prasad from maternity leave. Mrs Prasad is
working on Thursdays and Fridays in 5 Taipan.

I will be on leave during week 6, with Kate Harvey relieving as Principal, Mark Nielsen
relieving as Deputy Principal (for Miss Harvey) and Cindy Mason relieving as Assistant
Principal (for Dr Nielsen).

Debate Team News: Premier’s Debating Challenge - First Debate

We are excited to announce that our debate team will participate in their first debate for
the Premier’s Debating Challenge, run by The Arts Unit in the NSW Department of
Education.

Debating Competition #1:

Hoxton Hawks vs. Bardia (Gold)
When: Week 5, Wednesday 20th May
Where: Online

Our Junior Debate Team will also be attending this debate as observers to learn and
prepare for future competitions.

We wish the team the best of luck and look forward to sharing updates on their
progress!



Semester 1 Reports & Parent/Teacher Interviews

Our teachers are currently busy preparing student reports, which will be available for
families to view on Sentralin the final week of Term 2. Please check the Sentral calendar
for important dates and details.

Parent/teacher interviews are scheduled for the first week of Term 3. We will open
booking sessions for interviews later in the term—please keep an eye on Sentral for
when bookings become available.

K-2 Assembly - Monday 18 May (Week 5)

Our K-2 assembly will be held next Monday, 18 May (Week 5). Parents, caregivers, and
friends are warmly invited to attend and join us for this event.

Please remember to sign in using the QR code upon arrival.

Important: No students will be dismissed early on assembly day. All students will
return to their classroom after assembly and leave at the usual time of 3:00pm at the
end of the school day.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Credit Cards

Miss Betty has reported that students are coming to the canteen with their parent’s
credit card. Itis not legal for anyone other than the card holder to use the actual credit
or debit card. We don’t want any students to misplace or lose their parent’s and carer’s
cards. You can order online or come into the school and order at the canteen. If unsure
how to do this, please contact the office and they will assist you.

Dad’s Hub and Me

On Wednesday, 13th May, 17 fathers and father figures gathered with their children to
enjoy good food and some friendly handball competition. It was wonderful to see
familiar faces as well as some new dads joining us for the first time. Michael and Leroy
from Uniting shared valuable insights about their organisation and the vision behind
creating these opportunities—not only for fathers and father figures to connect with
their children but also to build supportive connections with one another.

If you weren’t able to attend this session, don’t worry—there are three more sessions
scheduled this term. You can register for upcoming gatherings on:



Wednesday 27th May
Wednesday 10th June
Wednesday 24th June

To register, please contact our school office on (02) 9607 0005.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Cross Country

Congratulations to these superstar runners who are representing Green Valley at the
Regional Cross Country Carnival on Wednesday 10" June.

Elyana AGAIMALO

Nana Kofi AMANKWAH-BIMPONG
Evelyn SUMMERFIELD

Tyla FAULKNER

Anwar PANAITIDI

Willow SKINNER

Lainy NGUYEN



Playground

The long-awaited additional playground between the ILC classrooms (rooms 1 and 2)
and the boundary fence should be open on Monday. After some final rectifications this
week and the last of the equipment due to installed over the weekend, we are excited
for Monday!

Open classrooms

Thank you to the parents, carers and friends who could make it to our open day. We
know this one was short notice but have scheduled others on the Sentral calendar so
you can organise your schedule if you want to attend. We also have more to add for
terms 3 and 4.

Attendance Matters
One area we are focusing on is reducing unexplained absences.

Remember, attending school every day is not only important for your child’s learning
but is also a legal requirement under the Education Act. As parents and carers, it is
essential to provide a clear explanation whenever your child is absent from school.

In Week 3 (last week), we had 587 students enrolled at HPPS and recorded 98
unexplained absences over just three days.

Let's work together to improve this and ensure every student is accounted for and
supported.

Thank you for your ongoing support in maintaining regular attendance for all
students.

Have a wonderful weekend!
Kylie Donovan

PRINCIPAL



