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Welcome to Holsworthy High School, a co-educational school in Sydney's South West. We provide 
a safe, inclusive environment where students are encouraged to take responsibility and pursue 
their passions. Our diverse curriculum is complemented by a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities, including sports, debating, creative arts, and clubs. Strong partnerships with parents, 
students, staff, and local primary schools create a supportive community focused on continuous 
growth. We are proud to nurture respectful, active and safe learners ready to contribute to society.

At Holsworthy High School, we are committed to recognising and nurturing high potential and 
gifted students across the creative, intellectual, physical and social-emotional domains by 
providing opportunities in the classroom, across the school and beyond school.

About Us
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Our Extension Class will focus on supporting the learning and 
wellbeing of students with high potential in the intellectual and 
creative domains. This Extension Class replaces our current 

Enrichment Class program in Year 7. 

We aim to provide a stimulating learning environment that 
challenges students to think critically, solve complex problems and 

express their ideas innovatively, fostering a lifelong passion for 
learning and innovation.



Every student has potential - the capacity to learn, grow and succeed in many different areas. 
Some students, however, demonstrate natural abilities that allow them to learn new concepts more 
quickly, think deeply about ideas, and apply their understanding in complex or creative ways. 
These students may be described as having high potential.

High potential students are those whose potential exceeds that of students of the same age in one 
or more domains. Their potential may be assessed as beyond the average range across any 
domain. 

What is High Potential?
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Some common learning characteristics of students with high potential or giftedness include:
● curiosity
● being a fast learner
● intense concentration in new learning or areas of interest
● perseverance
● high levels of self-criticism
● perfectionism
● strong sense of moral reasoning and justice
● intrinsically motivated and goal driven
● sophisticated sense of humour
● creative and critical thinking skills
● high expectations for self and others
● observant
● excited by new ideas
● independent thinking.



Domains of Potential
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Capacity for greater 
analytical depth

Processes information in 
complex ways

Fewer repetitions needed 
for mastery

Greater capability in 
abstract reasoning

Thrives on complexity and 
can see many points of 

view

Relative ease in making 
connections between 

disciplines

Knowledgeable in areas of 
passion

Advanced reading ability 
and comprehension Thinks in analogies

The intellectual domain focuses on students’ advanced reasoning, problem-solving and 
understanding. It includes: verbal, numerical, logic and spatial aptitudes, abstract thinking, 
synthesis and evaluation, problem solving, and use of long term or working memory.

Some learning characteristics of students with high potential or giftedness in the intellectual 
domain are listed below. 

Intellectual Domain

Educational risk-taking Tolerance for ambiguity
Makes unusual 

associations between 
different ideas

Creative thinking across 
domains and disciplines

Novel thinking in written 
and oral expression

Flexibility and divergence 
in thinking

Unusual ability for 
expressing self in a subject 

area

Creates several solutions 
to a given problem

Synthesises a variety of 
ideas in original ways

The creative domain refers to a student's ability to generate ideas, think in unconventional 
ways and approach problems with innovative solutions. It includes: originality and 
innovation that have social value in organising ideas, images, words, sounds, movement 
and objects (including digital media). 

Some learning characteristics of students with high potential or giftedness in the creative 
domain are listed below.

Creative Domain



Our Extension Class program aims to develop the talent of students who demonstrate high 
potential in the areas of intellect and creativity and provide learning opportunities that challenge 
their thinking, encourage curiosity and creativity, and support them to extend their abilities.

Through rich learning experiences, collaboration and problem-solving tasks, we support students 
to develop confidence, resilience and a love of learning while reaching their full potential.

Our Extension Class
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Benefits of our Extension Class

Extension classes provide learning opportunities that nurture the talent development of high 
potential and gifted students across learning areas. Extension classes provide accessible, 
inclusive pathways for high potential and gifted students across the domains of potential.

Benefits of our Extension Class include: 
● Accessible, inclusive and local pathway for high potential and gifted students.
● Students learn alongside, and form friendships with, other high potential and gifted 

classmates.
● Talent development across the domains of potential.
● Quality teaching, learning and assessment by teachers trained in high potential and gifted 

education.
● Domains of potential often overlap. Evidence suggests that grouping students who excel in 

different domain areas can support learning outcomes.



Teaching and learning in the Extension Class provides opportunities for students to engage with 
the curriculum in ways that differ from other classes. Learning experiences are designed to 
encourage deeper thinking, creativity, and the application of knowledge across a range of contexts. 
Students may explore ideas through inquiry, collaborative tasks, and projects that allow them to 
investigate topics in greater depth.

Learning activities in the Extension Class aim to challenge and engage students who demonstrate 
high potential. Students will be encouraged to think critically, solve problems, and explore ideas 
beyond the standard curriculum. Opportunities may include independent research, creative 
projects, and tasks that allow students to extend their understanding and pursue areas of interest.

Student wellbeing is an important part of the Extension Class. Teachers work to create a 
supportive learning environment where students feel confident to take risks in their learning and 
develop resilience when facing challenges. Collaborative learning, reflection, and positive 
relationships with peers and teachers help ensure that students feel supported while engaging in 
challenging and rewarding learning experiences.

Learning Opportunities
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Key Dates

Term 2 
Week 2 - Expression of Interest (EOI) 
form due by 3:00 pm, 1 May.
Week 8 - Extension Class placement 
tests at Holsworthy High School.

Term 3
Week 2 - Confirmation of Placement.



Extension Class placement and eligibility is based on information gathered from supporting 
documents combined with testing of literacy, numeracy and writing skills. 

To be considered for entry into the Year 7 Extension Class for 2027: 

● Complete the online Expression of Interest (EOI) form (available through the QR code - due 
by 3:00 pm, Friday 1 May). 

● Support the EOI with additional documents (most recent school report and other optional 
documents).

● Students sit the Extension Class placement tests in Week 8. 

Supporting documents should be emailed to SHARLENE.OUD@det.nsw.edu.au before the closing 
date (3:00 pm, Friday 1 May, 2026). Alternatively, you can deliver hard copies to the school.

How to Apply
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Scan here to access the EOI

Applications close Friday, 
1 May, 2026

Along with their most recent school report, other 
examples of supporting documents include: 

● Their Year 5 NAPLAN report 
● Certificates 
● Other documents showing participation/ 

interest/ achievement (e.g. those received 
through competitions, challenges, community 
events and other initiatives)

Supporting Documentation

The testing component will take place in Week 8 of 
Term 2 at Holsworthy High School.

Students will be tested on their reading, writing, and 
numeracy skills. 

Placement Tests

Parents are notified of outcome of placement in the Extension Class by the end of Week 2, Term 
3. 

Confirmation of Placement


