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Through this gate walk the nicest people in the world 

Hannam Vale Public School – A proud member of the Three Mountains Alliance Schools 

Coming up 

August 

Week 5 
Thu 20th  Daffodil Day wear yellow 

fundraiser – Student Leader 
initiative 

Week 6 – BOOK WEEK 
Wed 26th Lions Children’s Vision 

Screening Program 

 Year 6 GOTCHA4LIFE high 
school transition activity – 
Moorland PS 

Thu 27th Canteen Day – Student 
Leader initiative 

 Book Week costume parade 
9.30am 

Fri 28th  Kitchen Garden session 

 Hunter Regional Athletics 
Carnival 

September 

Week 7  
Fri 4th  Father’s Day breakfast 

8.15am 

Week 8  
Thu 10th  R U OK? Day mufti 

fundraiser – Student Leader 
initiative 

Fri 11th Kitchen Garden session 

 

 

 

Principal’s message  

This Thursday 20 August, our Student 
Leaders will be hosting a special Daffodil 
Day fundraiser at school. 

Daffodil Day is Cancer Council Australia’s 
most iconic annual fundraising campaign, 
held each August to raise essential funds 
for cancer research, prevention, and 
support services. The daffodil is a symbol of 
hope for a cancer-free future and of 
support for the many Australians affected 
by cancer each year. 

I am extremely proud of our Student 
Leaders for initiating and organising this 
meaningful event. Their commitment to 
helping others, building empathy, and 
making a positive difference in our 
community is exactly the kind of 
leadership we value at our school. 

On Thursday, students and staff are 
encouraged to wear something yellow 
and bring a gold coin donation to show 
their support. All proceeds from our 
school’s Daffodil Day activities will go 
directly to Cancer Council to support their 
vital work. 

 
Kelly Bryden 
Teaching Principal 
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Star of the Week 
The Star of the Week is…… 

 

Mackenzie 
Year 2 

For demonstrating great 
improvement in phonics work. 

What is your favourite thing about 
school? 
Seeing my friends. 

What book are you reading at the 
moment? 
Gangsta Granny. 

What do you like to do with your family 
on the weekend? 
Read books. 

If you could have any superpower, what 
would you choose? 
To turn myself and my friends into a 
video game or show at any time. 

What would you change to make the 
world a better place? 
Stop climate change. 

Who’s your favourite fictional character? 
Beedle from Zelda. 

Due Dates 
August 

Week 6 

Tuesday 25th Lions Children’s Vision 
Screening CONSENT FORMS 

 Year 6 GOTCHA4LIFE high 
school transition activity 
SENTRAL PERMISSION 

Friday 28th  Pie Drive ORDERS & 
PAYMENT 

 
 

Year 6 GOTCHA4LIFE 
High School Transition 
Activity – Moorland PS 
On Wednesday 26 August, our Year 6 
students will travel to Moorland Public 
School to take part in a GOTCHA4LIFE 
transition to high school activity. This 
session is designed to help students feel 
more confident and prepared as they 
move from primary to high school. 

During the session, students will work in 
small groups with peers from the 3MAPS 
and with facilitators trained in the 
GOTCHA4LIFE approach. They will take 
part in guided discussions, team 
challenges and reflection tasks that build 
confidence, communication skills and a 
sense of belonging. The aim is for students 
to leave feeling more excited about high 
school, better equipped to handle change, 
and aware of where they can go for 
support if they need it. 

Transition days like this are a valuable part 
of preparing our students not just 
academically, but socially and emotionally, 
for the next stage of their learning journey. 

Full details for parents and carers of 
participating students are available in the 
Sentral activity that was published 
yesterday. Please remember to complete 
permission responses by next Tuesday 
25 August. 
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Lions Children’s Vision 
Screening Program 
The Lions Children’s Vision Screening 
Program will be visiting our school on 
Wednesday 26 August to provide free 
vision screening for students. The 
screening aims to identify possible vision 
concerns and may recommend further 
assessment by an optometrist if required. 
It is a screening program only and does 
not replace a comprehensive eye 
examination.  

The volunteers conducting the screening 
hold current Working with Children 
Checks. 

Parents and carers are reminded to please 
complete and return consent forms if 
you would like your child to participate. 
Spare copies are available in the school 
foyer. If you would like further information 
or have any questions, please contact the 
principal. 

 

Transition to 
Kindergarten Program 
We are delighted to invite families 
enrolling their child in Kindergarten 2027 
to join our school’s Transition to 
Kindergarten program. The first session 
will be held on Friday 18 September, from 
9am to 11.30am. 

During this session, children will spend 
time in the K/1/2 classroom engaging in 
play-based learning activities, stories, 
songs and simple routines that give them 
a gentle introduction to school life. They 
will also have recess and time to play in the 
playground, helping them become 
familiar with the school environment and 
start building friendships with other 
children who will be starting next year. 

Parents and carers are warmly invited to 
stay while their children participate in this 
first session. Light refreshments will be 
available upon arrival, with an opportunity 
to mix socially with other parents and 
carers. This will be followed by a short 
parent information session with school 
staff. 

Parents and carers are reminded that they 
must complete an application to enrol 
their child for Kindergarten 2027 before 
commencing the Transition program. If 
you have not yet submitted an enrolment 
application, please contact the school 
office as soon as possible so we can 
support you with the process. 

Additional Transition to Kindergarten 
sessions will be scheduled later in the year 
to further support children and families as 
they prepare for school. Full details about 
this initial session, as well as future session 
dates, times and activities will be shared 
with enrolled families soon. 

Prior to the first transition session, all 
children in the valley are also encouraged 
to join in the fun at our Book Week 
Costume Parade on Thursday 27 August. 
This will be a relaxed, informal event and a 
wonderful chance for all families new and 
familiar with the school to spend time with 
staff and other families in a friendly setting.  
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Hello everyone, 

Lots of learning opportunities in SAKG session this week!  

We welcomed Landcare Coordinator Sophie and her Landcare team to the session.  

This team is currently involved in a project restoring the creek at the back of the school to 
its native habitat without weeds.... And HVPS is involved! Nine students and Ms Bryden 
were involved in a weeding frenzy! More photos have been popped up on the board as you 
walk into school. Take a peek. 

 

     

In the meantime we harvested cabbage, lemons,  
spinach, broccoli, herbs, fennel and shallots. And the  
chefs employed their considerable skills! The menu  
Jack is holding up reads – Crunchy Noodle Salad,  
Lasagne, Spaghetti Bolognaise, Garlic Bread, Fennel  
Salad and Coconut and Lemon Drizzle Cake.  
Thoroughly enjoyed by all! 
 

 

    

   

 

Kitchen Garden News  
Term 3 Week 4 2026 
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  Alaska and Frankie are preparing a catching sign for our Seed Swap 
   fridge on the verandah of the residence. Watch out for this! 

Students in the garden planted kale, spinach, sweet peas, snow peas  
and marigold seedlings. A big thanks to Kate who managed three 
groups simultaneously! Also thanks to Miss Lisa who is quickly getting 
the hang of everything about the garden session. 

Thank you to all parents who responded to the SAKG survey we 
popped out. If you would like to add your point of view you can still do 
so. I will repost the link to families shortly. 

   

   

     

A great session highlighting the benefits of caring for the environment we live in and 
growing, preparing and eating our garden produce. A big thanks to all involved! 

Mrs Everingham – SAKG Coordinator  
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A message from the P&C Association 
In line with P&C policy, we are seeking feedback on a project involving significant expenditure. 
Please send any feedback you have on the below proposal to hvps.pca@gmail.com by the end of 
the day on Tuesday August 25th. 

Using funds from the large donation that the P&C received from the Salvos, the P&C is proposing an 
Aboriginal artwork project for the school. 

Uncle Russell (Biripi elder and artist), in collaboration with his daughter Jodie Saunders (Biripi 
woman and artist), will create one or more artworks for the school. These artworks will showcase the 
stories, landscape and animals of our beautiful valley and will create a welcoming atmosphere for all 
who enter through our school gates. Uncle Russell and Jodie will come and spend some time with 
the children, listening to their stories of growing up in the valley, and the places and animals that 
are special to the children, before designing the artwork(s) to represent the children's stories. There 
will be a strong educational component for the children, and they will have their voices and their 
experiences reflected in the artwork which they will then see every day at school. This project will 
build identity, belonging, pride and connection across our school community. 

The P&C anticipate spending between $7,000-$14,000 on the project, a legacy gift that this 
generation of children of HVPS can leave for following generations. The project captures an 
important part of our school history as well as the culture and deep history of our valley. 
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Is your child starting school in 2027? 
Hannam Vale Public School offers a comprehensive Transition to Kindergarten Program. To assist 
with planning to provide the best possible experience for your child, complete an online application 
to enrol soon! This will ensure the school is able to contact you early in the year and tailor the 
program to meet your family’s needs. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter – Term 3 Week 5     Tuesday 18 August 2026 

 

Hannam Vale Public School – A proud member of the Three Mountains Alliance Schools 

 

Term planner 
Term 3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

August 
Week 5 

17 18 19 20 
Daffodil Day 
wear yellow 
fundraiser –
Student Leader 
initiative 

21 

August 
Week 6 
BOOK WEEK 

24 25 
Due date: Lions 
Children’s Vision 
Screening 
Program 
consent forms 
 

Due date: Y6 
GOTCHA4LIFE 
HS transition 
permission 

26 
Lions Children’s 
Vision Screening 
Program 
Year 6 
GOTCHA4LIFE 
high school 
transition 
activity – 
Moorland PS 

27 
Canteen Day – 
Student Leader 
initiative 
Book Week 
costume parade 
9.30am 

28 
Due date: Pie 
Drive orders & 
payment 
Kitchen Garden 
HRPSSA 
Athletics 

Book Fair 

Aug-
Sep 
Week 7 

31 1 2 3 
 

4 
Father’s Day 
breakfast 8.15am 

Sep 
Week 8 

7 8 9 10 
R U OK? Day 
mufti fundraiser 
– Student Leader 
initiative 

11 
Kitchen Garden 

Sep 
Week 9 

14 15 16 17 
Canteen Day – 
Student Leader 
initiative 
 

Crazy Sock Day – 
Student Leader 
initiative 

18 
Transition to 
Kindergarten 
session: 9-
11.30am 
Pie Drive order 
collection 2.30-
3.30pm 

Sep 
Week 10 

21 22 
CHAFFS 
rehearsal 

23 
CHAFFS 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 

  


