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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Griffith Public School has enjoyed a settled start to 
2026. The Years 3-6 swimming carnival yesterday 
was a huge success, with a great number of 
students walking away with ribbons in their chosen 
swimming stroke. Eligible students will be given 
information about the Zone carnival which is on next 
Monday. All students were able to participate in the 
day with either land-based activities or novelty 
events, if swimming skills were not strong. Our 
thanks must go to Ms Barton for her organisation 
and attention to detail in preparing such an inclusive 
program. 
 

All classes are now well underway with their 
teaching and learning programs. It has been great to 
hear the positive stories from staff about the settled 
start their classes have enjoyed. We are hosting a 
Welcome BBQ on Wednesday 11th March from 3.30 
– 5pm. This is a great opportunity to come and meet 
the class teacher and other parents. Extended 
interviews are not available at this time, but 
appointments can be made to discuss any concerns. 
 

We look forward to seeing many parents at the 
assembly on Friday at 2.05pm. We have new air 
conditioning in the hall and look forward to putting it 
to the test! If you need to take your child before the 
end of the school day, please remember to sign your 
child out whilst they return to their room to collect 
their things and will wait for you at their classroom. 
Students cannot be taken directly from the hall. 
 

If you have a child in Year 6, I encourage you to take 
advantage of the Information sessions coming up at 
Griffith High School and Wade High School in 
coming weeks. Please see the information flyers at 
the end of the newsletter. 
 

My deepest thanks to Mrs Lemon and the executive 
team for their professionalism and leadership over 
the last three weeks during my leave. 
 

Have a great week, everyone! 
 

Helen King, Principal (Rel) 

 
 
 
 
 
Swimming lessons 
Swimming lessons are available and supported by 
school and community. Many students who are new 
to our community have not had the opportunity to 
learn to swim. In Australia, learning to swim is critical 
for safety but is also great fun. 
In Term 2, Year 2 swimming lessons are offered free 
of charge to ensure all students have basic 
swimming skills. This is supported by our P&C and 
GPS. In Term 3, we offer the Intensive Swimming 
Program. This is capped at 80 students. We 
encourage all students to strengthen their swimming 
skills each year. 
Please contact the Griffith Aquatic Centre’s Splash 
Swim School if you would like information regarding 
private swimming lessons. 
 
School Leaders 
Our student leadership team attended a Griffith City 
Council reception for school captains and prefects 
from across the area. They heard a range of 
speeches about leadership and what it means to 
lead. One of the most important messages they 
heard was that good leadership is about good 
listening. This will be put into action when we begin 
SRC meetings later in the term. 
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NAPLAN 
The NAPLAN 2026 test window will take place from 
Wednesday 11 March to Monday 23 March. This is 
a nationwide assessment for students in Years 3. 5. 
7 and 9. 
Teachers will ensure students are ready for 
NAPLAN and will provide appropriate support and 
guidance. Students will become familiar with the 
types of questions in the tests and the online testing 
platform. In addition to school preparation, there are 
ways you can further support your child/children for 
NAPLAN. 
Preparation for NAPLAN 
Students are not expected to study for NAPLAN. 
Excessive preparation or the use of coaching 
providers is not recommended. You can support 
your child by reassuring them that NAPLAN is a part 
of their school program. 
Supporting your child 
You can support your child by reminding them to 
simply do their best on the day. You can also 
encourage: 
· a healthy diet 
· drinking enough water 
· getting enough sleep 
· exercise. 
Further is also available on the NESA website. 
If you have any questions about NAPLAN, please 
contact your child’s teacher or the Assistant 
Principals for Stage 2 and 3, Lisa Serji and Lauren 
Brain. 
 

 
 
 

 
School Photos 
School photos will be later this term. Save the date, 
Thursday 26th March. Photo envelopes to order 
your school photos will be sent home soon but their 
preference is for orders to be placed online.   

 

Griffith Public School - Term 1 2026 

Term 1 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  

 
Week 5 

23 Feb 
Swimming 
Carnival 

24 Feb 
Student 
leaders to 
GCC 

25 Feb 26 Feb 27 Feb 
Whole school 
assembly 2pm 

28/1 
March 

 
Week 6 

2 March 
Zone 
Swimming 
Carnival 

3 March 4 March 
GHS Yr 6 info 
night 5.30pm 

5 March 
AECG meeting 
2pm 
WHS Yr 6 info 
night 5.30pm 

6 March 7/8 
March 

 
Week 7 

9 March 
Riverina 
Swimming 
Carnival 

10 March 11 March 
Parent Meet 
and Greet  

12 March 13 March 
Whole school 
assembly 2pm  

14/15 
March 

 
Week 8 

16 March 17 March 
Rugby Union 
Stage 2 and 
3 

18 March 19 March 20 March 21/22 
March 
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