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Welcome back to another term of learning and 
growing together. 
There are a number of new families to our school 
this year and I know you will make them feel 
welcome. I encourage parents to regularly discuss 
their children’s progress, both academically and 
socially throughout the year and encourage parents 
to become involved with school activities. These 
include assemblies, sports carnivals, special events, 
offering assistance in the classroom and by 
becoming involved with the P&C. Your children are 
the ones who benefit the most from your 
involvement. 
 
Please feel welcome to come and say hello. If you 
have any concerns or worry regarding our school, 
please come and discuss them with me so I can 
continue to make this school a happy and rewarding 
place for your child/ren. 
I would also like to warmly welcome four new 
teachers to Griffith Public School. They are Miss 
Zarah Sully (Kinder), Mr Cameron Pearce (Yr3), 
Miss Emma Lassau (Yr5) and Miss Ellie Muller 
(Yr6).  
 
Updating your Child’s Health and other records 
We would appreciate information from parents about 
their child’s health, even if you are not requesting 
specific support from our school. It is important that 
you let us know if your child’s health care needs 
change or if a new health condition develops. 
Information about allergies, medical conditions such 
as asthma and diabetes and other health related 
issues should be provided. This will greatly assist 
our school in planning to support your child’s health 
and wellbeing. Please also remember to notify 
staff of any changes to your contact details or to 
the contact details of other people nominated as 
emergency contacts. We appreciate your 
assistance in this matter and assure you that any 
information you provide the school will be stored 
securely and will only be used or disclosed in order 
to support your child’s health needs or as otherwise 
required by law. 

 
 
 
 
 
Asthma Awareness 
Does your child suffer from asthma? Asthma affects 
about 1 in 9 school aged children. The Asthma 
Foundation has great information for parents of 
children who suffer from asthma. For more 
information on how you can support a child with 
asthma go to: http://www.asthmafoundation.org.au/  
 
Attendance 
Regular attendance at school is essential if students 
are to maximise their potential. Schools, in 
partnership with parents, are responsible for 
promoting the regular attendance of students. While 
parents are legally responsible for the regular 
attendance of their children, school staff, as a part of 
their duty of care, monitor part or whole day 
absences. If your child is sick, please send a note, 
text or phone the office to explain this absence within 
seven days of returning to school. Notes are 
required to explain why the child was absent as well 
as the date or dates this occurred. The note must 
also be signed by a parent or guardian. Our Cottage 
staff will also assist in this area this year, so please 
feel comfortable to talk to staff about any attendance 
issues. Thank you for your help with this matter. 
 
NAPLAN 
Our Year 3 & 5 students will be sitting their NAPLAN 
assessments in the coming weeks. Like 2025, the 
assessments will be online. The NAPLAN Online 
assessment window starts on Wednesday 11th 
March 2026 and finishes on Monday 23rd March 
2026. Students will be assessed in Writing, Reading, 
Conventions of Language and Numeracy.  
The online format is an adaptive program, designed 
to assess a wider range of student abilities and to 
measure student achievement more precisely.  
All students involved will start their preparations 
soon, with a note going home to parents on 
Thursday. If you have any concerns regarding 
NAPLAN, please do not hesitate to contact the 
school.  
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Swimming Carnival 
Our swimming carnival will take place on Monday 
23rd February. Information regarding this activity has 
been forwarded to parents. Also, feel welcome to 
drop down to the pool during the day to watch your 
child’s races. 
 
Best Start 
The Best Start Kindergarten Assessment will take 
place at our school in Term 1, over the next few 
weeks. The Best Start Kindergarten Assessment is 
a state-wide assessment that helps show teachers 
the literacy and numeracy skills of each student at 
the beginning of Kindergarten. This helps teachers 
to plan lessons to best support the learning needs of 
every child.  
Children come to school with a range of 
experiences, skills and abilities. Some are familiar 
with books, can recognise letters of the alphabet or 
even write their name or count to ten, while others 
have not yet learned these skills.  
The Best Start Kindergarten Assessment provides 
teachers with the opportunity to sit with a child one 
on one, focusing on what that child can do. The 
assessment is not a test but provides teachers with 
useful information to help support your child’s 
learning at school. If you wish to withdraw your child 
from participating in the assessment, please contact 
the school. Please contact the school if you have 
any questions regarding the Best Start Kindergarten 
Assessment.  
Telephone Interpreter Service. If you need an 
interpreter to assist you to contact the school, please 
call the Telephone Interpreter Service on 131 450 
and ask for an interpreter in your language. The 
interpreter will call the school and will stay on the line 
to assist with the conversation. You will not be 
charged for this service. 

 
 
 
End of the day pick up 
The end of the school day is 3:05pm. There are 
many ways your child/ren can get home: bus, back 
carpark or front gate. 
Bus: These students must make their way to our bus 
line area outside the infants’ hallway on Coolah 
Street where they are asked to sit and wait for their 
bus. This area has a teacher on duty to ensure the 
safety of all students.  
Back Carpark: This is situated behind the tuck shop 
and laundromat on Murrumbidgee Avenue. You 
have the choice to park in one of the parking bays 
and walk to the gates to pick up your child/ren or you 
can stay in the drive through section and drive up to 
the gate and pick up your child/ren straight into your 
car. We ask, to keep the gateway free and to keep 
all students safe, that parents/carers not stand at the 
gate when collecting your child, please come in and 
stand closer to the back of the infant’s toilets. This 
will make it easier for the teacher on duty to see cars 
and students coming and going from the gate. The 
car park gate is closed by 3:25pm and students are 
sent to the front gate to wait for parents/carers to 
pick them up. Reminder: this gate is opened at 
about 8:30am and locked at 9:05am once the 
morning bell goes for classes to begin. 
Front Gate: Students that walk home leave from the 
front gate closest to the front office. Those waiting 
for an older sibling to come down from the high 
school wait under the covered area in front of the 
hall. You can pick up your child/ren from this gate. 
You will need to park across the road (be mindful of 
disabled parking and no stopping signs) and walk 
across to collect your child/ren. There is a 
designated, sign posted school crossing in front of 
the school and we encourage you all to use this as 
the safest point to cross a busy road. There is a 
teacher on duty at this gate as well.  
Reminder: the end of the school day is 3:05pm, 
please collect your child/ren as close to this time 
as possible. 
 
Selective high school and opportunity class 
applications are closing soon 
Selective high schools and opportunity classes are 
some of the ways the NSW Department of Education 
supports high potential and gifted students.  
How do I apply? Complete the online application at 
shsoc.education.nsw.gov.au Once your application 
has been submitted and processed, your child will 
need to sit a computer-based placement test. Learn 
more at Application process. Where can I learn 
more? Visit Selective high schools and opportunity 
classes.  
 

 

https://shsoc.education.nsw.gov.au/
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/application-process
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/what-are-selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes-
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/what-are-selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes-
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Griffith Public School - Term 1 2026 

Term 1 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  

 
Week 3 

9 Feb 10 Feb 
P&C Meeting 
5pm 

11 Feb 12 Feb 
Stage 2 Tennis 

13 Feb 14/15 
Feb 

 
Week 4 

16 Feb 17 Feb 18 Feb 19 Feb 20 Feb 21/22 
Feb 

 
Week 5 

23 Feb 
Swimming 
Carnival 

24 Feb 
Student 
leaders to 
GCC 

25 Feb 26 Feb 27 Feb 28/1 
March 

 
Week 6 

2 March 
Zone 
Swimming 
Carnival 

3 March 4 March 5 March 
AECG meeting 
2pm 

6 March 7/8 
March 
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