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Gresford Public School 
Newsletter Term 3 

 Week 8  ~ 11.09.2025 
Principal’s message 

Dear Parents & Caregivers, 

Year 6 “Try-a-High-School” Day at Dungog High School 

Our Year 6 students recently attended a special “Try-a-High-School” day at Dungog High School. 

They joined in lessons, met teachers, and explored what they’ll be learning when they start high 

school next year. It was a fantastic opportunity to get a taste of what’s ahead, and they came 

back excited and full of enthusiasm! 

Maitland Zone Public Speaking Finals 

Congratulations to Patrick, Elora, Lucy, Tyler, Wyatt, Oliver, and Annabelle who represented 

Gresford Public School at the Maitland Zone Public Speaking Finals. We are so proud of their 

courage and confidence in presenting their speeches in front of a large audience — they 

represented our school wonderfully! 

Father’s Day Stall – A Huge Thank You to the P&C 

A big thank-you to our amazing P&C for organising the Father’s Day stall and providing such 

thoughtful gifts. A special mention goes to Amy and Sam, who 

put in so much effort to make this possible. Your hard work and 

generosity are greatly appreciated by our school community! 

Stage 2 Excursion to Barnyard to Bakehouse 

Our Stage 2 students had a wonderful day at Barnyard to 

Bakehouse! They worked alongside high school students, helped 

care for the chickens and lambs, made buttermilk and butter, 

and even baked their own biscuits. It was a fantastic hands-on 

learning experience that combined science, agriculture, and 

cooking — and the students had a fabulous time! 

Year 5 & 6 RYSTEM Science Activities 

Year 5 and Year 6 students attended RYSTEM in Dungog, where 

they took part in exciting science-based challenges and activities. 

They worked in teams to solve problems, test ideas, and learn 

more about STEM. It was a great opportunity for students to 

explore science in a fun and interactive way. 

RU OK? Day – A Conversation Can Change a Life 

Today we recognised RU OK? Day, with students wearing yellow to show their support for 

mental health and wellbeing. RU OK? Day reminds us of the importance of starting 

conversations and checking in with those around us by simply asking, “Are you OK?” A small 

chat can make a big difference. You can learn more at www.ruok.org.au. 

P.T.O. 

 



Musica Viva Performance – Water Rhythms 

This Friday, our school will be visited by Musica Viva, who will present their interactive performance 

Water Rhythms. Students will experience an engaging blend of music, percussion, storytelling, and 

movement inspired by the sounds and rhythms of water. A huge thank-you to our P&C for substantially 

funding this performance, giving our students an exciting cultural experience. 

Reptile Park Excursion – Monday 15 September 

Next Monday, our students will visit the Australian Reptile Park for an exciting day of learning about 

wildlife, habitats, and conservation. Please remember we will be departing school at 8:00 am sharp. 

Students should bring their hats, packed lunch, water bottles, and wear full school uniform.  

School Photos – Tuesday 16 September 

A reminder that school photos will be taken next Tuesday. Please ensure your child is dressed in full 

school uniform, looking neat and ready for the day. If you would like to order photos, please use the links 

provided on the photo information page. (page 4) 

Certificate of Excellence 

Last week, we were honoured to welcome our Director, Mr. Ben Higginbottom, to Gresford School as he 
presented an Award for Excellence to our incredible SLSO , Mrs. Kathy Gillies. 

This recognition celebrates Mrs. Gillies' outstanding dedication, passion, and impact on our students and 
school community. 

Congratulations, Mrs. Gillies – a truly well-deserved 
honour! 

Thank you 

Thank you to our wonderful families and P&C for your 

continued support of our students and school. We’ve 

had such a busy and exciting term, filled with learning, 

achievements, and community spirit. Together, we’re 

making Gresford Public School a fantastic place to learn 

and grow. 

Have a great week. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Jody Kilpatrick 

 

 

 



PBL Student of the Month  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Lilah who received Student of the Month for August. Lilah is receiving this special 
award for being a responsible, respectful and resilient learner at Gresford Public School. She is a 
wonderful role model for her class mates, showing kindness and fairness both in the classroom and on 
the playground. Lilah always follows school rules and makes thoughtful choices, setting a great example 
for others. She approaches her learning with enthusiasm and determination. Her positive attitude, 
growing resilience and love of learning shine through each day, making her a valued and admired 
member of our school community. 
 
 

Get to know our student of the month. 
 
What is your favourite thing to do at school?  
To play on the equipment in the playground. 
 

What do you like to do at home for fun?  
Invite my friends over for a play date. 
 

What would you like to do when you grow up?  
Become a vet. 
 

If you could be an animal, which one would you be and why? 
A puppy because they are so cute. 
 

What is the most important thing you want others to know about you?  
That I am a good sharer. 
 

Do you have any pets?  
I’ve got puppies and lots of dogs and five horses. 
 

If you could meet someone famous, who would it be and why?  
Bluey because she is so much fun! 
 

What is your favourite game to play?    

 Hide and Seek! 





 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 1 July 21st 

Staff Development Day 

P&C meeting 7pm  @ 

Hotel Beatty 

July 22nd 

All students return 

for Term 3 

July 23rd July 24th July 25th 

Social Media Expo @ 

Tocal  - Yrs 3-6                           

8.45am  - 11am 

Week 2 July 28th 

Hunter Dance Festival 

July 29th July 30th July 31th August 1st 

Canteen open 

Week 3 August 4th August 5th August 6th August 7th 

Dungog Education 

Week Awards @ 

Dungog High 

Open Day @                     

Gresford P.S. 

Book Fair 11.35am 

August 8th 

Week 4 August 11th 

Game Changer opens 

 

August 12th August 13th 

Zone Athletics 

August 14th 

Science Day @              

Clarencetown P.S.  

Yrs 3-6 

August 15th 

Week 5 

Book 

Week 

August 18th 

 

August 19th August 20th 

Book Week Parade 

August 21st 

Game Changer   

closes 

August 22nd 

Jump Rope for Heart 

Week 6 August 25th 

P&C meeting  @           

Hotel Beatty 7pm 

Stage 3 excursion to 

Canberra 

August 26th 

Stage 3 excursion 

to Canberra 

August 27th 

Stage 3 return from 

Canberra 

August 28th August 29th 

Week 7 September 1st September 2nd 

Try a High School 

Yr 6 @ Dungog 

High 

September 3rd September 4th September 5th 

Week 8 September 8th September 9th September 10th September 11th. 

R.U.O.K. Day 

September 12th 

Musica Viva 

Week 9 September 15th 

Reptile Park whole 

school excursion  

P&C meeting @ Hotel 

Beatty 7pm 

September 16th 

Photo Day  - full 

summer uniform 

September 17th September 18th September 19th 

Week 10 September 22nd September 23rd 

On Country 

September 24th September 25th September 26th 

PBL Assembly 

Last day Term 3 

TERM 3 CALENDAR 



 

 

SCHOOL MERIT AWARDS  
Hazel, Cooper, Charlize, Sienna, Emersyn 
 

PBL AWARDS  
Georgie-Mai, Hamish, Rylee-Grace, Cherry, Alf, Campbell 
 

LIBRARY AWARDS 

Patrick, Maisy 

GOOD LISTENER AWARDS 

Georgie-Mai, Zenayah, Alayna 
  

 

  

GOTCHA AWARDS 

Oliver, Rylee-Grace, Hallie 

 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Lilah 

 

 

 

 

 

     Assembly Award Recipients 

 

 

 

AWARDS 

Term 3 Week 6 & Week 7 



Monday 

  

Wednesday 23/7 

Sharon Hill – Megan Barnett 

Friday 25/7 

Amy Garaty 

 

Monday 28/7 

Kim Moore 

Wednesday 30/7 

Kate Gehrig 

Friday 1/8 

Alyce Williams – Paul Williams 

 

Monday 4/8 

Robyn Porter 

Wednesday 6/8 

Sam Russell 

Friday 8/8 

Beth Dark 

 

Monday 11/8 

Sam Russell 

Wednesday 13/8 

Sharon Hill 

Friday 15/8 

Louise Ward 

 

Monday 18/8 

Robyn Porter 

Wednesday 20/8 

Amy Garaty – Stacey Garaty 

Friday 22/8 

Kim Booth – Sheridan Richardson 

 

Monday 25/8 

Elise Chesworth 

Wednesday 27/8 

Megan Barnett 

Friday 29/8 

Alyce Williams – Paul Williams 

 

Monday 1/9 

Robyn Porter 

Wednesday 3/9 

Bec Montgomery 

 

  

  

Monday 8/9 

Stevie Walters 

Wednesday 10/9 

Amy Garaty – Stacey Garaty 

 

  

Monday 15/9 

Robyn Porter 

Wednesday 17/9 

Sheridan Richardson 

 

  

Monday 22/9 

Amy Garaty – Sam Russell 

Wednesday 24/9 

Elise Chesworth 

 

  

THE TUCKER BOX   TERM 3 ROSTER 

CANTEEN OPERATION HOURS 9AM – 2.30PM 

Lunch  11.00am – 11.40am 

Recess  1.20 – 2pm 

PLEASE PLACE ORDERS INTO CANTEEN BY 9AM 

Please Note – Children arriving at school after 10am or those that have forgotten their lunch will be offered a sandwich as time does not allow 

other food to be prepared.  Thank you. 

Gresford Public School welcomes any new parents or friends of the school thinking about volunteering a day in the canteen.  It’s a great way 

to meet other parents and the kids get a buzz out of seeing you working there too.  Please come and see our Canteen Supervisors Samantha 

Russell or Amy Garaty if you are interested. 

 

Our canteen complies with the NSW Healthy Schools Canteen Guidelines. 

 







 

Greetings Gallery artists, friends, and art lovers, 
  
The Gresford Community Gallery committee would like to invite you to join them at 

the opening celebration for the  
 

SPRING EXHIBITION – FIRST BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 2025 
 

On SATURDAY 27th SEPTEMBER   Time:   2- 4pm 
 

Gallery at 12 Park St. East Gresford (next to Arboretum /park. Entrance at ramp.) 

  
All are welcomed to attend the event; refreshments will be served. 
Official Opening by Newcastle Artist and writer Gavin Fry. 
  
Drop by to view a stunning showcase of Hunter Valley artists’ painting, drawing, 
sculptures, ceramics, photography, fibre art, glass and jewellery. 
The fabulous sculpture Grevillea Meadow by Michael Ferris is now installed in the 
park next to the gallery. 



Monday 15th               

September 

at 

The Hotel Beatty 

7.00pm 






