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Task description:

In this assessment, you will read an excerpt from the novel you have been studying in class. You will
answer a series of short questions based on the passage and then write an extended response that
explores the themes, ideas, and character development in the passage and how they relate to the novel
as a whole.

*Note: The excerpt and questions will be unseen, until the assessment lesson. You will be provided an
example exam, and opportunities to develop these skills leading up to this task.




Marking Criteria

Part 1: Analysis and responses to the excerpt 10%

A Demonstrates sophisticated understanding of the text’s themes and ideas. Clearly

10-9 explains how these are developed in the excerpt. Responses are perceptive, specific,
and well-supported with relevant examples.

B Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text’s themes and ideas. Responses
8-7 are supported with appropriate examples and mostly relevant explanation.

C Demonstrates a sound understanding of the text’s themes and ideas. Some examples
6-5 are used but may lack depth or relevance.

D Demonstrates limited understanding of the text. Responses may be vague,
4-3 underdeveloped, or contain generalised statements.

E Demonstrates minimal or no understanding of the text. Responses are incomplete,
2-1 irrelevant, or off-topic.

Part 2: Extended response 30%

Composes a sophisticated and well-structured response with two clear and

A purposeful paragraphs. Demonstrates insightful understanding of the themes and
30-25 ideas. Integrates relevant textual examples that clearly show how language
techniques are used to shape meaning. Expression is fluent and sophisticated.
Composes a thoroughly structured response with two paragraphs. Demonstrates well
B developed understanding of the text’s ideas. Uses appropriate textual examples and
24-19 identifies language techniques with some analysis. Expression is clear and
appropriate.
c Composes a sound response with paragraphs. Demonstrates adequate understanding
18-13 of the text and message. Textual references are present but may be limited or not
fully explained. Some language techniques are mentioned. Expression is mostly clear.
b Response lacks structure or coherence. Demonstrates basic understanding of the text.
12-7 May include unclear or irrelevant examples and a weak connection to language
techniques. Expression may be inconsistent or confusing.
E Response is poorly constructed or incomplete. Demonstrates limited understanding
6-1 of the text. No meaningful use of examples or language features. Expression is
unclear or severely limited.
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