
Term 4 Dates:
Tuesday 14 October - Friday 19  December

To keep up to date with our school
community calendar, you can view our
School Bytes Calendar. 

School Bytes Calendar

THE GIRRAWEEN GAZETTETHE GIRRAWEEN GAZETTE
Term 3 Week 10

As Term 3 ends, we are just one term away
from moving into our new building! We are
very excited to see the scaffolding come
down and the rooms take shape. 2026
see’s us start teaching and learning in the
new space every day.

I would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate our Year 6 campers for their
resilience and enthusiasm during their
recent camp. It was wonderful to see them
embrace new challenges, from the giant
swing to canoeing, demonstrating courage
and a willingness to step outside their
comfort zones. From pouring rain, mud
puddles and cold feet the students worked
as a team to get the best out of each day at
camp. These experiences not only build
confidence but also create lasting
memories and friendships.

Principals ReportPrincipals Report

I also want to acknowledge all students who completed their Check In assessments this term.
This important data plays a vital role in guiding our teaching and learning programs, ensuring
we meet the needs of every student and support their ongoing growth.

In Week 7, we celebrated SASS Week, a special time to recognise and thank our incredible
School Administrative and Support Staff. Our office team, learning support officers, and general
assistants are integral to the smooth running and success of our school. Their dedication and
hard work behind the scenes make a significant difference every day.

Thank you also to the many fathers, grandfathers and uncles who joined us for Father’s Day
photo Booths. It was a pleasure to share your company. We look forward to not only continuing
this tradition but hopefully growing it with community and P&C support.

Finally, a huge congratulations to our athletes who continue to shine this term. We are proud of
the outstanding results achieved by our zone champions and record holders. Your commitment
and sportsmanship are an inspiration to us all.

https://portal.schoolbytes.education/calendar


In staffing news there are some changes to finish the year. Mrs Lewis will be replaced by Miss
Jakomovski on KL. Mrs Jones will be on leave every Thursday and Friday and will be replaced by
Miss Hanna who comes to us from Ringrose PS. 

We also have some lovely news of babies joining our GPS family. Congratulations to Miss Kelly
who had a beautiful little girl, Mrs Lewis who is due VERY soon, Mrs Alverez who is expecting
TWINS early next year, Mrs Pond (our speech therapist) and Mrs Baker who are expecting little
ones at the end of the year. We are very lucky to be growing our staff family. We wish every
teacher and their families all the best! 

Thank you to everyone in our school community for your ongoing support and dedication. Have
a safe and restful break, and we look forward to an exciting Term 4 ahead.

Warmest wishes, 
Mrs Warner 
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Late Arrival to School:
Students are expected to arrive at school and be
ready to learn by 9:00 am. If your child arrives late for
any reason, they must first obtain a late note from
the office before joining their class.

Leaving School Early:
To sign your child out early, please visit the office to
receive an early slip. We recommend arranging pick-
up times outside of break periods. For safety
reasons, parents are not permitted to enter the
school grounds during breaks and should collect
their child at the designated time.

Extended Absence:
We encourage families to travel during school
holidays. However, if your child needs to travel
during the term and will be absent for more than 10
school days, please complete an Application for
Extended Leave Form through School Bytes
Attendance prior to your travel dates. You will also
need to upload a copy of your travel itinerary for the
principal's review.

Planned Absence:
For absences lasting from a full day up to 10 days,
please submit your request via School Bytes using
the attendance tab - planned absence.
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Attendance GuidelinesAttendance Guidelines

If your child/ren are moving to
another school, please send an
email to the school advising of your
plans. You will need to provide your
child’s name and class, and the last
day of attendance at Girraween
Public School. You will also need to
provide us with their new school
information to ensure that records
are kept up to date. 

Moving SchoolsMoving Schools

Absence SMS:
If your child is absent or late to school, you will receive an SMS notification. This message will
direct you to School Bytes, where you can address any unexplained absences by selecting the
“respond” option. Please note that any absence not explained within 7 days will be recorded as
an unjustified absence.

Thank you for your cooperation in ensuring our students maintain good attendance!

Quick Links
Access the parent portal
School Bytes parent guides

School BytesSchool Bytes

Parents can easily access important
information, including attendance
records, and manage their child's
attendance effectively via School
Bytes.. 

https://portal.schoolbytes.education/auth/login?return_to=https%253A%252F%252Fportal.schoolbytes.education%252F&error=unauthenticated
https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/sections/4414095645839-Parent-Guides


Our school has recently been assigned a disability parking spot. Disability car parking spots
are specially designed spaces close to entrances to make access easier for people with
disabilities. They are marked with the international symbol of access (a white wheelchair icon
on a blue background) and can only be used by people who display a valid Disability Parking
Permit. Using these spots without a permit can make it much harder for someone with a
disability to access the school or community safely. You may not be able to see the disability,
so please be respectful to the parents who use this spot with the correct permit. Please help
us ensure that these spaces are always available for those who truly need them. Remember:
Even if you’re “just quickly dropping off” or “only there for a moment,” parking without a valid
permit is not allowed.

You must not stop or park your vehicle in any area with a Disabled Parking sign present
unless you have a current Mobility Parking Scheme (MPS) card displayed and you are
carrying a person with a disability. Fine: From $644
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What a fantastic term it has been in Kindergarten! We have enjoyed so many exciting learning
experiences and have loved watching our little learners grow and explore every day.
To wrap up the term, we had a wonderful excursion to Calmsley Hill Farm. The children were
thrilled to see and interact with the farm animals, learn about farming life, and enjoy the beautiful
outdoor setting, including a tractor ride around the farm. It was a memorable day filled with
laughter, curiosity, and lots of hands-on fun.
Thank you to all the families for your ongoing support this term. We look forward to more
adventures and learning next term!
Have a safe and happy holiday! See you for our last term together!

Miss Khoury
Assistant Principal Kindergarten

KindergartenKindergarten
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Year 1 have had a fun-filled, busy Term 3! 
This term, students in Year 1 have continued with our "door-to-floor" routine each morning,
beginning our phonics lessons within 60 seconds! We have been learning about the long vowel /oa/
and long vowel /ay/ and how to read and write words quickly and accurately. 
During our daily writing sessions, Year 1 students have been introduced to writing a complex
sentence. We have also learned all about AUSLAN and the Braille writing system. 
During our daily mathematics lessons, Year 1 have had a big focus on making groups with objects
and sharing objects into groups! We have even learned how to create multiple arrays.  

Term 3 was a busy term for Year 1 events. The highlights for this term were our Dress up Book
Parade and The Book Fair, as well as our 100 days of learning celebrations! 

Mr Vitnell
Assistant Principal Year 1

Year 1 Year 1 
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Term 3 was a busy and fun term where we learned many new things in different subjects. In
English, we worked on sounds called r-controlled vowels like /or/, /er/, and /air/. We also practised
tricky spelling words such as "ocean," "muscle," and "yacht." In our writing, we learned how to use
adjectives, action verbs, and adverbs ending in -ly.

In Mathematics, we practised adding and subtracting big numbers, rounding numbers to the
nearest 10 and 100, and adding money. We also learned about measuring mass and area, using
maps, and describing 3D shapes. We counted in 2s, 3s, 5s, and 10s and used tally marks to collect
and show data with graphs.

In Science, we explored different materials and how they can be changed or combined to make
things. We also worked on designing something useful with the materials we learned about. In
History, we talked about how families and communities have changed over time and how
technology affects people’s lives.

In PDHPE, we learned about our feelings and how to get along well with others. We had fun
playing games and working as a team during our weekly PE lessons. Our Creative and Performing
Arts lessons focused on dance, where we sang, played instruments, and moved to music.

Outside of class, many students joined the Public Speaking competition. The ukulele, dance, and
creative games groups also met during lunchtime for extra fun.

Year 2 also started packing up their classrooms in preparation for the big move into our brand
new school. You can’t get much more exciting than that!

Term 3 was full of learning and exciting activities, and we can’t wait for Term 4!

Mr Hutchinson
Assistant Principal Year 2

Year 2Year 2
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This term, Year 3 went on an excursion to Nurragingy Reserve to learn about the Earth's
environment. This great experience had the students experiencing Australia’s great outdoors,
observing the climate, natural vegetation and native animals of Australia. 

Students participated in activities such as habitat building, bush walking and discussions about
their own role in protecting the environment. The activity filled day left students with lots of
knowledge, experience and fun memories. 

Mrs Scerri
Assistant Principal Year 3  

Year 3Year 3
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This term in English, Year 4 students have been exploring persuasive writing through the
fascinating story of Ned Kelly. Our young writers have been developing their skills by crafting
arguments about whether Ned Kelly was a hero or a villain, using evidence to support their points
of view. It has been wonderful to see their critical thinking and creativity grow as they engage with
this iconic figure from Australian history.

Recently, Year 4 enjoyed an exciting excursion to Nurragingy Reserve. The day was filled with
hands-on activities including bug catching, creating habitats for local wildlife, conducting water
pollution experiments, and bushwalking through the beautiful natural surroundings. These
experiences helped deepen their understanding of the environment and the importance of caring
for our local ecosystems.

We are proud of Year 4’s enthusiasm for learning both inside and outside the classroom!

Miss Bakker
Assistant Principal Year 4

Year 4 Year 4 
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Term 3 has been a fun and exciting time for our Year 5 students, with lots of interesting
activities to help with our learning.

Also, 5Q were also lucky to be involved in a coding incursion.

Students are excitedly preparing for our ZooSnooz overnight excursion in Week 1 next term!

Mrs Dawes
Assistant Principal Year 5

Year 5Year 5
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In English, students have been studying the text August and Jones by
Pip Harry. They have enjoyed reading the story, learning about the
characters and engaging in creative writing activities based on the
book. This helped them improve their reading, writing, and
understanding of the story’s messages about friendship and bravery.

In science, students have engaged in fun experiments to learn about
gravity and buoyancy. These hands-on activities made it easier to
understand how these forces work in real life.



Year 6 have had a busy term after returning from camp. 6B kept the camp magic going by
creating their own models of the giant swing in class. 

In science, we have been studying forces, with each class conducting a series of investigations.
We have made parachutes and catapults, tested the buoyancy of objects and used our knowledge
to create things that float. One group in 6G was able to create a boat out of aluminium foil that
kept 147 marbles afloat.

Work has begun on putting together our yearbook, with a capable group of student volunteers in
charge of the process. We came together as a grade to use our bodies to make the number 2025,
which was then photographed by a drone!

Mrs Grouse
Assistant Principal Year 6

Year 6Year 6
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Book ParadeBook Parade
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K/6S
K-6S have been learning about living things in their science lessons. We know we must use gentle
hands and take care of living things. We have been learning that a chick is a baby chicken and
comes from an egg and that chickens have feathers. They are soft. In maths, we are learning how
to count, how to add two groups together and that shapes are all around us. In English, we are
developing our understanding of phonemes and graphemes and beginning to use blending skills
when reading words. Our fitness and gross motor skills are coming along  in leaps and bounds, as
we participate in lots of fun, cooperative, balance and problem-solving activities. We have enjoyed
displaying our creative skills through art, craft, painting, cutting, pasting, singing, playing
instruments, and listening to big books with puppets. We have enjoyed our community access visit
to Central Gardens, learning about the animals and natural and man-made spaces.
 

Multi-Stage ClassesMulti-Stage Classes
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2/6A
Everything reptiles! We have been focusing on learning about what reptiles are and the different
kinds of reptiles that can be found around the world. We have been uncovering all sorts of
information in morning routine and applying this knowledge when writing informative texts and
creating artworks. 
Year 6 camp and Year 6 school activities were full of fun, bonding and leadership opportunities. 
Years 3 & 4 students attended their excursion in Week 9 where they learnt about different habitats
for Australian wildlife.

K/6R
This term we excitedly hosted the 14 baby chicks in our classroom. All of the students were able to
gently handle and take part in caring for the chicks. This experience supported our learning in
science where we looked at different life cycles, including plants and caterpillars.
 

Students were excited about our community access program this term. We caught the bus to
Central Gardens at Merrylands, where we had a picnic with friends and got to see the animals in
the in wildlife enclosures. Students who stayed at school enjoyed making yummy food, including
fruit kebabs, pizza and toasties.

Mrs Robinson
Assistant Principal Multistage

Multi-Stage ClassesMulti-Stage Classes
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CONGRATULATIONS DAVID!

On Sunday 24th August, David Kirubakar from 5D proudly represented our school as a member
of the Sydney North Public Schools Band (SNPSB), conducted by Jennifer Power, at the State Band
Championships held at the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Theatre in Penrith. Competing
against students up to 19 years of age, the band achieved an impressive joint 4th place alongside
St Pius X College Intermediate Concert Band.

The Sydney North Public Schools Band Program, managed by the Arts Unit, offers talented young
musicians from Year 4 to Year 12 the chance to extend their skills through participation in school
bands. The program features two ensembles: the Concert Band and the Symphonic Band.
We congratulate David on his outstanding achievement!

Student Spotlight!Student Spotlight!
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Congratulations to Aathavi (1KP) and Annapoorna (2BT) for an outstanding participation in the
Hills Public Speaking Competition semi finals. Congratulations to Annapoorna who has gone
through to represent Girraween PS at the finals next term.

Hills Public Speaking CompetitionHills Public Speaking Competition



We are proud to celebrate the outstanding achievements of Tanvi B (6G) and
Kesar (4H), who represented Girraween Public School at the Regional Public
Speaking competition held at The Arts Unit, Lewisham on 27 and 28 August.

Tanvi impressed the judges with her impromptu speech on the topic of
‘boredom'. Kesar captivated the audience with a heartfelt prepared speech
on ‘Second Chances,’ showcasing excellent storytelling.

Both students performed exceptionally well, with Kesar earning an
impressive 3rd place in the competition. Their dedication, courage, and
eloquence have made the school community very proud.

Congratulations to Tanvi and Kesar for your remarkable efforts and
achievements. We look forward to seeing more of your successes in the
future! 

We are proud to celebrate the outstanding achievements of two of our
talented students, Numair from class 3N and Nila from class 5Q, who
recently represented Girraween Public School at the Regional Spelling Bee.

Competing via Zoom against students from numerous schools across the
region, both Numair and Nila demonstrated exceptional spelling skills, focus,
and determination. Numair made it to the top 7, impressing everyone with
his ability to spell challenging words, however, “rissole" was very tricky. 

Nila showcased remarkable perseverance and expertise, advancing all the
way through to round 13 and earning an impressive 2nd place overall. Her
toughest word of the competition was “acuity".

Congratulations to Numair and Nila for their fantastic performances and for
representing Girraween Public School with such distinction. We look forward
to seeing what these bright students will accomplish next!

Mrs Needham
Deputy Principal Stage 2

Regional Multicultural  Public Speaking CompetitionRegional Multicultural  Public Speaking Competition
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Girraween Public School Shines at the Regional Spelling BeeGirraween Public School Shines at the Regional Spelling Bee



On 28 August, 50 enthusiastic students from Girraween Public School proudly represented our
school at the Zone Athletics Carnival held at the Blacktown International Sports Stadium. The
event was a fantastic opportunity for our young athletes to showcase their skills, determination,
and school spirit against competitors from across the region.

We are thrilled to announce that eight of our talented students have qualified to progress to the
Regional Athletics Carnival, which will take place on 25 September at Homebush. Congratulations
to Tanvi B (6G), Aditya (5Q), Akshaya (3B), Mehaan (6B), Cruz (6C), Aryan (5P), Vishva (3S), and Viraj
(5M) for their outstanding performances.

Also Tanvi B achieved the 12/13 girls age champion, Aditya achieved 2nd place for Junior boys
aged champion and Cruz was placed 8  for 11 years age champion. Overall, Girraween PS placed
5  in the school rankings. 

th

th

We wish these students the very best as they prepare to compete at the next level. Their
dedication and hard work are a great source of pride for Girraween Public School, and we look
forward to cheering them on at the Regional Carnival. Good luck to all!

 Zone Athletics Carnival Zone Athletics Carnival
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On 2 September, our school community came together to celebrate Fathers' Day with a special
stall dedicated to honouring all fathers and grandfathers. We hope that every dad and granddad
had a wonderful day filled with joy and appreciation, and that they enjoyed the thoughtful gifts
selected just for them.

A thank you goes to our P&C for organising this event. Their dedication and hard work made the
Fathers' Day stall a memorable experience for everyone involved. We also extend our gratitude to
all the volunteers whose time and effort in assisting with the stall helped make the day run
smoothly and successfully.

Celebrating Fathers' Day with a Successful StallCelebrating Fathers' Day with a Successful Stall

Term 3 Week 10



Community NewsCommunity News
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TERM 4 ENROLMENT
 Mondays & Thursdays After School Chess Lessons

3:05 - 4:05 PM Mondays

3:05 - 4:05 PM Thursdays

3:05 - 5:05 PM Thursdays

Head Coach Rayman Singh
 (coaching credentials on reelchess.com)

Book for Term 4 now
 scan QR code or use Booking link

ReelChess
 Girraween Public School

 0402769387 admin@reelchess.com

Learn more about us at reelchess.com
Booking Link

Greater academic success

Expert Chess Coaching

https://reelchess.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Girraween-Public-School_-ReelChess-enrollment-form_-Schools-Term-4-.pdf
https://reelchess.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Girraween-Public-School_-ReelChess-enrollment-form_-Schools-Term-4-.pdf

