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Year 5
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Principal's Report - Mrs Alison Jenner

As we move towards the end of Week 7 in Term 1, we are excited to share a variety of
happenings and achievements within our school community!

NAPLAN
Our Year 3 and Year 5 students are currently participating in NAPLAN assessments,
which began this week. These assessments are designed to measure students' skills in
reading, writing, and numeracy, and provide valuable insights into their learning
progress. We encourage parents to support their children during this time by

reminding them to stay calm and confident, as this is a wonderful opportunity for them
to demonstrate their skills and knowledge acquired throughout the year.

Healthy Harold and Life Education Van
We are thrilled to announce the arrival of Healthy Harold and the Life Education Van to
our school this week! The Life Education program plays a crucial role in promoting
health, well-being, and safe choices among our students. Through interactive sessions
and engaging activities, students will learn about topics such as nutrition, physical
activity, resilience, and making safe decisions. We anticipate that these sessions will
empower our students to make informed choices that contribute to their overall well-
being.

Congratulations to Our Swimmers!
A big congratulations to our talented swimmers who represented Forster Public School
at the Manning PSSA Swimming Carnival last week! Their hard work and commitment
to training truly paid off, as many students achieved personal bests. It was inspiring to
see their sportsmanship and teamwork throughout the event. We are proud of each
and every one of them for their dedication and enthusiasm in representing our school.
We are excited for Layla, Harrison, Jack & Toby who qualified for the next level of
competition.

Clean Up Australia Day
We would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all our students and staff who
participated in Clean Up Australia Day last week. The commitment shown by our
students was commendable, as they worked together to clean up our school

community. Their enthusiasm and dedication to keeping our environment clean and
safe are truly inspiring. It's wonderful to see our students taking an active role in caring
for our community and planet.

Student Code of Conduct
As part of our commitment to fostering a positive and respectful school environment,
we want to remind families about the importance of our Student Code of Conduct. This
code outlines the expectations for student behaviour, including respect for others,
responsibility for actions, and the importance of following school rules. We encourage
families to discuss this code with their children and help them understand
what it means to be a respectful and responsible member of our
school community. Your support in reinforcing these values
at home plays a vital role in helping our students thrive.
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P&C AGM Update

We recently held our Parent and Citizen (P&C) Annual
General Meeting, and we are pleased to announce our new
office bearers for the year. Genna Dorahy is our new
President, Phil Ferguson is the Vice President, Trudi Wassell
will serve as the Secretary and Hayley Emerson will fill the
position as Treasurer. We would like to extend our heartfelt
gratitude to the outgoing P&C office bearers for their
dedication and hard work in supporting our school. Their
efforts have made a significant impact on our community.

To increase accessibility, we are trialling our next P&C
meeting face to face but also online. This will provide an
opportunity for more families to engage with the P&C and
contribute to discussions about the school. Additionally, we
are seeking volunteers to help with planned events, such as
wrapping gifts for the Mother's Day Stall or selling tickets at
our upcoming events. If you are interested in lending a
hand, please fill in the note coming home if you can lend a
hand at any time. Your support makes a significant
difference!

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in
our school activities. We are proud of the achievements and
initiatives that our students are engaging in this term. We
look forward to an exciting week ahead filled with learning
and growth!

School
Community Charter

% Collaborative. Respectful. Communication.

The following Scheel Community Charter outlines the responsibilities of
parents, carers, educabors and school staff in NSW public schools to ensure
our lsaming envirenmients are collaborative. supportive and cohesive.
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Ensuring respectful learning environments for all
members of NSW Public Schools communities.
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Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity.

At Forster Public School we celebrate inclusiveness, respect and a sense of
belonging for all Australians, from the traditional owners of the land to those who
have come from many countries around the world.

Harmony Day is next Friday 21 March and the ongoing theme is “everyone belongs’.
We are inviting all children to wear orange on this day and we will celebrate in a sea

of orange. By participating in Harmony Day activities, we can learn and understa

how all Australians equally belong to this nation and enrich it.

in partnership
to promote
student
learning

Communicating with our schoels
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Respectful communication is a right

In all werkplaces people have the right to feel respeciod. Unacceptable and
offensive behaviour has no place in our school communities
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+ Aggresshe or intimidating language, inchuding the use of obscenities, making sexist, racist or
derogatony SomrEnts o whing & rade tone.

+ Treating membsers of the school community differently due to aspects such as their religion or disability.

- Inappropriate and time wasting communication.

Unacceptable behaviour may include but is not limited te:
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Teacher Librarian

Term 1is flying past, and we are settling in to the new school year very nicely in the library. During
library sessions, Kindergarten students are exploring pets and book care, Year 1 and 2 students are
looking at characters in stories, Year 3 and 4 students are checking out how plot, characters and setting
work together to create a narrative, while Year 5 and 6 students are investigating narratives and genre.
We also include themes from National weeks such as National Sea Week, where several classes made
fabulous paper jellyfish while we researched marine animals.

Second half lunch break times in the library continue to be a popular time to visit the library and read,
borrow, play games, do craft, colour or watch an ABC Kids program or two. The library is also open for
Relax and Read Recess on Mondays and Tuesday, where we simply sit and read in our calm, quiet library
environment. Just right for those warm days! It is also a great time for our Year 3-6 students to work
towards completing the Premier's Reading Challenge, which opened on Monday 24 February 2025, and
will close on Friday 22 August 2025.

Our Student Library Assistant program continues to also be popular, with 16 new members already this
year, and several more students in the pipeline working towards their initial membership. Student
Library Assistants donate their own time in our library, ensuring our library space is fun and safe for
everyone to enjoy while sharing their knowledge and skills with other students. Thank you, amazing
Student Library Assistants!

Issue 2 of Scholastic Book Club is out now, with orders due back by Wednesday 26 March 2025.
Payments and orders can be made online via LOOP, while cash orders can be taken to the front office
or delivered to the Book Club box in the library foyer, which is also where we display our new books,
ready to be borrowed. Thank you for your continued support of Book Club, as all orders made through
our school will earn rewards points which go towards new books for our library. It's a win for everyone!
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K22 were so excited in the
lead up to meeting the one
and only Healthy Harold!
We learnt all about the skills
and importance of making
friends and what makes a
good friend. Before heading
into the Healthy Harold van,
we engaged in some pre
learning where the students
brainstormed how to be a
good friend, ways we can
make new friends and also
why it's so important to have
good friends surrounding us!
Everyone was so enthusiastic
towards participating and is
already so keen for another
visit.

As much as we all loved the

activities with Healthy Harold, |

think everyone's favourite

moment was a cuddle with the

giraffe himself!

Students in 6/29 investigated the
issues and impacts around
vaping and smoking. Learning
outcomes included the effects of
nicotine on the body and brain.

Weeks 8 & 9
Positive Behaviour

for Learning focus...

PAX Leaders are in the right place
at the right time
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CALLING ALL GREENTHUMBS

We love Parent/Grandparent
VOLUNTEERS

Our Food Garden needs your HELP
We are creating a Garden Club and
would love VOLUNTEERS to
help with the maintenance of our FOOD
GARDENS.

If you have a spare hour to help out once
a weekly/fortnight or even Monthly and
you have a GREENTHUMB we
Would love to hear from you.
Please contact our Garden Co-ordinator
Stefanie via the Office for more
information.
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1.Medication Information Night
o Date: Tuesday, 18 March
o Time: 5SPM
o Location: School Library
o This session is specifically for students y
medication during the camp. We encg
and carers of these students to atte

2.General Camp Information Night
o Date: Tuesday, 1 April
o Time: 5SPM
o Location: School Library
o This session will cover
experience, including

Ja J =The Great,,
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S ®  BushCamp




Kitohew/Garden News

We are excited once again to take our students from years 3 - 6 on a hands-on learning
experience in our School Garden program.
Years 3 and 4 have started their gardening lessons, helping with getting the garden back in
shape after the long summer break.
They practised safe skills with using the wheelbarrows and other garden tools and helped
with weeding, pruning and raking to help tidy our food gardens.

We welcome parent/family members to VOLUNTEER in our Kitchen/Garden Program on a
fortnightly basis with your child’s class or to help in our Garden Club with regular visits to
assist with garden maintenance.

For more information on volunteering in our wonderful Kitchen/Garden program please
email our Kitchen/Garden co-ordinator Stefanie via the school office or forster-




PBL Awards

Congratulations to our
PBL Award winners for
weeks 7 & 8.

Thank you for
upholding our school
values of
SAFETY
RESPECT
PERSONAL BEST

Fortnightly Focus:

PAX Leaders
are in the right place
at the right time.

PAX Leader
We are so excited to be
implementing PAX GBG at
our school. Our next Strategy
Is PAX Leader. Thisis a
strategy your child’s teacher
is using to guide childrenin
making positive choices and
avoiding problematic
behaviors..

I better myself,




Rural and regional school travel

Apply online for free school travel iff rural and regional NSW. You only need to complete
one form, even for journeys using more than one operator.

Who can apply?

Tobe erilgihle for free schoel travel, students may
need ta live a minimum distance from their
school:

Years K-2 (Infants)

There is no minimum distance.

Years 3-6 (Primary)

Mare than 1.6km straight line distance or at least
2.3km walking.

Years 7-12 (Secondary)

Maore than 2.0km straight line distance or at least
2.9km walking.

Who needs to apply

You only need to apply if the student has never
been approved for free school travel befare.
Students in a shared parental responsibility
situation (e.g. joint custody) should submit a
separate application for both addresses.

How to update your details

You need to update student details online if the
student is changing their name, address, school or
campus, or their Transport operator. You can
update them at transportnsw.info/ssts-update

Frequently asked questions

Does the approved free travel include
travel outside school hours?

Approved free school travel is only for travel to
and from school. So for travel after hours, on
weskends or during school holidays, students will
nead to buy a ticket.

What if there's no public transport in my area?

In areas where there is no public ranspor, you
may be able to get a subsidy for driving the
student to school. For details, visit
transportnsw.info/school-students

Hew do | apply if the student needs to travel
from two addresses because the parents

live separately?
Each parent {or the student it aged 16 or over)

needs to apply separately for each address. The
same minimum distances apply.

How to apply for free travel for the

first time
You can apply for free school travel for next year
fram the start of Term 4 this year.

Step 1

Onece you have enrolled your child ar the new schoal,
apply online bzlr Eiving your home address and
telling us which bus company the student needs to
travel with berween hame and school. You can apply
online at transportnsw.info/school-students

Step 2

The school then confirms to us that your details are
correct.

Step 3

We will then work on your application. You will get
an email confirming if the student is approved for
free travel. If so, we will tell your local bus
company who may send a school travel pass (if
needed) to your school or, in some cases, the bus
company will contact you directly about wavel
an'angemems_

A parent or guardian must apply for students aged

15 years and under. Students who are 16 years and
ower must apply for themselves.

What my card will look like
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Want to know more?

For more information, visit transportnsw.info/school-
students

For help in your language, call the Translatingand
Interpreting Service (T15) on 131 450.
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Do you need Uniforms?
The P & C Uniform Shop is
open Tuesdays & Thursdays

from 8.30am - 9.30am

(Or order online via
our school website)

Children from Year 3 to Year 6
were issued with their
instrument from Week 4 and
lessons on flute, clarinet,
saxophone, trumpet, recorder
and keyboard have been
happening for a month now.
We have some enthusiastic new
players that are doing well with
learning how to produce their
first notes and play their first
tunes. They are all doing their
best to practise at home too
which is why they are all now
able to play at least five notes.
Blowing any wind instrument
and being able to create a note
is hard work so, like sports
players, musicians need to build
up their strength. Parents
please help your child find a
time and place where they can
practise often at home. Even if
they are short sessions before
dinner or school, several times a
week will make all the
difference and make sure they
are confident when they start to
play as a band.

Zara, George, Xavier, Oliver and
Ollie who were in the school
band last year have begun
rehearsals before school on
Wednesdays at 8.00am. They
are working on four new pieces
for this term.

Parents; You are welcome to
call or email me at school if you
need to ask questions about
band. | look forward to meeting
some of you at beginner band
practices which will start next
term.

Yours in Music, Mrs Berry




Safety information afimila when prning
Bus safety for e T

school students

How families can help

WHEN LIGHTS

Always wait until the bus has gone, then use
a safe place to cross.

tops wisit http -'.froadsafetytranspnrt NSW.QOV. au.-'
sl.aymgsalefsthoo!s."lnformal school-bus-stops.htmil

LOCIK.' continuo
LISTEN! for th incds of ,qu:na’“.:'g'-re.""-.'
THINK! whether it is safe to cross Lives lost on MSW roads.

Our goal is zero.

TOWARDS ZERD
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We’'re here to support
positive attendance habits.




NSW Department of Education

Behaviour code for students

Information for students and parents or carers

NSW public schools are committed to providing safe, supportive, and responsive learning
environments for everyone across a range of settings. We teach and model the inclusive and

safe behaviours we value in our students.
In NSW public schools students are expected, to
tha best of their ability, to:

show respect to other students, their teachers and
schoal staff and community members

follow school and class rules and follow the
directions of their teachers

strive for the highest standards in learning

act in a eourteous and respectful way that makes
all members of tha school community feel valued,
included and supported

resolve conflict respectfully. calmly and fairly

meat the school's agreed uniform policy or dress
cada

attend school every day (unless legally excused)
respect all property

be safe and not be violent or bring weapans, illegal
drugs, alcohol, vapes, e-cigarettes or tobacco into
our schaools

not bully, harass, intimidate, or discriminate
against anyone in our schools.

Schools take action in response to behaviour that is
datrimental to salf or athers or to the achievement of
high-guality teaching and learning.

All students have a right toc
safety at schoal
access and fully participata in their learning

be treated with respect by other students, teachers
and school staff

express their views, set goals and self-advocate.

The principal and schoel staff, using their professional
judgment. ara best placed to maintain diseipline and
provide safe, supportive and respansive learning
environments and apply an appropriate action when
students are not meeting thesa expectations.

education.nsw.gov.au

Safety

Model and follow school and class rules and
expectations around bahaviour and conduct.

Megotiate and resolve conflict.

Be aware of and take responsibility for how their
behaviour and actions impact others.

Care for self and athers.

Be safe and help others to make safe choices that
da not hurt themsealves or others.

Telaphone interpreter service

The departmeant is responsible for the provision of

a policy framework and resources such as legal
issues bulleting, access to spacialist advice, and
professional learning to guide principals and their
staff in exercising their professional judgment.

In this context, tha NSW Gavarnment and the
Department of Education will back the autherity and
judgment af principals and school staff at the local
level.

Behaviour code for students: Student actions

Promoting the inclusion, learning, wellbeing, and
safety of all students in NSW public schools is a high
priarity for the Departmeant of Education.

We implemant teaching and learning approaches
across a range of settings to support the development
of skills needed by students to meet aur high
standards for respectful, safe and engaged behaviour.

To meet the expectations set out above, students
in NSW public schools, to the best of their ability,
should adhere to the following principles.

Respect

Treat one another with dignity.
Communicate and behave courteously.

Act and work cooperatively with other students,
teachers, and school staff.

Develop positive and respectful relationships.
Value the interests, ability and culture of others.
Respect the learning needs of other students.

Dress appropriately by wearing the agreed school
uniform or dress code.

Take care with school property and the property of
staff and other students.

GOWVERRMENT

English 1

Engagement

Arrive at school and class on time.
Be prepared for avery lesson.
Actively participate in learning.

Aspire and strive to achieve the highest standards
of learning.

If you would like more information please call tha schoal principal. If you need an interprater ta assist with
your anquiry, pleasa call the Telephone Interpreter Service on 131 450 and ask for an interpreter in your

language.

Tell the operator the phone number you want to call and the operator will get an intarpreter on the line to
assist you with the conversation. You will not ba charged for this service.

The School
Photographer

Make up day

for
school
photos
IS on
Monday
17 March.
There
are
photo
envelopes
available
at the
office
If
required.




