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Welcome back to another exciting year at Forster Public School! We are thrilled to have our
students back and ready to embark on a new academic journey together. We hope everyone
had a restful break and is ready for a year full of learning and growth.

Enrolment Update
We are pleased to report that our enrolment numbers are looking strong this year, with 21
mainstream classes and 5 support classes. This stability allows us to maintain our current
structure without the need for any re-organisation at this stage. We appreciate all the feedback
we’ve received from parents and thank you for your engagement in this process. Your concerns
are important to us, and we are continuing to work through them to ensure a supportive
environment for all our students.

Modifications to the Supported Learning Playground
We are excited to share that significant modifications are underway in our Supported Learning
area playground. We are upgrading the fencing in the back playground to enhance safety,
implementing a drainage upgrade to improve accessibility and usability during various weather
conditions, and adding a turfed area to provide a more inviting and comfortable environment for
play and learning. These improvements aim to create a more engaging outdoor space for our
students and will be completed in the coming months.

BEST START Assessments for Kindergarten
Next week, we will be conducting the BEST START assessments for our Kindergarten students.
These assessments provide valuable insights into each child's learning and development,
allowing our staff to tailor their support and instruction to meet individual needs. Mrs Mutch, Mrs
Cross, Mrs Meadows, Mrs Lacey and Miss Tyrie will be supporting the class teachers with the
administration of the assessments and are looking forward to working closely with the students
during this process to help them feel comfortable and confident.

New ‘Kiss and Drop’ System Trial
To enhance safety during the busy afternoon pick-up period, we are trialling a new system at the
"Kiss and Drop" zone. Children will now wait in the front gated area instead of near the road,
creating a safer environment as parents park and collect their children. Students will be called
out to meet their parents as they arrive. We appreciate the community's patience as we
implement this new process and work towards ensuring the safety of all our students during this
bustling time.

Swimming Carnival Congratulations
A huge congratulations to all participants in our annual swimming carnival! It was wonderful to
see our students showcase their talents and sportsmanship in the pool. A special thank you goes
out to the parents and volunteers who assisted at the swimming carnival. Your support helped
make the event a success, and we are grateful for your involvement in our school community.
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Alison

Meet and Greet Afternoon
We would like to let everyone know about our upcoming "Meet and Greet" afternoon with teachers on Tuesday, 25th
February, from 3:20pm to.4.20pm. This is a fantastic opportunity for parents to meet their child’s teacher, learn about stage
structures, and discuss expectations for the year ahead. We encourage all parents to attend, as it fosters a strong partnership
between home and school, which is vital for our students' success.

Planning for 2025
As we continue to plan, we sincerely appreciate your patience while we navigate our classing structure for 2025. We are
committed to providing the best educational experience for our students and will keep you informed as we make decisions. In
the meantime, we want to remind parents about the upcoming deadlines for Opportunity class and Selective High School
class applications. Please ensure you keep an eye on our Facebook page for important links and updates regarding the
application process.

Introducing Our New Staff
Finally, we are excited to introduce our new staff members who have joined the Forster Public School family this year:
· Gareth Care-Unger (Supported Learning class teacher) replacing Roan Whiteman
· Riannon Symons (Supported Learning class teacher) replacing Mikayla Akhurst while she is on maternity leave
· Nicole Vlakic (Kinder class teacher and RFF Teacher) replacing Sara Johe
· Marcus Rowsell (School Learning Support Officer in the Years 3-6 area)
· Alyssa Fuller (Stage 2 class teacher)
· Hayley Cross (Assistant Principal Curriculum & Instruction K-2) replacing Angela Sparks
· Carol Thomas (School Learning Support Officer in the Supported Learning area)

We are confident that their skills and experiences will enhance our educational offerings and contribute positively to our school
community. Please join us in welcoming them!

Thank you for your continued support. Together, let's make this year the best one yet for our students!

Warm regards,












