
 

Goodbye and Good Luck to Mrs Paula Brayne 

On Thursday, Forbes Public staff and students farewelled Mrs Paula Brayne. Mrs Brayne has been 

working within our school for the last 2 years in a Student Support Officer role as part of flood recovery 

support implemented by the Department of Education. 

Mrs Brayne has worked as part of the Learning and Support team with staff and students to support 

wellbeing across K-6, delivering small group interventions including Seasons for Growth and Stormbirds, 

in class support, social skills games room during play breaks and 1:1 individualised support sessions. We 

have been very fortunate to have an SSO of Mrs Brayne's calibre. Today we acknowledge the positive 

impact she has had on our school community and say a huge thanks for all she has done during her time 

at FPS.  

Staff enjoyed a morning tea with Mrs Brayne and students had the opportunity to say 

'see you later' when she visited each classroom.  

Mrs Brayne said she was very grateful for her time at Forbes Public and all of the 

wonderful students and families she had the opportunity to meet and help. Mrs 

Brayne is sad to leave but excited about the new 'season' ahead of her.  

Mrs Brayne will continue supporting families in our area in her new role with Catholic 

Care. We wish Mrs Brayne all the best for her new chapter.  

Goodbye for now from FPS!   
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Welcome back to a brand-new school year! I hope you all had a wonderful and 

refreshing summer break. 

As we step into this new academic year, we are excited to continue fostering a 

supportive and engaging learning environment where every student can thrive. 

This year we are working towards providing a variety of sporting, academic and 

arts opportunity, starting with the registration of a choir and dance group, both to 

perform throughout the year at various locations. We will be calling for singers and 

dancers in the coming weeks to take part in these groups.  

Our dedicated teachers and staff have been working hard to prepare for an incredible year of learning, 

growth, and new opportunities. Whether you are returning or joining us for the first time, we are thrilled to 

have you as part of our school community. 

Keep an eye out for our FPS In the Limelight Facebook posts where we look forward to sharing the 

spotlight with each class over the duration of the year.  

Today, many of our students will battle excitement and nerves as they participate in our annual swimming 

carnival. The day will provide an opportunity for students to challenge themselves and have fun, be it 

swimming a certain distance for the first time, maybe trying a new stroke, or just engaging in the fun 

water activities. We are looking forward to sharing the day with our students and community.     

This year, we look forward to building strong relationships, setting new goals, and embracing challenges 

with confidence. We encourage students to stay curious, be kind, and give their best effort in everything 

they do. Parents, your partnership is invaluable, and we appreciate your support in making this school a 

place where every child feels safe, valued, and inspired. Let’s make this year one of achievement, 

creativity, and success. Welcome back—we are so glad to have you here! 

Meg Staples  -  Principal 



 

 
Principal’s Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who will receive a Principal Pen or Pencil after filling their 

charts from 2024. 

Year 1 Hudson Sutton Ava Sinclair Year 5 

Charlie Cole Islee Currey Cameron Cran Molly Browne 

Tyler Apps Abby McDonald Lainee Currey Kallie Trainor 

Lawson Redfern Tom Robb Louie West Jarryd Whittaker 

Lilah Horan Reggie Mongoo Kelsey Lee Millie Hatch 

Birdie Welsh Lola Simpson Molly De Mamiel Lylah Burke-Chapman 

Harriet Watson Max Hancock Year 4 Bonnie Northey 

Austin Byrnes Reggie Anderson Kendall Chua Nate Whitty 

Rosie Gorman Beau Dukes Zachary Dunford Caitlyn Eagles 

Isabelle Wiegold Will Parslow-Smith Eliza Wythes Penny Gordon 

Archie Adams Cruz Amor Gigi Greig Riley Stephenson 

Finn Anderson Millie Dang Cheyse Hoy Lola Quirk 

Hudson Payne Tennyson Acker Learning Centre Austin Webb 

Dustin Tarrant Year 2 Kyson Mcanulty Mitchell Gartner 

Maci McMahon Jack Hazel Will Davis Alia Zuliani 

Iva Nicholson Harriet Buckanen Scarlett Bailey Axel Trotter 

Elkie Gunn Arlie O’Connor Dustin Bray Gracie Robbins 

Eve Tattersall Arlo Skinner Olivia Markham 2/6C 

Lil Baxter Archer Sherritt Claudia Carstairs Noah Johansson 

Isabelle Norris Year 3 Chad Wiegold Year 6 

Zoe Webb Rosie Coates Shriya Budathoki Delta Steele 

Annie Wythes Jack Ball Elias Acret  

 



 

 Welcome to our new staff members 

Miss Wedlock 3/4W 

My name is Ash Wedlock and I am thrilled to be teaching a 3/4 class this 

year.  

I completed my university degree at the University of New England in 

Armidale. During the 2024 school year, I had the opportunity to work as a 

casual teacher in Dubbo. I am excited to share that 2025 marks my first 

year teaching my own class.  

I grew up in Sydney and moved away after I finished school. I lived at 

college on campus in Armidale for three years, and then I spent last year 

living in Dubbo. I have only recently moved to Forbes, and I have found the 

town extremely friendly and inviting! 

I have a love for the outdoors and have always enjoyed the country life much more than the city life! My 

hobbies outside of school are netball, cooking, and spending quality time with friends and family.  

I am looking forward to learning and growing as a new teacher and meeting all people involved in the 

Forbes Public School community.   

Miss Prior 5/6P 

Hello FPS community, 

My name is Sophie Prior and I am thrilled to be teaching Stage 3 this year. A 

little about myself, I have grown up in Forbes and love this little town. I have 

recently returned from Newcastle after 3 years teaching near Lake Macquarie.  

I am lucky to have also taught in England for 2 years after I graduated, which 

was an unforgettable experience.  

It has already been a wonderful start to the year, getting to know the staff and 

students of Forbes Public School. Everyone has been extremely welcoming 

and helpful and I am looking forward to being part of such a positive school 

community.  

2025 School Photo Day! 

Wednesday, 19 March 2025 

Next week, each child will receive a photo order envelope. Students are required to return their 
envelopes on School photo day even if they are not ordering photos. Please DO NOT send your 
child’s individual envelope to school before photo day.  

Payment can be made online or by enclosing the correct money as no change can be given.  

A Sibling envelope will be sent home with the eldest child if they have a brother or sister attending 
FPS. Sibling photos will only be available for students attending our school. To enable us to plan 
for sibling photos, envelopes must be returned to the front office before photo day if you choose to 
have a sibling photo taken.  

We ask students to wear their full summer uniform. 

Girls in Summer tunic, white socks and black shoes. Boys in Navy and 
Gold polo shirts, grey shorts, grey socks and black shoes.  

If you need assistance with school uniforms please contact the school 
or your child’s teacher.  

The school canteen is open for uniform sales every Tuesday, 



  HELPFUL INFORMATION 

For Parents and Carers 

Change of Routine 

If your child has a change of routine a note must be sent to the class teacher that morning. 

Sometimes changes are unavoidable and parents need to ring the office. If possible all messages 
should be phoned in by 2.00pm to ensure your child receives the message. 

Please do not send change of routine through the school email as these can sometimes be missed.  

Money 

Money that is sent to school for visiting shows, sport, excursions etc. needs to be in a sealed      
envelope or snap lock bag with child’s name, class and what it is for.  

Visiting shows must be paid as early as possible to avoid your child missing out. Pre payment 
accounts will be invoiced shortly. 

Appointments 

Parents wishing to speak to teachers must make an appointment either by phoning the office or by 
contacting your child’s class teacher via their preferred method of communication.  

Property 

Please label all clothing and property with your child’s name. The school endeavours to return all lost 
property to its rightful owner. 

Toys and valued items are not the responsibility of the school and are not encouraged. 

Early Arrivals 

Students should not arrive at school before 8.30am. A teacher on duty will open the entrance gate at 
this time.  

Late Arrivals 

Students arriving late to school must be signed in through the office by a parent or carer. A note will 
be printed for the classroom teacher.  

Permission Notes 

Permission notes for Town Excursions, Medical Information and Permission to use Photographs were 
sent home last week. Please return these notes to your child’s class teacher as soon as possible.  

Pick Ups  

All students in Years K—6 are picked up through the main entrance. The gates will be opened at 3pm 
when a staff member is on duty.   

Student Absences 

Forbes Public School, like all DEC schools is required to record partial and full absences for all 
students. 

Please ensure if your child is away an explanation is sent through as soon as possible. The Sentral for 
Parent Portal app will help with this process. Absence explanations may also be emailed to your child’s 
class teacher or phoned through the front office.   

If you need to take additional holiday time during the school year, the Department of Education 
requires students to complete an application for extended leave. These forms are held in the office and 
need to be completed and returned to school for approval before you leave. Please contact the office if 
you need one. 

WWCC for Volunteers 

As part of the processes involved in supporting students across our school, Parents and Carers who 
assist in any way are required to complete the Working With Children’s Check (WWCC) for Volunteers. 

The WWCC can be completed online and then finalised at a Service NSW registry. A WWCC number 
is then generated and we ask you to please bring this into the office for our records.  

Any enquiries please phone 6852 1934. 



 

We are excited to announce that the Royal Far West team are coming to visit our 

school next week. During the visit they will spend some time in our classrooms, talk 

with staff and provide an opportunity for parents to contact them directly.  

Please contact the team via: 

community.recovery@royalfarwest.org.au or 02 8622 6808 or email the school or if 

you have questions/queries about the RFW visit or your child being involved in the 

classroom visits/activities, please discuss with school staff.  



 



Welcome 

Kindergarten 2025
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