
Respectful, Responsible Learners

Finley High School
12th September 2025

Phone:(03)58831344    
Email: finley-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au                                                  
Newsletter Week 8, Term 3 2025                        

A word from Mr Ward

School Admin Support Staff (SASS) Recognition Week
Last week we celebrated SASS recognition week. This is a wonderful opportunity to stop
and thank our admin staff, lab technicians, hospitality support staff, technology
support, library support, general assistant, farm assistant, student support learning
staff, student support officers and school psychologists. They are integral to our success
and do a wonderful job supporting the students and staff. Please enjoy our spread of
names and faces in this edition of the newsletter.

Agriculture Open Day
The Ag Department hosted a fantastic open day in preparation for the Finley and
Royal Melbourne Show, attracting a large number of visitors. I had the opportunity to
attend and enjoyed speaking with many people throughout the day. Two excellent
presentations were delivered, one by Finley Rotary Club and another by Tocumwal
Lions Club, both of whom made generous and much-appreciated donations. We are
very grateful for their ongoing support. Just before lunch, I addressed the large crowd,
followed by a heartfelt speech from Mrs O’Leary. The highlight of the day was a special
presentation by the Finley Agricultural Society, who honoured Mrs O’Leary with a
medal and the title of Finley Show Personality of the Year 2025.

Finley Show
Terrific effort from everyone involved in the show, it was cold and wet but once again
super effort. Our display won the blue ribbon, 'wow' this is excellent. 



Jeff Ward - Principal

DOVES Minister’s Council
Well done to Sama Swaid and Eloise Harris, along with Mrs Bird who spoke at the
recent DOVES Minister’s Council online student forum for the Rural South & West
directorate. The DOVES also known as the Department of Student Voice in Education
and Schools is a council created by the Minister for Education to allow for better access
and understanding of student voice.

University Offers
A number of our students have already received early offers to CSU and Wollongong,
this is a very exciting time for them as we share in their excitement. Some of the offers
received include Bachelors courses in Agriculture, Criminology, Law, Education,
Nursing, Social Work, Business, Economics, Accounting.

Congratulations to Bella Rourke & Maddy Price 
Bella had a great squash carnival representing NSW against NZ and Queensland in
Cairns from the 25  to 29  August. Additionally we wish Maddy Price all the best as she
has been selected for the Under 16 Bushrangers squad, for the V Line cup in Ballarat. 
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Principal Role
I don’t enjoy spending time away from school; however, I am often required to attend
external professional learning, engage with other educational leaders, and contribute to
departmental initiatives and programs. These opportunities enable me to gain new
perspectives, foster innovation, and implement diverse strategies to improve teaching
and learning at Finley High School. This holistic approach to professional development
enhances my leadership capacity and strengthens our school community, ultimately
benefiting the entire school. Upcoming professional commitments include:
Week 8: Participate on the Principal Panel for Narrandera High School’s external
validation.
Week 8: Attend the Learning and Engagement Secondary Principal Reference Group in
Sydney.
Week 9: Facilitate at the Growing Great Leaders program in Sydney, supporting newly
appointed first-time principals.

POLUS - Police Simulation Exercise.
I recently attended exercise POLUS in Albury. This was delivered by the NSW Police with
the assistance of staff from the department’s Health, Safety and Staff Wellbeing
directorate. The opportunity allowed principals to work with their local and specialist
police to manage school-based incidents and emergencies while building professional
relationships and capability. 



Thank you to our 
incredible 
SASS Team

SAM/Front Office 

SLSO

Hospitality/Library/Science, Wellbeing, GA & Farm Assistant

Vanessa Sasha Kirstie Elyse Jess Georgia
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Hilary Will Luke Maddi PhilGayle

Sue Cath Jodi GordonBrian



Year 12 Major Works -
Timber/Metal

Horse Jump Ute Bed

Work bench Desk

Ute Cage Hall Table
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Shout Outs
Thank you to the P&C who kindly donated morning tea for our SASS team to enjoy in
celebration of SASS appreciation week.

Thank you to the Tocumwal Lions Club who have very generously donated $10000
towards our Outdoor Learning Hub and $5000 to help cover the cost of
accommodation for our Ag Show Team at the Melbourne Royal Show.

State Squash
Bella R proudly represented NSW at the Trans Tasman Squash Championships in
Cairns this August, competing against both Queensland and New Zealand.

She took part in both individual and doubles matches, showcasing her skills on court.
NSW finished 2nd overall, with New Zealand taking the top spot.

The championships were a fantastic experience, filled with plenty of squash and the
opportunity to meet new people.



Aleasha Hannon

Aleasha left Finley High School in 2020.
She worked for a short time at IGA before
undertaking a traineeship in Community
Pharmacy. Aleasha has been an invaluable
assistant at the Finley Pharmacy. She is
friendly, efficient and always happy to help.
She has loved being able to help all members
of the Finley community.
Aleasha will be leaving the pharmacy shortly.
We wish her well in her move and venture
into motherhood.

We will all miss Aleasha from the Finley
Pharmacy
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Where are they now?

Chess

The high school’s chess team
recently travelled to Urana to play
St Mary MacKillop College from
Wagga Wagga. The games were
very closely fought, with some
nail biting finishes. The very cool
heads of our players lead to a 3 - 1
victory to Finley. Well done boys.
A big thanks goes to Urana Public
School for their hospitality.
We wish the Chess team all the
best in round 6 next week when
they take on Temora High School.



Finley Show
Pavillion Exhibits

Respectful, Responsible Learners



Finley Show
Pavillion Exhibits

Respectful, Responsible Learners



Bendigo Art Excursion
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On Wed 10  Sept some girls in Year 10 undertook a Careers and Confidence in
Beauty Workshop. The program was organised and funded through RIEP and
was run by Sally from Skin Essence in Barham. Sally shared her journey and
pathway into the beauty therapy industry before students worked in pairs to
perform mini manicures. They then did some further skincare basics and
guided mini facials before applying some basic everyday makeup techniques.
Sally shared her experiences from the business side of beauty and spoke about
client care, professionalism, working in salons and setting up your own beauty
practice. Sally left the girls with some goodies from the workshop and some
information that outlined the next steps & pathways around Traineeships,
certificates/diplomas, work experience, and career opportunities. FHS would
like to thank Sally for her excellent presentation and Katie Friedlieb for her
support of the activity.
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Beauty Workshop
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