From our Principal

Dear Parents, Carers, Families and Community
Members,

Thanks to all who came to our welcome BBQ on
Friday last week! It was also so good to see so
many families engaging with teachers for PLP
meetings too. Communication is at the core of
everything that we do here at school, and having a
common goal between home and school is so
important. Looking forward to next week’s
meetings too. If you haven’t arranged a time to
meet your child’s teacher, please do so.

CAR PARK

| need to remind everyone to drive considerately
and slowly in our car park and tell your carers
about car park safety too. We have had a couple of
incidences of dysregulated children in the space,
and | was so impressed with the care and safety by
our parents around these events. But it did remind
me that if the car park is empty, sometimes people
do not keep to the speed limit. You never know if a
young person is having a moment in this
unsuitable space, so please, drive slowly. Also
reverse park into spots (unless you are assisting a
student who uses a wheelchair).

We have consulted with people outside of the
school about our traffic problems and hope to
have some solutions in the future. Meanwhile,
continue to be mindful of others and follow the
directions of school staff to keep everyone safe.

SICKNESS

Every day at school matters. School is a place for
learning. But, if your child is sick or has not slept
all night, they are not ready to learn! We’ve had a
number of viruses across the school this term, so |
urge you to be cautious about sending sick
children to school. Our teachers are also catching
these viruses and have to stay home to recover.
Big thank you to everyone being careful — and it’s
not even winter yet!

PH: 4733 0388
Independence ThHhrough Learmnimg

Friday 13th March 2026

EASTER RAFFLE AND HAT PARADE

| seem to be saying lots of thank yous! Our annual
Easter raffle is underway - great donations and
lots of tickets are being purchased. We’re looking
forward to our hat parades on Thursday 2™ April
which is the last day of term - a note will be sent
out on School Bytes next week.

GET TO KNOW OUR STAFF

This week we get to know our Yellow Block Staff &
the Office Staff!

Warm wishes,

Megan Taya
Yellow 1 Yellow 2

Shannon
Yellow 1

Bella Jen Jamie Juliec E
Yellow 3 Yellow 3 Yellow 4 Yellow 4
Office Staff

(Left to Right)

April, Elisha &
Chris

Kisane and Lisa R




Welcome to Yellow Block News

Hello
It has been a great start to the year for Yellow 4.

Having three students that are new to Fernhill has
meant we have showed what our school has to offer
with trips to the sensory garden and the bike track.

We have been enjoying practicing counting, learning the
alphabet and listening to stories.

We have been focussing on learning to share our toys
and play within our own personal space.

We are looking forward to the rest of the year!

Jamie, Adela, Julie E & Cath

Block Leaders Term 1 2026

Angelina Cody Tyler Amelia Connor
Yellow Block Blue Block Orange Block Green Block Purple Block
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Congratulations to our Term 1 Block Leaders, S g
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we are sure you will do us proud ! Gy to &



- HOMEBASE ORANGE

Welcome to Orange Block News

Where has Term 1 gone? It has been flying by so quickly! The boys in Orange 12 —
Joey, Aadit, Zaiden, Dante, Luke and Zach - have started the year off really well and
have settled nicely into the classroom routines.

This term students have been enjoying a range of English activities, working on
reading, writing and communication skills in fun and engaging ways. They have also
been very enthusiastic about our physical activity program, which includes regular
walking breaks to keep everyone active and energised.

Another highlight of the term has been attending school assemblies. The boys have
done a great job participating respectfully and showing positive behaviour during
these whole-school events.

We have also been working on the important life skill of keeping track of personal
items and learning to pack and unpack their own school bags. This helps the students
build independence and responsibility as they manage their belongings throughout
the school day.

We are very proud of how well everyone has started the year and look forward to
another great term ahead!

— Joey, Aadit, Zaiden, Dante, Luke, Zach, Rianna and Howard




Attendance
Matters

Every student. Every clay.

At Fernhill, student wellbeing and learning are always our top priorities. When your child

is absent, it is very important that we are provided with a reason for the absence as soon
as possible.

In all NSW Department of Education schools, attendance is carefully monitored as part of
our duty of care and legal responsibility. All schools are required to keep accurate records
of why students are away. At Fernhill this helps us to ensure every student is safe,
accounted for and supported in their learning and life.

It is a legal requirement, and schools must record whether an absence is explained or
unexplained. Unexplained absences are recorded differently and may require additional
follow up. Life can get busy so we certainly understand that a reminder may be needed. At
Fernhill we will give you a phone call or send a ‘pink’ note via the communication book or
lunch box.

Thank you for working with us in regard to school attendance.

Year 6 & Year 12 Formals

We have already booked a venue for both formals this year!

Further details will be sent home in Term 3.

For now, if you would like to mark it on your calendars and save the
date, the formals will be as follows:

Year 6 will be on Friday 6th November 2026

Year 12 will be on Friday 20th November 2026



From our Office

Dear Families,

Term 2 with details on how to purchase a gift.

FREE! - 2nd HAND UNIFORMS SCHOOL COSTS

We have an abundance of 2nd hand uniforms Statements will be sent home next week with
available in the office. Come in or call us and we students. Payments can be made via the School
can have a look to see if we have you child’s size. Bytes Parent Portal or through the office using
MOTHER’S DAY cash or Eftpos.

Mother’s Day will be a little different this year as Stay Safe;
the Mum that used to wrap our gifts has moved '

away. They will still be prepared with as much

Kisane, Elisha, Chris , April & Lisa R

love and care. A note will be sent home early in

Hi everyone,

It was so lovely to meet some of you at the BBQ last week! In this newsletter |
want to write about our school's philosophy on communication. We believe
that every person has something to say and every person is capable of learning
to communicate. Our role is to work with you and your child's therapists to find
a way to support them to communicate in whatever way they can. For some
children it may be using spoken words and for others it may be through other
ways (e.g. pictures, signs, devices, typing/writing).

There are many different ways to communicate and all modes are valid as long
as the message is clearly conveyed and successfully received by another
person. At Fernhill School we want to prioritise communication success using
any modality as this will help your child to connect with others and engage
more with their learning.

Betty Campbell
Speech Pathologist

Hi everyone,

Progress is rarely a straight upward arrow, its
more like a winding mountain path. It can be
messy, exciting and occasionally frustrating —

PROGRESS LSN'T LINEAR.
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and that’s ok. ot !

As part of your school-based therapy support X

team, | am here to help navigate this terrain. |y o s i mws, s o bows,

With strong collaboration we can embrace BACKTRACKS AND SIDELOOFS. | PROMISE, YOU'RE DOING GREAT.

the detours together and keep climbing :

toward your child’s learning goals /\)&\///\V\ /(X %7%
. ; 4 ;
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Kyla Thurtell

Occupational Therapist



Dear Fernhill families,
There are some great events coming up at Fernhill that we’d like to invite you to:

Hot-Desk Event

7 e Services
Australia
Australian Government

Did you know that your child can make an application for a Disability Support
Pension in the month before their 16'" birthday?

If you’ve got questions about Services Australia payments and/or the NDIS, then
come along on Wednesday March 25 to the Fernhill School Hall to meet
representatives from both agencies. Call the Fernhill School office to book your
times with both agencies to have your questions answered. There will also be a
short general presentation from Services Australia at 9am.

Kylie Brown has done an amazing job putting this together to support our high
school students and we’d love to see you there!

(senior student parents — we currently have 24 people attending the Bus Tour
of local post-school program providers in May. There are still vacancies
available, please check the Parent Portal and reply to the form if you would
like to join us).

Coffee and Chat

Come and meet Sally and Jodie, your Fernhill School Counsellors, for a cuppa on
Wednesday 20*" May at 9.30am (Term 2 week 5). These events are a chance for
informal parent networking and information sharing and to discuss general
supports with Sally and Jodie. Information and RSVP details will be sent home via
School Bytes at the beginning of Term 2.

Everyone is welcome: If you’re new to Fernhill, come along and meet your
community! If you remember what it was like to start school here, please come
and share your experience! If you’d like a chance to catch up with old friends, we
want to see you too!

Kind regards,
Jodie and Sally
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FERNHILL COMMUNITY NOTICES

L wilight Run®
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$15 entry per person

Unlimited Rides 15 Grahame St,

Food and Ice Cream Vans onsite Blaxland

Limited Tickets - prebooked Bookings required
SCAN NOW TO BOOK sk Enclosed shoes
TICKETS BEFORE L R S8 E must be worn

THEY SELL OUT Eftpos only




FERNHILL COMMUNITY NOTICES

REGISTERTO ATTEND

WESTERN SYDNEY
EMPLOYMENT LIFE SKILLS &
LEISURE EXPO

Thursday 14" May 2026

Blacktown Leisure
Centre Stanhope

10am - 3pm

A FREE expo showcasing
post school options
for
school leavers
with disability




FERNHILL COMMUNITY NOTICES

/ With holidays fast approaching, don’t forget to use your $50
@ Active and Creative Kids Vouchers. To check your eligibility

. and apply for your voucher visit the Service NSW website.
ACtlve and https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-for-an-

Creative Kids active-and-creative-kids-voucher

PENRITH
DISABILITY

EXPO

PENRITH RSL
10AM - IPM

T OUR SPONSORS

The 2026 Penrith Disability Expo is being held Friday 27" March 2026. This free community event
is designed to connect people living with disabilities, their families, guardians, support workers
and disability providers.

The expo will feature local disability providers ready to answer your questions, share insights, and
provide services to support you with everyday life. This event also offers a fantastic opportunity
for providers to network with fellow professionals in the local community.

There will be a wide range of services and products on display, from allied health and therapy
providers, housing solutions, support services and more all aimed at helping you succeed on
your journey.

Also, the first 200 people on the day will also receive a free barista made coffee thanks to
Sanctuary Care Services!

To get your FREE tickets visit https://events.humanitix.com/penrith-community-disability-expo-
9vakpehb
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FERNHILL COMMUNITY NOTICES
Parenting Programs

Gateway\ remts same

Courses provided FREE to residents of Penrith & Blue Mtns LGAs.
Click here to register online at gatewayfamilyservices.org.au

Program

Circle of Security

Seven week program that
helps parents form secure
relationships and stronger
bonds with their children
(0-12 yrs).

Date/Time

Every Wednesday

13th May - 24" June
10:00am - 11:30am

CALM Uniting Church
72 Old Bathurst Rd
BLAXLAND

Tuning in to Teens

Six week program that
teaches parents to help
children (10-18 yrs)
understand and regulate
their emotions.

Every Tuesday

19th May - 23" June
7:00pm - 8:30pm

Online via
ZOOM

Fear-Less Triple P

Six week program to help
your child manage anxiety
and become more
emotionally resilient.

Every Tuesday

26th May - 30" June
7:00pm - 8:30pm

Bunya Childcare Centre
54 White Cross Rd
WINMALEE

Bush Playgroup

Four week interactive
outdoor workshop for
parents & carers and their
children aged (3-5 yrs).
One child per adult.

Every Friday

29th May - 19" June
9:30am - 11:30am

Lapstone Public School
1/3 Achievement Ave
LAPSTONE

Blaxland playgroup

Join us at our supported
playgroup in Blaxland.

NO NEED TO REGISTER, just
come along! (0-5 yrs)

Thursdays during
school term

Starts 9:30am

Blaxland Public
School
Baden Place,
BLAXLAND

We acknowledge and respect the Traditional
knowledge holders and custodians of the land on O
which we work, the Darug and Gundungurra people.
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FERNHILL COMMUNITY NOTICES
share /Y ability
@ EASTER

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
PROGRAM

TUE 7 April *I THU 9 April

i

" 10AM - 12 PM 10 AM - 12 PM

" FASHION CREATIONS SUPER SLIME
& EGG HUNT ez FACTORY

Design and decorate your Mix, stretch and squish your way

. own bucket hat and tote bag through our slime workshop.
before heading out on a Experiment with textures and colours

fun-filled Easter egg hunt! in this satisfying sensory experience.

&1_

TUE 14 April ‘229 TUE 16 April
10 AM -12 PM S’ 10 AM -12 PM
DESIGN YOUR OWN NERF BATI'LE
SENSORY SQUISHY CHALLENGE

Get ready for action-packed fun in our
exciting Nerf battle challenge. Team
up, strategise and enjoy friendly
competition in a safe environment.

A
& Create a personalised squishy '
~= ball using bright coloursand =
af designs - perfect for calming /ﬁ,
fidgetfun.
:‘ R -y

Pay in 4 interest free payments!

SCAN TOBOOK/-\ Wm afterpayc”

Sessions are only $35 each
and have a duration of 2

> & 1300195578
Gy 57 Regentville Rd, Jamisontown @

' www.sharemyability.org.au @

hours which includes the
activity, access to the play
centre plus morning tea!




FERNHILL COMMUNITY NOTICES

FERNHILL

FERNHILL School - Term 1 2026

1 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
16" Mar 17" Mar 18" Mar 19'" Mar 20" Mar
8 PLP MEETINGS SCHOOL PHOTO
MAKE UP DAY
23" Mar 24" Mar 25" Mar 26" Mar 27" Mar
NDIS HELP DESK &
9 SERVICES AUSTRALIA
HELP DESK FROM
9.30AM
30" Mar 31% Mar 1% Apr 2" Apr 3" Apr
EASTER HAT PARADES | GOOD FRIDAY
10
& RAFFLE PUBLIC HOLIDAY
LAST DAY TERM 1
Hols Hols Hols Hols Hols
ol CONTACT US
Independence Through Leaming
Principal: Julie Raciborska
e 02 4733 0388 5Bl Fernhill School
facebook
@ 12-40 Ridgetop Drive, M www.fernhill-s.schools.nsw.edu.au
Glenmore Park NSW 2745 A

NTNL» .
‘EJ fernhill-s.school@det.nsw.edu.au YD Fernhill SSP
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