From our Principal

Dear Parents, Carers, Families and Community
Members,

Welcome to 2026! We’ve started the year with
19 new families joining the school community —
that’s the most we have welcomed since we
opened back in 2017, so it has been very busy
settling new students and classes!

Big welcome to Charlotte, Tori, Reuben, Zain,
Edison, Elijah, Henry, Jasiah, Declan and Diing
in Yellow Block, Abir, Harvey, Ethan, Peyton and
Isaac in Blue Block, Zaiden in Orange Block,
Connor and Ava in Purple Block and Lilah in
Green Block and their families.

We always have a few changes for a small
number of students in Term 1 as we make sure
that students and staff settle well. Thank you to
the parents | have contacted about the changes
and your support was greatly appreciated.

Welcome to Fernhill School BBQ

We are holding a welcome to Fernhill School
BBQ on Friday 6™ March at the school from
5pm - 7 pm. Please come along and meet other
families — a note will be out via School Bytes
next week so we can organise catering.

Personalised Learning Plans and Transition
Meetings

At  Fernhill School, our PLP meetings
concentrate on developing communication
skills for the students. PLP meetings are
scheduled for Tuesday in Weeks 7 and 8 (March
10" and 17") save those dates and book in to
chat with your child’s teacher. Appointments
will be available via School Bytes in the coming
weeks.

Our students in Years 10, 11 and 12 are also
invited to have a meeting with our transition
teacher, to start planning for life beyond school.
There’s lots to do in the final years of schooling,
including applying for disability support
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pensions, bank accounts and of course
ensuring that your child’s NDIS plan supports
access to their post school program for
transition visits in Year 12.

Get to know our staff

The last couple of years | received positive
feedback from having photos of staff in the
newsletter, so we are starting again this year
with the exec team, which of course includes
Quinnella!

Warm Wishes,

Julie Alison Rebecca L Krista
Principal Dp APC&I AP
AP Yellow

Rachael Naomi

AP Orange AP Green

Deb Kylie
AP Blue AP Purple

Top Dog
Quinnella!



From our Office

A very big welcome back to our families for 2026!

Welcome to our new families too and if you haven’t
already done so, please come into our office and have a
chat to our friendly office ladies.

SCHOOL BYTES

For our new families, we can see that most of you have
already registered for the Parent Portal, we will send
home instructions on how to register to our families that
have not joined yet as School Bytes is our main form of
communication for notes, absences, excursions,
school reports and payments etc. Please make sure to
have notifications turned on so you don’t miss out on
any important information.

Our school publishes a newsletter in Weeks 3, 6 & 9
each term which is sent out to families via School
Bytes. We will send home a hard copy of this edition to
our new families while they are still new to the app.

CARPARK COURTESY

Please support us by keeping EVERY person on our
school premises safe by driving at 10km/h and

reversing into your parking spot. If the carpark is full at
drop off or pick up times, please feel free to parkin front
of the cars to the left at the top of the carpark for the
short time you are here, there are staff in HIVIS out there
to support you. Please save the two yellow disabled
spots for families of students with wheelchairs, the blue
disabled spots are for all to use. Also, could we please
ask that you do not leave your car running while you
walk your child into school.

OFFICE HOURS

Our ladies are here to help you from 8.30am-3.00pm,
however, cash or Eftpos payments can only be made
from 9.30am-2:00pm- Preferred payment methods is
VIA School Bytes, which you can pay at any time of the
day/night.

Stay Safe;
Kisane, Elisha, Chris, Lisa & April
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Dan Sasen

School Captain School Captain

School Leadership Team 2026

We are proud to announce our school leadership team for 2026.
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Shae Talen

School Vice Captain School Vice Captain

Thanmayi Ayeesha Ewan
Junior Junior Junior
School Captain School Captain School Vice Captain



HOMEBASE BLUE

Welcome to Blue Block News

Hello from Blue 8,

We have had a wonderful start to the year here in Blue 8 as we
settle into our new class and get to know our new peers.
Everyone has been working hard to learn class routines and
expectations, and it has been great to see students becoming
more confident each day.

Blue Block has also been busy attending the school Swim
Scheme. Our students have shown fantastic effort in the pool,
practising water safety skills and building their confidence in
the water. We are very proud of how well everyone has
participated and supported one another.

It has been a positive and exciting beginning to the year, and we
are looking forward to all the learning and fun still to come.

Bye for now, Josh, Alicia & Helen




HOMEBASE GREEN

Welcome to Green Block News

Welcome to 2026!

The students of Green 16 are off to a strong start, learning the routines of Green Block and
dazzling their teachers with all the things they know. | can tell that 2026 is going to be a fun
year with lots of learning.

Now for a little about our class. Oliver has the best deep laugh when listening to stories he
really enjoys. Cooper loves singing about numbers and the alphabet and has a gorgeous
singing voice. Sammy is always up for a laugh and is teaching us all about the features of his
communication device. Jerome also loves to laugh along with Sammy and has celebrated
seeing all of his favourite people after the holidays. Sapphire is an amazing piano player
who loves to play during breaks in her schoolwork. Andy is an amazing artist with an
awesome sense of humour. Cameron is a master builder, using blocks to create scenes
and is quickly becoming my superhero helper!

In the classroom, our major focus is communication along side our learning. We are doing
lots of writing, working with words and shared reading in English. In maths, we are working
on understanding the language of mathematical concepts. We are also learning about
science, history, art, PDHPE this semester and are hoping to start swimming really soon.

Here’s to a great year in Green 16!

Naomi & Amanda




Attendance
Matters

Every student. Every day.

Coming to school everyday helps students feel happy, safe and ready to learn. Each day gives
students the chance to build skills, build relationships, follow routines and grow in confidence.
When students miss school, they miss important learning and connection — and this can
quickly add up.

At Fernhill School, regular attendance is especially important. Learning programs are carefully
planned for each student and students benefit from consistent routines, familiar
staff, communication and hands on learning experiences. Being at school regularly helps
students settle into their day, practise skills and make steady progress toward their individual
goals.

Of course, we understand that families sometimes have personal issues and students are
unable to attend school. We also advocate for students who are not well to be kept at home to
enable them to recuperate and to assist in the wellbeing of all students and staff.
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We have lots of events coming up in the next few weeks so here is a list for you to add to your
calendar, further information will be sent out next week via School Bytes:

. Individual Transition Planning Meetings - Years 10, 11 and 12 families.
Please go to the Parent Portal to book in an interview time
*Year 10 - 18th and 25th February
*Years 11 & 12 - 19th and 23rd February, 2nd March

. Welcome Community BBQ Friday 6th March - whole school
o PLP Meetings Tuesday 10th March & Tuesday 17th March - whole school
. Photo Day Wednesday 11th March - whole school (make up day 18th March)



Hi all it’s Betty the school Speech Pathologist,

It’s been wonderful meeting our new students and also welcoming back our
current students!

| have spent the first couple of weeks focusing on making sure that students
who have their own communication systems have access to them. It
continues to be our mission to support every student to be able to
communicate to express their needs, wants and opinions in whatever way
they can. Having a means of communication will also help our students to
engage more actively with their learning. If your child has a device or picture
communication system please send them into school so we can use it with
your child.

Betty Campbell
Speech Pathologist

Hi everyone,

As we settle into the school term, it’'s been wonderful to reconnect with
familiar students, begin to get to know many new ones and see them all
adjusting to their new routines, classrooms and expectations.

Occupational therapy in the school setting focuses on helping students to
participate in their learning. This may include developing their motor skills,
addressing sensory processing needs or supporting attention and self-
regulation skills, to name a few. By working collaboratively with teachers and
families, we can embed strategies into everyday classroom activities to
promote success in meaningful and practical ways.

| look forward to continuing to work alongside our school community
throughout the year to support each child reach their individual goals.
Please feel free to reach out with any questions or updates as ongoing
communication is key to helping our students thrive.

Thanks,
Kyla

Welcome back everyone and hoping that your 2026 has started well.

First up, I’d like to welcome Jodie to the team! Jodie will be working at Fernhill
School on Mondays and Fridays and | will be working on Wednesdays.

Our role with the School Counselling Service at Fernhill School is largely around
undertaking appropriate assessment and documentation as necessary to
ensure all our students receive the funding and supports they need. However,
we also can provide students and families with psychological reports and
documentation to assist with NDIS and Centrelink reviews/applications,
especially as they near the end of their schooling. We can support families by
carrying out a range of assessments at school at no cost to families.

There's lots more that we do in school and to help families at Fernhill, so please
contact us if something is on your mind!

Kind regards
Sally & Jodie
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FERNHILL School - Term 1 2026

Term
1 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
16" Feb 17" Feb 18" Feb 19" Feb 20" Feb
4 SWIM SCHEME SWIM SCHEME SWIM SCHEME SWIM SCHEME SWIM SCHEME
23" Nov 24" Feb 25" Feb 26" Feb 27" Feb
5
2" Mar 3" Mar 4" Mar 5% Mar 6™ Mar
6 WELCOME COMMUNITY
BBQ 5-7pm
9" Mar 10" Mar 11 Mar 12" Mar 13" Mar
7
PLP MEETINGS SCHOOL PHOTOS
16" Mar 17" Mar 18" Mar 19" Mar 20" Mar
PLP MEETINGS SCHOOL PHOTO
8
MAKE UP DAY
23" Mar 24" Mar 25" Mar 26" Mar 27" Mar
9
30" Mar 31 Mar 1% Apr 2" Apr 3" Apr
10 PUBLIC HOLIDAY
GOOD FRIDAY
Hols Hols Hols Hols Hols

CONTACT US

Principal: Julie Raciborska

@ 02 4733 0388

f=d 12-40 Ridgetop Drive,
N Glenmore Park NSW 2745
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