From our Principal

Dear Parents, Carers, Families and Community
Members,

The end of Term 1, 2026 is here - that went fast!
Probably due to students only being at school for
nine weeks — Term 2 is an 11 week term to balance
it out! Well done everyone for a successful term
with lots of new families, new staff and working
together for the benefit of all.

CAR PARK SHENANIGANS

Writing about the car park has long been a theme
of my correspondence in the newsletter. We have
now contacted WHS and our Assets team who
have been very supportive. You may have noticed
different faces in the car park wearing hi vis
jackets, talking to drivers and parents about our
issues. Big thanks to Mikey from Blue Block who
assisted by being taken up and down the ramps
this week by some engineers to get the full
experience of the big speed hump in the middle of
the parking spaces! Watch this space as ideas are
being put forward to make the car park safer for
all.

In the meantime, please continue to drive at 10
kilometres, reverse park into a space (unless you
are assisting a student in a wheelchair) and carry
on being thoughtful about your shared use of the
space. All of these measures are in place to
ensure our students are safe each day - just this
week we had a student who very
uncharacteristically ran from a parent across the
road before the parent could catch him - school
staff assisted as they were there. You never know
when a young person may do something out of the
ordinary.

MY SAY MY WAY
In Term 2 we will be participating in the My Say My
Way (MSMW) program. MSMW provides

accessible student voice tools to collect data on
the educational experience and wellbeing at
school for students with a disability and/or
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complex learning needs. It provides a way for our
students to have their voice heard and acted upon.

Every student in the school will have the
opportunity to participate in this initiative. An opt
out consent form will be sent home in Week 1 next
term. Parents and carers will also be invited to
participate in the MSMW Parent Carer Insight
survey. Details and a link will be provided next
term when the site goes live.

Further details can be found on the MSMW
webpage https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/
education-data-and-research/my-say-my-way.

EASTER RAFFLE

Thank you all for donations for our Easter raffle
and for buying tickets. Like everyone else, | am
both so thankful for your generosity and shocked
at the price of chocolate! It’s a gentle fundraiser
for the school — we do try not to ask parents for
contributions but somehow the thought of a
bumper Easter bundle is too good to miss. Thanks
to our small band of parents who have made up
the baskets for us all to share - their continuing
assistance is greatly appreciated.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Do have a safe and happy holiday, doing whatever
gives you joy. Staff return on Monday 20" April,
and have two days of professional learning before
all the students return on Wednesday 22" April.

Don’t forget that there is a public holiday the
following Monday 27 April.

Warm Wishes,



https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/education-data-and-research/my-say-my-way
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/education-data-and-research/my-say-my-way

GET TO KNOW OUR STAFF - This week we get to know our Blue, Orange, Green & Purple Block staff!

Caroline Kate Michelle Alicia

Blue 5 Blue 6 Blue 6 Blue 6

Daniel Ronin Laura

Blue 18 Blue 18 Orange 10

Riley Natasha Eva Charlene Sophia Lisa W Rianna
Orange 10 Orange 10 Orange 11 Orange 11 Orange 11 Orange 11 Orange 12

Howard Olivia Fiona Linda Charisse Belynda Jodie C
Orange 12 Green 13 Green 13 Green 13 Green 14 Green 14 Green 14

Julie B Donna Jess V Jess M Kimberley Katie Lorette
Green 15 Green 15 Green 15 Green 16 Green 21 Green 21

Ben Jasmine Joanna Crystal Danielle Jo Kerry G
Purple 17 Purple 17 Purple 19 Purple 19 Purple 20 Purple 20 Purple 20



From our Office

Dear Families,

It has been a very busy term in the office! We
have enjoyed meeting our new families and
see our return ones as well.

UNIFORMS

Next term will start bringing the cooler
weather, sloppy joes, zip jackets and long
sleeved shirts are available through the office
for purchase for $37.50 each or ask if we have
your child’s size available in our pre loved
stock for free.

Payments for uniforms can be made on School
Bytes or you can use Eftpos or cash through
the office.

ICLOUD MIGRATION

From the start of Term 2 we will be working
from the cloud! The office are excited for this
transition to happen and are looking forward to
being able to work on the same document at
the same time! This is a big move forward for
the Department, it is slowly converting all
NSW schools . There are many more changes
behind the scene with other platforms our
Admin Team use- so our workspace is also a
hub of learning just like our students learning.
We hope you all have an amazing Easter and
enjoy the holiday break.

Stay Safe;
Kisane, Elisha, Chris, April & Lisa R

FERNHILL COMMUNITY NOTICES

FluMist - Flu Vaccine

FluMist is a needle-free, live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) administered as a nasal
spray for children and adolescents aged 2 to 17 years old.

It is available in Australia for the 2026 season as a convenient alternative to injections,

providing comparable effectiveness.

The cost is approximately $55.00 - $70.00 per dose. If the child has had a flu shot before then
they will only need one dose. If they have never had anything before then a second dose is

required one month after the first dose if given.

If you are interested in your child having the flu vaccine, it is available at Priceline Pharmacy
South Penrith for $55.00 per dose (Southlands Shopping Centre).

You will need to make an appointment by calling 02 4731 6833.

priceline

pharmacy
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FluMist.

Influenza Vaccine
Live, Intranasal



HOMEBASE BLUE

Welcome to Blue Block News

Hello Everyone,

What a wonderful and busy Term 1 we have had at Fernhill School. We
welcomed two new students to the school — Peyton and Isaac. They joined
Scarlett, Neel, Carter and Link to make class Blue 7.

Some students started the year with swim school and are now currently doing
weekly class swimming or they are visiting another class to participate in other
exciting activities. In music we are learning about the beat using drums, tapping
sticks or clapping our hands.

Quinnella also spends some of each day in our room - we all love her. Morning
session sees us completing our literacy activities and tasks and we are all
improving at attending to the Shared Reading book. Math tasks are usually done
in the middle of the day and the other KLAs (Key Learning Areas) are completed
in the afternoon. We all enjoy the outdoor learning area that comes complete
with a swing, bouncing exercise balls and a mini-tramp.

There is also a quieter area in the classroom to use as needed - | sometimes
find our SLSO Kelly there. We are all working on improving our self-help skills
and enjoy completing other jobs in the classroom and in the block.

Take care and enjoy your holidays,
Deb and Kelly (and Erin — our wonderful RFF teacher)




HOMEBASE GREEN

Welcome to Green Block News

Our class has had a fantastic start to the year. The students
started swimming this term and when Julie asked the class, Donna
said swimming is fun and Liam said yes.

Harmony Day was celebrated on Monday the 23“March and our
class joined with Green 14 to celebrate. We read the book
“Whoever You Are” by Mem Fox and then made a flower with
words about the day. The students selected which words to
include after the teacher suggested some and included happy,
like, country, together and colourful.

We have also enjoyed playing Boccia games and we even tried out
for the team for next terms Boccia tournament. When discussing
this Julie said Boccia is my favourite game to play with the class
and Bronte nodded yes and Ollie said “yeah”.

Our class has been excited about maths lessons this term and
have read some great picture books that involve mathematical
concepts. We listened to “A Place for Zero” by Angeline Sparagna
LoPresti and Julie commented the book was clever. Bronte then
nodded and Natan said “yeh”. We also did a lesson in the kitchen
and made a cake looking at measurement and counting.

In history we are learning about sequencing events and the
students went through the steps of making Playdough. Jess said
making it was fun and Ollie and Natan both said “yeh”.

Lastly Ollie wanted to talk about visiting the Liberty Swing in the
playground and Julie said I”f | went on the swing, | would feel
excited “and Ollie agreed.

By for now,

Julie B, Donna & Jess V




Hi all,

D e‘ﬂa\ Easter's around the corner! It's a special occasion that always provides us with lots of
zg\a\ﬂ* \"g\. things to talk about! Here are some ideas of words or phrases you might model to your
§\’Om 3(7’ children (verbally or on their communication devices)
Egg hunt

e Words: egg, look, find, gone, put, in, on, under, big, small, fun, yummy

Phrases: Let's hide it, | found one! Look over there! Where is it? Put it there.

Visiting the show

e Words: Animal words, food words, noisy, busy, hot, walk, stop, rest

Phrases: Look it's a , lwant to see , Let's go to the

Wishing everyone a happy and restful Easter holiday.

\ A o
Betty 55 !;L&;yyjiﬁiﬂﬂ-/,

SHOW

Hiall,

One of my favourite Easter essentials is a simple set of colourful plastic eggs.
Their true value lies in their versatility; they are easily adapted to suit diverse
learning goals and developmental levels. Whether used for sensory exploration
(scooping and hiding in rice), cognitive skills (patterning and matching), or
creative construction with playdough, these eggs offer endless possibilities for
engagement and fun! | hope these ideas spark some inspiration for your play over
the Easter break.

Take care and | hope you find some wonderful moments of connection amidst the
holiday busyness!

Kyla




Dear Fernhill families,

As we head towards to the end of this term, we’d like to thank all the parents and
carers who have contributed their kindness and knowledge to our school
gatherings. We’d also like to pay respects to all of our families, who are every day
putting their best efforts into supporting their children achieve their best.

We are very lucky to work within such a fabulous community. Our teachers and
SLSO’s also amaze me daily, with their tireless dedication to our students and
their genuine expertise in the classroom.

A holiday though, is perhaps a good time for all of us to pause and direct some of
that kindness and respect towards ourselves, because after all, you completely
deserve it!

School holidays are a great time to remember that rest, fun and time out are valid

ways to recharge and support your mental wellbeing.

We’re looking forward to seeing you all next term, M
~ //
L QL el /‘

Sally and Jodie
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Dear Families,

A massive thank you for your generous donations for the P&C Easter Raffle. We were able to make
up 17 prizes to give away and raised over $1100.00! The school office ladies have called and notified
all of the winners to organise collection. Congratulations to all of our winners!

Volunteers

We would love more volunteers and the P&C is a lovely way to meet other families. Just an hour here
or there would be a wonderful support, some of the tasks would include:

- Supporting Mother's Day & Father's Day Stalls by helping out on the day when the students come
into the hall to purchase their gifts

- Election Day BBQ's
- Supporting raffles by stamping and putting together booklets, wrapping the prizes etc

Please let the office ladies know if you are able to offer any support and they will pass your details
onto the P&C.

Happy Easter and have a relaxing holiday break.
Lee-Anne

P&C



FERNHILL School - Term 1 2026

1 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
30" Mar 31 Mar 1% Apr 2" Apr 3" Apr
10 EASTER HAT PARADES | GOOD FRIDAY
& RAFFLE PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Hols Hols Hols Hols Hols
FERNEIL
FERNHILL School - Term 2 2026
ONE MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
20" Apr 21% Apr 22™ Apr 23" Apr 24" Apr
1 SDD SDD STUDENTS RETURN
27" Apr 28" Apr 29" Apr 30" Apr 1 May
2 ANZAC DAY PUBLIC
HOLIDAY
4" May 5% May 6™ May 7" May 8" May
3 POST SCHOOL MOTHER’S DAY STALL
OPTIONS BUS TOUR
11" May 12" May 13" May 14" May 15" May
4
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