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At Epping Heights PS our focus is on students.
We are committed to equity and excellence so
every student can learn, grow and belong. Our
positive wellbeing culture supports explicit teaching
in Literacy and Numeracy and an enriching
balanced curriculum. We are committed to
nurturing, guiding, inspiring and challenging our
students. In partnership with our students, parents
and carers, we enact our school motto- success
for all.

IMPORTANT DATES

Please check our planner on the website
which is regularly updated.

Home - Epping Heights Public School
(nsw.gov.au)

You can also connect it with your google
calendar

Epping Heights Parent planner (google.com)

16 February - Parramatta Eels Talk years
3-6

16 February — Stage 2 Meet the Teacher
(3K, 3/4S and 4SF)

17 February — Stage 3 Meet the Teacher
(4/5L, 5BP, 6G and 6S)

18 February — Stage 1 Meet the Teacher
(K/MS, 1H, 1/2A, 2B and 2C)

19 February — KZ Meet the Teacher
19 February — Swimming Carnival
23 February - Interrelate Stage 3

2 March - Interrelate Stage 3

5 March - ID photos for new students and
Kindy

5 March — Zone Swimming Carnival

NEWSLETTER

Term 1 Week 3 2026

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to the start of an exciting new school year! | am delighted to extend a
warm welcome to all our returning students and families, as well as to our new
students, especially our Kindergarten students and families. Starting school is
a special milestone, and we are committed to making this year a positive and
memorable experience for everyone. We are so impressed by how well all of
our students are settling in and following our school rules.

Our dedicated teachers and staff have been busy getting to know your child,
assessing their abilities and designing engaging lessons to inspire curiosity,
creativity, and a love of leaming.

To our new families, we understand that beginning a new school can be both
exciting and a little overwhelming. Please know that we are here to support you
and we encourage you to become involved in our school community. Open
communication and partnership between home and school are vital for student
success. We hope everyone will join us for the Meet the teacher sessions next
week (see later in this newsletter and email sent).

It has been wonderful to have had the opportunity to connect with so many
parents already through my meeting with the P & C Executive, our composite
class parent information session and our 4 helper inductions. Our Scripture and
Ethics program also started today. We are fortunate to have such strong
community engagement and grateful for the support our parents and volunteers
give our students and the school.

| look forward to working together to create a welcoming, respectful, and
inclusive environment where every student feels valued and empowered to
achieve their best. Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education.
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As Principal | have enjoyed visiting each classroom, speaking with children at morning drop off and at the end of the
school day and seeing the wonderful work of our students and teachers. Here are some photos of our excellent school in
action. We look forward to a great year!

Don't forget to follow us on Facebook to get updates from our school. Enrolments are now open for Kinder 2027.
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SCHOOL NEWS
NAPLAN 2026

The National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years
3,5, 7 and 9. Itis a nationwide assessment and provides information to parents/carers, teachers and schools about the
development of literacy and numeracy skills in students.

This year the NAPLAN test window runs from Wednesday 11 March 2026 to Monday 23 March 2026. Parents of students
in Year 3 and Year 5 may like to note these days to ensure school attendance for the tests.

For more information visit the ACARA webpage NAP - NAPLAN

Applications for opportunity class and selective high school placement in 2027

Selective high school and opportunity class applications are open from 6 November 2025 to 20 February 2026

Selective high school Year 7 entry in 2027: Apply when your child is at the end of Year 5 or the
beginning of Year 6.

Opportunity class Year 5 entry in 2027: Apply when your child is at the end of Year 3 or the
beginning of Year 4.

Selective high schools and opportunity classes are some of the ways the NSW Department of Education supports high
potential and gifted students.

What are their benefits?

Students learn alongside, and form friendships with, other high potential and gifted classmates. Special teaching methods
allow students to learn at a quicker pace and in more detail.

Research shows that students benefit both academically and socially when leaming with classmates who have similar
abilities.

Selective high schools and opportunity classes are not zoned so you can apply to ones outside your local enrolment area.
Within each co-educational opportunity class and selective high school there will be an equal number of places available
for girls and boys.

Do you speak another language? Translated resources are available in 13 languages on our
website: edu.nsw.link/shsoc_languages

s a selective high school or opportunity class the right fit for my child?
A selective high school or opportunity class might be a great fit if your child:
- learns quickly
- asks complex questions
- is highly motivated
- hasagood memory
- isintensely focused in their area of interest
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Where are selective high schools (Year 7-12) located?
There are 4 types of selective high schools:

- fully selective high schools, where all students attending the school have high potential or are gifted

- partially selective high schools, where there is a mix of students who have high potential or are gifted and local

area students

- 4 agricultural selective high schools, including 3 boarding schools

- Aurora College, which provides online selective classes for rural and remote students in their local host schools.
Search for a selective high school near you at Find a selective high school.

Where are opportunity classes (Year 5-6) located?
There are 2 types of opportunity classes:
- full-time opportunity classes in selected primary schools
- Aurora College, which provides online opportunity classes for rural and remote students in their local authorised
host schools.

Search for an opportunity class near you at Find an opportunity class.

Students successfully placed attend the opportunity class full-time in Years 5 and 6. In most cases, students who have
accepted a place in an opportunity class will leave their current school to attend the school with the opportunity class.

Discuss the opportunity with your child and look through the information together on the Selective high schools and
opportunity classes website and in the student resource hub:

o Applying for a selective high school: Student resource hub

e Applying for an opportunity class: Student resource hub

Fair and equitable access
The Equity Placement Model helps make access fairer for more high potential students in our community. We know that
some students may be missing out because they experience educational disadvantage.
Under the model, up to 20% of places in each selective high school and opportunity class are held for:
- students from low socio-educational advantage backgrounds
- Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students
- students from rural and remote locations
- students with disability.

These students still receive offers based on their performance in the placement test.
Learn more at Fair access.

The application process

Complete the online application.

Applications close on 20 February 2026.

Once your application has been submitted and processed, your child will need to sit a computer-based placement test.
Learn more at Application process.

Ready to apply?
Apply online at shsoc.education.nsw.gov.au

Further information
Visit Selective high schools and opportunity classes.
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Parents/Carers,

We are excited to announce enrolments are finalised and our classes are now permanent. Our students are well settled, and safe,
and inclusive classroom environments are being established. These are the enabling conditions for explicit teaching. Teachers are
looking forward to meeting you and sharing classroom programs and routines.

‘Meet the Teacher’ is a great chance for parents and teachers to connect. It is an important part of developing a positive and
welcoming relationship with our community and an opportunity to share important school, grade and class messages.

We are excited to be able to invite parents into classrooms for these meetings.
When - all sessions will be from 3:15p.m- 4:00p.m

Monday 16t February- 3K, 3/4S, 4SF

Tuesday 17t February- 4/5L, 5BP, 6G, 6S

Wednesday 18t February- K/1S, 1H, 1/2A, 2B, 2C

Thursday 19t February- KZ.

In the session you will meet your child’s teacher. Information will be shared about school procedures, rules, routines, events,
homework, excursions or camps, NAPLAN (Yr 3 & 5 only), High school including Selective (Year 6), OC process (Year 4 only)
teaching and learning programs, English support programs, library and other relevant information.

These sessions are to exchange general information. Individual student progress conferences will be held later this term.

These sessions are for parents and allow an opportunity for parents to ask general questions. We ask that children do not attend
these sessions. Please organise alternative care for your child/children. If you are unable to provide care, there will be minimal
supervision only for EHPS students (not toddlers or babies) in the library.

We hope to see you at this special event.

Epping Heights Swimming Carnival
Thursday 19 February 2026 9:00am - 2:30pm
Students to be at school at 8:30am

Buses departing at 8:45am



Attendance

We know the start of a new year can be a worrying time for some children. It can be tricky to make new friends and
learn new routines. Attendance matters and ensures your child has the best chance to reach their potential. If you need
help getting your child to attend school on time, please reach out as we are here to help.

School attendance - information for parents

| NSW Department of Education

Why attendance matters
When your child misses school they miss important opportunities to... :.

Learn m
education.nsw.gov.au um S “

School behaviour support and management plan

We have a school behaviour support and management plan (SBSMP). The SBSMP helps us create a safe, respectful
and supportive learning environment for all students. It sets clear expectations for student behaviour. This includes how
we respond to bullying and cyberbullying. We work together with our school community to shape the plan and review it
each year.

https://eppinghts-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/policies-and-reports

s Be estful
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4 Be Responsible
- Be Safe



https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/going-to-school/school-attendance-information-for-parents

ENROL NOW

We have enrolment availability! We are now enrolling for Kindergarten 2027. Contact us for a school tour. Find out more about
how to enrol at our school. Enrol

What makes us a

great choice for your
child?

Learn about our values, what we offer, and
why families trust us to support their child’s
learning and growth. See our top programs,
student support and what families say about
our school.

Why choose us?

Visit us before you enrol

Starting a new school is a big step. We are here to help make the transition a smooth and positive
experience for every student and their family.

We may offer a school tour, open day, information session or orientation program. These events help you
and your child feel prepared for starting school.

Meet our friendly staff, explore our school facilities, and see what makes our school a great place to
learn.


https://eppinghts-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/enrol

Cyber Safety

Students have been learning about the school's expectations and students' responsibilities when working with technology.
6G made cyber safety posters with tips for children to be safe online.

CYBERSAFETY

Hints on information How you can protect your

By Michael & Reuben

tokers

A “Kid” talking in an adult way
asking for private information
including
adress
school
age
phone number
Asking to meet up

What to do if you
feel unsafe
online?

1.  Take a sereenshot
2, Lock the device
3. Tell atrusted adult
including, Teachers,
parents, grandparents
and siblings over 18
4. Report

privacy online

using strong, unique
passwords with a password
manager
enabling multi-factor
authentication(MFA)
limiting personal
information shared on
social media

How to report

harmful content

6;/\ eSafety.gov.au

) Kidshelpline

By: Beatrice Park and Emily Kha

pLE Ny

= immediately blocking the
user
taking screenshots for
evidence
using the platform’s
reporting tools

— @YCyber@
©WSafety Tipst

ce!

| nessages are not for yo,u, e
hat is a ‘bad message’ an L
g e not. This is the first step ©
ar .

| a trusted adult if
0 YOU.o

If parents are seeking information, please access the eSafety Parents page at eSafety.gov.au/parents. An online safety
webinar is available at eSafety.gov.au/parents/webinars. You may be interested in signing up to the eSafety newsletter to
stay up to date with the latest online safety information at eSafety.gov.au/about-us/subscribe.

Where to go for help:

-
kel lam Limervenent

() kidshelpline

o Hedason

Anytime

iy, ‘ ) esafety

Commissioner
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Welcome Baci<

Welcome back to school everyone, and a very special welcome to all our new parents and carers joining us in 2026!
Since this is the first newsletter of the year, I'll keep things nice and simple.

The P&C are really excited for the year ahead. Planning is already underway for the many events we’ll run this year, the
canteen is up and running, and we’re accepting performance submissions for the Harmony Day Concert on 19 March.

Our role as the P&C is to bring together parents, staff and the wider school community to help give our children the best
possible school experience.

But none of that happens without you!

We're building a caring, supportive, and engaged school community, and we'd love you to be part of it. We appreciate
how busy everyone is with work, children, and life, so as the P&C we’re focused on communicating the important things
clearly and giving you the opportunity to volunteer easily so that we can all be a part of our children’s school life. Check
out the ‘what you need to know right now’ section below.

We're really looking forward to getting to know you all this year and please feel free to reach out at anytime either in the
playground or at ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com

Thanks in advance for being part of what makes our school community so special.

The P&C Executive (Andrew, Naila, Francesca, Arindam, and Ray)

What you need to know right now!

e Volunteering for 2026 — You can express interest now in the events or activities you'd like to help with this
year. There are lots of options and many roles only require a few hours of your time. Please register your
interest here (it takes 1 minute) https://forms.gle/62ZYENBf7 FhGFeKR6

o Meet the Teacher sessions (next week) — It's a great opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and get all the
key information you need for the year ahead.

e Class Parent Network and Parent Community Network launching next week —
There will be a dedicated WhatsApp channel for your class and a school wide channel to ensure you receive all


mailto:ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/62ZYENBf7FhGFeKR6

communication. Links will be shared in Meet the Teacher sessions and via SchoolBytes.

e Class Parent Volunteers - Each class needs a Class Parent to:
o Help coordinate and share communication in the WhatsApp group
o Organise a simple class meet-up early in the year
o Arrange a teacher gift at the end of the year
I's very manageable, less than 30 minutes a week, and a great way to support your class.

e Harmony Day (19 March) — Performance registrations are now open!
Please encourage your children to participate and help them sign up - more details below.

If you're part of, or know of, a local cultural group who may like to perform, we’d love to hear from you. We'd
also love some parent performances, so please get together with friends and join in!

Harmony Day Coordinator needed - We need a Coordinator or a small team working together to coordinate the Harmony
Day Concert, with support from the school and P&C (you will not be doing this alone!). The time commitment will be 1-2
hours a week in the lead up to the event. The responsibilities are in the attachment below and just require good
organisation and communication.

Harmony Day Concert Coordinator

Purpose of the role
To work with the school to coordinate student performances and help
ensure the Harmony Day concert runs smoothly and safely.

Key responsibilities

* Create and promote an expression of interest for performers to sign up
to perform (P&C will assist)

* Review the sign ups to ensure they are suitable for Harmony Day

> This includes reviewing a video/images and a written introduction
from each performer

* Finalise the list of performers and create a performance run
sheet/program, in consultation with the school

* Notify performers and collate any required audio/visual files from them

* Collate the introductions for each performance to assist the school
with drafting the script for the event

* Prepare simple slides for each performance and a program/poster

* Attend the rehearsal (typically the day prior)

* Help coordinate backstage supervision on the day with parent
volunteers and/or a teacher

Support & time commitment
* Guidance and support from the school and P&C Executive
* Tasks can be shared among volunteers
* Light planning in the weeks leading up to the event (1-2 hours a week)
* Attendance required at rehearsal and on Harmony Day itself

No prior experience is required — organisation and communication skills
are most important!

) /7 { | How to express interest
§\' Please contact the P&C by 10 February at ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com
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Would you like to perform at our Harmony Day concert

Students and parents are invited to express interest in performing at our Harmony Day concert on Thursday 19 March.
You can perform solo or as part of a group, and we would love parents to perform too!

All performances should celebrate our cultural diversity and reflect the theme “Everyone Belongs.”

Please submit your interest at https://forms.qgle/73AVMKE5AGgIKkSM9

You will need to include:

) A short video showcasing your performance

) A written introduction of your performance and how it reflects the theme “Everyone Belongs” (max 3
sentences)

° Any slides, images, videos or audio files needed for the performance

Submissions close: 1 March
Please send any questions to: ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com

We can'’t wait to celebrate the amazing diversity of our school community

Do you want to
perform at
Harmony Day?

@ 0

. -
v
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We need solo and group performances that
celebrate our cultural diversity and how
everyone belongs!

Sign up by 1 March!



https://forms.gle/73AVMkE5AGg9KkSM9
mailto:ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com

A huge thank you to our wonderful P & C for supporting staff wellbeing on the last School Development Day. Staff were
thrilled to enjoy a hot coffee or tea which helped enhance our focus on professional leaming. Thank you to Mr Fairhurst
for organising this for staff. We felt highly valued, supported and appreciated!

Save the dates!! The P & C meets on the second Tuesday of every month via zoom. It is a great chance to meet with
other parents and the School Executive to hear the latest information about what is happening, give your ideas and
share feedback.

- 10 March

- 12 May

- 9June

- 11 August

- 8 September
- 13 October

- 10 November
- 8 December



