KINDERGARTEN NEWSLETTER
Epping Heights Public School | Term 3 2026

Early Stage 1 Classes

K/1S — Ms Smith

KZ - Mrs Zucconi (Assistant
Principal) & Ms Burke
(Friday)

Important Dates

Please visit our parent planner
on our website for important
dates

https://eppinghts-

p.schools.nsw.gov.au/

Days to Remember

Monday Home Reading (bring
home reading books and Read
with Me booklet in Home

Reading bag)

Tuesday & Thursday Sport

(wear sport uniforms)

Thursday Home Reading
(bring home reading books
and Read with Me booklet in
Home Reading bag)

Thursday Library (bring
Library book in library bag)

Please also check for your
child’s news day so they are

prepared.

Welcome back and welcome to any new students and families.

The start of Term 3 brings fresh energy and great excitement as our
Kindergarten students dive back into their learning journey. It is inspiring to
see how quickly they have once again adapted to classroom routines,
demonstrating increasing independence and confidence. To help nurture
these important skills at home, we kindly ask that you encourage your child to

carry their own school bag and say goodbye at the school gates each morning.

This term, our focus will be on reinforcing previous learning while exploring
new concepts across all key learning areas. We have a dynamic and engaging

term ahead, packed with many memorable moments!

One of the highlights will be our 100 Days of Kindergarten celebration on
Monday, 27th July. Since Day 1, we have been tracking the days on our
hundreds chart, and as Term 2 ended, the final countdown began! To
celebrate this milestone, students are invited to dress up (information shared

via School Bytes) and participate in fun, number 100 themed activities.

We are also eagerly preparing for Education Week, which includes our Open

Day on Wednesday, 5th August. Please save this date.

Later this term, Kindergarten will embark on an excursion to support learning
in English and Science. Further details will be shared closer to the date. If you
wish to join as a helper, please ensure you have completed all elements of the

2026 helper induction.

We encourage you to stay updated by checking School Bytes for any
notifications, reading the fortnightly School Newsletter and checking our school
website calendar for important dates. We also encourage you to join our

School-wide WhatsApp community led by our school P&C.

Please remember that your child needs to bring headphones to school, as they
are essential for participating in various learning activities throughout the week.
Additionally, kindly ensure that all your child’s belongings - such as hats,
jumpers, paint shirts, and headphones, are clearly labelled to help us return

any misplaced items.

Parents often ask about ways to support their child at home. The Department
of Education offers a range of resources. For a range of helpful ideas please

visit https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers.

We are looking forward to another wonderful term filled with learning, growth

and celebration in Kindergarten!


https://eppinghts-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://eppinghts-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers

Key Learning Areas (KLAs)

There are six Key Learning Areas (KLAs). These are English, Mathematics, Human Society and Its Environment
(HSIE includes History and Geography), Science & Technology, Personal Development / Health & Physical
Education (PD/H/PE) and Creative Arts. Here is some information about Term 2 teaching and learning. Class

programs may differ to cater for the needs of students.

English
The English outcomes and content will be explicitly taught and consolidated and supported through guided

and independent learning according to the syllabus overview:
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Each term we explore five main textual concepts including Context; Narrative; Character; Imagery, symbol and
connotation and Perspective through text studies. This term, students will explore imaginative and informative
texts, examining how language, structure, visuals, and creative features such as rhyme and alliteration work
together to inform, entertain, and shape meaning. They will build on their understanding of narratives and poetry
by innovating from mentor texts, exploring character and perspective, and reflecting on how different viewpoints
influence storytelling. Students will continue to develop their phonological awareness and phonic knowledge by
focusing on key phonemes (sounds) and using these to blend and segment to further enhance reading and
writing. This term we will be learning the phonemes and graphemes (written letters) for split digraphs i_e, a_e,

0_e, u_e, e_e, ai, ay, oa, ow, 0i, oy, Ou, OW.

Weekly news is an important part of our Kindergarten program, providing students with valuable opportunities
to develop their speaking, listening, and organisational skills. Sharing news helps children build confidence in
expressing their ideas, enhances their vocabulary, and encourages active participation in classroom
discussions. To ensure your child makes the most of these experiences, we ask that you help them prepare
their news at home each week—whether it's a favourite story, an interesting event, or something related to our
learning topics. Being prepared helps students feel more confident and promotes a positive learning

environment for everyone. Please find the news topics for Term 3 at the end of the newsletter.

All students will continue to participate in the 2026 Premier’'s Reading Challenge (PRC) as part of the library
program and will also be exploring the books from the Children’s Book Awards. Library borrowing will continue

each week and we encourage students to read library books they choose for enjoyment and challenge.



Mathematics
The Mathematics outcomes and content will be explicitly taught and consolidated and supported through guided

and independent learning according to the syllabus overview:

Mathematics
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——— Working mathematically through communicating reasoning, understanding and fluency, and problem solving ———
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Students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills through the concepts of forming groups and

combining and separating quantities; measurement of time and length and spatial structure of volume and area.

They will also have opportunities to work mathematically where they will explore and demonstrate mathematics
in practical ways. This includes exploring and connecting mathematical concepts, choosing and applying
mathematical techniques to solve problems and clearly communicating their thinking and reasoning. There will
also be opportunities to develop mathematical vocabulary and students are encouraged to use these when
communicating their learning. This term we will be using words such as left, right, near, far, in-between, hefting,
analog, digital, visualising, modelling, sharing, fair / unfair, equal /unequal, closed / open shapes, volume, length,

comparing, aligning.

Human Society and Its Environment

This term, students will begin the Geography unit People Live in Places, learning about the places they live in
and belong to, with a focus on connections to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ of our area
(Darug people) and developing a strong sense of belonging. They will explore what makes places special, how
they change over time, and use a variety of geographical tools—such as maps, observations, and digital

technologies—to gather and communicate information about significant places.

Science and Technology

Our Science unit is an investigation into the Living World. 1t provides opportunities for students to explore how
plants and animals satisfy our needs by providing us with the resources for the production of food and fibre.
Students will gain an understanding of the characteristics, needs, behaviours and the living environments of
living things. They will participate in guided investigations to develop their understanding of how living things
can be used to meet some of our needs. Students will continue to engage in lessons designed to equip them
with the skills needed to use a range of technologies successfully for learning, this includes digital technology.
To support your child’s learning, we encourage you to help them practise logging on to a computer and

navigating to Google Classroom through the Student Portal at https://education.nsw.gov.au/. This will help build

their independence and confidence when accessing online resources and activities. Please note this is a student

only platform.


https://education.nsw.gov.au/

Personal Development, Health & Physical Education
This term in PD/H students will engage in Child Protection lessons answering the key question of How can |
keep myself safe? Each class continues to enjoy additional activities and games designed to develop

Fundamental Movement skills and learn the skills needed to play games.

As part of our School Behaviour Support and Management Plan EHPS School Behaviour Support and

Management Plan, students will continue to participate fortnightly in student led Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)

activities with their buddies. Lessons will focus on playing safely, identifying feelings, making friends, sharing
and taking turns and self-esteem. Students will also practice mindfulness through Smiling Mind brain breaks
three times per week and explicit fortnightly lessons. These skills are important for both school and life. For more

information and ideas at home download the Smiling Mind app. How we support — Smiling Mind

Creative Arts

The Creative Arts program includes visual arts, music, drama and dance. These provide an opportunity for
students to explore, appreciate and communicate. Activities include using a range of media and art techniques
and attending a weekly music lesson. The in class visual arts program this term includes using a range of
media and art techniques as we create integrated artworks based on living things from science and the texts
we are studying in English. As part of the Creative Arts program, each class receives a dance lesson led by
our specialist Creative Arts teacher Miss Gravas. This term students will be introduced to the various dance
elements, learn how to follow and create choreography as well as learning about performance skills. Students
will also be recognising ways Aboriginal Dreaming Stories or Torres Strait Islander Legends are represented in

dance.

Homework

Home reading: Many of our students have received their ‘100 nights of reading’ milestone. When your child
reaches 100 or 200 “books read”, please send the reading record to be signed so that they may choose a
book award, which will be presented at a school assembly. Please remember only 1 entry per day is accepted.
Magic words: Children will continue to learn and review the Magic 200 sight words in class. Please continue
to revise the words regularly at home. Some of our students are now on the next step of writing Magic words,
please remember to share your writing journal with your teacher.

News: Weekly news and topic talks support students listening skills, oral language and communication.
Please see the topic talks topics at the end of this document. Please ensure your child is ready for their news

day to present on the allocated topic.

We look forward to continuing our partnership with you this term to support your child’s learning. If you have

any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher via the schools email.

Miss Smith (K/1S) and Mrs Zucconi (KZ)

Kindergarten Teachers


https://assets.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/e/eppinghts-p/About%20us/Policies%20&%20reports/EHPS_School_Behaviour_Support_and_Management_Plan1.pdf
https://assets.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/e/eppinghts-p/About%20us/Policies%20&%20reports/EHPS_School_Behaviour_Support_and_Management_Plan1.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smilingmind.com.au%2Fhow-we-support&data=05%7C02%7CKATE.BURGESS%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C042f861cbad3438ba5a508dd7d586d43%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638804540937244493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=45d58%2FbTGn4Ba98vIOxSvCrlP7utDciNSY6xM7SMfQ8%3D&reserved=0
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Speaking & Listening Topics- Kindergarten Term 3, 2026

News talks help students build confidence and speaking skills, express ideas on different topics,
listen attentively, and strengthen connections between teachers and students.

Please encourage your child to practise their news at home by preparing something simple each
week. Picture cues can help, but please avoid writing their news for them. Children should not
bring expensive or valuable items, as they are responsible for anything brought to school. If you
have questions, please speak with your child’s classroom teacher.

News should be prepared and presented fortnightly (in even school weeks) as per the topics
below.

1 In the holidays... —Informal class discussions about our holidays. No preparation required.

My Special Place— Draw a picture of a place that is special to you. This might be a place
2 you have visited, a play areq, a relative's house, etc. Tell the class about why this place is

special and how it makes you feel when you are there.

3 No preparation required - In class activity

My Home — Complete the ‘My Home' sheet as part of your news this week. Draw or
4 include a picture of your house. Describe what your house looks like, how many rooms it

has and another feature of your choice.

5 No preparation required - In class activity

Favourite Animal — Tell the class about your favourite animal. Make sure you describe
what the animal looks like, what it eats, where it lives and include another interesting fact
about the animal. Bring in a picture, photo or drawing of your favourite animal to share

with the class.

7 No preparation required — In class activity

What am 1? — Prepare a short ‘What am 12" about an animal. Give the class three clues

and then they will try and guess the animal you have chosen. Be specific and include

8
detail in your clues- adding adjectives (describing words) in your clues can be helpful
when others are trying to guess what animal you are!

9 No preparation required - In class activity

10 | Free Choice — Share something you like and enjoy with the class.
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o Return take home folder
Monday
o Home Reading
Tuesday o Sports Uniform
Wednesday
o Home Readingd
Thursday o Sports uniform — sport
o Library — return and borrow books
o Take home folder comes home (not every week)
Friday

News Day and M100W mastery day — same as last term

Be prepared with news item and blue Magic 100 words folder




