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Stage 3 Classes
Our Stage 3 classes and
teachers for 2026 are:

5BP  Mrs Buwalda &
Mrs Porreca
4/5L  Miss Lau
6G Ms Gerard (Assistant
Principal) & Mrs Elliott
6S Mr Squires

Important Dates

Please visit our parent planner
on our website for important
dates

https://eppinghts-
p.schools.nsw.gov.au/

Ed Week Open Day 5 August
Stage 3 camp 26-28 August

Fitness:
- Mon 5BP, 4/5L
-Tues 6S, 6G

Stage Sport- Fridays

PSSA continues until Week 5
Library

- Mon 5BP

- Wed 4/5L

- Thurs 6G, 6S

Milson Island Camp

Welcome back!

We hope all our families have had a safe and relaxing school holiday to
recoup after such a busy school term. For Term 3, teachers have been
working together to plan engaging and challenging learning experiences
across the curriculum. Education Week is fast approaching, and parents will
be welcome to visit their children’s classroom on Open Day. Please check
the newsletter for the schedule of the day including a maths workshop for
parents, open classrooms where your child will discuss their learning with
you, a picnic and concert.

We encourage you to stay updated by checking School Bytes for any
notifications, reading the fortnightly School Newsletter and checking our
school website calendar for important dates. All parents can connect through
the two parents networks on the School What's App Channel.

For Year 5 parents interested in the Selective High School application
process for placement in 2028 and key dates for 2027, please check the
High Performing Units website for updates. Selective High Schools
information and key dates.

The Department of Education offers a range of resources for parents. Please
visit https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers

Key Learning Areas (KLAs)

There are six Key Learning Areas (KLAs). These are English, Mathematics,
Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE includes History and
Geography), Science & Technology, Personal Development/Health &
Physical Education (PD/H/PE) and Creative Arts. The following provides an
overview of what is taught across the Stage. Class programs may differ to
cater for the needs of students.

For our Milson Island 3-day camp, participants are required to have a completed Medical and Consent Form
which also includes dietary information. Please see the webpage link to complete the online Medical and
Consent Form on behalf of your child by Friday 31s July. All students attending camp must have a completed
online form. Parents will need to create a new account for registration.

The information you provide on the form will help the sport and recreation camp staff and teachers look after
your child’s needs at camp. If your child has an injury, pre-existing condition, allergy, special dietary needs or is
on prescription medicines, please provide full details on this form.

If you forget to include any information when registering your child, you can update their registration up to 21
days before camp. If you need to make an update after this time, your child's school must make a request to

reopen the registration portal.

More information for parents can be found on the Office of Sport: Camp webpage.



https://eppinghts-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://eppinghts-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers
https://officeofsport.ungerboeck.com/prod/emc00/register.aspx?eid=NlNBTGNRRFJYc3hJbHFlbVZsbHNxQT090
https://officeofsport.ungerboeck.com/prod/emc00/register.aspx?eid=NlNBTGNRRFJYc3hJbHFlbVZsbHNxQT090
https://officeofsport.ungerboeck.com/prod/emc00/register.aspx?eid=NlNBTGNRRFJYc3hJbHFlbVZsbHNxQT090
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Understanding texts » Creating texts —

Oral language and communication
Vocabulary

Creating written texts
Spelling
Handwriting and digital transcription

Understanding and responding to literature
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Reading fluency (Stage 2)
Reading comprehension

English

The Stage 3 Literature Circles program encourages students to lead discussions centred around a shared book,
promoting deeper connections with what students are reading while enhancing communication skills. This stage-
based program explicitly supports reading and comprehension development. Each week, students have a library
lesson and are encouraged to read daily at home through the Read With Me (RWM) program. If your child has
been reading consistently, the first day that they can earn 200 Days of RWM is 24th August.

In addition to reading, students are gaining confidence through various speaking opportunities. They will practice
interacting and sharing information with their classmates in both casual and formal settings. There will be a task
set for students to deliver a speech linked to the Geography unit of work. Emphasising active listening helps
students improve their ability to analyse and evaluate ideas for a richer understanding.

Writing skills are also a focus as students learn to plan, write, and revise texts for different purposes. They will
explore text features and practice using accurate grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary. Activities include
composing imaginative, informative, and persuasive pieces, along with reinforcing spelling and writing
conventions. Students are also developing fluency in handwriting and typing.

Furthermore, the class will be working through an English unit centred around a selected book to develop and
apply literacy skills in context.

Mathematics

Number and Algebra

Consolidating place value knowledge including the significance of zero, students will tackle problems involving
decimals up to three decimal places using multiplication and division. Students will calculate percentages and
recognise equivalent fractions and decimals for benchmark values, and compare and order fractions. They will
apply efficient strategies using the four operations across different content areas. This will involve using powers
of 10, grouping symbols, and exploring the use of brackets and the order of operations to write number
sentences.

Measurement and Space

Students will classify two-dimensional shapes, such as triangles and quadrilaterals, based on their properties
and both line and rotational symmetry. They will also learn and apply formulas to calculate the area of two-
dimensional shapes, including composite figures, parallelograms, and triangles. Students will practice
measuring and comparing durations using both 12-hour and 24-hour time formats, distinguishing between am
and pm notation. They will further enhance their understanding by converting between common metric units of
mass and solving problems involving the comparison of lengths using appropriate units.



Statistics and Probability

Students will develop skills to interpret data presented in various formats. They will also be applying their
knowledge of understanding and recording data in tables and graphs. Effectively representing mathematical
information will be congruent across concepts this term.
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Human Society and Its Environment

Geography- Factors that Shape Places

This term, Stage 3 students will engage in Geography lessons focused on "Factors that Shape Places." They
will explore how people modify the natural environment both in Australia and globally. Additionally, they will learn
how the environment affects human characteristics of places. Our students will examine how human activities
influence these characteristics, including the management of spaces. They will also research two different
places in the world and compare climates, biomes, geographical features etc. and present it using a media
platform.

Science and Technology

Living Things

This term, Stage 3 students will explore the "Living World" by examining how natural resources and
environmental conditions impact the growth and survival of living things. They will investigate how primary
industries manage these factors to ensure food production, while addressing challenges such as rising salinity
and changing weather patterns. Through hands-on activities, students will study the effects of physical
conditions, including irrigation methods and salinity, on living organisms, gaining a practical understanding of
the delicate balance between environment and survival.

Personal Development, Health & Physical Education

Each class will participate in class fitness activities and a dance lesson. Stage sport continues every Friday.
Soccer and Netball BZIS teams will continue competing with other schools. As part of our School Behaviour
Support and Management Plan students will participate fortnightly in student led Social-Emotional Learning
(SEL) activities with their buddies. Smiling Mind brain breaks occur three times per week supported by explicit
fortnightly lessons. For more information and ideas at home download the Smiling Mind app. How we support
— Smiling Mind

Each year we teach Child Protection lessons as a mandatory part of the Personal Development, Health and
Physical Education (PDHPE) syllabus. This term the topics covered in our lessons include: caring and
respectful relationships, gender stereotypes, recognising abuse, neglect and consent, identifying risk and
associated emotions, judging safety, safety strategies, harassment and upstander behaviour. Teachers are
experienced in teaching Child Protection following the syllabus guidelines and teach this content in an age
appropriate way.

Creative Arts


https://assets.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/e/eppinghts-p/About%20us/Policies%20&%20reports/EHPS_School_Behaviour_Support_and_Management_Plan1.pdf
https://assets.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/e/eppinghts-p/About%20us/Policies%20&%20reports/EHPS_School_Behaviour_Support_and_Management_Plan1.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smilingmind.com.au%2Fhow-we-support&data=05%7C02%7CHEATHER.GERARD%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C5b95324cef8b4971b30b08dd884a7577%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638816575562489148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W38pKTDZkqCsnBO3bq0rWEVmcTe7LUtIZJjYkks%2BSvI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smilingmind.com.au%2Fhow-we-support&data=05%7C02%7CHEATHER.GERARD%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C5b95324cef8b4971b30b08dd884a7577%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638816575562489148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W38pKTDZkqCsnBO3bq0rWEVmcTe7LUtIZJjYkks%2BSvI%3D&reserved=0

In Visual Art Stage 3 students will participate in art appreciation activities and create artworks in class. This term
students will have the opportunity to work with different mediums including clay. Additionally, Miss Gravas will
teach dance, as part of the RFF (Release from Face-to-Face) program during the term.

Homework

Homework will be given every Monday and should be submitted by Friday. In Stage 3, all homework will be
assigned during class, and everything—setting, submitting, and grading—will be handled through Google
Classroom. Students will practice their spelling words, complete a spelling task, work on a research project
linked to Science, finish four Mathletics activities and record their reading at home. Optional tasks include
Smiling Minds activities, Reading Eggs and Typing.com.

Diaries
Students have recorded key events for this term in their diaries. Diaries support students to plan and organise
themselves for school and record messages and reminders for home but work best with parent support.

At the front of their diary, students have signed the Student Digital Devices, ICT and Online User Agreement,
recognising their responsibilities in this area. Please read this again and reinforce your child's responsibilities.
As outlined in the School Behaviour Support and Management Plan, the school may respond to behaviour
including using social media or other technology that involves other students or school staff.

We also encourage you to limit or closely monitor any group chats your child is part of. Please talk with your
child about the risks of using group chats for communication and their responsibilities to ensure they are safe,
respectful and responsible. Group chats can expose students to inappropriate content, cyberbullying, and
privacy issues.

Thank you for your ongoing support,

Ms Gerard, Mr Squires, Mrs Elliott, Miss Lau, Mrs Buwalda, Mrs Porreca,
Stage 3 teachers



