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At Epping Heights PS our focus is on students.
We are committed to equity and excellence so
every student can learn, grow and belong. Our
positive wellbeing culture supports explicit teaching
in Literacy and Numeracy and an enriching
balanced curriculum. We are committed to
nurturing, guiding, inspiring and challenging our
students. In partnership with our students, parents
and carers, we enact our school motto- success
for all.

IMPORTANT DATES

Please check our planner on the website
which is reqularly updated.

Home - Epping Heights Public School
(nsw.gov.au)

You can also connect it with your google
calendar

Epping Heights Parent planner (google.com)

24 November - Gymnastics Yr 3-6

24 November - KidsXpress High School
session for parents 7-8pm

25 November - Bullying performance

27 November - Year 6 High school
Transition program

1 December - Gymnastics Yr 3-6

2 December - Yrs 6-7 Orientation Day HS
3 December - Presentation Day

3 December - Ability Day (Disability Day)
3 December - OSHC BBQ

4 December — Year 6 - 7 Epping Boys
High School Orientation Day

NEWSLETTER

TERM 4 | Week 6 | November 2025
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

|t was a joy to welcome our 2026 Kindergarten students and their families at our
orientation sessions. There were lots of smiles from our preschoolers who
confidently came for a play and ‘work’ at big school. Mums and dads also did a
great job of enabling their children to be independent. Thank you. You are vital
in helping to ensure a positive narrative about school. Thank you also to our
Stage band and Stage 3 dance troupe who performed brilliantly as always.
Special thanks to Mrs Zucconi for her leadership of this valued program.

It is always a privilege to be part of our Remembrance Day service to
commemorate with students, staff and our valued grandparents. It is also a
lovely chance to celebrate Grandparents, who play a special role in our
students’ lives. Thank you to everyone who attended and made the event
special. Particular thanks to Ms Henderson who organised the special
assembly. We were also very proud of our student leaders who led the assembly
and our school prefects who attended the local RSL service to represent our
school. We also acknowledge Mrs Alison Gallagher, an ex EHPS parent who
made both wreaths and donated one of them to the school. Please see later in
the newsletter for more photos.
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We are very fortunate to have such amazing support from our P & C. Without
their volunteer time, we would be unable to run essential services such as lunch
food service, band, uniform shop and Book Club. They also collaborate with the
school to help lead community engagement initiatives such as the WhatsApp
parent groups, Mother's Day, Father's Day, Carols, discos and many other
events. Thank you to our outgoing P & C Executive including Julia Yu,
President. Congratulations to our incoming P & C Executive including Andrew
Fairhurst, our new President. We look forward to continuing to work in
partnership to benefit our children.
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SCHOOL NEWS
Read With Me Program

The Read with Me Program is designed to encourage and reward children for regular reading at home. This program is
proudly jointly sponsored by our school and through P & C Book Club. It is important for children to be read to, read with
and to read independently.

Children enter the date, title of the book and parents then sign. If your child is reading a larger book over a period of time,
pages read can be indicated. Children read books from home, library books or home-readers.

We ask that each parent signature represents 15 minutes of reading for Kindergarten, Years 1 & 2 OR 20 minutes of
reading for Years 3, 4, 5 & 6. For each 25 entries the teacher signs. When your child has read on 100 occasions, he/she
will select a book as a reward. Note: Only one entry per day is allowed/ counted.

Final dates for rewards will be as follows: Day 300 = from 7 December. Last day for trade ups 12 December. After
this the program will end, and no more book prizes will be awarded. Please ensure you make a note of this final
date to avoid disappointment.

Regular home reading is very beneficial, and we encourage your support of the program.

For great ideas to support reading at home visit Parents and carers (nsw.gov.au) Homework tips by subject (nsw.gov.au)

Gifts for teachers

Whilst gifts are not expected at the end of the year- please note that according to our Code of Conduct, teachers are
unable to accept cash or anything like cash (eg prepaid visa card). Teachers are also unable to accept gifts of more than
$50 value. If giving a class gift, please ensure it has a total value of no more than $50 per student. Thank you.

Term dates 2026

Please note the term dates for next year. You can sync dates to your phone or calendar 2026 term dates

To support your child’s learning, please book travel for holidays during school breaks.

Key dates
O"'D First to last days forall @~ - School development days: . School holidays:
students: Term 1: 27 January to 30 January Summer 2025-26: 22 Decamber
Term 1: 2 February to 2 April Term 2: 20 April and 21 April 2025 to 26 lanuary 2026
Term 2: 22 April to 3 July Term 3: 20 July Autumn: 7 April to 17 April
Term 3: 21 July to 25 September Winter: & July to 17 July

Tarm 4:12 Octobher Spring: 28 September to 9 October

Summer 2026-27: 18 December
2026 to 27 Jlanuary 2027

Term 4: 13 October to 17 December

B Fublic holidays

Scan me for
key dates

carers should not
education.nsw.
gov.au/calendars



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nsw.gov.au%2Fparents-and-carers&data=05%7C01%7CMegan.Bridekirk%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cf0a608a4e22440d6bbce08db04ee1bf2%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638109192940832429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3h4Z8otWqax7op5nEWAZuqjBG9iFui761pTgP2Awz7s%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nsw.gov.au%2Fparents-and-carers%2Flearning%2Fhomework%2Fhomework-tips-for-primary-school%23Helping1&data=05%7C01%7CMegan.Bridekirk%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cf0a608a4e22440d6bbce08db04ee1bf2%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638109192940832429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UDmLLSxHKnkmjO%2BDZr0Nia%2BetbZD%2B2D0VLInocq3HvU%3D&reserved=0
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School transition

Moving from preschool to ‘big school’ or Year 6 to high school are important transition points for children and families. The
Department of Education is committed to supporting transition as outlined in Our Plan for Public Education. Our Plan for

NSW Public Education

NSW Department of Education

Our Plan for NSW Public Education

Transforming lives through learning

Our plan is built on the power of public
education to provide opportunities for all and
transform lives through learning. Our plan sets
our direction and priorities for the coming years,
and harnesses the commitment of our teachers
and schools to provide an outstanding
education for every learner. Our approach has
been informed by evidence and insights from
engagement with our education community.

Together
we will

With actions
that

So

And we'll
measure

Advance equitable outcomes,
opportunities and experiences

« Foster a culture that values diversity
by advancing reconciliation and
eliminating barriers

+ Ensure schools have access to the
staff and specialists they need

+ Prioritise resources where they are
needed most

+ Develop targeted, differentiated,
evidence-informed initiatives
and supports

+ Embed diverse learner, family and
staff voices in decision-making

* Provide broad, inclusive and
rich curriculum with strong
co-curricular activities

Every learner receives a high-quality
education that enables them to excel

* Reducing gaps in student outcomes,
due to structural inequities

Our commitment
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Every student learns, grows and belongs in an equitable

and outstanding education system.

Acknowledgment of Country

Al

We recognise the Traditional Custodians of the lands
where we learn, work and live, paying respect to Elders
past and present as teachers of knowledge, songlines
and stories. We strive to ensure every NSW Aboriginal

b i

and/or Torres Strait Islander learner achieves their —

potential through education.

Strengthen trust and respect
for the teaching profession
and school support staff

+ Address staffing shortages

+ Attract and retain high-quality
teachers, especially in high need
locations and specialist subject areas

« Ensure initial teacher education is
fit-for-purpose by partnering with
the university sector

+ Improve staff wellbeing

+ Address workload pressures to
ensure a manageable workload
for all staff

* Support staff development through
high-quality and accessible
professional learning

* Make public education a more
attractive career with more quality
career pathways

+ Strengthen development for leaders
at all stages of their careers

Our teachers and staff feel valued,
included and supported to perform
at their best

 Increasing the number of school
staff so supply meets demand

by

Enabled by

Our values

in public education

the proportion of
teachers and school staff who
feel valued, trusted and respected

in their profession

Support service:

Excellence

Trust

Please see here some helpful links.

Getting ready for high school

Getting ready for primary school

Useful websites and resources

As part of EHPS commitment to high school transition and student wellbeing, Year 6 students are joining the KidsXpress
team and their class teacher for two sessions to celebrate their time in Primary school. Together, the students create a
group artwork to mark this special time. We also talk about the transition to High School and explored how students were

Give children the best start
in learning

« Increase enrolment and participation
in preschool for all children

* Build new public preschools
co-located with government
primary schools

+ Create better transitions between
early education and primary school

Deliver outstanding leadership,
teaching and learning

« Support schools to deliver school
excellence through continuous
improvement

 Deliver effective teaching practices
including explicit teaching and
effective feedback underpinned
by high expectations

* Deliver the NSW
Early Childhood Education Strategy

All children have the best start in life

* Increasing the proportion of
children enrolled in preschool

* Increasing the proportion of children
who are developmentally on track

Integrity

Children’s | *

and
instructional leadership

* Provide high-quality, evidence-based
curriculum resources

- Increase student literacy and numeracy

Strengthen student wellbeing
and development

« Implement evidence-informed
whole school wellbeing approaches
+ Create positive school cultures
that value student voice

* Build partnerships with students
and families to connect them with
the support they need
« Provide equitable access to
services by building partnerships
across agencies
+ Expand counselling services in schools
+ Improve support for students at all

high-quality
+ Improve how data is used to
inform teaching

Every student achi biti

through school
+ Ensure schools are inclusive and safe

Every valued and

learning goals every year

* Improving literacy and numeracy
outcomes for all students

* Increasing the proportion of public
school leavers completing year 12

@ School infrastructure that me:

i Eauity

feeling about this new chapter. This program was provided at no cost to parents.

We hope Year 6 parents will join KidsXpress online Monday 24t November 7p.m. See School bytes email already sent.
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Supporting your Child’s
TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL

Free Online Parent Information Session

cared for

+ Increasing the proportion of students
reporting a sense of belonging

+ Increasing attendance rates

{5l Accountability
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Provide meaningful
post-school pathways

« Enhance access to high-quality
VET in schools, school-based
apprenticeships and traineeships,
and HSC pathways

* Support, inform and inspire all
students to choose post-school
pathway options aligned to their goals

- Improve access, opportunities and
choice across post-school pathways
including university, training and
work for all students

Every student finishes school ready
to succeed in their chosen pathway
as informed, responsible citizens

 Increasing the proportion of students
who take up university, training,
or work in the year after school

ports impro
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Opportunity Class (For current Yr 3) and Selective High School (For current Year 5) for 2027

If you would like to have your child considered for Year 7 selective high school entry in 2027 or OC 2027, you need to
apply on the internet using a valid email address (not the student’s email address).

Detailed instructions on how to apply and the link to the online form are at the Selective high schools and Opportunity
classes Year 7 website. Applications are open now and close 20 February. You must apply before the closing date.

Please see attached and links for more information .Please visit Selective high schools — Year 7 (nsw.gov.au) or
Opportunity Class (Years 5 & 6)

Please note the school CANNOT apply on your behalf.

NSW Department of Education (I V)

. H . Parent/carer *‘;‘t—k
Opportunity class placement timeline NSW
Year 5 entry in 2027

&
Applications: | @ Resources for parents/carers
+ Open 6 November 2025 | « Opportunity classes (Year 5-6)

(when student is in Year 3) Test admission

+ Close 20 February 2026 A2z =2 ’ CR—L“M” o 5:h°l°'5
(when student is in Year 4) wleeks beftotre ihe ¢ bmemress v oodberanganss
SIS Resources for students
— « Practice tests
Opportunity Class Placement « Applying for an opportunity class:
Test: 8 or 9 May 2026 Student resource hub
) N These dates are subject to
. Last day to change school change. Please check the key
.Make'ur".t":"St (approved choices: 5 June 2026 dates on our website.
illness/misadventure): 22 May 2026
0%
-‘l‘ Response to first round
Placement outcome offers due: TBC
released: Term 3 2026
NSW Department of Education mk
S l t‘ h H h h l l t t' l H Parent/carer s
elective high school placement timeline NSW

Year 7 entry in 2027

E
fppgsgﬂ%nﬁwember 2025 @ Resources for parents
(when student is in Year 5) ;g::g?;npﬁls%‘za _ » Selective high schools - Year 7

- Choosing a selective school
» Resources in other languages
Resources for students

« Close 20 February 2026
(when student is in Year 6)

[

Selective High School Placement
Test: 1or 2 May 2026

!
‘ Last day to change school
Make-up test (approved choices: 5 June 2026
illness/misadventure): 22 May 2026

wg

2 weeks before the
placement test

- Practice tests

= Applyving for a selective high
school: Student resource hub

These dates are subject to
change. Please check the
key dates on our website.



https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/choosing-a-school/opportunity-classes

Library News!

The end of Term 4 is upon us, and it is nearing that time of year when borrowing will end and books will need to be
returned. Mrs. Evans will be managing overdue items in the coming weeks and will issue notices to students who have
not yet returned their books. These notices will include a section for students to provide information regarding the
whereabouts of their books, along with detailed instructions on how to complete this process.

Last chance for borrowing will be in Week 7.

In week 8 all books will need to be returned please.

Attendance

Missing a day here or there may not seem like much, but absences add up and can negatively impact your child’s learning
and wellbeing. Research highlights a clear correlation between student attendance and the achievement of quality
academic, socio-economic and health outcomes. This research tells us that students with an attendance rate below 90%
are educationally at risk. Above 95% is our expected attendance rate.

High Expectations for Attendance

10 days
Exp::'tga':ions - 95% — orless

off a year

0@

Improved _ Improved
attendance ™ sutcomes




Principals Awards

Vanya 2/3T

Read With Me
Darsha 2/3T
Jayden 2/3T
Benedicte 2B
Janny 3/4K

Merit Awards
Dhwani 3S
Kay La 3S
Nancy 3S
Ayoung 3S
Michael 4/5L
Leanne 4/5L
Zoe 4/5L
Reuben 4/5L
Hazel 4EB
Marcus 4EB
Zayn 4EB
Matilda 4EB
Haasith 5BP

Afraz 6SH

Agnes 3/4K
Eilionora 3S
Sarah 3S
Kira KZ

Alesha 5BP
Meha 5BP
Nathan 5BP
Yik 5BP
Charlotte 5G
Kerryn 5G
Bella 5G
Amgalan 5G
Ella 6D
Declan 6SH
Gianna 6SH
Sanil 6SH
Enkh-Ujin 6SH



Swim School

During Weeks 3 and 4, 52 students from Years 3-6 joined Miss Goh, Mrs Gomez and Mrs lenna for Swim School. This is
a very important program run by the Department of Education. Students received daily water safety lessons and learned
practical swimming skills for 2 weeks like how to float, tread water, use flotation devices like noodles or kickboards and
perfecting different swimming strokes. Swimming is an essential skill in Australia, and these are some of the most
important skills your child will ever learn at school. All our students made impressive progress, including being able to
swim on their own in water without touching the bottom, swimming 25 metres, and some students even swam to the end
of the 50m in the deep end. Students received their certificates this week in the 3-6 Assembly. Please take time to
celebrate your child's achievements and progress with them and consider continuing swim lessons outside of school.

Miss Goh, Mrs Gomez and Mrs lenna

Swimming Teachers




Remembrance Day and Grandparents Picnic Day
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HE SCHOOL s b
PH DTGG RAPHE ) Fhone: {D2) 9674 9824

email: aftersales@theschoolphotographer.com.au

Alljance theschoolphotographer.com.au

YOUR STORY

Epping Heights Public School

SPORTS and SPECIAL PHOTOS

Photos can be viewed and ordered online at

www.theschoolphotographer.com.au

using the ordering code below:

2551391PRES1E

Photo prices are:
$20.00 each, 2 for $36.00, 3 for $48.00, 4 for $60.00 or 5 for $72.00

Any additional photographs are $10.00 each.
This discount is only available per family order.

Photos will be available to view and purchase ONLINE ONLY
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EPPING HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Y, PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION INC

/I;,n
%ﬂy 128 Kent Street, Epping NSW 2121 | ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com

After the recently concluded Annual General Meeting, the P&C is happy to announce the incoming Executive Committee
Members for 2026:

ASSOCIATION

President: Andrew Fairhurst
Vice Presidents: Naila Mukhtar, Francesca Padilla
Secretary: Arindam Pal
Treasurer: Ray Tran
To help lead the various events and activities, we are delighted to announce the incoming Committee Heads for 2026:
Uniform Shop Coordinator: Xinyuan Shui
Canteen Coordinator: Gohar Gul
Fundraising Coordinator: Barbara Padovan
Book Club Coordinator: Na Rae Song
Carols Coordinator: Andrew Fairhurst
We look forward to the community’s continued support in 2026!

There are many ways to get involved! Feel free to reach out to the P&C Committee for any inquiries at
ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com

You may also scan the QR code or go to the link below:

EPPING, HEIGHTS PEL
JOIN US TODAY

BECOME A
2, VOLUNTEER

Y A

FLEXTBLE VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES AVATLABLE
VOLUNTEER AS MUCH—OR AS LITTLE—AS YOU LIKE!

Scan AR Code for Volunteer Signup E
Oppor{uni{ies

For queries, contact us at ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com
Visit: https://tinyurl.com/ehpspnc




2025 EHPS SENIOR STRING ENSEMBLE AUDITION IS OPEN!
Here is another great opportunity to join EHPS String Ensemble 2026.

Please email below details to ehps.stringensemble@gmail.com 14/11/2025. We will arrange and notify the date and time
slot for the audition.

» Student Full Name

» Student Year

* Class

* Instrument Playing and Which Level
* Parent Name

+ Parent Mobile and Email

Who can apply for the audition?

* In year3 or above (2026)

* Playing Violin with a AMEB Grade 2 or equivalent level

* Playing Viola, Cello or Double bass with a AMEB Grade 2 or equivalent level

* Have been learning for at least 2 years and having regular lessons

Audition Requirements:
+ Scales: A minor, G major, F major, C Major and D major
* One prepared music piece of your choice (max 1.5 minutes)

« Sight reading (You will be given a music piece on the day and to play it as best as you can without prior practise)

Grace Ji

EHPS Senior String Ensemble Coordinator


mailto:ehps.stringensemble@gmail.com

Carols 2025 - December 5th

JOY TO THE WORLD

CAROLS 2025

EPPING HEIGHTS

JOIN US FOR A FUN NIGHT OF FESTIVE SINGING
AND MUSIC WITH OUR SCHOOL BANDS, SCHOOL

CHOIRS, AND ALL YEAR GROUPS!
ﬁ

LIVE MUSIC
. FOOD TRUCKS
&) BYOPICNIC
oy  RAFFLE

(E:OTnmunity Bank Proud sponsors of
PpINg Epping Heights PS

B Bendigo Bank Carols
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JOY TO THE WORLD

> CAROLS 2025 5

EPPING HEIGHTS

" JOIN US FOR A FUN NIGHT OF FESTIVE SINGING AND MUSIC WITH OUR 5
SCHOOL BANDS, SCHOOL CHOIRS, AND ALL YEAR GROUPS!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
DECEMBER 5| 5PM

CAROLS 2025

We need your help with setting/packing up, greeting, taking
payments, first aid, photography, coordinating bands/choirs,
stagehands, etc. Most of the roles will have a good view of the
stage so you can still see your child's performances.

Please volunteer, even for a short time, via the QR code below.

Community Bank
Epping

Proud sponsors of
Epping Heights PS

B Bendigo Bank Carols
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%CAROLS 2025 5@

% EPPING HEIGHTS B Bencigo pony

.o .:o‘ " JOIN US FOR A FUN NIGHT OF FESTIVE SINGING AND MUSIC WITH OUR 5 i
O SCHOOL BANDS, SCHOOL CHOIRS, AND ALL YEAR GROUPS!

RAFFLE

HAVE THE CHANCE TO WIN FROM OVER $1500 WORTH
OF PRIZES FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES!

1 Ticket $3, 2 Tickets $5, 5 Tickets $10, 10 Tickets $20

PRIZES INCLUDE
Restaurant and Local Business Vouchers
Glow Lawnbowls & Bubbles Experience at Verandah Beecroft
Wine Packs from Fleet Street Epping
City Cave Float & Sauna package
Team Bros 1 month gym memberships

Buy tickets via the QR code or go to rafflelink.com.au/ehpscarols
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Cummer 20925/2¢ Vacation Care Program 7w @)

CHILDREN MUST ARRIVE AT OSHC BY 8:30AM FOR ALL EXCURSIONS!

L Ad

MONDAY
22 DECEMBER

MONDAY
19 JANUARY

TUESDAY
20 JANUARY

WEDNESDAY
21 JANUARY

THURSDAY
22 JANUARY

FRIDAY
23 JANUARY

$97

$105

$129

$96

$100

$129

$105

7

$105

$148

$106

$131

TUESDAY
27 JANUARY

WEDNESDAY
28 JANUARY

THURSDAY
29 JANUARY

”

TUESDAY

23 DECMEBER
$95

$130 $95

$105 $148

$110 $10

FRIDAY

30 JANUARY $05

All December bookings are DUE 11/12/2025
All January Bookings are DUE 23/12/2025




\RE INVITED To Osy,

“BOOK "~
EXCHANGE

Families are invited to bring any books,
pre-loved or grown out of, to OSHC on

Then from 2:30 - 5:30pm on ,_f;’;;
5
Thursday 4th December, \;_-‘:;ﬁ

you are invited to take a different book
home — as a gift or to enjoy yourself.

Any unclaimed books will be added to the
OSHC library or donated to charities in
time for Christmas.




