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IMPORTANT DATES

Please check our planner on the website
which is regularly updated.

Home - Epping Heights Public School
(nsw.gov.au)

You can also connect it with your google
calendar

Epping Heights Parent planner (google.com)

3 March - Interrelate Stage 3

5 March - 3-6 Assembly led by 6SH

5 March - Beecroft Zone Swimming Carnival
10 March - Interrelate Stage 3

11 March Cross country carnival - 8yr olds +
grades

12 March - 21 March - NAPLAN Test Window
12 March - Yr 2-6 SRC Badge Assembly

13 March - Selective High School Placement
Test

13 March - Term 1 Class Parents’ Meeting
20 March - International Day of Happiness
21 March — Harmony Day and Events

26 March — Yrs 2-6 Swimming Carnival
Ribbon Assembly

NEWSLETTER

TERM 1 | Week 5 | February 2025
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

It has been an exciting fortnight for our school community. | would like to extend
my heartfelt thanks to all of you who participated in our recent "Meet the
Teacher" sessions. 56% of students had at least one parent or caregiver attend.
It was wonderful to see so many of you engaging with our dedicated staff and
learning more about the exciting year ahead for your children. Special thanks to
our P & C representatives who came to speak about ways to connect and be
active in our school. Your involvement plays a crucial role in fostering a strong
school community and supporting your child’s educational journey. Thank you
also to the 53 people who gave us feedback. 70% of respondents gave the
highest ranking for the session being useful. We also appreciate the kind
comments about the dedication and warmth of our staff and the useful idea
suggestions for future parent sessions. We hope you also found our Stage Term
information letters useful. These outline teaching and learning programs and will
be sent each term.

| also want to take a moment to celebrate the success of our annual Swimming
Carnival. It was a fantastic day filled with enthusiasm, teamwork, and healthy
competition. Our students showcased their talents and sportsmanship, making
us all proud. A special thank you goes out to our staff especially Mrs lenna and
Mrs Kim who organised the event. We also thank our parent volunteers who
helped on the day. Your support and dedication were greatly appreciated.
Swimming carnival ribbons will be presented on 26 March. Parents will be
advised if your child is receiving an award at this assembly.

Our assemblies have begun for the year. Parents will be sent an invitation when
your child’s class is leading an assembly and you are most welcome to attend.
Your child may wish to learn the words of our National Anthem and school song
(included later in this newsletter) to help them participate in assembly. | was
excited to present the first Principal’s award for this year to Zara. | know many
students are giving their best effort to earn merit awards and | encourage them
to keep up their growth mindset. This term our assemblies have a wellbeing and
inclusion focus. For parent resources on wellbeing please visit Mental health
and wellbeing support
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2025 Three Things - Parent Survey

Teachers want to connect with you and get to know your child so we can build on their strengths using their interests.
Please take the time to complete the ‘Three Things survey’ as emailed last week. We value your insights.

SCHOOL NEWS
School Excellence Plan

We are in the process of finalising our new School Excellence Plan. Components of this will be shared at the next P & C
meeting on 11 March. Our school vision is: At Epping Heights PS our focus is on students. We are committed to
equity and excellence so every student can learn, grow and belong. Our positive wellbeing culture supports
explicit teaching in Literacy and Numeracy and an enriching balanced curriculum. We are committed to nurturing,
guiding, inspiring and challenging our students. In partnership with our students, parents and carers, we enact
our school motto- success for all.

We look forward to working with our community to enact this vision.

Part of this partnership includes our wonderful helper process. It has been fantastic to have 75 parents and community
helpers complete our induction session either in person or online. Our students are fortunate to have such a dedicated
community to wrap around them. Thank you for supporting our school.

Communication with teachers

Just a friendly reminder that teachers are unable to respond to emails after hours or immediately as their focus is on
teaching your child and supervising on playground duty at recess and lunch. Teachers will get back to you as soon as
possible within 2 school days. If your matter is urgent, please call the front office and my executive team and | will do our
best to speak with you.

Technology policy

Students will use laptops and desktops as technology IS an integral part of teaching and leaing. Personal devices are not allowed at school,
If your child has any of the following devices they must be kept in their school bag during the day, The school does not accept any responsibility
for lost or broken personal devices. Any personal devices using by students during the school day will be taken and parents will be contacted to
come and collect them

=, Common Personal Digital Devices Not Permitted in Public Schools *

£ Personal
Digital




Student safety

Just another reminder please do not allow your child to play on the front equipment before school. The front oval is
CLOSED in the morning. Please bring/send your child to the areas supervised by teachers under the COLA and on the
top court.

NAPLAN

National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy
Information for parents and carers

® Al students in Years 3, 5 7 and 9 in Australia do NAPLAN tests in March each year.
® NAPLAN tests students’ skills in reading, writing and maths.

& The test guestions are presented in Standard Australian English dialect.

& Students read some of the questions and listen to others with headphones.

# The tests will get easier or harder, depending on how students are going in the test.

® Students do four different tests. The names of the four tests are:
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Writing Reading Conventions of language Numeracy
[spelling, grammar and punctuation)

® Students in Year 3 will do the Writing test using pencil and paper. Year 3 students will answer the other
test questions on the computer.

o Students in Years 5 7 and 9 will answer all their test questions on computers.
& Teachers will help students get ready for NAPLAN tests.

& Schools will get their students’ results. The school will then give parents/carers a report showing their
own child’s results.

® Parents/carers can talk to the teacher about these results.

® NAPLAN shows how students are going all over Australia. People who work in the Australian
Government, state and territory education authonties and schoals use NAPLAN results. The results
let them see which schools are doing well and which schools might need help.

Talk to your teacher if you have any questions about your child doing the tests.
For more information on MAPLAN, visit nap.edu.au.
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For more information and translated materials visit NAP - For parents and carers
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High school enrolment

Every child is entitled to be enrolled at the government school that is
designated for the intake area within which the child's home is situated, and
that the child is eligible to attend.

Primary schools manage the annual Year 6 to 7 transition into high school
process using the Department's online enrolment system.

High school enrolment

We will be holding an information session to support parents. More information will be sent to Year 6 parents soon. Please
ensure you notify the school if you have changed address, so we ensure the correct high school placement.
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Attendance

Regular attendance has countless benefits for your child’s learning and development. Parents play an import ant role in
ensuring students get to school every day. Your child should attend school every day he/she is well. Please ensure you
explain absences when you receive the school bytes text. If you have any issues or require support with attendance,
please contact us. We are here to help.

School attendance - information for parents

What you can do

Building positive attendance habits

You can help build positive attendance habits by:

helping your child learn the importance of punctuality and routine
making sure your child arrives on time from the start of the school day, ready to take part

reducing disruption to learning where you can, by planning any necessary appointments
outside of school time

contacting your school to explain any absences (within 7 days of the first day of any absence)
making sure any holidays or medical appointments are taken outside school hours

working with the school to encourage and support regular attendance.
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Harmony Day 2025

Each year at Epping Heights P.S., we celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity through Harmony Day. Our
school values inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for all Australians, from the traditional
owners of the land to those who have come from many countries around the world.

Date: Friday, 21% March 2025
Wear: traditional dress or the colour orange
Events:

1. 9:05-12:30pm - Class and buddy activities

2. 12:30-1:15pm - Family picnic
Families are invited to have a picnic lunch with students. Parents are encouraged to wear
traditional dress or the colour orange. You are welcome to bring a picnic blanket and some
cultural food to share with your child. Please collect your child from their classes at 12:30pm and
move to the Front Oval, COLA or Back Oval. MNote: the Top Court will be used for student-only

play.
Allergies: Many students at our school are allergic to a vanety of food items which can have serious and
sometimes life-threatening consequences. To protect the health of all students, we ask that children

ONLY eat food prepared by their own parents. While we appreciate the kind gesture, please do not offer
or share food with other children.

3. 1:20pm - P&C Cultural Concert in the school hall.

We look forward to celebrating this special day with you and our school community.

Miss Goh, Miss Moore, Ms Harding Ms Megan Bridekirk
EAL/D teachers Principal




“_;2/.‘ -
//‘-

=SS o S /

Our school’s a place of caring and sharing.
Helping each other day by day.

Working so hard for a better life,

We’re working so hard in every way.

In a world that’s rapidly changing,

Let’s not forget us here.

We’'re the people who make the future, if
we really care.

Epping Heights is caring and sharing,
Helping each other day by day.
Working so hard for a better life,
We’re working so hard in every way,.
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Advance Australia Fair
Australians all let us rejoice, = Beneath our radiant Southern Cross
For we are one and free; e We'll toil with hearts and hands;

We've golden soil and wealth for To make this Commonwealth of ours
toil; Renowned of all the lands;

Our home is qirt by sea; For those who’ve come across the
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts seas

Of beauty rich and rare; @ We've boundless plains to share;

In history’s page, let every stage With courage let us all combine To
Advance Australia Fair. Advance Australia Fair.

In joyful strains then let us sing, In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair. Advance Australia Farr.
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Principals Awards

Zara 2/3T

Merit Awards

Cadel 1A Kian 3S
Bianca 1A Dhriti 4/5L
Ellie 1A Hayden 4/5L
Lennard 1A lan 4/5L
Fedor 1C Hadia 4/5L
James 1C Andrew 4EB
Anna 1C Matias 4EB
Dylan 1C Phoebe 4EB
Ethan 2B Haraen 4EB
Leo 2B Sean 5BP
Nomin 2B Abdullah 5BP
Leah 2B Devangi 5BP
Rick 2B Chloe 5BP
Chloe 3/4K Olivia 5G
Seth 3/4K Tammy 5G
Jonathan 3/4K Scarlett 5G
Sailesh 3/4K Ella 5G
Thomas 3S Chloe 5G
Valerie 3S Madeline 6D
TJ 3S Eliana 6D

lan 6D
Hayden 6D
Nicholas 6SH
Sam 6SH
Helen 6SH
Afraz 6SH
Chloe K/1S
Martha K/1S
Riyaan K/1S
Hayden K/1S
Skandah KM
Sophie KM
Javen KM
Inayah KM
Yujin KZ
Jeff KZ

Ellie KZ
Kiara KZ



Swimming Carnival

On Thursday 20t February, students from Years 2-6 attended the Swimming Carnival at Macquarie University Sports and
Aquatic Centre.

Thank you to all the competitors for participating in the races. We hope you enjoyed swimming.

The house captains led the war cries with the other Year 6 students. We would like to thank the helpers that led the war
cries while the house captains were racing. We enjoyed the kiosk with all the delicious food and kind staff.

We are delighted and grateful for the parent volunteers who were helping us and organising the day. We couldn't have
successfully completed the carnival without the parent helpers and our teachers.

Written by the EHPS 2025 House Captains
Freeman - Jackson and Daeun

Bradman - Darun and Karyn

Laver - Hannah and Danny

Thorpe - Siddhi and Arietta




EPPING HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL
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Dear EHPS Parents and Carers,

We hope all the students have settled in well back at school with their friends and families have once again eased into to
their respective routines.

It was a pleasure for the Committee to see the EHPS parents in their child’s Meet the Teacher sessions that took place
this week. We have an exciting year planned and we look forward to having each one of you take part in the activities.

Feel free to reach out to us at ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com.
Sincerely yours,

EHPS P&C Committee

Join the WhatsApp Broadcast Channel

This is a reminder to join the EHPS WhatsApp Broadcast Channel that includes announcements and important reminders.
Please join by using the QR code or the link provided below.
https://chat.whatsapp.com/J9km9rXzL H7ArFeojpiFFB

Sign up to be a Class Parent

'd
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Parents are invited to take on the role of Class Parent. Tis can be shared between two parents. This role mainly facilitates
the WhatsApp communication and serves as a link between the Teacher, P&C, and Parents.
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Your participation in the School Class Parent Network will streamline communication and strengthen our school
community.

The Class Parents will be guided and supported by the P&C Class Parents Coordinator and the rest of the Committee
Members to ensure that all questions are attended to and the relevant assistance required has been met.

For any queries, you may reach out to the P&C Class Parent Coordinator at naila.abbasi06@gmail.com

Uniform Shop

The Uniform Shop has recently offered the sale of Second-hand Uniform items to now be made available to order via
email.

Orders can be done by sending an email to eppingheights.uniformshop@gmail.com
Please include the following information when ordering:

- Child’s name and Class
- ltems, their quantity, and with the required size

Example: Summer Dress Size 10 - 2 pcs
The Parent Volunteers will then check stock availability and pack the orders to be sent to your child in class.
Payments are made on Qkr within 5 business days upon receipt and acceptance of the items.
Pay via Qkr! > Uniform Shop > 10U
Please note that second-hand sale items cannot be exchanged or returned once accepted and paid.
For further questions, you may email the Uniform Shop in the email address above.
Volunteer Appreciation

Special thanks to Xin and Jennifer for spearheading this wonderful initiative to further serve the school community.

Lunch Service

Vebnioersneeded

School Lunch Service (¥ /A
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We also urge more parents to volunteer at the Lunch Service. It is a great place to make new friends while giving back to
the community. Children of parents who volunteer at the canteen will receive a complimentary Ice Block on the
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same day! Kindly consider signing up for a service that aligns with your schedule, allowing you to witness the joy in your
child's eyes as they spot you at the school canteen and walk away with a free snack!

Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10C084FADAB2CA1F4C07-55022515-2025

If you have a Kindergarten student, you will be able access to this service for lunch orders from Term 1 Week 6 (3
March)

P&C Available Roles

The P&C Executive Team is committed to serve the school community. We are welcoming members for the following
roles:

Secretary

- Prepares the meeting agenda with the help of the rest of the Executive Team
- Responsible for the minutes of the P&C meetings
- Manages information such as P&C records and documents, volunteer lists, etc.

Fundraising Coordinator

- Help in leading the fundraising initiatives
- Coordination with parent volunteers and relevant suppliers
- Sharing an update on the fundraising activity at meetings

The new members will be guided and supported by the P&C Executive Team, no particular experience is required, only
a genuine desire to help make the school better for the students and serve the school community.

For any questions or application to the roles mentioned above, please email ehps.p.n.c@gmail.com.
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