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Exploring my 

at DCS in 2026! 
Welcome Addi, Denea, Ella, Jack, Lachie, Leo, 

Reggie, River and Tawhiri!  We had a great 

morning last week getting to know our 2026 

Kindergarten class, and look forward to 

seeing their faces for the next few Thursdays 

as part of our Earlybirds Transition program. 
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Welcome to Week 4, Term 4! 

Earlybirds: Last week we welcomed new students and families for DCS’s Kindergarten 2026 Class.  It was wonderful to meet 
the families at our Orientation BBQ, and then welcome students back the following morning. Thank you to Mrs Shephard for 
organising the evening and Mr Kline for cooking the BBQ. The Earlybirds will join us for the next three Thursdays as they 
learn the routines and become familiar with 'big school'.  

Uniform: I would like to remind families of the importance we place on school uniform.  The wearing of uniform means all 

students are seen as both equal, and part of one group.  In addition, uniforms make students easily recognisable and 
identifiable, which is an important safety feature at school and in the community.  There are a number of students who are 
coming to school with shorts, socks and shoes that are not part of our uniform, and I would like to encourage parents and 
students to ensure they wear the correct uniform every day.  Please see the uniform page in this newsletter for a reminder 
of the requirements.  

Year 6 in to Year 7 Transition Program: Next Tuesday, 11th November is the beginning of our Year 6 into Year 7 Transition 
Program.  We will be holding an information evening and BBQ for current Year 6 students and their families to give 
information about the program and a chance to meet their Year Advisor.  I am pleased to announce that Ms Lisa McDonald 
will be the Year Advisor for Year 7 in 2026.  Ms McDonald is currently on maternity leave but has kindly offered to come to 
the information evening to meet families and answer any questions. The information evening will be followed by two days of 
orientation activities aimed at familiarising students with the secondary routines.  

Website: The Department of Education is in the process of rolling out new websites for all schools, and our new website will 
go live in the next couple of weeks.  Mrs Tanya Kline is doing lots of work in the background to ensure the information and 
images presented on the website showcase the wonderful opportunities and environment offered by our school, and I look 
forward to welcoming visitors to the site soon.  

Production: Preparations for our production “The Road To The Greatest Show” are in full swing!  Class groups are busy 
refining performances and gathering costumes and props, and we can’t wait to welcome our community to the event.  There 
will be a Matinee Performance on Wednesday, 26th November at 12.30pm (gold coin donation at the door) and an Evening 
Performance on Thursday, 27th November at 6.30pm.  Tickets for the evening performance are now available at the Front 
Office: $10 per adult and $5 per child.  

HSC Exams: This week marks the end of the HSC exams for our Year 12 Class of 2025. We wish all of them the very best for 
their future endeavours - it has been a pleasure to watch them grow into mature young adults.  

Farewell: I would like to say farewell and thank you to Janelle Curtis who has been a part of our school community for many 
years, both as an SLSO and part of the cleaning and maintenance team.  We wish you all the best for the future, Janelle!  

Have a great fortnight! 

Mrs Cathy Gallagher 
Relieving Principal 

The end of term is fast approaching!  Please could 

all perpetual trophies be returned to the Front 

Office as soon as possible. 
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TERM 4 WEEK 4 

Tuesday, 4th—Thursday, 6th November 

• Farm Vehicle Safety Course—Dubbo 

Thursday, 6th November 

• HSC exam: CAFS (1.55pm-5pm) 

• Earlybirds—1/2 day (9am-1pm) 

Friday. 7th November 

• HSC exam: Food Technology (1.55pm-5pm) 

• Blackstock-Clarke Shield—Squash—Parkes (Primary) 

 

TERM 4 WEEK 5 

 

Monday, 10th November 

• Whole School Merit Assembly—11am, all welcome 

Tuesday. 11th November 

• Remembrance Day—Cenotaph Service 11am 

• Year 6 into Year 7 Transition parent information session—
from 5.30pm 

Wednesday, 12th November 

• Year 6 into Year 7 Transition Day 

Thursday, 13th November 

• Earlybirds—Full day 

• St George Dragons visit—Years 3-6 

• P&C Meeting—6.30pm Sports Club.  All welcome! 

 

TERM 4 WEEK 6 

Monday, 17th November 

• White Card training day—Years 9-11 

Tuesday, 18th November 

• Year 10 Deportment Day 

Wednesday, 19th November 

• Year 6 into Year 7 Transition Day 

Thursday, 20th November 

• Earlybirds—Full day 

Friday, 21st November 

• League Tag: K-2 and St Michael’s 

TERM 4 WEEK 7 

Wednesday, 26th November 

• Matinee Performance, 12.30pm 

Thursday, 27th November 

• Night Performance, 6.30pm 

 

TERM 4 WEEK 8 

All week: Infants Intensive 
Swimming 

All week: Shearing School 

Wednesday, 3rd December 

• Primary CPR—Year 5/6 

 

TERM 4 WEEK 9 

All week: Infants Intensive Swimming 

Thursday, 11th December 

• Year 6 Graduation—9am, School Hall 

• Year 6 Big Day Out—Dubbo Aquatic Leisure Centre 

 

TERM 4 WEEK 10 

Monday, 15th December 

• SRC Day Out 

Tuesday, 16th December 

• Award Night 

Wednesday, 17th December 

• Transition Disco—Primary from 
6pm, Secondary from 7.30pm 

Friday, 19th December 

• Last day of term for students and 
staff 
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Year 9 Production 

The Year 9 production is fast approaching in Week 7, and excitement is building as students finalise their preparations. All 
students are reminded to begin sourcing their costumes, which consist of a long-sleeve black shirt and long black pants or 
tights. To ensure they feel confident and performance-ready, please encourage your child to review the dance demonstration 
clip available in Google Classroom. If you require any assistance with acquiring the clothing, please don’t hesitate to reach out 
— we’re more than happy to help ensure every student can take part fully. 

Year 7 Music 

This term in Music, Year 7 students are rocking out as they explore the impact of rock music over the past 80 years. The unit 
has sparked great enthusiasm, with students delving into iconic artists, styles and the evolution of the genre. They are now 
rehearsing for their final assessment, a “Battle of the Bands” performance where each group will cover a popular rock song of 
their choice. All students have successfully formed bands and are diligently practising their individual parts to bring their 
group’s performance to life. 

Year 8 Maths 

Year 8 students are currently working through the Linear Relationships unit, developing their understanding of how equations 
and graphs connect. With the Year 8 Mathematics Exam scheduled for Week 5, it’s important that students keep up to date 
with classwork and attend catch-up sessions if they have missed any lessons. Regularly reviewing notes, practising questions 
and completing assigned tasks will help consolidate their learning and ensure they are well prepared for 
the upcoming assessment. 

Year 8 Visual Arts 

Year 8 students are currently immersed in an Indigenous Art unit, 
exploring a range of traditional and contemporary techniques used by 
Indigenous artists to share stories, culture and connection to Country. 
Students are now completing their own artworks that tell a personal 
story, incorporating authentic Indigenous-inspired techniques such as 
dot painting, patterning and symbolic design. The results so far are 
looking fantastic, with students showing great focus and attention to 
detail as they refine the more detailed elements of their work. 

Year 9 Mathematics 

This term, Year 9 students are focusing on Probability and Statistics, learning how to interpret data, calculate probabilities and 
make informed conclusions based on evidence. They’ve been developing their analytical and problem-solving skills through 
practical investigations and real-world examples. With the Mathematics Exam taking place in Week 5, students are encouraged 
to revise key concepts regularly, seek clarification when needed and stay engaged in class activities to ensure they feel 
confident and well prepared for the assessment. 

This artwork was 

a journey telling a 

story about men 

sitting around a 

fire and having a 

yarn. They have 

seen a few 

kangaroo tracks 

along the roads 

and are keen to 

hunt them. 

Henry Brougham 
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Year 7/8 English 

Students have been exploring our film unit, focusing on the work of acclaimed 
director Steven Spielberg. They’ve been uncovering the techniques filmmakers 
use to create emotional impact on screen — and discovering that bringing these 
feelings to life is truly an artform in itself. 

Year 9/10 English 

Students have also been exploring a unit on film focusing on the inspiring work 
of actor Robin Williams. They’ve been studying the film techniques and 
storytelling choices that help create mood and emotion, bringing powerful 
moments to life on screen. 

Year 9 History 

Students have been exploring a unit titled ‘Making a Nation’, which 
investigates how Australia became the nation it is today. They are currently 
delving into Australia’s path to Federation, uncovering the reasons, 
challenges and achievements that defined this important chapter in our 
history. 

Year 10 History 

Year 10 students are continuing their study of the Holocaust, 
focusing on the concentration camps — their purpose, operation 
and the horrific conditions that claimed so many lives during World 
War II. This unit encourages students to reflect deeply on human 
rights, empathy and the importance of historical understanding. 
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Skillset Interviews 

On Monday October 20th, Year 10 sat independent interviews with representatives 
from Skillset Mudgee. This opportunity allowed students to prepare their resume, a 
cover letter and answer interview questions for a chosen job in a formal setting. 
Congratulations to Oscar Christensen who “got the job”, Brayden Stanford who was 
placed second and Jackson Green for his highly commended responses. Very special 
thanks to Nicole and Libbie for conducting the interviews! 

MURHH Rural Health Careers Outreach Trip 

Last Tuesday we had Macquarie University Rural Health Hub visit our school and 
deliver health career awareness workshops with our students in years 9-11. The 
session introduced students to career pathways in medicine, nursing and Allied Health through interactive, hands-on 
activities that simulate aspects of healthcare education. Students rotated in small groups and were offered a chance to ask 
questions directly to current university health students. Thanks to Rosie and the MURHH team for the fantastic opportunity 
they provided our students in this outreach initiative; it really inspired our students and informed those who may be 
considering a future in healthcare. 
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Upper Hunter Beef Bonanza (23-26 
October 2025) 

Year 9 Ag students, Indigo Bailey, Ivy Gale, Ella Parkins and Annalise 
Stanford, travelled to White Park in Scone for Australia’s Largest Youth 
Livestock event, the Upper Hunter Beef Bonanza. 

This opportunity was thanks to Damien and Alison from HY Angus who kindly 
donated a steer to the school in July that the students prepped, fattened and 
named Fergus. Peak Hill Central School kindly assisted us with the transport 
of Fergus to Scone and we are so very thankful to Nathan Leach for his 
ongoing help throughout the show! 

We would like to say a HUGE thank you to Toni Dwyer for raising a substantial amount in 100 
Club ticket sales that contributed towards the excursion. In addition, thank you Justine 
Parkins for accompanying us during the 4 days in Scone and for being supportive in every 
possible way.  We sincerely appreciated your presence, Justine! 

The girls had a jam-packed schedule where they participated in a Paraders workshop, 
industry demonstrations, education sessions, the school shoot out, interactive unled judging 
at Scone Saleyards, Paraders and Junior Judging competitions and our main event, the Led 
Steer. 

We were absolutely thrilled to come away with Reserve Champion Lightweight 
Led Steer after receiving first in the class, and congratulations Indigo Bailey who 
was awarded 3rd place in her 15 Years Paraders class. 

The girls were an absolute 
delight to take away; they 
worked hard, both 
individually and as a team, 
and showed great support for 
each other.  They deserve to 
be extremely proud of their 
achievements. 
Congratulations! 
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Charles Sturt University Visit 

Last Wednesday Charles Sturt University presented to students from Year 9 
to Year 11 in the library. The workshops aimed to raise aspirations and 
excitement, and to widen the participation for all students considering 
studying at university. This increased students’ exposure to diverse careers 
and courses, encouraging them to make informed decisions about their 
future educational and vocational paths. Thanks to Lily and the team from 
CSU for visiting us again. 

Civil Construction Pathways Program 

On Thursday and Friday last week, self-nominated students from 
Year 9 to Year 11 experienced a Civil Construction Pathways 
Program developed by Regional Industry Education Partnerships 
(RIEP). Students attended a free 2-day course, providing an 
insight into civil construction and renewable energy projects. On 
the first day, students participated in practical activities and 
skills training at SKIVL Workplace Training in Dubbo.  They were 
given a guided tour of Bodangora Wind Farm on the second day. 
Thanks to Mr James Lukeman and Miss Georgia Price for 
accompanying students on these excursions. 

Coming Up 

• Farm Vehicle Safety Course Year 10/11 students at 
Dubbo TAFE, 4th-6th November. 

• White Card Course for interested students - 17th 
November (cost: $30). 

• Year 10 Deportment Day—18th November. 

• Shearing School— 1st-5th December. 
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Wishing you all the best for a 
fabulous birthday! 

Sol Westh-dry 6th November Year 3/4 

Bec Toohey 11th November Staff 

Shyloh Watton Hogden 12th November Year 11 

Alexia Hughes 14th November Year 9 

Emily Barwick 14th November K/1 

Mason Ryan 15th November Year 5/6 

Brodie Ryan 15th November Year 5/6 
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Click here to register 

Afternoon pottery 

classes will now be 

held on Thursdays. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/online-free-teaching-your-teenager-to-drive-parent-evening-australia-tickets-1731930473669?aff=oddtdtcreator
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