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Introduction 
 
This booklet is to assist Year 10 students in their selection of subjects / courses for Year 11 2027. Not all courses 
in this booklet will attract sufficient students to run. The final decision on the Year 11 Curriculum will be made 
with regard to: 
 

a) The number of students selecting each course 
b) Timetabling considerations 
c) Specialist room availability. 

 
Note: Students electing to undertake courses of study at TAFE need to be aware that they will miss some 
timetabled lessons at school. It is the responsibility of students to catch up on missed work. 
 

 
 

Support Staff 
 

Head Teacher Stage 6: Ms Adamou 

Year 11 Advisers 2027: Mr Lawrence & Mr Lamont 

Careers Adviser: Mrs Arroyo & Mr Moss 

Counsellors: Ms Kim, Ms Montefiore & Mr McAdam 

Head Teachers: English - Mr Henry & Ms Campbell 

 Mathematics - Ms Bowen & Ms Iacona 

 Science - Mrs Siratkov 

 HSIE - Mr Hartman & Mr Fernandez 

 CAPA - Ms Holt (rel) 

 Languages - Ms Arkins 

 PDHPE - Mr Perry & Ms Morgan 

 TAS - Mrs Robinson & Mr Meredith (rel) 

 VET - Mrs Robinson 

 TVET - Mrs Arroyo 

 
 

This handbook is available online at 
https://cths.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

Learning and Support, Stage 6 

https://cths.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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This handbook is a helpful guide for students and parents to navigate the Higher School 
Certificate process. It contains important information about HSC rules and procedures, as well 
as essential details about each subject and course. It is recommended that students read the 
handbook carefully and keep it as a reference for future use. Although the school provides 
accurate advice, it is the responsibility of each student to understand the implications of 
their subject choices. 
 
The Higher School Certificate (HSC) can provide students with numerous opportunities to 
shape their future. It leads many students to tertiary education, fulfilling employment, and the 

beginning of adulthood. When selecting subjects, students should reflect on their goals, interests, abilities, and 
potential career paths to make informed decisions. 
 
CTHS offers a wide range of subjects and courses to cater to the diverse needs, interests, and abilities of its 
students. Students can choose to study courses entirely at school or combine them with TAFE, industry, or 
university courses to maximize their learning potential. This booklet contains information about these 
opportunities, as well as: 
 

• The rules governing the award of the Higher School Certificate in NSW 
• Information on study requirements and assessment 
• Information regarding the ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank) 
• An overview of all courses offered. This information will help students make informed decisions about the 

subjects and courses they wish to study. 
 
The introduction provides a summary of the senior program, whereas the course descriptors focus specifically on 
the Year 11 stage. Assessment guidelines and regulations will be outlined in a separate Year 11 Assessment 
Booklet. A separate Year 12 Assessment Handbook, containing comprehensive details of assessment schedules 
and examination regulations, will be provided for HSC course students. 
 
Senior studies require an independent and mature approach from students, as they need to meet their own, their 
parents', and the school's expectations, along with the HSC rules set by the NSW Education Standards Authority 
(NESA). Students may enjoy a more flexible timetable than in junior school, depending on their pattern of study, 
with different start and finish times for the school day. They may also have to travel to TAFE or workplace 
learning situations. To register their attendance, Year 12 students use a finger scan system and receive messages 
either via the Daily News, Canvas or email. 
 
Our school offers a wide range of courses taught by experienced teachers who are dedicated to helping each 
student achieve their full potential. However, it's important for students to remember that they will only reap the 
benefits of their senior studies if they put in the necessary effort. We encourage senior students to make use of 
the library or the Year 12 senior student study (located in room E2.15) for private preparation and study. This will 
help them develop the skills needed for independent study and self-responsibility, which are crucial for success at 
the senior level. 
 
All senior students hold an important position as role models within the school. Like every other student, they are 
expected to maintain good behaviour and follow the School Discipline and Welfare Codes. Seniors have various 
opportunities to get involved in organising and managing activities within the school, and I urge every student to 
participate actively in keeping up the remarkable traditions for which our senior students are well known. 
 
Mr Matt Townsend 
Principal 
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Rules and Information for the Award of the Higher School 
Certificate (HSC) 
 

Year 11 and HSC Study 
Year 11 studies are undertaken in Year 11 for three terms. The HSC studies which follow, begin in Term 4 of that 
year and continue until the HSC examinations in October / November of the following year. Satisfactory 
completion of Year 11 courses is required before commencing the corresponding HSC course level. 
 

Subjects and Courses 
A subject is the general name given to an area of study that may have different courses within it. Generally, only 
one course can be studied in any one subject area. 
 

How are Specific Courses Organised? 
• All courses offered for the HSC have a unit value. Most courses offered in Year 11 and HSC programs are 2 

units, studied at home for four hours per week and have a value of 100 marks 
 

• Extension studies build on the content of a 2 unit course and carry an additional one unit value (50 marks) 
and mostly commence in Year 12. One unit equates to approximately two hours home study per week 
with a mark value of 50. Extension courses are available in English, Mathematics, History, Music, Science 
and some Languages 

 
• English and Mathematics Extension courses are available at Year 11 and HSC levels. Students must study 

the Year 11 Extension course (Extension 1) in these subjects before proceeding to the additional HSC 
Extension courses (Extension 2). Extension 2 requires students to work beyond the standard expected in 
Extension 1 

 
• There are a number of 1 unit NESA Endorsed Courses which do not count in the calculation of the 

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 
 

What Types of Courses are Available in the HSC? 
1. NESA Developed Courses 

The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) develops these courses and they make up most of those 
offered. All students who study these courses follow a set syllabus, which is examined externally. These 
are the only courses that can be included in the calculation of the ATAR. 

 
2. NESA Endorsed 

A) Content Endorsed Courses (CEC) 
CEC’s have syllabi endorsed by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) to cater for areas of 
special interest not covered in NESA Developed Courses. If the content of a course is endorsed, but not 
developed by NESA, it will count towards the HSC, but it will not contribute to the calculation of the ATAR. 

 
3. Stage 6 VET Industry Curriculum Framework (Framework) 

Syllabuses developed by NESA to provide students with the opportunity to gain industry recognised 
national vocational qualifications (Certificate or Statement of Attainment) under the AQF as part of their 
HSC. Courses within a Framework count as Board Developed unit credit for the HSC and include an 
optional HSC exam which provides the opportunity for students to have this HSC exam mark contribute to 
the calculation of their ATAR. 

 
4. VET Board Endorsed Courses (VET BEC) 

A course endorsed by NESA that is based on an AQF VET qualification in industry areas not covered by 
Board Developed Framework courses. VET BECs count as Board Endorsed unit credit for the HSC, but do 
not contribute towards an ATAR. 
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5. VET Work Placement 
A period of unpaid work with an employer undertaken by VET students in order to satisfy the 
requirements of a course or qualification, with supervision provided by the employer, the training 
provider or both. Foe NESA VET courses, work placement may be mandatory, recommended or not 
required. 

 
6. Life Skills Courses as Part of a Special Program of Studies 

These courses are designed for students who have completed a Special Education Program of Study in 
Stage 5 and participation will be based upon an individual transition-planning process for both the Year 11 
and HSC years. 

 

What is a RoSA? 
The RoSA is a cumulative record of achievement that includes a student’s record of academic achievement up 
until the date they leave school. 
 
The RoSA records (where applicable): 
 

• Completed Stage 5 (Year 10) courses and grades 
• Completed Preliminary Stage 6 (Year 11) courses and grades 
• HSC (Year 12) results 
• Any uncompleted Preliminary Stage 6 courses or HSC courses. 

 
The RoSA is useful to students leaving school before completing the HSC because they can show it to potential 
employers or places of further learning. 
 
Students who have not met the HSC minimum standard to receive their HSC, can still receive a RoSA. 
 
To be eligible for a RoSA, students must have: 
 

• Completed the mandatory curriculum requirements for Years 7 to 10 
• Completed courses of study that satisfy NESA's curriculum and assessment requirements for the RoSA 
• Left the schooling system after completing Year 10 but before completing the HSC 
• Complied with the requirements from the Education Act 

 
Students are not eligible for a RoSA if they: 
 

• Leave school before finishing Year 10 
• Leave after Year 10 without meeting RoSA eligibility requirements. 

 
These students will be issued with a Transcript of Study. 
 
The Transcript of Study contains the same information as the RoSA for any courses satisfactorily completed. 
 

 
 
 
 
.

For details of the courses and extensions on offer for student selection at Cherrybrook Technology High 
School next year, see the course descriptions commencing on page 19. 

The deadline for entering your subject preferences via the Internet is 5pm, Sunday 26 July. 
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HSC Study Requirements and Assessment 
 

Are There any Restrictions on Study for the HSC? 
 

• English is the only compulsory subject 
• No more than 7 units of Science courses can be counted 
• You must satisfactorily complete the Year 11 course before you can start the corresponding HSC course. 

 

Are there Restrictions on Studying Courses in Combination? 
In general, students may not study two Board Developed courses in one subject area. For example, you cannot 
study ‘Industrial Technology - Multimedia Industry’ and ‘Industrial Technology Timber Products and Furniture 
Industry’ or Mathematics Standard and Mathematics Advanced together. Some key variations are listed below: 
 

Science 
In the Year 11 year, students may study one, two or three of a combination of Biology, Chemistry, Earth and 
Environmental Science, Physics or Investigating Science. Students who decide to take three Science courses are 
strongly recommended to include Investigating Science. The study of a 2 unit Science course may allow a student 
to undertake the Science Extension course (1 unit). 
 

Languages 
Students need to meet specific eligibility criteria for all types of Stage 6 language courses. ‘Beginners’ students 
have no prior spoken or written knowledge or experience of the language, or their experience is derived solely 
from, or is equivalent to, the study of the language for 100 hours or less in Stage 4 or Stage 5. ‘Continuers’ 
students have studied for 200-400 hours by the commencement of Stage 6. ‘In Context’ students typically have 
been brought up in a home where the language is used and they have a connection to that culture. They have 
received all or most of their formal education in schools where English (or another language different from the 
language of the course) is the medium of instruction. Students may have undertaken some study of the language 
in a community, primary and/or secondary school in Australia. Students may have had formal education in a 
school where the language is the medium of instruction up to the age of 10 and Literature students have a 
cultural and linguistic background in the language. 
 

What is Assessment? 
Assessment is the process of identifying, gathering and interpreting information about a student’s learning. The 
key purpose of assessment is to provide information on student achievement and progress in each course, in 
relation to the syllabus standards and to report on the standard of performance attained at the end of the course. 
 
The feedback given to students and parents is a valuable source of information on the effectiveness of student 
work practices and the appropriateness of course selections. NESA dictates that all students are expected to 
complete all assessment tasks. Students must make a genuine attempt if they are to be deemed as satisfactorily 
completing the Preliminary HSC course requirements. 
 
How will the Year 11 HSC courses be Assessed? 
Eligible students who leave school before receiving their Higher School Certificate (HSC) will receive the NSW 
Record of School Achievement (RoSA). The RoSA is a cumulative credential in that it allows students to 
accumulate their academic results until they leave school.  
 
The RoSA lists all mandatory and additional Stage 5 and, where applicable, Stage 6 courses completed by the 
student, along with the grade awarded. The RoSA credential also lists any courses commenced but not completed 
and the date of leaving school. NESA issues the formal RoSA credential to students who satisfy the eligibility 
requirements when they leave school. 
 
School leavers who are not eligible for the RoSA will receive a Transcript of Study. 
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How will the HSC be Assessed? 
 
The HSC Award 
On completion of the HSC, you will receive a: 
 

• The HSC testamur 
• A Record of School Achievement and 
• Individual course reports summarising examination and school assessment performance for each course. 

 
The HSC mark received by each student will be a 50:50 combination of an external examination and school-based 
assessment marks. 
 
The internal school-based assessment mark summarises the student’s performance in assessment tasks set and 
marked by the school. This mark will be moderated using HSC examination results. 
 
The external examination mark is that gained by the student in examinations set and marked by the NSW 
Education Standards Authority (NESA). 
 
The HSC assesses students against standards of achievement set for each course. Students will benefit from the 
use of a standards-referenced approach to the HSC as: 
 

• The marks the students gain in a subject will be aligned with descriptions of what they know, understand 
and can do 

• Marks will reflect the standards actually achieved by students rather than just indicating a position in a 
predetermined distribution 

• There will be meaningful and detailed reports with clear descriptions of the different standards of 
performance 

• Students who meet or exceed the minimum standard of performance expected will receive a mark of 50 
or more. 

 

Requesting a Leave of Absence During the School Term 
Regular attendance at school for every student is essential if students are to achieve their potential and increase 
their career and life options. Schools in partnership with parents are responsible for promoting the regular 
attendance of students. Parents must ensure students attend every day the school is open for instruction (NSW 
Department of Education School Attendance Policy 2024). 
 
Poor attendance and unsatisfactory progress are closely linked. Attendance in each course needs to meet 
satisfactory levels in order to complete course outcomes satisfactorily. Where attendance and/or course outcome 
completion are of concern, the student will be notified in writing and a letter will be sent home. This will be the 
first official warning that the student may be withdrawn from that course if the completion of outcomes do not 
improve. A second letter will be a final warning and may require a parent/guardian interview. Continued 
unsatisfactory progress will result in the student being withdrawn from the course. This may result in failure to 
complete the required courses for the award of the year 11 RoSA. 
 
Parents are notified via email fortnightly concerning their child’s unexplained absences requesting a reason to be 
provided to the school to justify these absences. 
 
Holidays should only be booked during school breaks. Students should be at school every day during school term, 
from beginning to end because assessment tasks can and often are, scheduled any time during the term. Missing 
a day here or there may not seem like much, but absences add up. Everyday matters and we are here to support 
all students in attending and engaging with their learning every day of the term. There’s about 200 days in a 
school year.  When your child misses one day a week over a year, that’s 40 days of school, 8 weeks of lessons and 
2.5 years over their school life lost. 
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Approval for an Application for Extended Leave - Travel will only be determined according to the best interests of 
the student and course cohort, while also ensuring the integrity of any assessment task is maintained. Travel is 
normally not approved for students during term dates. 
 
Patterns of absence when connected to assessment and/ or examination dates will run the risk of being 
considered as malpractice. Parent condoned absences from school to complete or prepare for an assessment task 
or examination will not be considered a valid absence and may be deemed as providing an unfair advantage. 
 

Procedures for Changing Subjects, Courses or Programs 
 

Accumulation (Pathways) 
Students may accumulate their HSC over a period of up to five years (commencing the year you sit your first HSC 
course examination). Year 11 courses may also be attempted over this period. However, you should be aware 
that school timetabling constraints may make some combinations of Year 11 and HSC courses unavailable. 
 

Changes in the Year 11 Courses 
In the Year 11 program, if a student wishes to change a subject they must apply via a subject change request form 
to the Head Teacher Stage 6 within the first two weeks of Term 1. Students may only change subjects after this 
time if the relevant Head Teacher KLA permits the change. After April any change of subject can only occur if the 
Principal deems that it is possible for them to complete the new Year 11 course before commencing the HSC 
course. Students undertaking a Saturday School and/or TAFE subject and wishing to withdraw from a subject 
delivered at school must prove their commitment to continuing with their external subject by showing a diligent 
attendance record and the satisfactory completion of their course requirements via the submission of a progress 
report, as part of the application process. 
 

Changes in HSC Courses 
Students studying a HSC course may not change subjects or courses unless the Principal is satisfied that they have 
satisfactorily completed the Year 11 component (or equivalent) of the course they wish to enter and will be able 
to complete all HSC requirements, including assessment. 
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Satisfactory Completion of Courses 
 

HSC: All My Own Work 
To obtain a HSC all students must also complete the compulsory NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) unit 
called ‘HSC: All My Own Work’. This is a computer-based unit (comprised of five modules) that takes 
approximately two hours to complete and will be undertaken at the end of Year 10. This requirement must be 
met before students submit any work for the Year 11 and HSC courses. The purpose of the unit is to gain an 
understanding of the principles and practices of good scholarship. 
 
To receive a result in any course, students must satisfactorily study that course by: 
 

• Following the course developed or endorsed by NESA and  
• Applying diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks provided in the course by the school and 
• Achieve the minimum course outcomes. 

 
The Principal must give written warnings with sufficient time to allow you to correct any problems regarding your 
achievement, application or completion of courses. If the Principal does not certify the satisfactory completion of 
a course, you will receive no results in that course. 
 
You have the right to appeal to NESA against the Principal's decision. If you choose to do so, the Principal is 
obliged to explain the appeal mechanism to you. 
 
In the case of Extension courses, failure to meet the assessment requirements for the 2 unit course will mean no 
result in the course at all will be gained by the student. In the case of NESA Endorsed Courses, students need to 
meet the minimum assessment requirements endorsed by NESA. 
 

Submitted Works, Practical and Oral/Aural Examinations 
Students need to undertake a variety of practical examinations and/or submit works, projects etc, in addition to 
the written Higher School Certificate examination when attempting any of the following HSC courses: Aboriginal 
Studies, Visual Arts, Music, Languages, Society and Culture, Dance, Drama, Design and Technology, Industrial 
Technology, Textiles and Design, English Extension 2 and Science Extension. 
 
Students are required to certify that any submitted work is their own. Class teachers and the Principal must 
certify that it has been done under the teacher's supervision. If they cannot authenticate the work, you may not 
be awarded marks for it. 
 
If a student is repeating HSC courses where major works or projects are required, they may not submit any major 
works or projects commenced outside of the current year of study. 
 
The practical and oral/Aural examinations for Drama, Dance, Music and Languages are held in Term 3 of the HSC 
year. These examinations are held separately from the written examinations. They may also be held at a different 
venue from that used for the written examinations. 
 
Works submitted for marking in HSC Visual Arts, Society and Culture, Design and Technology, Industrial 
Technology, Textiles and Design, English Extension 2, Science Extension and Aboriginal Studies will also be 
required to be completed in Term 3. 
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HSC Nesa Developed Courses to be Examined In 2028 
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Vocational Education and Training 
 

NESA Developed Courses Available at CTHS and Local TAFE 
Colleges 
 

Subject Course Extension 
VET Curriculum Frameworks - offered at 
CTHS 

  

Hospitality - Food & Beverage 
Hospitality - Kitchen Operations 

Hospitality (120 hours) 
 
Hospitality (240 hours) 

Hospitality Extension (60 hours) 

   
VET Curriculum Frameworks - offered at 
local TAFE Colleges 

  

Business Services Hornsby, Meadowbank  
Electrotechnology Hornsby, Meadowbank  
Retail Services Meadowbank  
Tourism / Events Hornsby, Ryde  
Human Services (Nursing) Meadowbank, St 

Leonards 
 

Information & Digital Technology - Digital 
Animation 

Hornsby  
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How to Make Your Subject Selections 
 
All students will use Edval Webchoice to make their subject selections. Students MUST use their DET email 
address (firstname.surname@education.nsw.gov.au) to receive the invitation email with the link and a unique 
web-code. 
 
All students MUST select eight (8) 2 unit subjects. Extension Mathematics 1 and Extension English 1 are 
considered choices that are in addition to these. 
 

• Step 1 
Go to https://my.edval.education/login and enter the unique code. 

 
• Step 2 
Select the subjects in order of PREFERENCE (this means the subject listed at the top is the one desired the 
most). Please remember that subjects which attract a small candidature should be placed at the top of the list 
to maximise the chance of these being offered. 

• Step 3 
Once you have made your subject selections click ‘Submit’. 

 
Please note: You may receive an error message if you have entered a combination of units that breach the NESA 
rules. 

 
 

mailto:firstname.surname@education.nsw.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.edval.education%2Flogin&data=05%7C01%7CKERRIE.KNOX1%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C104928b3817a486b7d5208db71dd2fcd%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638228967029503904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FOPMGfs5rvhhRnrbV%2F%2FutL5piZiAx2ogx1OJl4FCPLM%3D&reserved=0
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• Step 4 
Print out and keep a copy of this screen as proof of your subject selection choices. 

 
Preferences can be changed as often as the student likes between Wednesday 1 July, 9am and Sunday 26 July, 
5pm. 
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Creative and Performing Arts 
Dance 

 

 Stage 6 Dance: Explore, Create and Achieve 
Stage 6 Dance offers an engaging pathway for students commencing 
Year 11 in 2027. This course develops your technical skills, artistic 
expression, and critical understanding of dance as a vibrant art form. 
You will explore diverse dance styles, choreography and the rich 
history of dance, learning both through practical and theoretical 
study. Students study Dance as an artform. There is a focus on 
Performance, Choreography and Appreciation. 
 
Course Overview: 
Stage 6 Dance is divided into Preliminary (Year 11) and HSC (Year 12) 
courses. Each stage builds your confidence as a performer, creator 
and analyst with tasks designed to challenge and inspire. 
 
Assessment Overview 
 
Year 11 Preliminary Course: 
Assessment tasks cover the core elements of performance, 
choreography, and appreciation, preparing students with 
foundational skills for the HSC year. 

• Performance: Demonstrate technical skills and expressive 
movement through solo or group dance. 

• Choreography: Develop and showcase creativity by planning 
and presenting original choreography. 

• Appreciation: Analyse selected dance works, exploring style, 
context and purpose through written responses and 
research. 

 
Year 12 HSC Course: 
The HSC course deepens your experience, culminating in final 
practical and written tasks assessed by teachers and the NSW 
Education Standards Authority (NESA). 

• Core Performance: Perform dance works, focusing on 
technique, performance quality and interpretation. 

• Core Choreography: Present and document original 
choreography demonstrating structural understanding and 
creative intent. 

• Core Appreciation: Critically analyse prescribed dance works 
and artists in written tasks. 

 
Pathways and Future Opportunities: 
Stage 6 Dance prepares you for diverse post-school options. Whether 
you aspire to careers in professional performance, choreography, 
teaching, dance therapy, arts administration or the creative 
industries. The discipline, teamwork, creative thinking and reflective 
skills developed in this course are valuable for university studies and 
many career fields. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: DNC 
Payment: $55 

 

Faculty: CAPA 
 

Year 11  
Performance 35% 
Choreography 35% 
Appreciation 30% 
Year 12   
Core Performance 35% 
Core Choreography 35% 
Core Appreciation 30% 
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Drama 
 

 

 Stage 6 Drama: Explore, Create and Achieve 
Stage 6 Drama is a dynamic course available for Year 11 students 
starting in 2027. It builds your creativity, expression and critical 
thinking through the collaborative art of Drama. You will explore a 
range of dramatic styles and cultural contexts, learning through both 
practical work and analytical study. The course focuses on three key 
areas: Making, Performing and Appreciating Drama. 
 
Course Structure: 
The course consists of two stages: Preliminary (Year 11) and HSC 
(Year 12). Each stage helps you grow as a performer, creator and 
critic, with assessments designed to build your skills and confidence. 
 
Assessment Overview: 
 
Year 11 Preliminary Course 

• Making: Collaborate to devise and perform original ensemble 
work, exploring dramatic conventions and creative processes. 

• Performing: Develop and showcase acting skills through 
scripted and unscripted performances, focusing on creative 
intent and audience engagement. 

• Appreciating: Investigate dramatic styles and practitioners, 
reflecting on how meaning is communicated in Drama across 
contexts. 
 

Year 12 HSC Course 
• Making: Develop and present an original ensemble piece, 

further refining your skills in character and theatrical 
conventions based on the study of your chosen practitioner. 

• Performing: Students choose an Individual Project that may 
involve acting, designing, producing, or presenting a 
monologue. 

• Appreciating: Critically study dramatic works and 
performances, deepening your understanding of their 
contexts through written and oral assessments. 
 

Future Pathways: 
Studying Stage 6 Drama prepares you to enter careers in theatre, 
film, television, directing, playwriting, psychology, education, arts 
management, community arts, journalism and broadcasting. The 
course strengthens your creativity, collaboration, communication, 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills that are valuable in many 
fields. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: DRA 

 

Faculty: CAPA 
 
 

Year 11 (Preliminary)  
Making  30% 
Performing 30% 
Appreciation 40% 
Year 12 (HSC)  
Individual Project  30% 
Ensemble Performance  30% 
Critical Study  40% 
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Music 1 
 

 

 Course Description 
Music 1 is an excellent path for young musicians to explore the 
modern world. Students are able to develop their understanding of 
their instrument, the way to relates to a range of stylistic contexts 
and write music to utilises a range of tonal opportunities for the 
instrument. 
 
The Year 11 focus areas build a foundation of knowledge to support 
the development of skills for performing, critical listening, musical 
analysis, and the creation and communication of new musical ideas. 
The Year 12 focus areas provide opportunities to deepen students’ 
knowledge, understanding and skills through the exploration of 
repertoire reflecting contemporary practices and selected stylistic, 
cultural and expressive contexts, and apply this understanding to 
their own work. 
 
Why study this course? 
Music fosters an appreciation of continuity and change, connecting 
cultures, times and regions. As students develop a deeper 
understanding of music, they draw on histories, practices, 
technologies and personal experiences to perform, create and 
appreciate music. Students explore and experience Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander music, and the diversity of influences and styles 
in Australian music. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 

• develop knowledge and skills about the concepts of music 
and of music as an art form through performance, 
composition, musicology and aural activities in a variety of 
cultural and historical contexts 

• develop the skills to evaluate music critically 
• develop an understanding of the impact of technology on 

music 
• develop personal values about music. 

 
In Music 1 students engage with the practices of musicians as 
performers, creators and listeners. The syllabus provides pathways to 
further study, education, vocational training and careers in music-
related areas such as performance, music creation, music production, 
sound design, creative technologies and arts management. It also 
develops collaborative, creative and technological competence, 
relevant to the wider creative industries, including media, 
communication and digital design. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: MS1 

 

Faculty: CAPA 
 

Year 11  
Knowledge of course 
content 

50% 

Skills in performance, 
composition and 
musicology 

50% 

Year 12   
Knowledge of course 
content 

50% 

Skills in performance, 
composition and 
musicology 

50% 
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Music 2 
 

 

 Course Description 
Through the study of Music 2, 11-12, students develop aural skills 
and their understanding of Music context and Music language to 
develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to communicate 
ideas through performing, critical listening, musical analysis and the 
creation and communication of new musical ideas. 
Why study this course? 
The course provides students with opportunities to extend their 
musical knowledge with a focus on Western art music and it will 
serve as a pathway for further formal study in tertiary 
institutions or in fields that use their musical knowledge. 
Year 11 Preliminary Course: 
Assessment tasks cover the core elements of performance, 
composition and musicology preparing students with foundational 
skills for the HSC year. 

• Performance: Perform works on their chosen instrument, 
demonstrating technique and stylistic understanding 

• Composition: Develop composition through techniques and 
stylistic understanding 

• Knowledge and Understanding: Analyse selected music 
works, exploring style, context, and purpose through written 
responses and research. 

Year 12 HSC Course: 
The HSC course deepens your experience, culminating in final 
practical and written tasks assessed by teachers and the NSW 
Education Standards Authority (NESA). 

• Core Performance: Perform works on their chosen 
instrument, focusing on technique, performance quality and 
expression 

• Core Composition: Present and document original 
compositions demonstrating stylistic understanding and 
techniques. 

• Knowledge and Understanding: Analyse selected music 
works, exploring style, context and purpose through written 
responses and research. 

Pathways and Future Opportunities: 
The course exposes students to the work of performers, composers, 
producers and musicologists, helping them understand how music 
operates in the professional world. Students gain experience using 
both traditional and contemporary approaches to music-making, 
including music technology and creative production. 
Music 2 can support pathways into careers such as: 

• Professional performer, composer or songwriter 
• Music producer or sound designer 
• Film, television and game music composer 
• Conductor or musical director 
• Music teacher or lecturer 
• Audio engineer or recording producer 
• Arts management and event production 
• Music researcher or ethnomusicologist. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: MS2 

 

Faculty: CAPA 
 

Year 11  
Knowledge and 
understanding of course 
content 

50% 

Skills in performance, 
composition and 
musicology 

50% 

Year 12   
Knowledge and 
understanding of course 
content 

50% 

Skills in performance, 
composition and 
musicology 

50% 
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Music Extension 
 

 

 Course Description 
Students with an extended history of formal music involvement 
frequently reach a high level of musical sophistication and 
desire to specialise in their senior school years. The purpose of 
the Extension course is to expand studies undertaken in Music 
2 and is designed to focus the continuing development and 
refinement of students’ advanced music knowledge and skills 
towards independent musicianship. 
 
Why study this course? 
The Extension course offers a high degree of specialisation in 
Performance, Composition or Musicology in which each student 
follows an individual program of study. It provides an 
opportunity for musically and academically talented students to 
undertake a rigorous music study commensurate with their 
academic and musical sophistication. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Students will specialise further in ONE of the learning 
experiences of performance or composition or musicology. 
Students have the opportunity to pursue excellence in a 
particular area of interest and expertise in the contexts of 
their choosing. 
 
The objectives of the Music Extension course are: 

• To refine knowledge and skills associated with 
performance, composition or musicology 

• To expand critical aural knowledge and skills in all 
musical experiences. 

 
Year 12 Assessment 

• Written Examination 
• Specialisation in Performance or Composition or 

Musicology. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 2 
CTHS Course Code: MSX 

 

Faculty: CAPA 
 

Year 12  
Knowledge and 
understanding of course 
content 

30% 

Skills in extensive, 
independent Performance 
OR Composition OR 
Musicology 

70% 
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Visual Arts 

 

 Stage 6 Visual Arts 
This is an engaging course that integrates artmaking, art criticism and art 
history. Students develop their own artworks through a sustained process of 
inquiry, experimentation and refinement, culminating in a resolved Body of 
Work for the HSC. 
 
Course Overview 
The course is structured to support both breadth and depth of learning. In 
Year 11, students are introduced to a range of materials, techniques and 
conceptual approaches. In the HSC year, they undertake more independent 
and focused investigations, demonstrating increasing confidence in both 
technical skill and conceptual development. 
 
Year 11 Preliminary Course: 
Assessment tasks cover the creation of 2D and 3D artworks, preparing 
students with foundational skills for the HSC year. 

• Artmaking: Develop skills in a variety of artforms and develop their 
artmaking practice to explore a variety of conceptual themes. 

• Art History and Critical Study: Students investigate, interpret and 
discuss artworks, artists and the world around them while 
developing critical thinking skills and understanding how meaning is 
shaped by historical, cultural and social contexts. 

 
Year 12 HSC Course: 

• Artmaking 50%: Students work as a practicing artist for 12 months 
to develop a resolved body of artworks that communicates 
personal ideas, technical skill and conceptual understanding. 
Students may work in one or more of the twelve expressive forms, 
including drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics, documented 
forms, collection of works, print making, graphic design, time-based 
form, photo media, designed objects, textiles and fibre. 

• Art History and Critical Study 50%: Students develop an 
understanding of artists, artworks, audiences and the world 
through the study of historical and contemporary art practices 
through case studies. 

 
Why study this course? 
Visual Arts helps students develop critical and creative thinking in a visually 
complex world. Students learn to analyse and interpret artworks, ideas and 
cultural contexts while understanding the relationships between artists, 
artworks and audiences. 
 
The course encourages curiosity, reflective thinking and disciplined practice, 
while also building transferable skills such as problem-solving, research, 
visual communication and critical analysis that are valuable across many 
university pathways and careers. 
 
Pathways and Future Opportunities 
Stage 6 Visual Arts prepares you for diverse post-school options. Whether 
you aspire to careers in fine arts and design, architecture and creative 
industries, education and visual communication industries. The skills 
developed in this course are valuable for university studies and many career 
fields. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: VAR 
Payment: $85 

 

Faculty: CAPA 
 

Year 11  
Art criticism and art history  50% 
Art Making in a variety of 
art forms 

50% 

Year 12   
Art criticism and art history  50% 
Development of the body 
of work  

50% 
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Visual Arts, Photography, Film and Digital Media 
 

 

 Stage 6 Visual Arts 
This is an engaging course that integrates artmaking, art criticism and art 
history. Students develop their own artworks through a sustained process of 
inquiry, experimentation and refinement, culminating in a resolved Body of 
Work for the HSC. 
Course Overview 
The course is structured to support both breadth and depth of learning. In 
Year 11, students are introduced to a range of materials, techniques and 
conceptual approaches. In the HSC year, they undertake more independent 
and focused investigations, demonstrating increasing confidence in both 
technical skill and conceptual development. 
Year 11 Preliminary Course 
Assessment tasks cover the creation of 2D and 3D artworks, preparing 
students with foundational skills for the HSC year. 

• Artmaking: Develop skills in a variety of artforms and develop their 
artmaking practice to explore a variety of conceptual themes 

• Art History and Critical Study: Students investigate, interpret and 
discuss artworks, artists and the world around them while 
developing critical thinking skills and understanding how meaning is 
shaped by historical, cultural and social contexts. 

Year 12 HSC Course: 
• Artmaking 50%: Students work as a practicing artist to develop a 

resolved body of work that communicates personal ideas, technical 
skill and conceptual understanding through contemporary digital 
and multimedia practices. Students may work in one or more of the 
twelve expressive forms, including digital illustration, digital 
painting, cinematic photography, graphic design, animation, video 
art, film production, motion graphics, laser-cut sculpture and 
installation art, sound and time-based media, as well as mixed 
media and experimental digital processes. Through creative risk-
taking and experimentation, students develop an individual artistic 
voice while building industry-relevant technical skills 

• Art History and Critical Study 50%: Students develop an 
understanding of artists, artworks, audiences and the world 
through the study of historical and contemporary art practices. 

Why study this course? 
Visual Arts helps students develop critical and creative thinking in a visually 
complex world. Students learn to analyse and interpret artworks, ideas and 
cultural contexts while understanding the relationships between artists, 
artworks and audiences. 
The course encourages curiosity, reflective thinking and disciplined practice, 
while also building transferable skills such as problem-solving, research, 
visual communication and critical analysis that are valuable across many 
university pathways and careers. 
Pathways and Future Opportunities 
Stage 6 Visual Arts Digital prepares students for a wide range of 
contemporary creative pathways and future-focused industries. Whether 
you aspire for careers in digital design, animation, film and media, 
photography, architecture, game design, visual communication, UX/UI 
design, content creation, advertising, education or the broader creative 
industries, this course develops highly transferable creative and technical 
skills. Students build capabilities in visual problem-solving, digital 
technologies, conceptual thinking and creative innovation valuable for 
university study and an evolving digital workforce. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: VAR 
Payment: $85 

 

Faculty: CAPA 
 

Year 11  
Art criticism and art history 50% 
Art Making in a variety of 
art forms 

50% 

Year 12  
Art criticism and art history  50% 
Development of the body 
of work 

50% 
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English 
 

 

 Rationale for English in the Stage 6 Curriculum 
In acknowledgement of its role as the national language, English is a 
mandatory subject from Kindergarten to Year 12 in the NSW 
curriculum. Knowledge, understanding and skills acquired in English 
are central to students’ learning and development. 
 
Language and text shape understanding of individuals and the world. 
Language allows students to relate to others, and contributes to their 
intellectual, social and emotional development. In English K-12, 
students study language in its various textual forms, with increasing 
complexity, to understand how meaning is shaped, conveyed, 
interpreted and reflected. 
 
Students engage with literature from Australia and across the world 
and develop an understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples and the interconnections of 
Country/Place, Culture and Community. Texts communicate in 
distinctive ways and are shaped by experiences, knowledge and 
cultures. By exploring past and contemporary texts with a range of 
cultural and social perspectives, students broaden their experiences 
and become empowered in their identities, values and ethics. 
 
Through interrelated practices and experiences in understanding and 
creating texts, students explore the power, purpose, value and art of 
English. These support students to become literate and confident 
communicators, critical and imaginative thinkers and informed and 
active participants in society. 
 
The study of English in this syllabus is founded on the belief that 
language learning is recursive and develops through ever-widening 
contexts. Students learn English through explicit teaching of language 
and literacy and through their engagement with a range of 
purposeful and increasingly demanding textual experiences. 
 
The aim of English in Years 11 and 12 is to enable students to 
understand and use language effectively. Students have the 
opportunity to appreciate, reflect on and enjoy literature and make 
meaning in ways that are imaginative, creative, interpretive, critical 
and powerful. Students value the English language in its various 
textual forms to become thoughtful and effective communicators in a 
diverse world. 
 
All students must study at least two units of English to be awarded 
a Higher School Certificate. 
The following pages detail the different courses available to students 
to fulfil this requirement. 

Compulsory units of study for all HSC 
candidates 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 

 

Faculty: English 
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English Advanced 
 

 

 Course Description 
The English Advanced 11–12 Syllabus is designed for students who 
have a particular interest and ability in a subject that will enrich their 
personal, intellectual, academic, social and vocational lives. Students 
appreciate, analyse, evaluate and respond imaginatively and critically 
to literary texts drawn from a range of contexts and cultures, 
including literature from the past and present and from Australia. 
They study challenging written, spoken, visual, multimodal and digital 
texts that represent and reflect a changing world. 
 
Students extend and deepen their ability to use language in nuanced, 
inventive and complex ways to express experiences, ideas and 
perspectives. They refine their understanding of the relationship 
between language, texts, context and meaning. Students extend their 
experiences in researching, accessing, evaluating and synthesising 
information and perspectives from a range of sources to fulfil a 
variety of purposes. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Through exploring and experimenting with processes of 
understanding and responding to texts, students develop an 
understanding of how language is employed to create artistic 
expression in texts. They analyse the different ways texts may reflect, 
challenge and extend the conventions of other texts. They evaluate 
the meanings conveyed in these texts, and how meaning is achieved. 
Students expand their skills as independent, collaborative and 
reflective learners required for post-school life, including the world of 
work and post-school training and education. 
 
Should I study Advanced instead of Standard or Studies? 
You should choose to study English Advanced if you: 

• Have a love of language, literature, and representation, and 
desire to understand how composers craft these things for 
both aesthetic and conceptual purposes 

• Have aspirations in further education in academic fields that 
are grounded in writing, e.g. Law, Arts, Communications, 
Media, Marketing, etc. 

• Are willing to read widely and work independently to engage 
with the conceptual frameworks of challenging and 
provocative texts 

• Enjoy engaging in the writing process independently and 
collaboratively, including editing and refining your work. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: ENA 

 

Faculty: English 
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English as an Additional Language 
 

 

 Course Description 
The English EAL/D 11–12 Syllabus is designed to support 
students learning English as an additional language or dialect 
whose first language is a language or dialect other than 
Standard Australian English and students whose first language 
is an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Language and 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students whose first 
language is Aboriginal English. 
 
In English EAL/D 11–12, students enjoy, analyse and respond to 
a range of English texts so they can become confident 
communicators in the integrated modes of reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, viewing and representing and to allow them 
to improve their English language skills. Students engage 
critically with a wide range of texts from academic, personal, 
social, cultural, historical and workplace contexts. There is a 
strong focus on explicit and targeted English language 
instruction to support students’ learning about literature. 
 
Why study this course? 
The course is designed to strengthen academic language, 
knowledge and skills, provide an opportunity to develop 
students’ intellectual, social and emotional development and 
understand how meaning is shaped, conveyed, interpreted and 
reflected. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Stage 6 English EAL/D course provides students with the 
opportunity to develop and refine speaking and listening 
English skills, collaborative and critical thinking skills as well as 
intercultural understandings. The syllabus supports a range of 
approaches to developing skills to interact with texts so that 
students develop confidence in critical thinking, capable of 
understanding the diversity and variety of cultural heritages 
that make up Australian society. 
 
Note regarding eligibility: 
Students are only eligible for the EAL/D course if they have 
received formal education in English for five years or less. If 
students are unsure about their eligibility, they should contact 
Ms Carniato. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: EAL 

 

Faculty: English 
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English Standard 
 

 

 Course Description 
The English Standard 11–12 Syllabus provides students who 
have a diverse range of literacy skills with the opportunity to 
analyse, study and enjoy a breadth and variety of English texts 
to become confident and effective communicators. 
 
Students engage with texts that include quality literature from 
the past and contemporary texts from Australia and other 
cultures. They explore language forms, features and structures 
of texts in a range of academic, personal, social, cultural, 
historical and workplace contexts. Students study, analyse, 
respond to and compose texts to broaden their perspectives, 
access information and assess the reliability of representations. 
They synthesise the knowledge developed from a range of texts 
to fulfil a variety of purposes. Understanding and responding to 
texts provides students with opportunities to appreciate the 
imaginative and the affective domains, and to recognise the 
ways texts convey, interpret, question and reflect opinions and 
perspectives. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The English Standard 11–12 Syllabus supports a range of 
approaches to interacting with texts so that students become 
flexible and critical thinkers, capable of appreciating the 
diversity and variety of cultural heritages that make up 
Australian society. Students further develop skills in literacy and 
independent, collaborative and reflective learning required for 
post-school life, including the world of work and post-school 
training and education. 
 
Should I study Standard instead of Advanced or Studies? 
You should choose to study English Standard if you: 

• Have an appreciation for interesting and quality 
literature that deals with relevant and compelling 
concepts 

• Have aspirations in further education in academic fields 
that are more scientific or mathematics based, e.g. 
Engineering, Medicine, Commerce, Technology, etc. 

• Are able to work independently, but do not engage in 
reading beyond the classroom 

• Prefer engaging in the writing process with structure 
and guidance provided by the teacher. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: ENS 

 

Faculty: English 
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English Studies 

 

 Course Description 
The English Studies 11-12 Syllabus supports students to refine their 
knowledge, understanding and skills in English and consolidate their 
literacy skills to enhance their personal, educational, social and 
vocational lives. 
 
The syllabus is focused on the development of students’ language, 
literacy and literary skills. It centres on empowering students to 
comprehend and interpret the ideas, values, language forms, 
features and structures of texts. They explore texts from a range of 
everyday, social, cultural, academic, community and workplace 
contexts. Students can refine their language skills through 
comprehensive and contemporary language experiences. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The English Studies 11-12 Syllabus provides students with 
opportunities to develop and appreciate critical and creative texts 
and to recognise how texts convey, interpret and reflect ways of 
thinking about themselves and the world. Students also strengthen 
their ability to access and comprehend information, to assess its 
reliability and to synthesise knowledge from a variety of sources. 
 
The English Studies 11-12 Syllabus provides diverse approaches to 
texts so that students become flexible and critical thinkers. Students 
have opportunities to develop their abilities to engage with, 
understand and appreciate the variety of cultural heritages and 
differences that make up Australian and global societies. It also 
encourages the continued development of skills in literacy, individual 
and collaborative processes and reflective learning. These skills form 
the basis of the investigative and analytical skills required for the 
world of work, as well as post-school training and education. 
 
Note regarding ATARs: 
English Studies is a non-ATAR Pathway option for students. The HSC 
Examination for English Studies is optional. If students wish to gain an 
ATAR, they must sit the English Studies HSC Exam. If they do not wish 
to gain an ATAR, they are not required to sit the exam. 
 
Should I study Studies instead of Advanced or Standard? 
You should choose to study English Studies if you: 

• Value language for its function and role in informing and 
shaping societies 

• Have aspirations to enter the workforce or a trade 
immediately after school, rather than engaging in further 
academic study 

• Are willing to work collaboratively with your peers and your 
teacher, rather than independent based study 

• Enjoy project-based learning that is grounded in texts present 
in everyday life 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: ENR 

 

Faculty: English 
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English Extension 1 
 

 

 Course Description 
The English Extension 1 Syllabus provides students who 
undertake English Advanced with the opportunity to extend 
their use of language and self-expression in critical and creative 
ways. Through engaging with increasingly complex concepts 
from a range of literary contexts, students refine their 
understanding and appreciation of literature as the expression 
and construction of culture. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Students independently pursue areas of interest with complex 
texts that challenge them to think critically and creatively about 
the way literature shapes and reflects the world. They learn to 
use research methodology to undertake investigation in English 
and develop extended compositions. Throughout the course, 
students explore and evaluate the meanings of texts and 
compare the value of texts. They investigate a range of 
conceptual contexts for the reading and composition of texts 
and explore and adopt a range of reading practices to develop 
awareness of the assumptions that guide interpretation and 
evaluation. 
 
Should I study English Extension 1 as well as English 
Advanced? 
You should choose to study English Extension 1 if you: 

• Are passionate about English, language and literature, 
and the complex conceptual and aesthetic realms they 
represent 

• Are interested in the theoretical underpinnings of 
English literature across time 

• Are excited to develop and produce an independent 
research project driven by personal interest in Year 11 

• Enjoy being challenged in your critical understanding of 
texts and in the nuances of the writing process. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: ENX 

 

Faculty: English 
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English Extension 2 
 

 

 Rationale for English in the Stage 6 Curriculum 
In acknowledgement of its role as the national language, English is a 
mandatory subject from Kindergarten to Year 12 in the NSW 
curriculum. Knowledge, understanding and skills acquired in English 
are central to students’ learning and development. 
 
Language and text shape understanding of individuals and the world. 
Language allows students to relate to others and contributes to their 
intellectual, social and emotional development. In English K–12, 
students study language in its various textual forms, with increasing 
complexity, to understand how meaning is shaped, conveyed, 
interpreted and reflected. 
 
Students engage with literature from Australia and across the world 
and develop an understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples and the interconnections of 
Country/Place, Culture and Community. Texts communicate in 
distinctive ways and are shaped by experiences, knowledge and 
cultures. By exploring past and contemporary texts with a range of 
cultural and social perspectives, students broaden their experiences 
and become empowered in their identities, values and ethics. 
 
Through interrelated practices and experiences in understanding and 
creating texts, students explore the power, purpose, value and art of 
English. These support students to become literate and confident 
communicators, critical and imaginative thinkers and informed and 
active participants in society. 
 
The study of English in this syllabus is founded on the belief that 
language learning is recursive and develops through ever-widening 
contexts. Students learn English through explicit teaching of language 
and literacy, and through their engagement with a range of 
purposeful and increasingly demanding textual experiences. 
 
The aim of English in Years 11 and 12 is to enable students to 
understand and use language effectively. Students have the 
opportunity to appreciate, reflect on and enjoy literature and make 
meaning in ways that are imaginative, creative, interpretive, critical 
and powerful. Students value the English language in its various 
textual forms to become thoughtful and effective communicators in a 
diverse world. 
 
All students must study at least two units of English to be awarded 
a Higher School Certificate. 
The following pages detail the different courses available to students 
to fulfil this requirement. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: ENZ 

 

Faculty: English 
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Human Society & its Environment 
Aboriginal Studies 

 
 

 

 Course Description 
Aboriginal Studies is designed to foster intellectual, social and 
moral development by enabling students to think critically 
about the historical and contemporary experiences of 
Aboriginal peoples. Through this study students will develop a 
heightened understanding and appreciation of the concepts of 
social justice and shared histories and will critically examine 
their role as active and informed citizens. 
 
Why study this course? 
Aboriginal Studies is a unique experience for both Aboriginal 
students and non-Aboriginal students. Aboriginal students are 
provided with an opportunity for cultural affirmation and 
positive educational experiences while non-Aboriginal students 
are able to ‘learn together’ with Aboriginal peoples and 
communities. All students are encouraged to take an active role 
in the process of reconciliation. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Through Aboriginal Studies, students will develop knowledge 
and understanding about: 

• Social justice and human rights issues and how they 
impact on Aboriginal and other Indigenous peoples 

• The diversity of contemporary Aboriginal cultural, 
political, social and economic life 

• Government policies, legislation and legal decisions and 
their impact on Aboriginal and other Indigenous peoples 

skills to: 
• Investigate issues and communicate information from a 

variety of perspectives 
• Develop informed and responsible values and attitudes 

about: 
– social justice 
– intercultural understandings 
– empathy with Aboriginal peoples’ experiences and 

views 
– ethical research practices. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: ABS 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Ancient History 
 

 

 Course Description 
The study of Ancient History engages students in an investigation of 
life in early societies based on the analysis and interpretation of 
physical and written remains. Ancient History stimulates students’ 
curiosity and imagination and enriches their appreciation of humanity 
by introducing them to a range of cultures and beliefs, as well as to 
the origins and influences of ideas, values and behaviours that are 
still relevant in the modern world. 
 
The Year 11 and 12 courses provide students with opportunities to 
use archaeological and written sources to investigate various aspects 
of the ancient world, including historical sites, people, societies, 
events and developments in addition to applying relevant 
historiographical issues in the investigation of the ancient past. 
 
Why study this course? 
Students study ancient history because it provides them with 
opportunities to satisfy their fascination and interest in the stories of 
the past and the mysteries of human behaviour. It allows them to 
develop and apply the research skills and methodologies of the 
historian and archaeologist. It equips students to question critically 
and interpret written and archaeological sources for the evidence 
they provide about the ancient world. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The study of Ancient History equips students with the skills to analyse 
and challenge accepted theories and interpretations about the 
ancient world, especially in light of new evidence or technologies. It 
requires students to analyse different interpretations and 
representations of the ancient world in forms such as literature, film 
and museum displays. Ancient History also raises important ethical 
issues associated with present and future ownership, administration 
and presentation of the cultural past. It encourages students to 
appreciate our responsibility for conserving and preserving the 
world’s cultural heritage. 
 
Students develop transferable skills associated with the process of 
historical inquiry. These include critical literacy skills, for example 
interpreting, analysing and weighing evidence; synthesising evidence 
from a variety of sources; and developing reasoned and evidence-
based arguments. Students develop increasingly sophisticated 
historiographical skills and historical understanding from the close 
study of features of ancient societies and their distinctive legacies, to 
the analysis and interpretation of broader themes and issues from 
the ancient world. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: AHI 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Business Studies 
 

 

 Course Description 
Business activity is a feature of everyone’s life. Throughout the 
world people engage in a web of business activities to design, 
produce, market, deliver and support a range of goods and 
services. In addition, investors, consumers and employees 
depend on the business sector for much of their quality of life. 
 
Why study this course? 
As a course, Business Studies is distinctive in that it 
encompasses the theoretical and practical aspects of business 
in contexts which students will encounter throughout their 
lives. Conceptually, it offers learning from the planning of a 
small business to the management of operations, marketing, 
finance and human resources in large businesses. Through the 
analysis of contemporary business strategies the course also 
provides rigour and depth and lays an excellent foundation for 
students either in tertiary study or in future employment. 
 
Contemporary business issues and case studies are embedded 
in the course to provide a stimulating and relevant framework 
for students to apply to problems encountered in the business 
environment. Students also investigate business planning and 
use a range of information to assess and evaluate business 
performance. The role of incentives, personal motivation and 
entrepreneurship, especially in small business, is recognised as 
a powerful influence in business success. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
By completing this course students will develop general and 
specific skills, including research, analysis, problem-solving, 
decision-making, critical thinking and communication. These 
skills enhance their confidence and ability to participate 
effectively, not only as members of the business world, but also 
as citizens dealing with issues emanating from business activity. 
 
Business Studies fosters intellectual, social and moral 
development by assisting students to think critically about the 
role of business and its ethical responsibilities to society. In 
addition, a significant feature of Business Studies is its 
relevance to the full range of HSC students, as it provides useful 
knowledge and competencies for life. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: BST 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Economics 
 

 

 Course Description 
Economic decisions have a crucial influence on the quality of 
life experienced by people throughout the world. The study of 
economics can help individuals, groups and societies make 
choices that assist them to improve their quality of life. 
 
Why study this course? 
As a subject, Economics Stage 6 is distinctive because of the 
range of problems and issues that it investigates and the skills 
that it develops. A student who has completed the Preliminary 
and HSC courses should have knowledge and skills enabling 
them to: 

• Comprehend the background and implications of 
contemporary economic issues 

• Discuss appropriate policies to solve economic problems 
and issues 

• Understand what a change in interest rates, share 
values or the value of the Australian dollar means to 
individuals and the economy 

• Identify fluctuations in the global and Australian 
economies and their likely effects on business 

• Understand reasons for changes in employment 
patterns 

• Identify, using economic thinking, appropriate strategies 
to protect the natural environment. 

 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The study of Economics Stage 6 provides students with 
knowledge, understanding and skills that form a valuable 
foundation for a range of courses at university and other 
tertiary institutions. 
 
In addition, the study of Economics Stage 6 assists students to 
prepare for employment and full and active participation as 
citizens. In particular, there are opportunities for students to 
gain recognition in vocational education and training. Teachers 
and students should be aware of these opportunities. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: ECO 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Geography 
 

 

 Course Description 
Geography is the study of places, people and environments, 
and their interrelationships, and integrates knowledge from the 
natural sciences, social sciences and humanities. It develops 
students’ sense of curiosity about the places, environments and 
cultures that make up our world, enabling them to be more 
attuned to its diversity and complexity. Geography promotes 
understanding of the role of natural systems and human 
activity in shaping the world and how they may vary from place 
to place. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Geography enables students to seek credible 
information and evidence, consider and evaluate differing 
views, and express their own ideas and arguments. It 
encourages students to reflect on their relationship with and 
responsibility for the world, as active and informed citizens, and 
the role that individuals, communities, organisations, 
corporations and governments can play, collectively, in 
maintaining the ecological processes on which human 
wellbeing and all life depend. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The study of Geography in Stage 6 enables students to: 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of natural and 
human processes, how they interact and affect each 
other, and how places and environments can be 
managed for sustainability 

• Apply geographical inquiry skills and tools, including 
fieldwork 

• Develop a lifelong interest in the study of geography 
• Prepare for informed, responsible and active citizenship 

in the contemporary world. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: GEO 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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History Extension 
 

 

 Course Description 
The History Extension course is about the nature of history, and 
how and why historical interpretations are developed from 
different perspectives and approaches over time. It offers a 
higher level of challenge than the Ancient History and Modern 
History courses with its greater emphasis on historiography. 
 
The History Extension course requires students to examine the 
way history is constructed and the role of historians. This 
involves reviewing the types of history that have been 
produced over time and the contexts in which they were 
developed. Students explore problems and issues associated 
with the construction of history through sampling the works of 
various writers, historians and others involved in the practice of 
history from ancient times to the present day. Students focus 
on an area of debate to consider how an historian’s context, 
methodology and purpose shape their interpretation of a 
person, group, event or issue. Students apply their 
understanding and skills of historical inquiry by designing and 
conducting their own historical investigation. 
 
History Extension requires students to engage with complex 
historiographical ideas and methodologies and to communicate 
sophisticated, sustained and coherent historical arguments 
about the nature and construction of history. 
 
Why study this course? 
History Extension appeals to students who appreciate the 
intellectual challenge of grappling with an area of debate and 
constructing and defending a position through a reasoned and 
cohesive argument. It offers students the opportunity to work 
independently and apply the historiographical understanding 
developed through the course to an individual project of 
personal interest. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The study of History Extension in Stage 6 enables students to 
show: 

• Critical and creative thinking 
• Ethical understanding 
• Information and communication technology capability 
• Intercultural understanding 
• Literacy 
• Numeracy 
• Personal and social capability 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 12 
CTHS Course Code: HIX 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Legal Studies 
 

 

 Course Description 
Legal Studies develops students’ knowledge, understanding and 
critical thinking skills in relation to the legal system and its 
effectiveness in promoting a just and fair society, with a view to 
empowering students to participate effectively as responsible 
citizens at the local, national and international level. 
 
Why study this course? 
The Legal Studies Stage 6 course offers excellent preparation 
for life through a study of the legal system, its principles, 
structures, institutions and processes. The course fosters 
respect for cultural diversity. It allows students to question and 
evaluate legal institutional structures in the domestic and 
international environments and to undertake a comparative 
analysis of other political and institutional structures. 
 
Legal Studies enables students to have confidence in 
approaching and accessing the legal system and provides them 
with a better appreciation of the relationship between social 
and legal structures. The course will assist in the development 
of students’ knowledge of their basic legal rights and 
responsibilities in a broad selection of contexts which appeal to 
their interests. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Legal Studies develops students’ knowledge, understanding and 
critical thinking skills in relation to the legal system and its 
effectiveness in promoting a just and fair society, with a view to 
empowering students to participate effectively as responsible 
citizens at the local, national and international level. 
 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding about: 

• The nature and institutions of domestic and 
international law 

• The operation of Australian and international legal 
systems and the significance of the rule of law 

• The interrelationship between law, justice and society 
and the changing nature of the law 

 
Skills in investigating, analysing and communicating relevant 
legal information and issues 
Interest in, and informed and responsible values and attitudes 
in regard to legal functions, practices and institutions. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: LST 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Modern History 
 

 

 Course Description 
The study of Modern History engages students in an investigation of 
the forces that have shaped the world, based on the analysis and 
interpretation of sources. It offers students the opportunity to 
investigate the possible motivations and actions of individuals and 
groups, and how they have shaped the world politically, culturally, 
economically and socially. Modern History stimulates students’ 
curiosity and imagination and enriches their appreciation of humanity 
by introducing them to a range of historical developments and 
experiences that have defined the modern world. 
 
Modern History enables students to trace the historical background 
of contemporary issues and to explore the significance of individuals, 
events and ideas. It equips students with knowledge, understanding 
and skills to help them examine and make sense of the world around 
them. 
 
Students examine key themes, such as power and authority, 
nationalism, imperialism and decolonisation, and consider how these 
have helped create the world in which they live. 
 
Why study this course? 
Modern History enables students to learn about the past and to 
understand how historical knowledge is constructed. It provides 
opportunities for students to explore historical issues, to pose 
questions and to consider problems of evidence, causation and 
historical agency as part of the historical inquiry process. As they do 
so, students are able to communicate increasingly complex, 
sustained and coherent historical arguments about the past. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Students develop transferable skills associated with the process of 
historical inquiry and the interplay of historical evidence and 
argument. These include critical literacy skills, for example 
interpreting, analysing and weighing evidence; synthesising evidence 
from a variety of sources; and developing reasoned and evidence-
based arguments. Students develop increasingly sophisticated 
historiographical skills and historical understanding, from the close 
study of people and events to the analysis and interpretation of 
broader developments that have shaped the modern world. 
 
The knowledge, understanding and skills that students acquire 
through studying Modern History provide a firm foundation for 
further study, the world of work, active and informed citizenship, and 
for lifelong learning. It fosters a critical approach to understanding 
events, issues and interpretations as well as the effective 
communication of accounts conveying ideas, judgements and 
evidence. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: MHI 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Society & Culture 
 

 

 Course Description 
The central goal of Society and Culture Stage 6 is the 
development of social and cultural literacy and a clear 
understanding of the interaction of persons, societies, cultures, 
environments and time. The influence of other aspects of 
societies and cultures - including power, authority, identity, 
gender, technologies and globalisation - is also central to the 
course. 
Society and Culture draws on cross-disciplinary concepts and 
social research methods from anthropology; communication; 
cultural and media studies; philosophy; social psychology; and 
sociology. 
 
Why study this course? 
Society and Culture has direct relevance to the immediate 
needs of students and to their future lives by enabling them to 
develop understanding of: 

• Themselves 
• Their own society and culture 
• The societies and cultures of others. 

 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The study of Society and Culture prepares students for adult life 
by developing knowledge, understanding, skills and other 
qualities associated with effective citizenship at local, national, 
regional and global levels. In so doing, it forms a basis for 
moving towards a more just society through positive 
participation in community life and attaining social and cultural 
literacy. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: SAC 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Studies of Religion II 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Stage 6 Studies of Religion syllabus acknowledges religion 
as a distinctive answer to the human need for meaning in life. 
An understanding of religion provides a perspective for the 
human view of reality and deals with daily living as well as with 
the ultimate source, meaning and goal of life. Religion is 
generally characterised by a worldview that recognises a 
supernatural dimension - belief in divinity or powers beyond 
the human and/or dwelling within the human. 
 
The syllabus is designed for students in all schools and ensures 
students study more than one religious tradition. The course 
enables students to come to an understanding that each 
religious tradition has its own integrity and contributes to a 
well-ordered society. It endeavours to assist in the provision of 
a context within which schools have the opportunity to foster 
students’ academic, effective and spiritual development. 
 
Why study this course? 
Studies of Religion emphasises the development of skills of 
analysis, independent research, collaboration and effective 
communication. These skills empower students to become 
critically reflective life-long learners. 
 
Studies of Religion provides a learning experience that prepares 
students for further education and training, employment and 
full and active participation as citizens within society. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Studies of Religion emphasises the development of skills of 
analysis, independent research, collaboration and effective 
communication. These skills empower students to become 
critically reflective life-long learners. 
 
Studies of Religion provides a learning experience that prepares 
students for further education and training, employment and 
full and active participation as citizens within society. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: SOR 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Work Studies 
 

 

 Course Description 
Work in all its forms - paid and unpaid - plays a central role in 
our lives. Technological, social and economic factors are rapidly 
changing the nature of work, the traditional patterns of work 
organisation and how individuals engage in work. The 
successful transition of students from school to the workforce 
and further education and training is essential for individuals 
and for society. Individuals will need to be flexible and 
responsive to change along their career pathway. Opportunities 
for workers to change jobs, develop new skills and to obtain 
new experiences will be part of the future world of work. 
 
Why study this course? 
The Work Studies CEC syllabus is designed to assist students in 
their transition from school to work. It develops knowledge and 
understanding of the issues faced by students in the transition 
to work and the skills needed for effective career planning and 
performance of tasks in the work environment. Integral to the 
Work Studies syllabus is a focus on the development of 
essential workplace skills. They are central to the core module 
and each of the elective modules. Students have an opportunity 
to practice these skills in appropriate work contexts. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Work Studies course assists students to: 

• Recognise the links between education, training, work 
and lifestyle, and to recognise the economic and social 
factors that affect work opportunities 

• Develop an understanding of the changing nature of 
work and the implications for individuals and society 

• Undertake work placement to allow for the 
development of specific job-related skills 

• Acquire general work-related knowledge, skills and 
attitudes, transferable across different occupations 

• Develop their skills in accessing work-related 
information, presenting themselves to potential 
employers, and functioning effectively in the workplace. 

2  U n i t s 
Content Endorsed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: WST 

 

Faculty: HSIE 
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Languages Other than English 
Chinese Beginners 

 

 Course Description 
The Chinese Beginners Stage 6 course is a two-year course, 
which has been designed for students who wish to begin their 
study of Chinese at senior secondary level. It is intended to 
cater only for students with no prior knowledge or experience 
of the Chinese language, either spoken or written, or whose 
experience is derived solely from, or is equivalent to, its study 
for 100 hours or less in Stage 4 or Stage 5. Students will be 
expected to be conversant with simplified characters. 
Questions and tasks will be set in simplified characters and all 
written responses should be in simplified characters. 
 
Why study this course? 
Chinese is the language of communication of approximately 
one quarter of the world’s population. It is one of the official 
languages of the United Nations. Amongst the many spoken 
varieties of the language, Mandarin/Putonghua, or Modern 
Standard Chinese, is pre-eminent. Chinese is recognised as one 
of the fastest growing languages in New South Wales and has 
one of the largest groups of non-English background speakers 
in Australia. The ability to communicate in Chinese contributes 
significantly to the sociocultural and economic understanding 
between Australia and Chinese-speaking countries and enables 
students to gain insights into the contributions that have been 
made by Chinese-speaking communities to Australian, and 
indeed to global, society. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 

• Students will develop the linguistic and intercultural 
knowledge, understanding and skills to communicate 
actively in Chinese in interpersonal situations. 

• Students will interpret and respond to texts, applying 
their knowledge and understanding of language and 
culture. 

• Students will create and present texts in Chinese for 
specific audiences, purposes and contexts, incorporating 
their linguistic and intercultural knowledge, 
understanding and skills. 

 
The study of Chinese provides students with opportunities for 
continued learning and for future employment and experience, 
both domestically and internationally, in areas such as public 
relations, commerce, hospitality, education, marketing, 
international relations, media and tourism. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: CHB 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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Chinese Continuers 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Chinese Continuers Stage 6 Syllabus is designed for 
students who, typically, will have studied Chinese for 400–500 
hours by completion of Stage 6. Some students with less formal 
experience will also be able to meet the requirements of the 
syllabus successfully 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Chinese contributes to the overall education of 
students, particularly in the areas of communication, cross-
cultural understanding, literacy and general knowledge. It 
provides access to the culture of Chinese-speaking countries 
and communities. The study promotes understanding of 
different attitudes and values within the wider Australian 
community and beyond.  
 
Chinese is especially important in Australia because it is widely 
spoken in the community, and the study of it by Australians will 
enhance the positive features of a culturally diverse society and 
generate mutual respect. The study of Chinese provides access 
to an important cultural and linguistic heritage. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 

• Ability to use Chinese to communicate with others  
• Understanding and appreciation of the cultural contexts 

in which Chinese is used  
• Ability to reflect on their own culture(s) through the 

study of other cultures  
• Understanding of language as a system  
• Ability to make connections between Chinese and 

English, and/or other languages  
• Cognitive, learning and social skills  
• Potential to apply Chinese to work, further study, 

training or leisure. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: CHC 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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Chinese in Context 
 

 

 Course Description 
Chinese in Context language learners are typically those who 
have been brought up using the Chinese language outside the 
classroom and who have a connection to Chinese culture. They 
have varying degrees of knowledge and understanding of 
Chinese, although their oral proficiency is typically more highly 
developed than their proficiency in the written language. These 
students have received all or most of their formal education in 
schools where English (or another language different from 
Chinese) is the medium of instruction. They can therefore be 
considered to some extent bilingual, with English or the other 
language being the predominant language. 
 
Eligibility criteria apply to courses in Chinese 
 
Why study this course? 
The Chinese in Context course enables students to strengthen 
personal connections to their heritage, through the 
development of a mature and positive appreciation of their 
language and culture. Through their learning, the development 
of their bilingual and bicultural identity can be enhanced. 
 
Students studying the Chinese in Context course bring prior 
knowledge and experience in both Chinese and English to their 
language learning. The provision of a course for these learners 
provides them with enhanced opportunities to develop 
communication skills beyond community and national 
boundaries in an increasingly interconnected world. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Chinese in Context course allows students to build on and 
further develop their language capability through engagement 
with Chinese-speaking communities, locally and overseas, and 
through the study of contemporary texts and issues. These 
experiences provide students with a level of language 
proficiency that enables them to undertake further study and 
operate effectively in a range of local, regional and global 
contexts 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: CHI 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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French Beginners 
 

 

 Course Description 
The French Beginners Stage 6 course is a two-year course, 
which has been designed for students who wish to begin their 
study of French at senior secondary level.  It is intended to 
cater only for students with no prior knowledge or experience 
of the French language, either spoken or written, or whose 
experience is derived solely from, or is equivalent to, its study 
for 100 hours or less in Stage 4 or Stage 5. 
 
Why study this course? 
French is one of the major languages in the world.  It is used in 
parts of Europe, Canada, North America, Africa, the Middle 
East, the West Indies, the Indian Ocean region and the South 
Pacific region close to Australia, namely New Caledonia, Tahiti 
and Vanuatu. 
 
French has been, by tradition, the language of diplomacy.  It is 
an official language in a large number of international 
organisations including the United Nations Organisation, the 
European Union, the South Pacific Commission, the 
Organisation for African Unity and the Olympic Games.  This 
language features strongly in international conferences and is 
used by many overseas aid organisations.  France and the South 
Pacific are among the leading destinations for Australian 
travellers. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
For more than 200 years, Australia has had strong connections 
with France. In today’s world, a strong relationship continues to 
exist through trade and investment, communication 
technologies, education, scientific and technological research 
and cultural exchange. 
 
The study of French provides students with opportunities for 
continued learning and for future employment and experience, 
both domestically and internationally, in areas such as public 
relations, commerce, hospitality, education, marketing, 
international relations, media and tourism. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: FRB 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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French Continuers 
 

 

 Course Description 
The French Continuers Stage 6 Syllabus is designed for the 
student who, typically, will have studied French for 400-500 
hours by completion of Stage 6. Some students with less formal 
experience will also be able to meet the requirements of the 
syllabus successfully. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of French contributes to the overall education of 
students, particularly in the areas of communication, cross-
cultural understanding, literacy and general knowledge. The 
study of French promotes understanding of different attitudes 
and values within the wider Australian community and beyond. 
It will better equip students as travellers and provide access to 
a significant part of the culture, traditions and attitudes of 
French-speaking countries and communities 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Students will develop linguistic ability and gain cultural 
understanding through the study of the French language.  The 
ability to communicate in French should also promote 
understanding, harmony and cooperation with French-speaking 
communities in Australia and may provide students, in 
conjunction with their other skills, with enhanced vocational 
opportunities. 
 
Knowledge of French may be an advantage in seeking 
employment in many fields such as the arts, banking and 
international finance, commerce, cuisine and catering, 
diplomacy, education and research, fashion and cosmetics, 
government, hospitality (e.g. hotels, restaurants), law, media 
(e.g. journalism), science and technology, tourism (e.g. airlines), 
translation and interpreting, and wine-making. 
 
The study of French enhances enjoyment and appreciation of 
French culture through film, literature, music, cuisine, art and 
sport. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: FRC 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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French Extension 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Extension course builds upon the body of knowledge and 
skills acquired in the French Continuers course. It provides 
students with opportunities to develop a greater competence 
and fluency in the language, and to explore contemporary 
issues in French. 
 
Why study this course? 
The aim of the French Extension Stage 6 Syllabus is to enhance 
students’ knowledge and understanding of a range of issues as 
reflected in contemporary French texts, while extending their 
ability to use and appreciate French as a medium for 
communication, and creative thought and expression. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The French Extension course provides opportunities for 
students to: 

• Enhance their enjoyment of learning French by 
broadening and deepening their language experience 

• Gain insight into the culture of French-speaking 
communities and the communities' perspectives on 
contemporary issues 

• Gain an appreciation of the French language through 
the study of contemporary texts 

• Use French as an adjunct to their career path. 
 
The French Extension course complements other subjects in the 
Stage 6 curriculum and assists students to prepare for tertiary 
education, employment, and full and active participation as 
citizens in a multicultural society. 

1 U n i t 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r  1 2 
CTHS Course Code: FRX 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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Japanese Beginners 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Japanese Beginners Stage 6 course is a two-year course, 
which has been designed for students who wish to begin their 
study of Japanese at senior secondary level. It is intended to 
cater only for students with no prior knowledge or experience 
of the Japanese language, either spoken or written, or whose 
experience is derived solely from, or is equivalent to, its study 
for 100 hours or less in Stage 4 or Stage 5. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Japanese provides access to the language and 
culture of one of the global community’s most technologically 
advanced societies and economies. It also introduces students 
to an important part of the rich cultural tradition of East Asia. 
Through experience of the Japanese language system and 
cultural history, students gain valuable perspectives on art, 
music, customs, beliefs and the ways of thinking of Japanese 
people. 
 
Both Australia and Japan are members of the Asia Pacific 
Economic Community. Japan is one of Australia’s leading 
trading partners. It is therefore important for Australia’s long-
term economic and social future that its relationship with Japan 
continues to be enhanced. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The study of Japanese provides students with opportunities for 
continued learning and for future employment and experience, 
both domestically and internationally, in areas such as public 
relations, commerce, hospitality, education, marketing, 
international relations, media and tourism. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: JAB 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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Japanese Continuers 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Japanese Continuers Stage 6 Syllabus is designed for 
students who, typically, will have studied Japanese for 400-500 
hours by completion of Stage 6. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Japanese contributes to the overall education of 
students, particularly in the areas of communication, cross-
cultural understanding, literacy and general knowledge. 
Students can gain access to both the language and the rich 
cultural traditions of Japan, as well as an understanding of 
different attitudes and values within the wider Australian 
community and beyond. 
 
There are many scholarship opportunities provided by 
governments, universities and exchange agencies for students 
to study in Japan, both at high school and tertiary levels. 
Significant numbers of universities and other institutions 
provide opportunities for further study of Japanese, including 
the opportunity to study in Japan. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The ability to communicate in Japanese may, in conjunction 
with other skills, provide students with enhanced vocational 
opportunities in areas such as trade, tourism and hospitality, 
banking and finance, technology, education and research, the 
arts, diplomacy, government, law, media and advertising, 
translation and interpreting, and cuisine and catering. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: JAC 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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Japanese Extension 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Extension course builds upon the body of knowledge and 
skills acquired in the Japanese Continuers course. It provides 
students with opportunities to develop a greater competence 
and fluency in the language, and to explore contemporary 
issues in Japanese. 
 
Why study this course? 
The aim of the Japanese Extension Stage 6 Syllabus is to 
enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of a range of 
issues as reflected in contemporary Japanese texts, while 
extending their ability to use and appreciate Japanese as a 
medium for communication, and creative thought and 
expression. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Japanese Extension course provides opportunities for 
students to:  

• Enhance their enjoyment of learning Japanese by 
broadening and deepening their language experience 

• Gain insight into the culture of Japanese-speaking 
communities and the communities' perspectives on 
contemporary issues  

• Gain an appreciation of the Japanese language through 
the study of contemporary texts 

• Use Japanese as an adjunct to their career path. 
 
The Japanese Extension course complements other subjects in 
the Stage 6 curriculum and assists students to prepare for 
tertiary education, employment, and full and active 
participation as citizens in a multicultural society. 

1 U n i t 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r  1 2 
CTHS Course Code: JAX 

 

Faculty: LOTE 
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Mathematics 
Mathematics Standard 
 

 

 Course Description 
The organisation of outcomes and content for Mathematics 
Standard 11-12 highlights the important role Working 
mathematically plays across all areas of mathematics and 
reflects the strengthened connections between concepts. 
Working mathematically has been embedded in the outcomes 
and content of the syllabus. 
 
Mathematics Standard 11-12 outcomes and their related 
content are organised into 5 areas of study: 

• Algebra 
• Financial mathematics 
• Measurement 
• Networks 
• Statistics. 

 
Why study this course? 
The Mathematics Standard courses are focused on enabling 
students to use mathematics effectively, efficiently and 
critically to make informed decisions in their daily lives. They 
provide students with opportunities to develop an 
understanding of, and competence in, aspects of mathematics 
through real-world applications. Mathematics Standard Year 11 
provides a pathway for students who progress through the 
Core outcomes of the Mathematics 7-10 Syllabus (2022). This 
course is designed for students who want to extend their 
mathematical skills beyond Stage 5, gain further knowledge of 
mathematical concepts and apply these skills and knowledge in 
practical contexts. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Mathematics Standard in Stage 6 enables students to develop 
their knowledge and understanding from Stage 5 of how to 
work mathematically, make connections within mathematics, 
use mathematical models, relate mathematical concepts to 
their world, and improve their application of mathematical 
language to communicate in a concise and systematic manner. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: MTS 

 

Faculty: Mathematics 
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Mathematics Advanced 

 

 Course Description 
The Mathematics Advanced course is focused on enabling 
students to appreciate that mathematics is a unique and 
powerful way of viewing the world to investigate order, 
relation, pattern, uncertainty and generality. The course 
provides students with the opportunity to develop ways of 
thinking in which problems are explored through observation, 
reflection and reasoning. 
 
Why study this course? 
The Mathematics Advanced course provides a basis for further 
studies in disciplines in which mathematics and the skills that 
constitute thinking mathematically have an important role. It is 
designed for those students whose future pathways may 
involve mathematics and its applications in a range of 
disciplines at the tertiary level. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Mathematics Advanced is a continuum that provides 
opportunities at progressively higher levels for students to 
acquire knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to 
concepts within the area of mathematics that have applications 
in an increasing number of contexts. These concepts and 
applications are appropriate to the students’ continued 
experience of mathematics as a coherent, interrelated, 
interesting and intrinsically valuable study that forms the basis 
for future learning. The concepts and techniques of differential 
and integral calculus form a strong basis of the courses, and are 
developed and used across the courses, through a range of 
applications and in increasing complexity. 
 
Additional Information 
Students wishing to study Mathematics Advanced must have 
demonstrated the prerequisite knowledge and skills required 
for the course. Eligibility will be determined by students’ Stage 
5 Mathematics assessment results and only students who are 
considered suitably prepared will be recommended for 
enrolment. 

2  U n i t s 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: MTA 

 

Faculty: Mathematics 
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Mathematics Extension 1 
 

 

 Course Description 
Mathematics Extension 1 is focused on enabling students to 
develop a thorough understanding of and competence in 
further aspects of mathematics. The course provides 
opportunities to develop rigorous mathematical arguments and 
proofs and to use mathematical models more extensively. 
Students of Mathematics Extension 1 will be able to develop an 
appreciation of the interconnected nature of mathematics, its 
beauty and its functionality. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Mathematics Extension 1 in Stage 6 enables 
students to extend their knowledge and understanding of what 
it means to work mathematically, develop their skills to reason 
logically, generalise and make connections and enhance their 
understanding of how to communicate in a concise and 
systematic manner. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Mathematics Extension 1 provides a basis for progression to 
further study in mathematics or related disciplines in which 
mathematics has a vital role at a tertiary level. An 
understanding and exploration of Mathematics Extension 1 is 
also advantageous for further studies in such areas as science, 
engineering, finance and economics 
 
Additional Information 
Students wishing to study Mathematics Extension 1 must have 
demonstrated the prerequisite knowledge and skills required 
for the course. Eligibility will be determined by students’ Stage 
5 Mathematics assessment results and only students who are 
considered suitably prepared will be recommended for 
enrolment. 

1 U n i t 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: MTX 

 

Faculty: Mathematics 
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Mathematics Extension 2 
 

 

 Course Description 
Mathematics Extension 2 provides students with the 
opportunity to develop strong mathematical manipulative skills 
and a deep understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra 
and calculus, as well as an appreciation of mathematics as an 
activity with its own intrinsic value, involving invention, 
intuition and exploration. Mathematics Extension 2 extends 
students’ conceptual knowledge and understanding through 
exploration of new areas of mathematics not previously seen. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Mathematics Extension 2 in Stage 6 enables 
students to extend their knowledge and understanding of 
working mathematically, enhance their skills to tackle difficult, 
unstructured problems, generalise, make connections and 
become fluent at communicating in a concise and systematic 
manner 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Mathematics Extension 2 provides a basis for a wide range of 
useful applications of mathematics as well as a strong 
foundation for further study of the subject 
 
Additional Information 
Students studying Mathematics Extension 1 may apply to 
undertake Mathematics Extension 2. Places are limited, and 
only students who have demonstrated exceptional 
mathematical ability will be invited to enrol in this course. 
Students studying Mathematics Extension 2 who wish to drop a 
two-unit course while keeping Mathematics Extension 2 and 
relying on it as part of their 10 units will not be permitted to do 
so unless endorsed by the Head Teacher. 

1 U n i t 
NESA Developed Course 

Y e a r  - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: MTZ 

 

Faculty: Mathematics 
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Personal Development, Health & Physical Education 
Health & Movement Science 

 

 Course Description 
Health and Movement Science draws on a multitude of fields 
and the application of scientific concepts to actively engage 
students in learning about the factors that influence health and 
movement. While there is tremendous opportunity for good 
health, there are numerous conflicting influences on lifestyle, 
which are impacting health outcomes. In this syllabus, students 
investigate the health status of Australians and the interrelated 
factors that affect the health of individuals and communities. 
Students explore the factors that influence movement and 
performance, and develop the skills to enhance movement for 
themselves and others throughout their lifetime. 
 
Why study this course? 
The aim of Health and Movement Science is to develop in each 
student a capacity to think about and act critically in regard to 
key issues related to health and movement. This enables them 
to make informed decisions that contribute to healthy and 
active lifestyles for individuals and communities, and support 
wellbeing. 
 
The study of health sciences draws on epidemiology, 
dimensions and determinants of health, and social justice 
principles. This enables students to think critically about the 
equity, access and sustainability of health and wellbeing for 
individuals and communities. Health promotion is explored as a 
way to improve health for individuals and communities. 
Students investigate the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which represent an ambitious 
vision of a healthier, more prosperous, inclusive and resilient 
world. The World Health Organization (WHO) views health 
promotion as a means to achieving the SDGs. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The course provides opportunities to explore areas of interest 
in greater depth and apply health and movement concepts to 
various contexts and groups. To equip students to navigate the 
dynamic nature of health and movement, emphasis is given to 
developing skills of collaboration, analysis, communication, 
creative thinking, problem-solving and research. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: HMS 

 

Faculty: PDHPE 
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Science 
Biology 

 

 Course Description 
The Biology Stage 6 Syllabus explores the diversity of life from a 
molecular to a biological systems level. The course examines 
the interactions between living things and the environments in 
which they live. It explores the application of biology and its 
significance in finding solutions to health and sustainability 
issues in a changing world. 
 
Biology uses Working Scientifically processes to develop 
scientific investigative skills. It focuses on developing problem-
solving and critical thinking skills in order to understand and 
support the natural environment. When Working Scientifically, 
students are provided with opportunities to design and conduct 
biological investigations both individually and collaboratively. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Biology in Stage 6 enables students to develop an 
appreciation and understanding of biological concepts that are 
used to explore the diversity of life, from a molecular to a 
biological systems level, and the interactions between living 
things and the environments in which they live. Through 
applying Working Scientifically skills processes and the use of 
biological technologies, the course aims to examine how 
biological practices are developed and used. 
 
The study of biology, which is often undertaken in 
interdisciplinary teams, complements the study of other 
science disciplines and other STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) related courses. Through the 
analysis of qualitative and quantitative data, students are 
encouraged to solve problems and apply knowledge of 
biological interactions that relate to a variety of fields. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The course provides the foundation knowledge and skills 
required to study biology after completing school and supports 
participation in a range of careers in biology and related 
interdisciplinary industries. It is a fundamental discipline that 
focuses on personal and public health and sustainability issues, 
and promotes an appreciation for the diversity of life on the 
Earth and its habitats 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: BIO 

 

Faculty: Science 
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Chemistry 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Chemistry Stage 6 Syllabus explores the structure, composition 
and reactions of and between all elements, compounds and mixtures 
that exist in the Universe. The discovery and synthesis of new 
compounds, the monitoring of elements and compounds in the 
environment, and an understanding of industrial processes and their 
applications to life processes are central to human progress and our 
ability to develop future industries and sustainability. 
 
The course further develops an understanding of chemistry through 
the application of Working Scientifically skills. It focuses on the 
exploration of models, understanding of theories and laws, and 
examination of the interconnectedness between seemingly dissimilar 
phenomena. 
 
Chemistry involves using differing scales, specialised representations, 
explanations, predictions and creativity, especially in the 
development and pursuit of new materials. It requires students to 
use their imagination to visualise the dynamic, minuscule world of 
atoms in order to gain a better understanding of how chemicals 
interact. 
 
Why study this course? 
The Chemistry course builds on students’ knowledge and skills 
developed in the Science Stage 5 course and increases their 
understanding of chemistry as a foundation for undertaking 
investigations in a wide range of Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) related fields. A knowledge and 
understanding of chemistry is often the unifying link between 
interdisciplinary studies. 
 
The study of Chemistry in Stage 6 enables students to develop an 
appreciation and understanding of materials and their properties, 
structures, interactions and related applications. Through applying 
Working Scientifically skills processes, the course aims to examine 
how chemical theories, models and practices are used and 
developed. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The course provides the foundation knowledge and skills required to 
study chemistry after completing school and supports participation in 
a range of careers in chemistry and related interdisciplinary 
industries. It is an essential discipline that currently addresses and 
will continue to address our energy needs and uses, the development 
of new materials, and sustainability issues as they arise. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: CHE 

 

Faculty: Science 
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Earth and Environmental Science 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Earth and Environmental Science Stage 6 Syllabus explores 
the Earth’s renewable and non-renewable resources and also 
environmental issues. An understanding of the Earth’s 
resources and the ability to live sustainably on the planet is a 
central purpose of the study of Earth and Environmental 
Science. 
 
The course uses the Working Scientifically skills to develop 
knowledge through the application of those skills. Students 
engage with inquiry questions to explore knowledge of the 
Earth. They also undertake practical and secondary-sourced 
investigations to acquire a deeper understanding of the Earth’s 
features and naturally occurring phenomena and cycles. 
Fieldwork is an integral part of these investigation processes. 
Earth and Environmental Science involves the analysis, 
processing and evaluation of qualitative and quantitative data 
in order to formulate explanations and solve problems. In 
conjunction with knowledge and understanding, 
communication skills are essential in forming evidence-based 
conclusions or arguments. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Earth and Environmental Science in Stage 6 
enables students to develop an appreciation and understanding 
of geological and environmental concepts that help explain the 
changing face of the Earth over time. Through applying Working 
Scientifically skills processes, the course aims to examine how 
earth and environmental science models and practices are used 
and developed. Additionally, Climate Science and Sustainability, 
two topics within the course, are highly topical and current 
areas of interest on an international scale. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The course provides the foundation knowledge and skills 
required to study earth and environmental science after 
completing school, and supports participation in careers in a 
range of related industries. The application of earth and 
environmental science is essential in addressing current and 
future environmental issues and challenges. It is also necessary 
for the use and management of geological resources that are 
important to Australia’s sustainable future. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: EES 

 

Faculty: Science 
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Investigating Science 

 

 Course Description 
The Investigating Science Stage 6 Syllabus is designed to assist 
students of all abilities engage with scientific processes, and apply 
those processes to investigate relevant personal, community and 
global scientific issues. 
 
The ongoing study of science and the specific Working Scientifically 
skills processes and their application have led humans to accumulate 
an evidence-based body of knowledge about human interactions - 
past, present and future, with the world and its galactic 
neighbourhood. The course is firmly focused on developing the 
Working Scientifically skills, as they provide a foundation for students 
to value investigation, solve problems, develop and communicate 
evidence-based arguments, and make informed decisions. 
 
The course promotes active inquiry and explores key concepts, 
models and phenomena. It draws and builds on the knowledge, 
understanding, skills, values and attitudes gained in Science Stage 5. 
The Stage 6 course is designed to enhance students’ understanding of 
the value of evidence-based investigations and the use of science-
based inquiry in their lives. 
 
Why study this course? 
The Investigating Science course is designed to complement the 
study of the science disciplines by providing additional opportunities 
for students to investigate and develop an understanding of scientific 
concepts, their current and future uses, and their impacts on science 
and society.  The course provides an excellent foundation for those 
students who wish to pursue a career in science research and allied 
scientific fields such as physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech 
pathology and medical sciences. 
 
The study of Investigating Science in Stage 6 enables students to 
develop an appreciation and understanding of science as a body of 
knowledge and a set of valuable processes that provide humans with 
an ability to understand themselves and the world in which they live. 
Through applying Working Scientifically skills processes, the course 
aims to enhance students’ analytical and problem-solving skills, in 
order to make evidence-based decisions and engage with and 
positively participate in an ever-changing, interconnected 
technological world. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Investigating Science encourages the development of a range of 
capabilities and capacities that enhance a student’s ability to 
participate in all aspects of community life and within a fast-changing 
technological landscape. The knowledge, understanding and skills 
gained from this course are intended to support students’ ongoing 
engagement with science, and to form the foundation for further 
studies and participation in current and emerging STEM-related post-
school activities and industries. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: ISC 

 

Faculty: Science 
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Physics 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Physics Stage 6 Syllabus involves the study of matter and its 
motion through space and time, along with related concepts 
that include energy and force. Physics deals with the study of 
phenomena on scales of space and time - from nuclear particles 
and their interactions up to the size and age of the Universe. 
This allows students to better understand the physical world 
and how it works, appreciate the uniqueness of the Universe, 
and participate in navigating and influencing the future. 
 
The problem-solving nature of physics further develops 
students’ Working Scientifically skills by focusing on the 
exploration of models and the analysis of theories and laws, 
which promotes an understanding of the connectedness of 
seemingly dissimilar phenomena. 
 
Students who study physics are encouraged to use observations 
to develop quantitative models of real-world problems and 
derive relationships between variables. They are required to 
engage in solving equations based on these models, make 
predictions, and analyse the interconnectedness of physical 
entities. 
 
Why study this course? 
The Physics course builds on students’ knowledge and skills 
developed in the Science Stage 5 course and help them develop 
a greater understanding of physics as a foundation for 
undertaking post-school studies in a wide range of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) fields. A 
knowledge and understanding of physics often provides the 
unifying link between interdisciplinary studies. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The study of physics provides the foundation knowledge and 
skills required to support participation in a range of careers. It is 
a discipline that utilises innovative and creative thinking to 
address new challenges, such as sustainability, energy 
efficiency and the creation of new materials. 
 
The study of Physics in Stage 6 aims to enable students to 
develop an appreciation and understanding of the application 
of the principles of physics, and of the theories, laws, models, 
systems and structures of physics. It also enables students to 
apply Working Scientifically skills processes to examine physics 
models and practices and their applications. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: PHY 

 

Faculty: Science 
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Science Extension 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Science Extension Stage 6 Syllabus focuses on the nature, 
development and processes of science. The course requires 
students to engage with complex concepts and theories and to 
critically evaluate new ideas, discoveries and contemporary 
scientific research. Students are challenged to examine a 
scientific research question influenced by their study of one or 
more of the scientific disciplines. In doing this, students extend 
their knowledge of the discipline(s), conduct further analysis 
and authentic scientific investigations, and uniquely for this 
course, produce a detailed scientific research report that 
reflects the standards generally required for publication in a 
scientific journal. 
 
Students interrogate and refine their ideas of and about science 
through analysing historic and cultural observations and 
significant scientific research within the relevant ethical 
frameworks and philosophical arguments of the time. 
 
Why study this course? 
The study of Science Extension Stage 6 enables students with a 
passion for science to explore the development of the scientific 
process over time, undertake high-level authentic scientific 
research, communicate findings and propose further research. 
 
Through designing and conducting their own scientific research, 
initially using small data sets, students deepen and build upon 
their understanding of analysing and interpreting data. They 
are provided with opportunities to refine and extend their skills 
of Working Scientifically by applying these interrelated 
processes to contemporary authentic scientific research 
reflecting the skills used by practicing research scientists. 
Students gather, examine, model and critically assess evidence 
that is informed by analysis of primary and secondary-sourced 
data and examining this data in relation to relevant publicly 
available data sets. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Science Extension is designed for students with an interest in 
scientific research. The course lays a foundation for students 
planning to pursue further study in Science, Technology, 
Engineering or Mathematics (STEM) based courses offered at 
the tertiary level, and to engage in new and emerging 
industries. 

1 U n i t 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 12 
CTHS Course Code: SCX 

 

Faculty: Science 
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Technological & Applied Studies 
Agriculture 

 

 

 Course Description 
Agriculture provides people with food, fibre, fuel, shelter and 
the possibility of diverse lifestyles. Agriculture is a composite of 
rural and urban industries that are structured to produce both 
raw and value-added materials from plants and animals to 
meet identified consumer needs. 
 
Agriculture has a unique place in the history of human society. 
It underpins social structures and provides for basic human 
needs. It is fundamental to human progress. 
 
Why study this course? 
The Agriculture Stage 6 Syllabus has been designed to allow 
students to develop knowledge and understanding of the 
interaction between the components of agriculture and the 
scientific principles that explain the processes that take place 
when inputs are transformed into outputs. It caters for a 
diverse range of students and ability levels. It has the facility to 
challenge students academically as well as providing them with 
a wide range of practical skills and an awareness of 
technologies associated with agriculture. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Agriculture Stage 6 Syllabus provides opportunities for 
multiple pathways to employment and further education. Some 
students may well be stimulated to move into post-secondary 
agricultural courses or to seek employment in rural and related 
industries. 
 
The Agriculture Stage 6 Syllabus is designed to increase student 
understanding and capabilities in a continuum from the farm 
level through to the international markets in which agricultural 
commodities are traded. The relevance of the course is 
enhanced by the inclusion of the study of a farm and 
agricultural product of particular interest to the student. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: AGR 

 

Faculty: TAS 
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Community & Family Studies 
 

 

 Course Description 
Contemporary society is characterised by rapid social and 
technological change, cultural diversity, conflicting values and 
competitive pressures. Developing understanding about society 
and living in society requires a comprehensive knowledge of its 
complex nature. Consequently, Community and Family Studies 
is an interdisciplinary course drawing upon selected 
components of family studies, sociology, developmental 
psychology and students’ general life experiences. This course 
focuses on skills in resource management that enable people to 
function effectively in their everyday lives, in families and 
communities. 
 
As students develop into young adults they are faced by 
challenges of increasing complexity and there is a range of 
strong influences on the decisions they make. Schools 
complement the role of families and other social groups by 
helping students to make informed decisions and to take 
responsible action in all aspects of their lives. This includes 
preparing students for vocational options and acting to 
enhance the wellbeing of themselves and others. To this end, 
Community and Family Studies develops students’ knowledge, 
skills and attitudes relevant to effective decision-making 
leading to confidence and competence in solving practical 
problems in the management of everyday living. 
 
Why study this course? 
Community and Family Studies can have a direct and positive 
influence on the quality of students’ lives both now and in the 
future. During the school years, students are confronted with 
an awareness of their emerging identity as young women and 
young men. Community and Family Studies investigates the 
unique contributions of individuals, groups, families and 
communities in the development of effective social structures. 
It encourages opportunities for students to become proactive 
members of society as they examine both their potential to 
adopt a range of roles and the responsibilities they have in 
contributing to society.  
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Community and Family Studies explores life issues that are 
important to all young people and of equal relevance to female 
and male students. The topics investigated and the emphasis 
on research ensures a course that is attractive to many 
students, with the capacity to challenge and extend all 
students’ ability levels. 

2  U n i t s 
N E S A  D e v e l o p e d  C o u r s e 
Years 11-12 
CTHS Course Code: CFS 

 

Faculty: TAS 
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Construction 
 

 

 Course Description 
HSC Construction in NSW is a Stage 6 Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) course based on the Construction, Plumbing and 
Services Training Package. It covers four mandatory focus areas: 
Safety, Skills in Construction, Tools of the Trade and Working in the 
Industry. The syllabus provides the learning outcomes and content 
for the HSC exam and is organised into different course lengths, such 
as 120 or 240 indicative hours. Students who complete the full 
program will work towards the nationally recognised qualification 
CPC20220 Certificate II in Construction Pathways and will also 
achieve a statement of attainment contributing towards CPC20120 
Certificate II in Construction, giving them a formal foundation for 
entry into the construction industry. Students complete two blocks of 
35 hours each of mandatory work placement arranged by the school. 
Teachers support students throughout the process to ensure they 
gain meaningful, authentic industry experience. As part of their 
preparation for industry, students also complete the mandatory 
training required to obtain the White Card, which is the general 
construction induction card needed to legally enter and work on 
construction sites in Australia. 
 
Why study this course? 
Industry curriculum frameworks give students the opportunity to 
gain credit towards the NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC) and 
credit towards national vocational qualifications under the Australian 
Qualifications Framework (AQF). The inclusion of a full qualification 
and a statement of attainment strengthens students’ employability 
by providing them with industry-endorsed skills and recognised 
credentials that support further training, apprenticeships, and early 
career opportunities. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Construction Curriculum Framework is designed to enable 
students to acquire a range of technical, practical, personal, and 
organisational skills valued in and beyond the workplace. They will 
also acquire underpinning knowledge and skills related to work, 
employment, and further training in the construction industry. 
Through the study of this subject, students will gain experiences that 
can be applied in a range of contexts, including work, study, and 
leisure, and that will assist them to make informed career choices. 
The qualification supports pathways into construction 
apprenticeships such as carpentry and joinery, brick and block laying, 
and wall and floor tiling, and provides a strong platform for students 
who wish to continue into trade training or related industry roles. 

2  U n i t s 
Vocational Education and Training Course  
Y e a r s  1 1 - 1 2 
CTHS Course Code: CON 

 

Faculty: TAS 
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Design & Technology 
 

 

 Course Description 
The study of Design and Technology Stage 6 develops 
conceptual understanding and enables students to creatively 
apply these to specific technological endeavours through 
design projects. It also seeks to develop students’ appreciation 
of the historical and cultural influences on design and the 
interrelationships of design, technology, society and the 
environment. 
 
Design and Technology has a unique focus on creativity, 
innovation and the successful implementation of innovative 
ideas. Students will investigate the importance of evaluation, 
the role of computer-based technologies, management, 
communication and collaborative design, as well as exploring 
current and emerging technologies. Through the completion of 
quality design projects, students are provided with the 
opportunity to develop specific production and manufacturing 
skills. 
 
Please be advised that more than 50% of a student’s HSC marks 
will be derived from the Project Folio. 
 
Why study this course? 
Design and Technology is inclusive of the needs, interests and 
aspirations of all students. It provides opportunities for 
students to develop design projects in areas of individual 
interest, to discuss equity issues related to design, production 
and manufacturing in the Australian society and to consider 
careers in the fields of design and manufacturing. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Students will be given the opportunity to explore and develop 
technologies and demonstrate insight into the future uses of 
technology. They will articulate arguments on issues and 
consequences including environmental and social impacts. They 
will develop skills that are transferable and which lead to 
lifelong learning. 
 
Recommended Major Project Device Specifications 

2  U n i t s 
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Engineering Studies 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Engineering Studies Stage 6 Syllabus is directed towards 
the development and application of mathematical, scientific 
and technological skills and their integration with business and 
management. It provides students with skills, knowledge and 
understanding associated with a study of engineering, its 
practices and associated methodologies. The subject promotes 
environmental, economic and global awareness, problem-
solving ability, engagement with information technology, self-
directed learning, communication, management and skills in 
working as a team. 
 
The Engineering Studies Stage 6 Syllabus is unique in that it 
develops knowledge and understanding of the profession of 
engineering. It also provides an opportunity to integrate the 
science and mathematics disciplines with societal development 
and change. The syllabus is inclusive of the needs, interests and 
aspirations of all students and provides opportunities and 
challenges to deal with engineering concepts. 
 
Why study this course? 
The aim of the Engineering Studies Stage 6 Syllabus is to 
develop students’ understanding and appreciation of the 
nature, significance and methodology of engineering and its 
impact on society. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Students undertaking Engineering Studies Stage 6 will have the 
opportunity to follow a number of pathways. These include 
tertiary study, vocational education and training, and the world 
of work. For those following a pathway of further study, the 
insight and experience associated with a study of engineering 
will be beneficial in their presumed knowledge of the area of 
study. Students entering into the world of work will benefit 
from understanding what engineers do, as the work of 
engineers affects us all. 

2  U n i t s 
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Enterprise Computing 
 

 

 Course Description 
The study of Enterprise Computing 11–12 enables students to 
develop an understanding of the function and purpose of digital tools 
and processes, and the importance of data in enterprise information 
systems. This allows students to effectively use and manage digital 
tools and technologies in commercial and other settings. 
 
Students are encouraged to develop an entrepreneurial mindset by 
working collaboratively, growing specialised communication skills, 
and applying system, design and computational thinking skills. The 
knowledge and skills developed in this course ensure students can 
contribute to a world increasingly reliant on the manipulation and 
use of digital systems. 
 
Why study this course? 
Students develop an understanding of how computing technologies 
can be harnessed to provide effective user interaction and efficient 
access to information that supports commercial, industrial, social and 
environmental initiatives. Students perform project work and apply 
their knowledge and skills in: interactive media and the user 
experience, networking systems and social connections, principles of 
cybersecurity, data science, data visualisations and intelligent 
systems. Students use their acquired knowledge and skills to develop 
an enterprise project. Project work encourages students to 
collaborate on problems and develop team and communication skills 
that are highly valued in the industry. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Enterprise Computing encourages the understanding of the 
implications of responsible and ethical application of digital systems, 
and the application of appropriate standards in the development of 
solutions. Students learn about the technologies that support 
enterprise-based information systems. As they develop digital 
solutions, students investigate social and safety issues relating to 
cyber safety, cybersecurity and digital footprints. They engage with 
technologies that improve access to, and participation in, computing 
technologies across a range of enterprises. 
 
The aim of Enterprise Computing is to develop each student’s 
capacity to: 

• Think creatively, devise solutions and communicate 
information to a range of audiences using a variety of 
computing resources 

• Apply computing technologies and systems thinking to data 
analysis 

• Solve (or improve) enterprise challenges, such as those 
relating to social, commercial or industrial issues. 
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Early Childhood 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Exploring Early Childhood course aims to achieve this by 
giving students an overview of development and related issues 
within an early childhood context. It provides the opportunity 
to consider a range of issues in relation to the individual 
student, their family and the community. As well as reflecting 
on the personal relevance of childhood issues, students are 
encouraged to consider the implications for future interactions 
with children, be these as a parent, friend, carer or educator. 
Children and childhood are examined from a multidisciplinary 
perspective and students have opportunities to link theory and 
practice. The approach taken in this syllabus views childhood 
learning as experiential, that is, children are active learners and 
learn and make sense of the world around them through their 
experiences and through their interactions with others. 
 
Why study this course? 
Exploring Early Childhood Stage 6 aims to develop 
understanding, skills and strategies to enable students to 
support and foster positive growth and development in the 
young children with whom they interact through the provision 
of safe, nurturing and challenging environments. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The study of Exploring Early Childhood will support students in 
developing a commitment to, and capacity for, lifelong learning 
in this area. The course offers initial learning experiences that 
can lead to further post-school study at university or TAFE or 
vocational training in the context of the workplace. Learning 
may also continue through ongoing life experiences as an area 
of personal interest. 
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Food Technology 
 

 

 Course Description 
The syllabus provides students with a broad knowledge of food 
technology. The factors that influence food availability and 
selection are examined and current food consumption patterns 
in Australia investigated. Food handling is addressed with 
emphasis on ensuring safety and managing the sensory 
characteristics and functional properties of food to produce a 
quality product. The role of nutrition in contributing to the 
health of the individual and the social and economic future of 
Australia is explored. The structure of the Australian food 
industry is outlined and the operations of one organisation 
investigated. Production and processing practices are examined 
and their impact evaluated. The activities that support food 
product development are identified and the process applied in 
the development of a food product. Contemporary nutrition 
issues are raised, investigated and debated. 
 
Why study this course? 
Food Technology Stage 6 aims to develop an understanding 
about food systems and skills that enable students to make 
informed decisions and carry out responsible actions. Students 
will also develop an appreciation of the importance of food to 
the wellbeing of the individual and to the social and economic 
future of Australia. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
Students undertaking Food Technology will be able to make 
informed responses to changes in the production to 
consumption continuum and exert an influence on future 
developments in the food industry as educated citizens and 
in their future careers. 
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Hospitality 
 

 

 Course Description 
The hospitality industry represents a range of food and 
beverage services - restaurants, cafes, coffee shops, pubs, 
clubs, bars, nightclubs and casinos. Catering operations provide 
an extensive range of food and beverage services to individuals 
and/or organisations in different industries. 
 
Industry curriculum frameworks (Frameworks) provide students 
with the opportunity to gain industry-recognised national 
vocational qualifications under the Australian Qualifications 
Framework (AQF) as part of their NSW Higher School Certificate 
(HSC). This HSC examination mark contributes to the calculation 
of their Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 
 
Work placement is a mandatory HSC requirement within this 
Framework and minimum hours have been assigned to HSC VET 
courses 
 
Why study this course? 
The industry has an extensive variety of job roles ranging from 
administration and service-based roles (hosts and waiters) to 
operational (kitchenhands and cooks), to supervisory and 
management positions (head chefs and kitchen managers). 
 
While the hospitality industry is one of the largest employers in 
Australia, it currently faces workforce shortages 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Hospitality Specialisation Study is for students with 
particular interest in, and aptitude for, the industry.  
The Hospitality Specialisation Study (60 indicative hours) course 
provides a pathway to the following qualifications: 
Statement of Attainment towards: 
SIT30921 Certificate III in Catering. 
The Hospitality Specialisation Study (120 indicative hours) 
course provides a pathway to the following qualifications: 
SIT20322 Certificate II in Hospitality 
SIT20421 Certificate II in Cookery 
Statement of Attainment towards SIT30921 Certificate III in 
Catering. 

2  U n i t s 
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Industrial Technology 
 

 

 Course Description 
Industrial Technology has been developed to incorporate 
content related to current and developing technologies. It 
offers students the opportunity to study the interrelationships 
of technologies, equipment and materials used by industry and 
to develop skills through the processes of design, planning and 
production. 
The subject provides students with a choice of five different 
focus area industries, through which they can study the course. 
These focus areas have been chosen to cover a wide range of 
potentially accessible and locally available technologies. 
 
Why study this course? 
Industrial Technology seeks to raise students’ awareness of the 
interaction between technology, industry, society and the 
environment, and to develop their ability to make value 
judgements about issues, decisions and problems arising from 
this interaction. Students achieve this by applying practical 
experiences to the study of the technology, management and 
organisation of industry. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The course has been designed to be inclusive of the needs, 
interests and aspirations of students and it provides 
opportunities for them to learn explicitly about gender issues 
relating to the industry studied. It also caters for students who 
wish to undertake further study in a related area at university 
level or to pursue further industry training. Therefore, the skills 
and knowledge gained through the study of Industrial 
Technology Stage 6 will enable students to make positive 
contributions to Australian industry and society 

 Electronics 
 Multimedia 
 Timber 
 Graphics 
 Automotive 
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Software Engineering 
 

 

 Course Description 
The study of Software Engineering 11-12 enables students to 
develop an understanding of software engineering as a facet of 
computer science. Students have the opportunity to develop 
knowledge and understanding of software engineering, 
hardware and software integration, and the development, 
implementation and evaluation of computer programs. They 
focus on a systematic approach to problem-solving when 
designing and developing creative software solutions. 
 
Why study this course? 
Software Engineering promotes a deeper understanding of 
fundamental concepts, programming languages and innovative 
technologies, leading to greater flexibility when developing 
software solutions. Students perform project work and apply 
their knowledge and skills in: programming fundamentals, the 
object-oriented paradigm, programming mechatronics, secure 
software architecture, programming for the web and software 
automation, and use the acquired knowledge and skills to 
develop a software engineering project. Project work enables 
students to collaborate on problems and develop team and 
communication skills that are highly valued in the industry. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The Software Engineering 11-12 Syllabus provides students 
with the opportunity to develop their computing skills across 4 
domains: technical skills, social awareness, project 
management and thinking skills. Students are encouraged to 
transfer knowledge to new situations and projects, building on 
technical skills and past learning. They enhance their 
understanding of project management through collaboration, 
communicating ideas, engaging in processes and designing 
solutions. 
 
The aim of Software Engineering is to develop in each student: 

• A capacity to think creatively to develop and program 
software solutions 

• An ability to apply knowledge, understanding and 
thinking skills to develop and communicate solutions to 
real-world problems. 
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Textiles & Design 
 

 

 Course Description 
The Textiles and Design Stage 6 Syllabus provides a curriculum 
structure that reflects the important role that textiles play in 
society. Textiles protect, provide comfort, have social meaning, 
respond to cultural influences and perform a range of 
necessary functions in the textiles industry and other 
industries. 
 
This syllabus investigates the science and technology of textiles 
through a study of properties and performance, allowing 
students to make informed consumer choices in the textiles 
area. Technological and practical skills are developed and 
enhanced through the use of textile-related technologies, 
including those that are computer-based. The concept of design 
elements and principles, as being both functional and aesthetic 
and as part of the creative design process, are examined within 
the specialised field of textiles. 
 
Why study this course? 
This course investigates textiles in society and promotes a 
greater understanding of the significance of different cultures 
and their specific use of textile materials. 
 
Through the area of study relating to the Australian Textile, 
Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries, the course offers 
students the opportunity to explore advances in technology, 
current issues facing the industry and employment 
opportunities. 
 
What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 
The course provides pathways into further education and 
training or employment in textile related fields, allowing 
students who undertake Textiles and Design Stage 6 to 
contribute positively to industry and society. 

2  U n i t s 
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