
    

 

Principal’s report 

NAPLAN results 

Students in years 3 and 5 will today bring home their NAPLAN reports. Our students completed the NAPLAN 

assessments online back in May. We were one of 400 schools across NSW selected to trial the online platform in 

preparation for all schools going online by 2020. 

Dudley Jones Tennis Tournament 

This Friday twelve of our senior students will compete in the Dudley Jones Tennis Tournament at the Grafton City 

Tennis Courts. Play begins at 9:15am and may conclude around 2pm. Parents need to make arrangements to get 

students to the courts and pick them up afterwards. This year marks 50 years since the tournament began and 

students from the Clarence small schools and Catholic schools will compete for the Sharon Edwards Shield, named 

after missing Coutts Crossing teacher and long time tournament organiser Sharon Edwards. Good luck tennis 

players! 

Old School Day BBQ 

Thank you very much to those parents who sent in donations for the sausage sizzle lunch enjoyed by all students 

yesterday. A total of $142 was raised to help provide some extra needed funds for the Baker-Whalley family as they 

support their son Ben through his treatment. 

Lake Ainsworth excursion 

Our senior students are getting excited with our Lake Ainsworth excursion less than a week away. We will leave from 

the bus interchange at South Grafton next Monday at 8:30am. Don’t forget to pack recess for Monday! Whilst at 

Lake Ainsworth students will enjoy activities such as sailing, snorkelling, archery, raft building, stand-up paddle 

boarding and rock climbing. They will also meet up with old friends from Nymboida and Tucabia schools and make 

friends with kids from a range of other schools. It will be a full-on week and they will be exhausted by the end of it. 

We estimate that we will be back in South Grafton on Friday around 3pm. Keep an eye on the school Facebook page 

for photo updates of all the fun each day. 

Adopt a backpack 

Please, please, please consider adding a small toy, book or art supplies to your weekly shopping and send it in to add 

to our backpacks that will be taken to Coonamble for the kids of farming families before Christmas. It doesn’t have to 

be much, think – ‘stocking fillers’. Any unwanted, but clean, backpacks are also needed to pack gifts into. Thanks to 

everyone who has already supported this initiative. 

Cheers, 

Andrew   
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Principal’s report 
Uniform 

What a great start to the year in terms of students wearing uniforms! Every day so far we have had every child in 

school uniform. Although children are allowed to wear hats of their choice, the preferred hats are the school 

bucket hat and the school cap. Both of these are available to purchase from the office. We ask that children wear 

joggers to school although elastic-sided boots and traditional black school shoes are also fine. Please do not send 

children to school in thongs or crocs unless it is a special day like surfing or swimming. Please label each clothing 

item with your child’s name – it makes it easier to return it to them. 

100 nights of reading 

This year we are again encouraging children to read for pleasure at home by holding the ‘100 Nights of Reading’ 

challenge. Teachers will soon send home recording sheets for children and parents to record each night they 

have completed 10-15 minutes of reading. This can include being read to by a parent, grandparent or older 

sibling. Children achieving 100 nights of home reading before the end of November will be treated to a pizza 

lunch at the end of the year, but the greater reward will be the significant improvement in their reading, writing 

and spelling that comes with regular reading. 

Use of school playground after hours 

Students who attend our school are allowed to use the playground and tennis court after school, on weekends 

and during holidays if they are with a parent or carer. An older sibling doesn’t count. Children who don’t attend 

our school are not to be on site and are trespassing if they are.  

Swimming carnival 

Due to the ongoing building works at the Grafton pool, we are not able to hold a school swimming carnival again 

this year. Students who are turning 8 or older this year, and can swim 50 metres, will have the opportunity to 

progress straight to the Clarence District swimming carnival being held at the Grafton pool next Friday, February 

21
st

. A note will come home with interested students today to nominate which events they wish to compete in. 

Please return these as soon as possible. 

AFL Gala Day 

A Small Schools AFL gala day is being held for our small schools at Fisher Park in Grafton on Friday February 

28
th

. This is for all primary students in years 3-6. It will be a fun day of modified games designed for kids with no 

experience in AFL football to have some fun with students from the other small schools. Children will travel by 

bus and a permission note and more details will be available soon. 

NAPLAN 

This term, students in Years 3 and 5 will undertake the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 

(NAPLAN). NAPLAN provides schools with valuable information about your child’s/children’s learning 

progress in literacy and numeracy. The NAPLAN 2025 test window will take place from Wednesday 12 March 

to Monday 24 March. 

 

Cheers, 

Andrew 
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CANTEEN:    TERM 1 

17th Feb – Nicole & Jennah 

24th Feb – Vashti & Amy 

 

 

If you are able to give up one 

Monday a term to volunteer in 

the canteen, please contact 

Sandra in the front office. 

66473121 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS – TERM 1 

Friday Feb 21st – District 

Swimming carnival 

Friday Feb 28th – AFL Gala Day 

March 12-24 – NAPLAN testing for 

Years 3 & 5 students 

Thursday Apr 3rd – Small Schools 

Cross Country 

Friday Apr 4th – Surfing K-6 
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