
 

 

CONSERVATORIUM HIGH SCHOOL 
  

APPLICATION INFORMATION FOR  
ENTRY INTO 2027  

KEY DATES 
●​ Online applications close Monday 1st June 2026 at 10:00am.  
●​ Theory and aural examinations for all applicants will be held between 

Monday 22nd - Friday 26th of June 2026. The school will arrange an 
assessment date for all applicants via email. 

●​ Second Round auditions will be held between Monday 3rd - Friday 7th of 
August 2026.  

MUSIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
In 2026 auditions to the Conservatorium High School will be held in two rounds. All successful 
applicants to the school will be required to complete both audition rounds for entry in 2027. 

FIRST ROUND​
ALL applicants to the Conservatorium High School will need to complete the following:  

●​ An online application form. 
●​ A first round audition video (uploaded to youtube as a private/unlisted video and 

included on the application form). Please see below for detailed instructions. 
●​ An aural acuity test, held at the Conservatorium High School in late June. 
●​ A written music theory exam, held at the Conservatorium High School in late June. 

First Round Audition Video 
By 10:00am on MONDAY JUNE 1st 2026 all applicants are required to upload a first round 
audition video.  
 
Video Requirements: Audition Videos must be filmed as a single unedited take. Any edited 
videos will be disqualified from consideration. The video must clearly display the student and 
their instrument. For piano applicants, we require a clear view of the pianist’s hands. 
​
Length: The entire video must not exceed 10 minutes in length. 
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Accompaniment: All audition videos should be performed without accompaniment. 
 
Video Submission: The audition video must be uploaded as an Unlisted (Privately Listed) 
video on Youtube. Please visit this link for upload instructions. The video must be titled with the 
name of the applicant. All repertoire featured in the video must be listed in the video details (see 
the link above for detailed instructions).  
 
Repertoire: All applicants are required to present two contrasting pieces of music from 
different stylistic periods. The first piece must be lively in tempo and demonstrate the 
student’s technical facility - for example, an etude or technical study. The second piece must be 
slower in tempo and highlight the student’s capacity for musical expression. Both pieces must 
be performed on the same instrument. The applicant is required to introduce themselves 
(stating their name and age) and list their repertoire (stating the title and composer of their 
audition pieces in order of performance) before commencing their performance.  
 
Multiple Submissions: Students may submit first round auditions videos on more than one 
instrument if they wish. However, each video audition must meet all the requirements listed 
above. 
 
Composition Applicants ​
In addition to submitting a video audition, students applying under the Composition Pathway (for 
entry in Year 10) are also required to submit a portfolio of work (scores and recordings of 3 
contrasting compositions). 
 
SECOND ROUND​
SELECTED applicants will progress to the second round, where they will all complete the 
following: 

●​ Second Round in-person audition on an instrument or voice [Only ONE audition per 
second round applicant] 

●​ Interview with CHS staff 
●​ Submission of NSW Selective High School Placement Test results OR submission of 

Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, 5th ed. results 
●​ Collaborative Creativity Workshops 

 
All second round applicants will be required to attend a live performance audition. Students 
applying for the Keyboard, Instrumental or Vocal Pathways will attend a 30 minute audition. 
The applicant is required to prepare 3-4 contrasting pieces of no more than 20 minutes in 
total duration for the live audition. Each presented work must be 5 minutes or less in duration. 

The live performance audition for Composition Pathway will be 15 minutes long. The applicant 
is to prepare two contrasting pieces on an instrument of their choice of no more than 10 
minutes total duration.​
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All performers requiring accompanists for the second round should notify the school in advance. 
The school will provide each applicant with an in-house accompanist on their audition day. 

The school will send further information by email about the different components of the second 
round audition closer to the audition date. 

PATHWAYS 
On their first round application, all applicants are required to choose one of the Study 
Pathways outlined below.  This choice will determine the requirements of their “in-person 
audition” if they proceed to the second round. Further information regarding pathways can be 
found here. 

The school may alter, add, or include components of the process to ensure the most up-to-date 
and effective selection process. 

ENTRY INTO YEARS 7 - 9 IN 2027 

Students will choose ONE of the following Study Pathways: 

●​ Keyboard Pathway  
  OR 

●​ Instrumental (non-keyboard) Pathway  
  OR 

●​ Vocal Pathway  

If a student is proficient at more than one instrument, we encourage them to submit videos of 
themselves performing on a second/additional instrument as part of their first round application. 
This is optional, but encouraged for students applying for the Keyboard or Vocal Pathways, as it 
is mandatory for ALL students at Con High to undertake Large Ensembles (Symphony 
Orchestra, String Orchestra, Wind Orchestra, Choir etc.). 

ENTRY INTO YEAR 10 IN 2027 

Please note, due to our accelerated HSC Music program, we have stopped accepting 
applicants applying to enter in Year 11. At the Conservatorium High School HSC course work 
commences in Year 10 for all students. 

Students wishing to enter in Year 10 will choose ONE of the following Study Pathways: 

●​ Keyboard Pathway  
  OR 

●​ Instrumental (non-keyboard) Pathway  
  OR 

●​ Vocal Pathway 
  OR 

●​ Composition Pathway 
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If a student is proficient at more than one instrument, we encourage them to submit videos of 
themselves performing on a second/additional instrument as part of their first round application. 
This is optional, but encouraged for students applying for the Keyboard, Vocal, and Composition 
Pathways, as it is mandatory for ALL students at Con High to undertake Large Ensembles 
(Symphony Orchestra, String Orchestra, Wind Orchestra, Choir etc.). 

Students may specialise in Musicology once they are at the school, but will need to audition for 
one of the performance or composition pathways. 

INSTRUMENTAL STUDIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
 
The following instruments are currently taught at the School.  
 

●​ Keyboard: Piano, Harpsichord, Organ 
●​ Strings: Violin, Viola, Violoncello, Double Bass, Harp, Guitar 
●​ Woodwind: Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, Saxophone, Recorder 
●​ Brass: French Horn, Trumpet, Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba 
●​ Percussion: Timpani, Orchestral Percussion 
●​ Voice 
●​ Composition 
●​ Jazz Studies  

 
Students must audition on one of the above instruments. If your instrument is not listed above 
and you wish to audition, please contact the Music Admin Manager at 
conservat-h.admin@det.nsw.edu.au  

ACADEMIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
The school draws on a mix of assessments and data when considering applications. We also 
follow the NSW Department of Education’s policy on High Potential & Gifted Education. 
 
All applicants must submit the results from their last two rounds of NAPLAN tests as part of 
their application form. (For example, Year 3 AND Year 5; OR, Year 5 AND Year 7; OR, Year 7 
AND Year 9) 
 
Students applying for Year 7 must ensure they have completed the NSW Selective High 
School Placement Test. Data from this test are valid for two years and are also required for 
students applying for entry into Year 8. (Students who have missed the Selective Schools Test 
may undertake a Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, 5th ed. (WISC-V).). 
Students applying for entry in Years 9 - 10 are required to provide the full results of a 
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children, 5th ed. (WISC-V) certified by a psychologist. The 
WISC-V results are not required for the first round, but must be included as part of the 
applicant’s second round materials. 
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Please contact the school if the applicant is unable to meet the above requirements for reasons 
beyond their control.  

APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
 
The first round application process commences with the submission of the completed 
application form by Monday, June 1st at 10:00am. In the form you will be asked to upload the 
following as ONE PDF Document.  

●​ Copy of Birth Certificate OR Australian Citizenship Certificate OR Passport OR 
Australian Visa documentation. 

●​ A recent passport or school photograph (head and shoulders) of the applicant. 
●​ NAPLAN Results from the previous two rounds of testing. 

 
The application form will also ask you to provide: 

●​ Information about the student’s musical education (including a list of the instruments 
played, and the number of years studied) 

●​ Contact and personal information for the applicant 
●​ Link/s to your first round audition videos  
●​ A Composition portfolio with links to recordings (for Composition Pathway students) 

 
The Application Form must be completed and submitted online by Monday the 1st of June 
2026 by 10:00am. 

In early June, the school will contact each candidate via email to schedule the onsite aural and 
theory examinations. These will be held between Monday 22nd - Friday 26th of June 2026 at 
the Conservatorium High School.   

The second round audition process will commence in July. After assessing the first round 
applications and examinations, successful applicants will be notified. An email scheduling the 
second round audition and interview will be sent.  

To proceed into the second round, all applicants must pay a $100 audition fee. The audition fee 
pays for professional tutors to assist the school staff during auditions. The fee also helps to 
defray the cost of an accompanist, if required. The school will notify you as to how to pay this 
fee. 

The second round of auditions will take place in person between Monday 3rd - Friday 7th of 
August at the Conservatorium High School.  

At this time, we will also request the results from the applicant’s NSW Selective High School 
Placement Test or WISC-V assessment. 

The above confidential information is only provided to the School’s Placement Panel.  
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The panel will meet in September to consider the second round candidates. Successful 
applicants will be made an Offer of Placement & a Waiting List will be compiled. Unsuccessful 
applicants will be notified by the school in late September/early October. 
 
Audition reports are not made available to the public or parents/carers. 
 
If you have any queries please contact the Music Admin Manager at 
conservat-h.admin@det.nsw.edu.au  
The school may alter, add, or include components of the process to ensure the most up-to-date 
and effective selection process. 

 

 

 

Current as at: 23/02/2026 
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