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Chertsey Primary School 

GROWING AND LEARNING FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS 

 

Welcome back to a new and exciting school year at Chertsey Primary School! We hope you all had a wonderful break and 

are feeling refreshed and ready for the year ahead. 

Staff Changes 

We are pleased to welcome back Mrs. Scott, who is bringing her expertise and passion for teaching after relieving at Peats 

Ridge Public School last year.  

We would also like to warmly welcome Mrs. Thorsby and Mr. Mann to our team. Mrs. Thorsby, who is currently relieving Mrs. 

Longley whilst she is on leave, will be teaching across all classes three days per week. Mr. Mann will be supporting students 

as an SLSO (School Learning Support Officer) in our mainstream classes, Wednesday – Friday.  

Please note that Ms. Vaughan is currently on leave, and Ms. Bracken will be relieving until Ms. Vaughan returns on Monday 

of Week 4. We thank Ms. Bracken for stepping in during this time.  

I would like to extend my appreciation to Ms. Bracken and Mrs. Thorsby for supporting our two classes as they begin the 

school year. Both teachers have worked with and alongside Ms. Vaughan and Mrs. Longley previously and are not only 

knowledgeable of their class routines/structures, but know our students, staff and school routines.  

In the Loop! Term 1, Week 2 
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Announcements: 

● Term 1 - Kindergarten Curriculum Evening. This will recap the literacy and numeracy concepts presented to 

parents/carers during the Kindergarten transition program. Date to be announced. 

● In Week 4 this term, we will have our Yarn Up and Meet the Teacher. Our Yarn Up is for our Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander parents/carers and will be held at 2:40pm in the yarning circle followed by Meet the Teacher at 

approximately 3.15 pm. These are informal gatherings where you can meet your child’s teacher and staff, familiarise 

yourself with your child’s classroom and where they are sitting. 

 

● Coastwide Outside of School Hours Care: Coastwide OOSH 

Coastwide provides a nurturing environment that fosters growth, creativity, and connection. They are device free, and 

aim to keep our programming of activities relevant, fun and engaging, with lots of craft and outdoor activities (weather 

and safety permitting).  

    Got homework? No problem – let the educators know and they will make time for your child to make inroads into their 

homework while they are at the service.  

   Hungry before or after school? Easy fixed! The menu changes weekly - from fruit, cereal, toast for breakfast to freshly 

made scones or mini pizzas warm from the oven perfect for those cold afternoons after school. They have lots of 

gluten free options too. admin@coastwideoosh.com.au 

  

     Curriculum Highlights: 

This year, we will focus on several exciting initiatives, including: 
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● Game Changer: The Game Changer Challenge is the Department’s award-winning design thinking competition. 

Open to public schools across the state the challenge centres on discovering solutions for a real-world, wicked 

problem by applying classroom learning. A wicked problem is a social or cultural problem that’s difficult or impossible 

to solve, normally because of its complex and interconnected nature. We will select one school team, and this will 

be open to Stages 2 and 3. Applications will be out in Term 1. 

● PSSA Sport Basketball: Students will have the opportunity to participate in this competitive team sport. 

● Sporting Gala Days: We look forward to hosting and participating in various sporting events throughout the year. 

● Twilight Swimming Carnival: An exciting event for our students (8 years+) to showcase their swimming skills and 

enjoy a fun evening. It will be held at Gosford Pool 5pm on Tuesday, 25th February, 2025 (Term 1, Week 5). A note 

will be sent out via SchoolBytes soon. Please note this event is for competitive swimmers. 

● Excursions/Incursions: Students will get to experience a wonderful range of curriculum aligned excursions this 

year. Incursions are also booked, including Life Education in Term 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We encourage parents to support their children’s learning by engaging with these topics at home.  

We make every attempt to spread excursions across the year however due to event availability, this was not a 

possibility this year. I will communicate estimated costs soon so you can pay in small amounts if this is convenient.  

 

Reminders: 

● Don’t forget to update any changes to your contact information through the school office. 

● If you child requires medication to be administered throughout the school day, including short term medication e.g. 

pain or antibiotics. Please complete the required form on SchoolBytes prior to bringing the medication in. 

 

Get Involved: 

We encourage all parents and guardians to get involved this year! If you have knowledge or skills in an area we would 

love to know, and we can include you in curriculum areas and celebrations. I will be holding a short afternoon session 

for parents/carers who would like to do so to provide information on upcoming events, ways you can help and 

confidentiality guidelines. 

Years Term 2 Incursion 

Kindergarten – Year 6 Life Education 

Years Term 3 Excursions 

Kindergarten (ES1), Year 1 and 2 (S1):  The Reptile Park 

Year 3, Year 4 (S2) and Year 5, Year 6 (S3):  Sydney ‘The Rocks Walking Tour’ 

Year 5, Year 6 (S3):  Canberra 
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You may also like to join our P&C as a member or help out prior to or at P&C events. Your support makes a difference! 

 

Stay Connected: 

Stay updated by using the School Bytes App                              i      . 

Notes, and information are communicated through School Bytes and payments can be made here too. A school 
calendar is available here and is the most up to date place to check for all events.  

 

Communication with teachers can be made through School Bytes, or by emailing or phoning the school office.    

We ask that communication with teachers be between the hours of 8:30am - 3:30pm and we will endeavour to respond 
within 48 hours.  

 

We look forward to a fantastic year of learning, growth, and community spirit. Thank you for your ongoing support! 

Warm regards, 

Sarah Baldwin 

Principal 
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