
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Cessnock West Chatter 2026 – Term 3 Week 1  

 
Students have settled back into school routines for the beginning of Term 3. On Thursday, many students wore their pyjamas 
to school to raise funds for students in out of home care. Thank you to all our students who wore pyjamas and helped with 
this fundraiser. Thank you also to Mr. Majdandzic for organising this event.   
 
Our Leap into Learning transition program for children starting Kindergarten in 
2027 begins on Monday.  Leap into Learning is designed to help children begin 
their school journey with confidence. Through fun, engaging activities, students 
become familiar with the school environment, routines and staff, while our 
teachers can get to know each child, their strengths and their individual needs. 
This helps build positive relationships and ensures a smooth and successful start 
to Kindergarten. 
 
If you have a child ready to start school next year, we encourage you to contact 
the school office or enrol online through our school website. 
 
 
 

Education Week: Education Week will be held in Week 3, 
from 3rd-7th August. We will be holding an Education Week Assembly on Friday 7th August. Families are 
invited to join us for the special assembly and a picnic morning tea. Please come along, you can bring your 
own morning tea or purchase a hamper from the canteen CWPS and enjoy spending time in our school as 
we celebrate learning.  
 
 

This week in our West Way Wellbeing lesson, students reviewed the importance of lining up and moving safely and 
respectfully around our school. They revised the West Way expectations for walking in a line, including keeping eyes forward, 
hands by their sides, using quiet voices, walking (not running), and staying to the left. Students also practised the correct 
routines for lining up after play breaks and at the canteen, focusing on being safe, respectful and responsible. Through 
discussions, games and practical activities, students explored how following these routines helps create a calm, safe and 
positive learning environment for everyone. 
 
NAPLAN: Student in Year 3 and Year 5 who sat NAPLAN in Term 1 received their NAPLAN results this week. Following this 
Chatter is a letter with information about the NAPLAN report.   
 
 Assembly: Our next assembly will be held on Friday 31st July starting at 12.45pm.  

 

Attendance Don’t be late! Starting school on time is important not only for 
learning, but also for reconnecting with friends. School is the best place to learn, 
and we can’t wait to see our students on time every day.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Families can access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-
calendar.html   
 
Dates for your diary: 
Tuesday 21st July:  First day of Term 3 for students 
Tuesday 21st July: P&C Meeting 
Thursday 23rd July:  Pyjama Day 
Tuesday 28th July:  100 Days of Kindergarten 
Wednesday 29th July:  Photo make up day 
Mon 3rd –Fri 7th August:  Public Education Week 
Monday 10th August:  AECG meeting 4pm @ Cessnock Public School 
Thursday 27th August:  Book Week Parade 
Saturday 30th August:  P & C Bunnings BBQ 
Wednesday 2nd Sept:  Father’s Day breakfast 
Thursday 3rd Sept:  Father Day Stall 
Wednesday 9th Sept: Grandparent’s Day 
Wednesday 23rd Sept: Mini Fair 
Friday 25th September:  Last day of Term 3 
 
Warm regards,  
Anne McDonald 
Principal (Relieving)  
26/07/25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Growing Leaders at CWPS 
 
This week marked the exciting launch of our Learning to Lead program, a University of Newcastle initiative that 
Cessnock West Public School is proud to continue again this year. 
 
Learning to Lead is a peer leadership program where our Year 5 and 6 students lead fun and engaging physical 
activity sessions for students in Years 1–4 every second Friday. Through a variety of games and activities, students 
are developing fundamental movement skills while building confidence, leadership, teamwork and positive 
connections across our school. 
 
Our first session was a fantastic success, with students enthusiastically participating and enjoying the opportunity 
to learn and play together. We are excited to see the program continue throughout the term and watch our 
student leaders grow in confidence and capability. 
 
We look forward to sharing more highlights from Learning to Lead over the coming weeks! 
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NSW Education Standards Authority 

NAPLAN 2026 results: 

Information for parents and carers 
 

 
 
This fact sheet will help you interpret your child’s NAPLAN results.  

NAPLAN measures student achievement in numeracy, reading, writing, spelling, 
grammar and punctuation.  

Individual results reflect your child’s performance at the time of testing. NAPLAN is not 
about passing or failing, it is intended to assess learning progress over time. 

What are proficiency standards? 
Since 2023, NAPLAN results have been reported against proficiency standards.  

Proficiency standards are set at a level expected for your child at the time of NAPLAN 
testing, based mainly on what has been taught in previous years of schooling. 

The proficiency standards include 4 proficiency levels: 

• Exceeding: The student’s result exceeds expectations at the time of testing.  

• Strong: The student’s result meets challenging but reasonable expectations at 
the time of testing.  

• Developing: The student’s result indicates that they are working towards 
expectations at the time of testing. 

• Needs additional support: The student’s result indicates that they are not 
achieving the learning outcomes expected at the time of testing. They are likely 
to need additional support to progress satisfactorily.  

Proficiency level descriptions are available on the National Assessment Program 
website: nap.edu.au/naplan 

Why are proficiency standards used? 
Proficiency standards are used to provide clear information about a student’s NAPLAN 
achievement. The standards will allow you and your child’s teachers to easily identify 
areas of strength, as well as any areas that may need more support. 

How do I know if my child is meeting expectations? 

A result in the Exceeding or Strong level means your child has exceeded and/or met 
expectations for their current stage of schooling.  

A result in the Developing or Needs additional support level means your child has not 
yet demonstrated they are meeting expectations for their year level at the time of 
testing. 

The levels will allow you to easily identify areas where your child may require additional 
support. 

https://nap.edu.au/naplan
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Can I check my child’s progress against previous NAPLAN reports? 
Results from 2008 to 2022 cannot be directly compared with results since 2023. This is 
because a new measurement scale that is more suited to the online tests was 
introduced in 2023.  

Results from 2023 onwards can be compared to check progress. 

How do I know if my child is making progress? 
As students move through the NAPLAN years, proficiency levels become progressively 
more demanding. Maintaining a consistent proficiency level may still reflect genuine 
learning growth as students meet increasingly challenging academic standards.   

Your child’s teacher will have the best insight into your child’s educational progress. 

What has been done to acknowledge the impact of technical disruptions 
on my child's results? 
A widespread outage on the first day of testing caused disruptions to some students 
who were completing their writing test in Years 5, 7 and 9.  

Year 3 students were unaffected by the technical issues on the day as they complete 
the writing test on paper. 

ACARA has recognised that this affected students differently across individual 
students, classes and schools.  

To acknowledge the range of impact on a student's writing test, a caveat has been 
included on your child's report. ACARA has also recommended not including the 
school's writing mean, due to the variability in school experience following the platform 
outage on day 1. 

We recognise the exceptional efforts of teachers and principals who supported 
students to complete testing despite this year's disruptions. 

Can I appeal my child's result due to illness or stress on the day of 
testing? 
There is no provision for illness or misadventure in NAPLAN to adjust the score a 
student receives. There are processes in place that schools must follow to resolve any 
issues at the time of testing.  

It is important to highlight that NAPLAN results reflect your child’s performance on the 
day of testing, rather than being a full measure of their overall learning. Therefore, 
results should always be interpreted with care.  

Your child’s teacher can help you understand your child’s NAPLAN results including 
how they relate to their other school-based assessments and classroom learning, and 
whether your child might need any additional support. 

Questions? 
If you have any further questions, please contact your child’s school. 



Good for Kids acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land that we live and work on as
the first people of this country, and pay our respects to Elders past and present.

HNELHD-GoodForKids@health.nsw.gov.au 
https://goodforkids.nsw.gov.au

Help your child fuel their brain by:

Nutrition for Learning

Did you know that what children eat throughout the day can affect how
they learn?

Starting the day with a healthy breakfast
Enjoying regular meals and healthy snacks from the five food groups
Eating a variety of colourful vegetables and fruit
Drinking plenty of water to stay hydrated, especially at school

Healthy eating isn't about having a perfect diet—it's about making small,
everyday choices most of the time. Every nutritious meal and snack helps
children grow, learn and thrive.

A balanced diet provides the nutrients children need to concentrate, solve
problems, remember new information and stay energised throughout the
school day.

https://www.goodforkids.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:HNELHD-GoodForKids@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:HNELHD-GoodForKids@health.nsw.gov.au
https://goodforkids.nsw.gov.au/
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