
 

 

 
 

 

Cessnock West Chatter 2026 – Term 2 Week 9 

 
A Colourful Day of Fun! What a fantastic day we had at our Colour Run on Friday! Students had an amazing time running 

through clouds of colour, cheering each other on and celebrating their fundraising efforts. The highlight for many was the much-

anticipated teacher sliming, with students thoroughly enjoying watching our brave staff members get covered in slime! A huge 

thank you to Mrs Henderson and Mrs Wilson, our P&C President, for their outstanding organisation of the event. Thank you also to 

our dedicated P&C members for their support behind the scenes and on the day. Most importantly, thank you to our families for 

your incredible fundraising efforts and ongoing support. The day was a wonderful celebration of fun, community spirit and 

teamwork, and one our students will remember for a long time. 

 

NAIDOC Celebrations This week, we proudly celebrated NAIDOC Week with a range of engaging learning experiences. Students 

enjoyed learning Wonnarua language through games with Ms Linda Blake, exploring cultural artefacts, and hearing stories 

connected to local Aboriginal culture. We were also fortunate to work with local Aboriginal artist Miss Ryvah Shoesmith, who 

shared her artwork and guided students in creating their own pieces inspired by Country. Our Stage 3 Aboriginal students and 

Moani leaders demonstrated outstanding leadership as they facilitated Traditional Indigenous Games for younger students. It 

was a wonderful week of learning, connection, and celebration of Aboriginal culture, history, and achievements.  

 

Last weekend and throughout this week, I was once again reminded of how privileged I am to be the Principal of Cessnock West 

Public School. On Friday evening, I had the pleasure of attending Star Struck at the Newcastle Entertainment Centre to watch 

our talented students perform. This year's theme, "Out of the Ordinary," encouraged students to step beyond the expected and 

showcase their talents in exciting and creative ways. We were incredibly proud to have two groups representing our school – our 

Aboriginal Dance Group and our Star Struck Dance Group. Both groups performed brilliantly on Friday night and again on 

Saturday, demonstrating outstanding commitment, teamwork and enthusiasm. Congratulations to all of our Star Struck 

performers for their dedication and the way they represented our school. A special thank you to Mrs Floyd, Mrs Andrews and Miss 

White for their time, support and commitment in preparing our students for this wonderful opportunity. 

 

Our next P & C meeting will be on Tuesday 23rd June at 5pm at Cessnock Leagues Club. Please note that this is the new date. The 

P & C meeting is a great way to find out what is happening at school, meet other parents and become involved in the school.   

 

Our last assembly for Term 2 will be on  Friday 26h June at 12:40pm.  Entry is via Gate 4 and parents are welcome to attend. 

 

Working Together to Support Our Students At Cessnock West Public School, we value strong partnerships between home and 

school. If you would like to discuss your child's learning, wellbeing, raise a concern, or enquire about school procedures, we 

encourage you to contact the staff member best placed to assist you. In most cases, your first point of contact should be your 

child's classroom teacher. If further support is required, concerns can then be discussed with the relevant Assistant Principal:  

Mrs Hamilton (Kindergarten), Mrs West (Stage 1), Mrs Henderson (Stage 2) or Mr Duck (Stage 3), followed by our Deputy 

Principal, Mrs Anne McDonald, and then the Principal, Mrs Goodwin, if needed. Families can make contact by phone, email or 

through the school office to arrange a suitable time to discuss any concerns. If you are unsure who to speak with, please contact 

the office and our staff will help direct your enquiry to the appropriate person. We ask that parents and carers do not approach 

other students regarding school matters. Our staff are committed to working with families to address concerns in a fair, 

respectful and timely manner, ensuring the wellbeing and rights of all students, families and staff are supported. We welcome 

feedback, questions and suggestions and appreciate the opportunity to work together in supporting every child to succeed. 

 

Thank you to all of our parents and carers who attended Parent-Teacher Interviews on Wednesday. These meetings provide a 

valuable opportunity for families and teachers to work together, celebrate student achievements and discuss goals for future 

learning. We greatly appreciate the time you took to meet with our staff and engage in conversations about your child's 

progress. Strong partnerships between home and school play an important role in supporting student success, and we value the 

ongoing support of our families. A big thank you to our teachers for staying back after school to meet with families. We 

appreciate the time, care and dedication they put into supporting our students and building strong connections with parents and 

carers. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Kindergarten 2027 – Enrolments Now Open! We’re already planning ahead for our Kindergarten 2027 

 students. If you have a child starting school in 2027, we encourage you to contact the school office or  

enrol online via our website: https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html  

Our Leap into Learning transition program will begin this term, starting with a special afternoon tea  

on Wednesday 24th June.  

 

Attendance Matters Regular attendance is one of the most important factors in helping students 

 achieve success at school. We would like to remind families that planned holidays and travel  

should be scheduled during school holiday periods wherever possible. Students benefit most  

when they are at school every day, from the first day to the last day of each term.  

#EveryDayMatters #The West Way = School Every Day   

 

It’s wonderful to acknowledge the students who 

have shone brightly in both the classroom and 

playground. Our Shining Stars over the last few 

weeks are:   

 
 

 

 

As we move towards the end of Term 2, Now is the perfect time to have conversations with your children about online safety. The 

eSafety Commissioner (eSafety.gov.au) has practical resources to help with hard-to-have conversations, information for children 

under 5 and cyberbullying. To learn more, visit Online safety | eSafety Commissioner   

 

West Way Wellbeing – Checking for Understanding. This week, students learned about Checking for . Understanding and how 

it helps teachers know what students have learned and what they need to learn next. Students practised two important West 

Way learning routines: choral response and mini whiteboards. Through engaging activities tailored to each stage, students 

worked together to answer questions, share their thinking and demonstrate their understanding. These strategies encourage 

every student to participate, stay engaged and have a voice in their learning. At Cessnock West, we use checking for 

understanding to ensure all students are active learners and receive the support they need to be successful—that’s the West 

Way! 

 

Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html  

Date for your diary  

Tuesday 23rd June: P & C Meeting 

Wednesday 24th June: Leap into Learning afternoon tea 

Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th June: Yr. 4 ZooSnooz excursion 

Thursday 25th June: Stage 3 Readers Theatre (Wednesday 24th June – 4/5V Readers Theatre) 

Tuesday 30th June: Children's University on Campus Discovery Day 

Thursday 2nd July: Stage 3 excursion 

Friday 3rd July: Last day of Term 2 

Ruth Goodwin 

Principal      

19/06/26 

https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html


 

 

 
 

 

NAIDOC Celebrations  

This week, we celebrated NAIDOC Week. It is a time to celebrate and learn about the history, culture, and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

On Tuesday, we welcomed Ms. Linda Blake, a teacher from Newcastle High School, who introduced us to the 
Wonnarua language through engaging games. She also brought artefacts and culturally significant items for us 
to explore. The possum and kangaroo skins were particular favourites, and we enjoyed hearing Mrs. Floyd’s 
story about the “boondi” or whacking stick, while admiring the stone head axe. 

Wednesday was just as exciting with a visit from Miss Ryvah Shoesmith, a local Aboriginal artist and university 
student. Ryvah shared her own artwork and guided us in creating our own paintings connected to Country. We 
loved learning new art techniques and look forward to applying them in our cultural lessons next term. 

On Thursday, our Moani leaders along with other Stage 3 Aboriginal students led us through Traditional 
Indigenous Games (TIGS) rotations. It was inspiring to see our older students step into leadership roles and to 
discover how many modern games are influenced by traditional ones played long ago. 

It has been an incredible week of deepening our understanding of Aboriginal culture and history. 

Looking ahead, Cessnock City Council has planned a range of community events for NAIDOC Week starting on 
July 5th, and everyone is welcome to join in. 

Thank you to Mrs Floyd for organising this wonderful learning experience for all of our students.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 3 Reader’s Theatre Performances 

It is almost performance time! Check the timetable below to see when your class is performing. We can’t wait 
to see you there! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Students painted rainbows at the Colour Run fun! 

Red, yellow, green, blue, and every colour in between! Our Kindergarten to Year 6 students transformed into a 
vibrant rainbow at our Colour Run on Friday. A day packed with fun, colour, and laughter wouldn’t be complete 
without a big thank you to those who made it possible. 

So, a huge thanks to: 

• Our amazing P&C for organising this fantastic event and raising over $12 000  for CWPS! 

• Mrs Henderson for setting up the course and coordinating our staff and students 

• Our enthusiastic students for running with such energy while keeping safe 

• Our student winners for bravely sliming Mrs Smith, Mr Glanville, Miss Cartwright, Miss Lynch, and Mrs 
Goodwin 

• And finally, our families—for all the laundry you’ll be doing! 

Thank you all for making the day so memorable! 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

National Simultaneous Storytime 2026 

From Kindergarten to Year 6, students across our school joined millions of children around Australia in 
celebrating National Simultaneous Storytime 2026. 

This year’s featured book, Luna Roo: The Kangaroo Baller, written by Adam Jackson and Adrian Lloyd and 
illustrated by Jake Minton, captured the hearts of our students with its uplifting message of courage, 
perseverance and teamwork. At the same time as children in schools, libraries and homes across the country, 
our students gathered to share in this special reading experience and celebrate the joy of stories. 

National Simultaneous Storytime is a wonderful opportunity to encourage a love of reading and to highlight the 
important role books play in inspiring imagination and learning. Students enjoyed a range of activities inspired 
by Luna Roo and embraced the opportunity to be part of this nationwide celebration of literacy. 

Adding to the excitement, one lucky student from each class was selected to receive their very own copy of 
Luna Roo: The Kangaroo Baller to take home and treasure forever. These books were generously provided by 
our school library, and the delighted winners were thrilled to have a lasting reminder of this special event. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our library team for helping make National Simultaneous Storytime 2026 such a memorable 
occasion. We look forward to sharing another wonderful story together next year! 
Congratulations to all of our lucky book winners, and happy reading! 



 

 

Would you like to learn more about our West Way Expectations?  
Check out the CWPS Behaviour and Support Management Plan on our school website. 

 

 
 

 

 

Show me your understanding   

Our West Way lessons encompass a variety of important learning opportunities, including behaviour 
expectations, respect, responsibility, safety, and academic growth. This week, we focused on empowering our 
students to confidently demonstrate their understanding of the material. When students are able to clearly 
communicate their learning, they become strong advocates for their own educational journey. 

CWPS is proud of be a part of each and every 
student’s education journey. 

 

 

 

 

PSSA Touch Footy  

Both CWPS Touch Football teams played on Thursday. As always, the players on both teams gave it their all. 
Unfortuntely, we lost both games. We know that students will bounce back and continue to make themselves 
and the school proud. Three cheers for our touch football teams! 

https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/policies-and-reports



