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CESSNOCKWEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

Cessnock West Chatter 2026 - Term 2 Week 10

Leap into Learning Afternoon Tea: We were so excited to welcome our 2027 Kindergarten students and their
families to our Leap into Learning Afternoon Tea on Wednesday! It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces
enjoying games, afternoon tea, and getting to know our school community. Thank you to all the families who joined
us — we loved meeting you and can’t wait to see you again next term as we continue this exciting journey into big
school at Leap into Learning. If you have a child starting school in 2027, we encourage you to contact the school office
or enrol online via our website: https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.htm

Our Year 4 students enjoyed an unforgettable
ZooSnooz experience at Taronga Zoo this week.
Students had the opportunity to get up close with a
variety of animals, learn about conservation efforts,
and participate in engaging educational activities.
Spending a night at the zoo was a highlight, creating
wonderful memories and strengthening friendships. A
special thank you to Mrs Henderson for organising this
fantastic opportunity, and to Mrs Hadden, Mrs
Blackadder, Miss Flanagan, Miss Green and Mrs Crump
for giving their time to attend and support our students
throughout the excursion.

This week, our Stage 3 students proudly took part in the Readers' Theatre performance. Through teamwork,
expression and confidence, students brought their scripts to life and showcased their excellent reading and
performance skills. It was wonderful to see their hard work and enthusiasm on display. A special thank you to Mrs
Coolahan for organising this opportunity and to our Stage 3 teachers for their support in preparing students for this
successful event.

Attendance Matters As we approach the end of Term 2, we would like to thank families for supporting regular school
attendance. Every day at school provides valuable opportunities for learning, friendship and growth. Students
benefit most when they attend every day—from the first day to the last day of term. Attendance Matters - Every Day
Counts! #EveryDayMatters #The West Way = School Every Day

« ', It'swonderful to acknowledge the students who have shone brightly in both the classroom and
— — playground. Our Shining Stars for week 9 are:
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West Way Wellbeing - This week in our West Way lesson, students focused on the safe and

responsible use of sports and fixed equipment. Through discussions and activities, students O s
£Sy. KNO'
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explored how to care for school equipment, follow safety rules, share with others, and make

. . . : . - . CES N[O.C EST
positive choices during playtime. By understanding and practising these expectations, students aig iglfy 3¢ 4o KEEP
our playground safe, enjoyable, and respectful for everyone.—that’s the West Way!

Good luck to our talented Aerobics team, the Slick Chicks, as they compete in the State Championships this
Saturday. The team has worked incredibly hard, showing dedication, teamwork and determination throughout the
year. We are extremely proud of their efforts and know they will represent our school with pride. We wish them all the
very best for a successful and enjoyable competition!

As we move into Term 3, there will be some staffing changes at Cessnock West Public School. We wish Mrs Henderson
all the very best as she begins maternity leave and look forward to meeting her newest family member. During her
leave, Mrs Hadden will relieve as Assistant Principal Stage 2, with Miss Heaton teaching 3/4H. We also farewell Mr
Vogel, who will be moving to a school closer to home. We wish him every success at his new school. Miss Evans will
join our team and teach 4/5V. Mrs Goodwin will be taking leave and will return at the end of Week 3, Term 3. During
this time, Mrs McDonald will relieve as Principal and Mrs Blackadder will relieve as Deputy Principal. Mrs Witherson
will also be taking leave in the last week of Term 2 and first week of Term 3 and Mrs Taylor will relieve as Office
Manager. We thank all staff for their flexibility and commitment to ensuring a smooth transition and a successful
start to the new term.

Website: Each week we are updating our school website. The website can be accessed at https://cessnockw-

p.schools.nsw.qgov.au/

Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.qov.au/school-

calendar.html

Date for your diary

Tuesday 30" June: Children's University on Campus Discovery Day
Thursday 2™ July: Stage 3 excursion

Friday 3" July: Last day of Term 2

Tuesday 21 July: First day of Term 3 for students

Wednesday 29" July: Photo make up day

Wednesday 29" July: 100 Days of Kindergarten

Monday 3" -Friday 7" August Public Education Week

Monday 10" August: AECG meeting 4pm @ Cessnock Public School
Thursday 27" August: Book Week Parade

Saturday 30" August: P & C Bunnings BBQ

Wednesday 23" September: Mini Fair

Friday 25" September” Last day of term 3

Ruth Goodwin
Principal
26/06/26
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y Friends of our Environment Club

Friends of our Environment Club (FoE) have been very busy! In winter, we
- prepare our garden beds, so they are ready for planting out seedlings for
spring. Thank you to these enthusiastic gardeners for their hard work!

Using our playground equipment and sports equipment
safely and with respect

This week, students have been reminded about the importance of showing
respect and responsibility when using our sports and playground equipment.
They are learning to keep everyone safe by following the rules, returning
equipment promptly, reporting if items go out of bounds, and being

The West Way

considerate of others during play. eh
w
We are proud to see many students making safe and respectful choices on the P - 08

PUBLIC SCHOOL

playground. Well done, everyone—keep up the great work!

Would you like to learn more about our West Way Expectations?
Check out the 2026 CWPS Behaviour and Support Management Plan on our school website.

SPORT
NEWS

PSSA Boys Basketball Gala Day

On Tuesday, Cessnock West Public School competed in the
Maitland/Cessnock Boys Basketball Gala Day.

Playing with grit and determination, the boys won 2/3 games. Of
exceptional note were the defence skills and overall teamwork
of the boys. Their sportsmanship was outstanding,

representing Cessnock West with pride.
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Stage 3 Reader’s Theatre Superstars!

Stage 3 students recently showcased their literacy skills during Theatre Day 2026, impressing audiences with
their confident and expressive readers theatre performances. Throughout the week, classes 4/5V, 5/6N, 5/6S,
5/6G, and 5/60 took to the stage, performing a variety of engaging stories including “Goldilocks and the Three
Bears”, "Jack and the Beanstalk," "The Cat in the Hat," "The Very Cranky Bear," and "Midas and the Golden
Touch." Despite some last-minute changes due to absences, the students demonstrated impressive fluency,
expression, and courage in reading aloud with minimal props and costumes. CWPS congratulates all
participants for their wonderful efforts and thanks attendees for supporting this celebration of literacy and
performance.

LIGHTS,
CAMERA,
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LEAP INTO
LEARNING LAUNCH

We were delighted to launch the Leap Into Learning Program recently, welcoming our newest
students and their families as they prepare to start Kindergarten in 2027. Assistant Principal Mrs
Hamilton, along with Miss Lynch, Mrs Forster and Mrs Goodwin, enjoyed meeting everyone during this
special event. It was a wonderful opportunity to play games, connect with the children, and introduce
them to our school community. The program aims to support a smooth and confident transition to
school life, helping children feel excited and ready for their first year at school. We look forward to
continuing to nurture our future learners and sharing many more memorable moments with our
Kindergarten families.

For more information about enrolling your child in kindergarten next year, see our school website or
contact our front office on 02 4990 1637.

WHY CHOOSE CWPS?

Click here for more information about what makes CWPS the best choice.
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A day in the life of 5/6G

Today we visited 5/6G to find out what they have been learning. Visiting 5/6G is consistently a delight, with
students actively involved and enthusiastic about their learning. Miss Gunther creates a vibrant classroom
atmosphere where students are eager to participate and grow each day. Join us in celebrating their learning!

This week, students worked feverishly to prepare for their Reader’s Theatre performance. The students were
buzzing with excitement as they rehearsed their lines and tried out different character voices.

This week in Stage 3 have been busy; their days filled with engaging learning across English, Maths, and West
Way PDHPE. Today, students in 5/6G were invited to showcase a piece of work they are proud of, and their
enthusiasm and achievement truly shine in their smiles. Take a look at these proud faces as they celebrate
their hard work and success!

Eng“sh

Students hand been learning about figurative language and improving their handwriting skills.
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Mathematics

From fractions to angles and graphs, 5/6G shines brightly in all aspects of mathematics.

»7

h)

Meet Pencilsaurus! 5/6G’s class
mascot who encourages students
to work creatively and try their
best.

It is a ROARsome
dinosaur!
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Art and PDHPE West Zones

Students express themselves by creating artworks and articulating their emotions using the West Zones.

>

5/6G is a fantastic lolotce to b
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o[ DEAR PARENTS
N\ , ’
W If you have questions or concerns about your

CESSNOCK WEST child’s progress or wellbeing at school, please

PUBLIC SCHOOL follow this contact guide:

Start with your child’s teacher.

If further assistance is needed, reach out to:
6 Mrs Hamilton (Kindergarten) 0 Mrs Henderson  (Stage 2)
e Mrs West  (Stage 1) e Mr Duck (Stage 3)

Next, you can contact the

Deputy Principal, Mrs Anne McDonald

Finally, for unresolved matters, reach out to the

Principal, Mrs Ruth Goodwn

You can communicate via note, email, or phone to
set up a suitable time to discuss your concerns.

If you're unsure who to speak to, please call the office. 099
Share your concern, and we will guide you to the right person. ...

Please do not approach other children to discuss issues at
school. We value your input and are committed to handling
concerns with fairness and respect for everyone involved.

T%Lw@é you ({&/b y&w’b C&&p@m&&n/
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NSW Department of Education

Communicating with our school

CESSNOCKWEST
PUBLIC SCHOOL

All contact with our school is to be consistent with the School Community Charter respecting that our staff are primarily engaged with the teaching and caring of our students.

By phone

Urgent matters

Urgent matters require an action or

response from staff on the same day, like:

+ your student’s attendance

* changes to arrangements that need to be
communicated to your student

* your student’s health and wellbeing.

Non-urgent matters

Including:

* requesting a meeting with our school staff

+ requesting information about an
upcoming school event

+ providing brief information to the school

* raising a concern.

By email In person
Our school email address is: F and carers are wel tomeet
with our school staff.

cessnockw-p.school@det nsw.edu.au

You can email us about non-urgent

matters that do not require a same day

response, like:

* requesting a meeting with our school
staff

+ requesting information about an
upcoming school event

« providing information to the school such
as specialist reports

* raising a concern.

For matters that require an action or
r from staff on the same day,

What you can expect

If necessary, you will need to leave a
message with our office staff who will
identify the best person to respond to your
call, if needed. The response will happen
by the end of the next school day.

Our school phone number is:

02 4990 1637

You are welcome to phone our school during

school hours 8:30am - 3:15pm

please phone the school.

What you can expect
Emails will be:

« read within 3 school days of receipt.
+ acknowledged, if required

+ assessed to decide what action is needed,

including if a response is required
+ monitored between Monday to
Friday
during school terms only
- responded to by relevant staff only.

+ We prefer you phone or email a request,
briefly explaining the issues you wish to
discuss,

« or if the staff member is available at the
end of the school day, have a very brief
meeting. Please understand they may
have other duties to attend to.

You are welcome to bring a support
person or advocate, with prior notice, to
be present at any meeting.

What you can expect

Our staff will:

+ respond to your request within
3 school days

« discuss with you a mutually agreeable
time to meet and agree on what will be
discussed

+ decide who is best to meet with you.

By message

Torespond to an absence

message sent by our school system or
advise of a student absence by sending
aresponse to the text message
sent via Sentral

with the following information:
* student name

« grade/class

« date and reason for absence.

What you can expect

Our staff:

- will record your response in the
attendance system

- will not reply to text messages.
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Bike skills session at:

Build the skills. Grow the confidence.
Ride safely.

Why it matters

What kids will learn Learning to ride safely helps kids:
- Balance, braking and control - Become more independent

- Riding in real-world environments - Stay active and healthy

- Road awareness and decision-making - Feel confident getting to school

Program details

Help your child
learn to ride safely
and confidently

Location Bellbird Public School
13 Doyle Street, Bellbird, NSW 2325

Date 7/11/2026 Time 10:00-11:30AM & 12:30-2:00PM
Ages 8-12 years

Register now To register scan the QR code or visit:

https://ausbike.au/bike-skills-programs

Helping your child build confidence, stay active and travel safely to school, through the NSW Government’s
Get Kids Active program.
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