
 

 

 
 

 

 

Cessnock West Chatter 2026 – Term 2 Week 1 

 
All students have had a great returned to school for the start Term 2. They have started the term with  excellent behaviour and 

their best work in class. Great work, CWPS.  

 

At the beginning of Term 2, our staff took part in a School Development Day focused on inclusive education. Throughout the 

day, teachers, support staff and office staff engaged in professional learning to strengthen their understanding of disability and 

neurodiversity, and how we can best support every student at our school. Staff explored practical strategies to support 

neurodivergent learners, including students with autism and ADHD, and developed approaches to create inclusive, supportive 

classrooms where all students can thrive. There was also a strong focus on social-emotional learning, differentiated teaching, 

and making appropriate adjustments so that every child can access learning in meaningful ways. Importantly, our team also 

worked on strengthening partnerships between teachers and support staff, and building a welcoming, inclusive environment 

across the whole school. This professional learning ensures we continue to grow as a school that values inclusion and is 

committed to meeting the diverse needs of all our students. 

 

Due to the works on Wollombi Road the school bus stops will move to Alfred Street this Tuesday 28th April. If you would like 

further information about the road works or have any questions related to the road works please contact the Daracon project 

team on Phone: 4993 4100 Email: wollombiroadupgrade@cessnock.nsw.gov.au   

 

Our Year 1 students will be participating in the Year 1 Numeracy screener in week 4. The Year 1 Number Screening Check 

assesses key skills in number sense that support student success in later mathematics learning. The screener takes 

approximately 15 minutes and is carried out by classroom teachers with each student individually. More information about the 

screener is included later in this newsletter.  

 

Our P & C will be running the Bunnings BBQ to raise funds for our students on Sunday 3rd May. If you are able to help out on the 

BBQ, even for just an hour, please contact the P & C or the school office.  

 

The DoE and our school mobile phone policy states that students are not allowed to use mobile phones/smart watches at 

school, including during recess, lunch and before and after school when on school grounds. Students must hand their mobile 

phone/smart watch into the office immediately on arrival at school and in the afternoon collect their mobile phone/smart watch 

from the office after the bell and place it in their bag until they are out of school grounds. Please remind your child about these 

expectations.   

 

On Friday we held our ANZAC assembly at school. Our school 

leaders and Mrs Floyd did an exceptional job organising and 

running this assembly. Our School Captains led the laying of 

flowers at our ANZAC memorial.  Thank you to all our families 

who were able to join us. On Saturday our students marched in 

the ANZAC Parade down Vincent Street to the Cessnock War 

Memorial. Our captains, Stella and Luca, laid a wreath at the 

memorial during the ceremony. The behaviour of our students 

was outstanding, and they should be extremely proud of the 

way they represented CWPS.  
 

 

 

 

Our next assembly will be on this Friday, 1st May at 12.45pm in the school hall. Parents are welcome to attend. If you are 

attending, please enter the school via the canteen gate, Gate 4. At our assembly students receive merit awards for achievement 

in academics and displaying excellence in following our West Way expectations. Students can collect their merit awards and 

when they have five merit awards hand them in to the office to receive a Principal’s award.     
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This week in our West Way Wellbeing lesson, students revisited the expectations for classroom  

learning and playground behaviour. Classes discussed the importance of being prepared for learning by 

 arriving on time, organising their materials, and following daily classroom routines. Students reviewed  

how to enter and exit the classroom safely, line up appropriately, and demonstrate respect for others and their learning 

environment. They also explored the importance of staying in “Learning Green” by listening, following instructions, and making 

positive choices, as well as using strategies such as a “U-turn” to get back on track if needed. By understanding and following 

these expectations, students are helping to create calm, respectful and focused classrooms—the West Way! 

 

We have already started planning for our Kindergarten 2027 students. If you have a child enrolling in kindergarten in 2027, 

please contact the office or enrol online via our school webpage https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-

school/enrolment.html  Information about our Leap into Learning transition program will be sent home soon.  

 

#The West Way = School Every Day. While family holidays can be a wonderful opportunity for bonding and exploration, taking 

time off during school terms can impact your child's learning and development. Our school curriculum is designed to build 

sequentially, and missing days can lead to gaps in knowledge and skills.   We encourage you to plan family vacations during the 

designated school holidays whenever possible. If you must take time off during term, please complete an application for 

extended leave (available from the office) and ensure you communicate with your child's teacher to discuss how they can catch 

up on missed work.  #EveryDayMatters  

 

Wearing school uniform promotes a sense of belonging for students and creates a positive identity for the school community. 

We ask that all students wear school uniform to school each day, including a school jumper and school hat. Please make sure all 

uniform items are labelled with your child’s name, particularly jackets, jumpers and hats. If you require assistance with uniforms, 

please don’t hesitate to contact the school.  Our P & C run a second hand uniform shop at school. If you would like 

to purchase a second hand uniform for your child, please fil out a form which is available from the front office. The unform 

coordinators will fill your order and then ring you to let you know when it is ready to be picked up from the office. Thank you to 

our amazing uniform coordinator, Jenna,   

 

Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html  

 

Date for your diary  

Monday 27th April: ANZAC Day Public Holiday  

Sunday 3rd May: P & C Bunnings BBQ – volunteers needed 

Wednesday 6th May: Mother’s Day breakfast 

Thursday 7th May: Mother’s Day stall 

Monday 11th May: Stage 1 Wetlands Excursion 

Wednesday 13th May: Athletics Carnival 

Monday 18th May: AECG Meeting at 4pm Kersley PS 

Tuesday 26th May: National Sorry Day 

Wednesday 27th May-Wednesday 3rd June: National Reconciliation Week 

Monday 1st June to Friday 5th June: Dental Van 

Friday 12th and Saturday 13th June: Star Struck Performance, 

Friday 19th June: Colour Run 

Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th June: Yr. 4 ZooSnooz excursion 

Friday 3rd July: Last day of Term 2 

 

 

Ruth Goodwin 

Principal      

26/04/26 
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ANZAC Memorial Assembly  

Students gathered on Friday for a moving ANZAC Memorial 

Assembly, honouring Australian and New Zealand servicemen and 

women. Students listened to speeches and watched student 

representatives lay wreaths. All attendees observed a minutes 

silence to pay respect and remember the significance of ANZAC 

Day. The event encouraged students to appreciate the values of 

courage, resilience, and unity within the community.  

Thank you to Mrs Floyd and our school leaders for organising and 

presenting this special assembly. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Meeting expectations at school is the West Way 

In this week’s West Way lesson, focused on classroom and playground expectations. In their classes, students and 

teachers discussed the rules and routines in their classroom and playground so that everyone understands what they 

are and how to follow them.  

Having clear expectations creates a safe and happy learning environment where all students can thrive. We are 

proud to say that our students have returned to learning in Term 2 showing our core values; respect, responsibility 

and learning.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Would you like to learn more about our West Way Expectations?  
Check out the CWPS Behaviour and Support Management Plan on our school website. 
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Spotlight on KL 

Today we visited KL to find out what they have been learning. The whole class was excited to share their learning in 

spelling, writing and a special ANZAC Assembly.  Check out what they have been working on. 

The learning day starts with a check in with each student. Each student shared how they were feeling and that they 

were ready to start the learning day. The whole class was beaming as Miss Lynch listened to their stories with a 

broad smile. What a wonderful place to learn! 

Next, students focused on phonics. So far this year, students have mastered S, A, T, P, I, N, M. Today students 

worked on the letter and sound c. Each letter has a fun rhyme and actions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next, students had a fun dance 

movement break. Regular movement 

breaks help student focus on their 

learning.  

 

 

 

 

We said hello to the class Koala who gets to visit students at their homes 

throughout the year. You can see how loved this Koala is! During home 

visits, students write in a collective class journal. He has visited so many 

homes, KL has had to start a second journal! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

KL attended a special ANZAC Day Memorial Assembly in the hall and selected 

students placed flowers on our ANZAC cenotaph. In class, students created 

colourful artworks to show respect and remembrance to the ANZAC servicemen 

and women. 

 

 

Congratulations to all of the students in KL for your super learning! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Adopt a Book 

It was a lucky day for students at CWPS on Friday. All students were invited to choose a special book from our 

collection of pre-loved books to take home and keep! It’s wonderful to see how books inspire such joy and 

excitement among students. Thank you Mrs Blackadder for organising this! 

 

 

 

 

 



NSW Department of Education

Year 1 Number 
Screening Check
Information for parents and carers

What is the Year 1 Number 
Screening Check?
The Year 1 Number Screening Check is a short 
statewide assessment that tells teachers how 
your child is progressing in early number sense. 
This screening check observes how your child can 
recognise numbers, order numbers, count, compare, 
and add and subtract. 

Your child will sit with a teacher and will be asked 
to answer approximately 30 questions. The check 
normally takes 10 to 15 minutes. The Year 1 Number 
Screening Check is carefully designed not to be 
stressful for your child. If your child is struggling the 
teacher will stop the check. 

The main purpose of the Year 1 Number Screening 
Check is to provide your child’s teacher with 
information which will allow them to plan for 
your child’s learning. All Year 1 children will be 
individually assessed by a teacher. 

Contact your school if you have any questions 
about the Year 1 Number Screening Check.

What is number sense?
Number sense is the ability to understand, 
relate to, and work with numbers effectively 
to participate in daily life and make sense of 
the world. Some children find number sense 
challenging, so it is important these children are 
identified quickly. This way, teachers can plan for 
any specific support they may need.

Why is number sense important?
A good foundation in number sense supports your 
child to understand more complex mathematical 
concepts in the later years of primary school and 
high school. 

Telephone interpreter service
If you need interpreter assistance to contact the 
school, please call 131 450, tell the operator what 
language you need and ask them to phone the 
school. The operator will get an interpreter on the 
line to assist you with your conversation. You will 
not be charged for this service. 

education.nsw.gov.au Year 1 Number Screening Check - English



Good for Kids acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land that we live and work on as
the first people of this country, and pay our respects to Elders past and present.

HNELHD-GoodForKids@health.nsw.gov.au 
https://goodforkids.nsw.gov.au

Get ready to unplug by getting involved in Screen Free Week during the
first week of May. 

Screen Free Week is a time to disconnect from screens and spend time
doing activities that don’t involve technology, like being active, learning
new hobbies, and enjoying family time.

During Screen-Free Week, we encourage students and families to:
Play outdoor games or sports
Explore nature and enjoy the outdoors
Plan a picnic or barbecue
Write a letter to a friend or relative
Spend quality time with family, like having a board game night or
going for a walk
Try a new hobby, like dancing, drawing, cooking, or crafting!

Screen Free Week 2026

Source:  Screen Free Week (www.screenfree.org)
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