
 

 

 
 

 

 

Cessnock West Chatter 2026 – Term 2 Week 4 

 
Last Friday, our CWPS cross country runners proudly represented our school at the Zone Cross Country Carnival. All students ran 

extremely well and demonstrated determination and sportsmanship throughout the day. Congratulations to Kairo, who placed 

1st in the Boys 8/9 Years division, and Lilly Ann, who placed 4th in the Girls 8/9 Years division. Both students have qualified to 

compete at the Regional Carnival on Monday 25 May 2026. We wish them the very best of luck! 

 

Congratulations to our amazing CWPS Aerobics Team who competed at 

the Super Series: NEX Newcastle on Saturday and achieved an outstanding 

1st place result! We are incredibly proud of the dedication, teamwork and 

energy the students displayed throughout their performance. A huge thank 

you to the Mrs Forster and families who supported the team in preparing 

for their first competition. 

 

 

Due to the wet weather our Athletics Carnival has been postponed until Tuesday 26th May. A huge thank you to our P & C 

President Christine and Canteen Manager Kayleen, who went to Turner Park last Wednesday to collect the Athletics carnival 

canteen order and brought it back to school so students could have lunch orders.  

 

On Thursday our netball team was victorious against Kearsley PS and will now move on to the next round to play against 

Edgeworth PS. Thank you to Miss Flannagan and a special thank you to Ivy’s nan, Cathie, for coaching our team.  

 

🌟 What is a Shining Star at Cessnock West Public School 🌟  

At Cessnock West Public School, we are proud to celebrate our students who consistently demonstrate what it means to follow 

The West Way—being Respectful Responsible, Learners. Each week, we recognise two Shining Stars in each class— students who 

stand out by showing these values in their classroom, playground and around the school.  

Our Shining Star is someone who:  

• Takes responsibility for their actions and choices  

• Shows kindness, respect and care towards others  

• Engages in learning with a positive attitude and effort  

These students lead by example and help create a safe and supportive school environment. See below our Shining Stars for 

Week 3🌟  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Monty the Monster Fun Run is on the way! Get ready to run, support your  

school and have a blast! We will be holding a Colour Run fundraiser on  

Friday 19th June. More information will be sent home this week.  

 

 

Our next P & C meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th May at 5pm in the staffroom. Entry via Gate 4. This is the day before 

students return to school. All welcome to attend.   

 

On Friday we said thank you and goodbye to Miss Britten as she begins an exciting new permanent position at another school. 

Miss Britten has been a valued member of the Cessnock West Public School team, bringing organisation, dedication and a truly 

child-centred approach to everything she does. Her warmth and care have made a lasting impact on our students, and families 

and she will be greatly missed. We thank her for all she has contributed to CWPS and wish her every success and happiness at her 

new school. 

 

Kindergarten 2027 – Enrolments Now Open! We’re already planning ahead for our Kindergarten 2027 students. If you have a 

child starting school in 2027, we encourage you to contact the school office or enrol online via our website: https://cessnockw-

p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html Our Leap into Learning transition program will begin this term, starting 

with a special afternoon tea later this term. We look forward to welcoming our future learners and their families!  

 

National Walk Safely to School Day is this Friday and is an annual event that encourages students and 

families to walk safely to and from school. Walking to and from school has many physical, social and mental 

health benefits for students and their families. It can also assist with reducing the traffic congestion around 

our school. Remember to always hold your child’s hand until they are at least 8 years old and closely 

supervise them until they are at least 10 years old. Teach your child about being a safe pedestrian: Hold a 

grown-up’s hand when you cross the road, and when you’re on the footpath or in a carpark; Stop, Look, 

Listen, Think, every time you cross the road; Watch out for vehicles entering or leaving driveways; Use a safe place to cross the 

road; Avoid distractions - Set a good example by putting your phone away and focus on your surroundings.  

 

This week in our West Way Wellbeing lesson, students focused on how to demonstrate teamwork, responsibility and 

sportsmanship for our upcoming Athletics Carnival. Students discussed the importance of following instructions, looking after 

their belongings, encouraging others and showing positive team spirit throughout the day. It was wonderful to see students 

engaging in conversations about supporting one another to get ready to represent CWPS with pride—the West Way! 

 

Stay on Track with Attendance! #The West Way = School Every Day. At Cessnock West Public School, we believe that every day 

counts! Regular attendance is vital for your child's learning and development. Being present in the classroom not only helps 

students gain the knowledge they need, but it also fosters friendships and builds a sense of belonging within our school 

community. #EveryDayMatter  

 

Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html  

Date for your diary  

Monday 18th May: AECG Meeting at 4pm Kersley PS 

Tuesday 19th May: P & C Meeting @5pm 

Tuesday 26th  May: Athletics Carnival 

Tuesday 26th May: National Sorry Day 

Wednesday 27th May-Wednesday 3rd June: National Reconciliation Week 

Monday 1st June to Friday 5th June: Dental Van 

Friday 12th and Saturday 13th June: Star Struck Performance 

Friday 19th June: Colour Run 

Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th June: Yr. 4 ZooSnooz excursion 

Friday 3rd July: Last day of Term 2 

 

Ruth Goodwin 

Principal      

17/05/26 

 

https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html


 

 

 
 

 
 

Visit by Tim McCallum, Senior Director of Regional North Schools 

This week, teachers and students at Cessnock West Public School were delighted to welcome Tim McCallum, 
Executive Director, Public Schools, Regional North Directorate. During his visit, he observed a writing lesson in 
KHD and explored the OC Virtual Challenge Project with class 5/6O. Following these sessions, school leaders 
and selected students from each class joined Mr McCallum in our yarning circle, where they engaged in 
meaningful discussions and asked thoughtful questions. It was a privilege to host Mr McCallum at our school 
and to see so many students represent Cessnock West Public School with respect and strong leadership. 

Congratulations to Mayoral Scholarship Recipients 

Congratulations to our two Student Learning Support Officers, Ethan and Jasmine, for your scholarship 
towards your studies. We are proud of you both!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on 4/5V 

Today we visited 4/5V to find out what they have been learning. This creative crew were eager to share their 
learning in Reader’s Theatre, speech writing and art.  Check out what they have been working on.  

The Reader’s Theatre program has been incredibly successful in 4/5V. Students work in teams to learn ther 
script and think up voices and actions to support create their character. We can’t wait to see you all perform 
on stage later this term! 

 
 

In English, students have been exploring the text Pearl vs the World by Sally Murphy. It has inspired 
rich discussions about feelings of loneliness and grief, and how to overcome them. Students were 
inspired to create artworks for a new bookcover. They are fantastic! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have also been working on speeches in their class. Mr Vogel has encouraged each child to think 
creatively and write about something that inspires them. 4/5V are so excited to share their ideas with the class!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Well done 4/5V on your creative learning this week! 

 

 

 

 
 

Students have also been working on their cursive 
handwriting skillls.  

These pages are incredible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Would you like to learn more about our West Way Expectations?  
Check out the CWPS Behaviour and Support Management Plan on our school website. 

 

 

 

 

Preparing for the Athletics Carnival the West Way 

This week during West Way lessons, our sports house captains taught 
students about respect and responsibility at the Athletics Carnival. Our 
sport leaders demonstrating leadership skills by creating informative 
videos to prepare students for the events, routine and expectations of 
the carnival. Well done to our leaders! We know our students are now 
ready for the carnival, thanks to your efforts!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/policies-and-reports


 

 

2. If every player shakes hands once with every other player, how many handshakes will there be? 

 

 
 

 

Spotlight on Problem Solving in Mathematics 

In maths lessons, students learn that problem solving is an important part of applying their mathematical 
skills. Selected Stage 2 and Stage 3 students have been working with Mrs Blackadder to extend their problem 
solving strategies. This week, Stage 2 students were given two questions and asked to work in teams to explore 
how they might solve them. The classroom was buzzing with excitement! Would you like to have a go at solving 
these questions? See how our Stage 2 students worked it out. The answers are on the bottom of the page. 

 

 

 

1. 8 players are competing in a game to find the winner. Each game, the winner progresses and 
the losing playeris eliminated. How many games need to be played to find the winner? 

 

 

 

 

 
Premier’s Sporting Challenge 

The Premier’s Sporting Challenge motivates students to life healthy, active 
lifestyles. Over 10 weeks, students set fitness goals and track their 
progress. Students report their phsycial activity times each day to receive 
Bronze, Silver, Gold or the Diamond award. Activity at home and school 
counts towards their daily goals.  

More students, more active, more often. 

 

Can you solve these maths problem? 
Answer: 7 games, 28 handshakes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Year 6 Shirts 

Year 6 are looking incredible in their new shirts. The bright colours and 
contrasting sleeves make them stand out in the crowd!  

The shirt was designed by Ares, Coby and Tyler. They shared why each element 
was chosen and what they represent. 

Korreil Wonnai Eagle: Represents the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children across the greater Cessnock and Kurri area.   

Emu footprint: Emus can not walk backwards so the footprint represents 
going forward in our learning, trying to improve ourselves continuously. 

Aboriginal symbol of a meeting place: Cessnock is known as a meeting place 
for surrounding areas.  

Running water: Represents Black Creek, a popular local creek. 

Hands: Friendship and that we belong together at school.   

Green, white and dot pattern: Reminds student of their favourite Aboriginal 
artwork, the white representing the shore and the green representing the 
waterways.  

 

 

Pop Up Shop 

On Friday, we held our Pop Up Shop to reward students for displaying the West Way of 
Respect, Responsibility and Learning. Students earn tokens throughout the term and 
can use the tokens to purchase treats. There were lots of happy faces today! 
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   13 May 2026 

Wollombi Road Upgrade 

Daracon would like to advise there will be nightwork on Wednesday 20 May (weather permitting) and 

provide an update on traffic changes on Wollombi Road. 

What work are we doing? 

• Barrier installation 

• Line marking removal and installation 

• Traffic control signal work 

When we’ll be working 
For the safety of motorists and our workers, we need to complete some construction activities out of hours. 

Night work is on Wednesday 20 May between 6pm to 6am. You may notice work crews on site from 5pm 

to prepare for the shift and set up safety equipment.  

 

Where we’ll be working 

• Wollombi Road, located between James Street to Hutton Street 

 

The following table provides further information about out of hours work planned on Wednesday 20 May, 

weather permitting. 

Location Activity Duration Equipment 

Wollombi Road, located between 

James Street and Hutton Street 

Traffic control 

signal work 

1 night Traffic control, light vehicles, heavy 

vehicle trucks, lighting towers 

Barrier installation Traffic control, light vehicles, small 

trucks, mobile crane, lighting towers 

Line marking 

removal and 

installation  

Traffic control, light vehicles, medium 

trucks, lighting towers 

Delivery of plant and materials to site and access to the site compound on Wollombi Road, as required 

 

What will this mean for you? 
You may notice: 

• Workers and vehicles 

• Road closures and traffic control 

• Noise and vibration from machinery and equipment 

• Traffic delays may be experienced during the work 

• Changes to access and parking 
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How will the work affect you? 

The works will involve the use of machinery which generates light, noise and vibration. We will endeavour 

to turn off any machinery and vehicles when not in use. Works will only be carried out during approved 

hours. The work will also require changes to traffic and cyclist routes. Please note, pedestrian access will 

be maintained. 

Traffic changes 

There will be some temporary traffic changes to ensure the work zone is safe. Lane closures and traffic 

control will be in place during the work and may affect travel times. There may be short term intermittent 

stops and a temporary 40km/h reduced speed limit outside of peak times through the work zones for the 

safety of motorists and workers. 

Residents are advised to allow for extra travel time, keep to speed limits, and follow the direction of traffic 

controllers and signs. 

Parking and property access 
Parking changes will take place during night work on Wednesday 20 May between James Street and 

Hutton Street. 

Between James Street and Hutton Street, there will be: 

• Changes to parking on the eastbound on-street parking lane on Wollombi Road, from the night of 

Wednesday 20 May 

• Temporary access restrictions for properties located on the westbound lane on Wollombi Road from 

Thursday 21 May 

During the work, on-street parking and vehicle access will be restricted, where required. Pedestrian access 

will be maintained.  

Please note, access restrictions will be intermittent and directly affected residents will be contacted and 

advised of the likely impact as work progresses east from James Street.  

Please refer to the map below to communicate the changes. 

Contacts 

If you would like further information about the project, please refer to Council’s 

website: cessnock.nsw.gov.au/wollombiroad or contact the project team on 1800 290 

991, or email wollombiroad@daracon.com.au 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Location of work and traffic changes

mailto:eastend@daracon.com.au


Your child may be easily distracted and too 
small to be seen by drivers. They are still 
developing skills that help them to predict 
or identify dangers and may tend to act 
impulsively.

An adult should always be responsible for your 
child’s safety when out and about.

Talk with your child about safe behaviour on 
the footpath. It’s not a safe place to play as it 
is near the road and vehicles may be entering 
or exiting driveways. 

Until your child is at least 8 years old, 

Hold your child’s hand 

hold their hand:
• on the footpath
• in the car park
• when crossing the road.

Then, up until at least 10 years old, supervise 
your child very closely, and hold their hand when 
crossing the road. 

If you can’t be with your child, organise for 
another trusted adult to accompany them. 

At the end of the school day, your child may 
be excited,  distracted or tired and often not 
concentrating on what is happening around 
them. Help keep them safe by meeting your 
child at the school gate. Never call them across 
the road.

Children learn safe road user habits from 
you and will continue them when they are 
old enough to travel alone.

Key road safety messages to share with 
your child in Kindergarten to Year 2

• Hold a grown up’s hand when:

- you cross the road

- you’re on the footpath

- you’re in a car park

Key road safety messages to share with 
your child in Years 3 to 6

• Hold an adult’s hand when you
cross the road (until at least 10)

• Use a safe place to cross the road

• Stop! Look! Listen! Think! every
time you cross the road and keep
checking until safely across

For more information on keeping 
children safe in the road 
environment visit the families 
section on safetytown.com.au

Too many lives lost on NSW roads. 
Our goal is zero.
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