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Cessnock West Chatter 2026 - Term 1 Week 3 CESSNOCK WEST
PUBLIC SCHOOL

It has been another fantastic week of learning at Cessnock West Public School. Students are continuing to settle

into their classrooms and demonstrate the West Way in all areas of school life. It has been wonderful to see
students striving for their personal best and supporting one another in both the classroom and playground.

We are delighted to share some very special news from our school
community. Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Glanville welcomed baby
Harper at the end of Term 4 and Miss Morris who welcomed baby Leon. We
extend our warmest congratulations to both families on the arrival of their
beautiful babies. We look forward to meeting them in the future.

Our clothing pool is available for families who may need additional uniform items. If your child has outgrown
uniform pieces that are still in good condition, we would greatly appreciate any donations. Please contact the
office if you require support or are able to contribute.

The CCGPS Year 6 Leadership Day took place last Friday at Cessnock High School and provided a wonderful start

to the year. Year 6 students from our 13 Cessnock Community of Great Public Schools came together to connect,

collaborate and strengthen their leadership skills. Throughout the day, students explored ways to build a positive

school culture and support younger students, setting the tone for theirimportant leadership roles in 2026. We are

incredibly proud of the way our students represented Cessnock West and look forward to seeing the positive
impact they will have across our school throughout the year.
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S0 " Fundraiser Our school canteen will be closed this Thursday, 19* February. We will be holding a sausage
cassmonvenwibenominsa — Sizz|e fundraiser on Thursday 19" February. A note has been sent and students are able to order

sausage sizzle on Thursday 18

ﬁf’;‘;’ﬁ;ﬁﬂ:ﬂ;‘i’;ﬁ‘:x;, a sausage sandwich for lunch.
Our Swimming Carnival was a great success! Thank you to Mr Davies and our sport team for their organisation of

the event. It was fantastic to see so many students participating, challenging themselves and cheering on their
house mates. The sportsmanship and encouragement displayed throughout the day was wonderful to see.

Our fortnightly assemblies will begin on Friday 20th February at 12:45pm in the school hall. Parents are warmly
invited to attend. Entry is via Gate 4.

Playground Equipment Students are welcome to bring their own tennis ball or small bouncy ball to play with at
recess and lunch. Larger balls including footballs, soccer balls and netballs should remain at home. Students are
able to borrow netballs, basketballs, footballs and soccer balls from the sports store at lunchtime.

Healthy Lunch Boxes Children work best at school when they have healthy food to fuel their bodies and brains.
Please pack your child’s lunch box with healthy lunch options and snacks. Lollies and treats should be left at
home.

Attendance Matters Attendance at school is a key focus for 2026. Every day of learning counts. Students should
attend school each day unless they are unwell. Regular attendance ensures students have the best opportunity to
learn, build friendships and be their very best. We look forward to seeing our students at school every day.
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Laura Rumbel
THE playground at one
Hunter primary school just
became a little more crowd-
ed and a lot more confusing.

Four-year-old triplets
Camden, Dusty and Soli
Dunworth-Weekes have
traded their preschool days
for big school at Cessnock
West Public School.

The boys' arrival was a sur-
prise from the beginning.

Parents Natalie Dunworth
and Sarah Weekes discov-
ered they were expecting
triplets during a six-week
viability scan following their
final embryo transfer.

I knew there was some-

Four-year-old triplets Soli. Dusty and Camden Dunworth-Weekes are loving being at Cessnock West Public School. Picture by Laura Rumbel

thing different this pregnan-
cy,” Natalie told The Mair-
land Mercury. "We had the
scan and they told us there
were three heartbeats. Sarah
went white as a ghost."

Even though they're iden-
tical, the boys have unique
features and personalities.

"They've got totally differ-
ent personalities and their
mannerisms are quite differ-
ent too,” Natalie said.

With 57 students enrolled
in kindergarten this year, the
school has formed three sep-
arate classes. Natalie and Sa-
rah chose to place one triplet
in each room. The triplets are

joined at Cessnock West by
their older brother, Logan,
who is currently in year 4.

The boys have embraced
the change with enthusiasm.

“They wanted to stay at
school and didn't want to
leave,” Natalie said about the
boys' first day of big school.

According to the school's
principal Ruth Goodwin,
who is a mother of twins her-
self, the transition has been
remarkably smooth.

"We've had very few tears
from our kindergarten stu-
dents this year," she said.

From discussing their new
teachers to showing off their

) :

Triple treat: three hearts, three classrooms, one big adventure

classroom crafts, the triplets'
have adjusted excellently,
with Ms Goodwin saying the
transition was helped by the
Leap into Learning initiative.

"Seeing the triples settle
in so confidently, supported
by their jyear 6] buddies and
surrounded by familiar faces,
really shows how successful
transition programs set chil-
dren up for a positive and
successful start to school,”
she said.

CESSNOCK WEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

Cessnock West Public
School was recently
featured in The Maitland
Mercury following the
exciting start to school
for identical triplets,
Camden, Dusty and Soli.
The article highlighted
their smooth transition
into Kindergarten and the
supportive programs in
place at our school. It has
been a fantastic start to
the year, and we are
pleased to see not only
the triplets, but all of our
Kindergarten students,
settling in so confidently
and happily to big school.

Our next P & C meeting will be on Tuesday 18" February at 5pm in the staff room. Everyone is welcome to

attend.

Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-

calendar.html

Date for your diary

Tuesday 18" February: P & C meeting @ 5pm in the staffroom

Friday 20" February: Assembly 12:45pm

Tuesday 24" February: School Photo Day
Wednesday 25" February: Parent Meet & Greet
Monday 2" March: AECG Meeting 4pm Weston PS
Wednesday 11*" March-Monday 23 March: NAPLAN
Thursday 2" April: Easter Hat Parade
Thursday 2™ April: Last day for Term 1
Wednesday 22" April: First day of Term 2

Ruth Goodwin
Principal
13/02/26
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CESSNOCK WEST
Our school leaders for 2026 are already shining! PUBLIC SCHOOL

We are excited to introduce the new school leaders of 2026 at Cessnock West Public
School. This dynamic group brings a fresh wave of enthusiasm, dedication, and innovative
ideas to our school community. They are committed to fostering an inclusive and
supportive environment where every student feels valued and empowered to reach their
full potential. Their goals for the year include enhancing student engagement through
creative learning programs, promoting wellbeing and resilience, and strengthening
connections between the school, families, and the wider Cessnock community. With their
leadership, we look forward to a year of growth, achievement, and positive change for all
students.

2026 School Leaders

Oliver, Noah, Kade, Owen, Lachlan, Ava
Elsie, Jacqueline, Luca (Captain), Stella (Captain), Alexia, Laura

To me, being a leader means that everyone is safe and
having fun - Luca

Being a leader means being responsible and making sure
everyone is having a fun time at school - Stella
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CESSNOCK WEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

2026 House Captains
Campbell: Maddox, Venessa (Captains) Willow, Kabya (Vice Captains)
Edgeworth: Flynn, Bentley (Captains), Bailey, Hudson (Vice Captains)

Howe: Edyn, Mateo (Captains), Harry, Axle (Vice Captains)
Parkes: lvy, Coby (Captains), Rhyden, Xavier (Vice Captains)

Moani Executive

Mateo, Katie, Liarah (President), Noah, Cooper, Amara

KORREIL WONNAI AECG }j
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CESSNOCK WEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

Podcast Mentors

Dakota, Bao An, Jensen, Kodah, Kai, Ryder, Ava

Library Monitors
Brooklyn, Jacob, Layla, Claire, Arley
Skyla, Ares, Rylan, Valery, Cooper
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CESSNOCK WEST
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Reading every day is the West Way

In our West Way lesson this week, students have focused on the importance of reading consistently. Every day, all
classes participate in DEAR or DEAL reading. What does that mean?

D.., D.,
Everything Everything
A A
Rea Lisen

10-20 minutes of independent reading. 10-20 minutes of listening to the teacher read.

What are you reading at home this week?
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CESSNOCK WEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

Road safety at Cessnock West Public School

Parents and carers are responsible for their child’s safety

when travelling to and from school

Travelling safely by car
Ensure your child:

e s correctly buckled up for their age and size according to the law

e uses a forward-facing child car seat or booster seat, if aged between
four and seven years old, or until they reach a height of 145¢cm

e always gets in and out of the car through the 'Safety Door'
- this is the rear door on the footpath side of the car.

Driving and parking safely near school
You can help keep our children safe by:

e dropping your child off and picking them up on the school side of the
road

e never calling them across the road

e parking responsibly even if it means you need to walk further to the school gate.
Walking safely

Always hold your child’s hand until they are at least 8 years old,

e on the footpath

e when crossing the road

e ina car park.
Until children are 10 years old, they should be closely supervised in the traffic environment and hold an adult’s hand
when crossing the road.

Pedestrian crossings are the safest place to cross the road.

There are three designated pedestrian crossing areas at our school. There is a zebra crossing on Campbell St,
traffic lights on Wollombi Rd and a pedestrian crossing on Alfred St which has a crossing supervisor before
and after school.

Choose a safe place to cross the road
Lead by example and always choose the safest place to cross the road. Talk with your child when walking with them
and remind them to....

STOP! - one step back from the kerb.

LOOK! - continuously both ways.

LISTEN!- for the sounds of approaching traffic.

THINK! - whether it is safe to cross.

Pedestrian crossings are the safest place to cross the road.

There are three designated pedestrian crossing areas at our school. There is a zebra crossing on Campbell St,
traffic lights on Wollombi Rd and a pedestrian crossing on Alfred St which has a crossing supervisor before
and after school.
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- CESSNOCK WEST
Riding safely PUBLIC SCHOOL
Many children enjoy riding their bicycle or scooter to and from school and it’s great for you to join them to stay

active. Children should ride away from the road.

Encourage your child to be a safe rider by:
e always wearing a correctly fitted helmet — it’s the law

¢ riding on the footpath, keeping to the left and giving way to
pedestrians

e walking their bike across intersections and pedestrian crossings
e using quieter streets, bicycle paths or shared paths if possible
e taking special care at driveways.

Adults should always supervise children under 10 years old.
Adults are permitted to ride on footpaths with children under 16.

Students must walk their bike across pedestrian crossings and on school grounds.

Travelling safely by bus
Bus travel is a great way to safely get to and from school.

Safety tips:
e always meet your child at the bus stop — never on the opposite side of the road.

¢ hold your child’s hand at the bus stop and stand a few steps back from the edge of the road when
waiting at the bus stop.

e Wait until the bus has gone, then choose a safe place to cross the road.

In the morning, students will be dropped off to the bus gate on Wollombi Rd. In the afternoon,
students wait in their bus lines underneath the Infants COLA. Once their bus has arrived, they walk
with a teacher to their bus stop on Wollombi Rd Gate.

Applications for a school bus pass: https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-school-travel-pass

More resources are available for families online on the Department of Education website and the Safety
Town website.
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Parents and carers

Home 3 Schooling 3 Porents and carers

Information for parents and
carers

Parents and Carers Safety Town
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents- https://www.safetytown.com.au/families
and-carers
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