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Cessnock West Chatter 2026 - Term 1 Week 7 CESSNOCK WEST
PUBLIC SCHOOL

This week, our Year 3 and Year 5 students have been completing NAPLAN assessments. We are proud of the
calm and focused way students have approached the tests, demonstrating persistence and a positive
attitude. NAPLAN provides valuable information about student progress in literacy and numeracy and helps
teachers identify areas of strength as well as opportunities for further learning. We thank our staff for
supporting students and our families for ensuring students arrived well-rested and ready to do their best.
Most importantly, we have reminded students that NAPLAN is just one part of their learning and we are proud
of the effort they show every day at school.

Our Cross Country will be held next week on Thursday 26™ March. This year it will run differently to previous
years. Students will go by bus to The Basin and run the cross country and then return to school. Depending
on their age, students will either start at 11:30am or 12:30pm. This year there will be no additional activities
to the cross country running. Parents are welcome to attend to watch their child run.

Our captains, leaders and SRC members did an excellent job during our first session of school parliament
last Tuesday. School Parliament offers Stage 3 students the opportunity to discuss and vote on
motions/suggestions made by class groups. School parliament is held in weeks 3, 6 and 9 and we look
forward to hearing more suggestions from our students in future sessions.

On Tuesday, a group of Stage 3 students attended a workshop for the Premier’s Debating Challenge
delivered by the NSW Department of Education Arts Unit. Throughout the day, students developed valuable
skills in public speaking, building strong arguments, and delivering effective rebuttals. The workshop
provided a great opportunity for students to strengthen their confidence and teamwork while preparing for
upcoming debates. It was a fantastic experience, and our students represented CWPS with pride, enthusiasm
and determination. Well done to all involved! (haven’t checked this with Elkie, but it’s what they usually do)

Next week we will be holding a special Out of Uniform Day to support the P&C Easter Raffle. On Friday 27
March, students are invited to come to school dressed out of uniform and bring along an Easter egg or Easter-
themed donation to contribute to the raffle prizes. We thank our families in advance for their generosity and
support. Raffle tickets for the Easter Raffle have been sent home. If you would like any more raffle tickets,
please contact the office.

Our next assembly will be held on Friday 20" March at 12.40pm in the school hall. Entry will be via Gate 4.

We would love to see you at our next P & C meeting on Tuesday 18" March at 5pm in the staffroom. This
meeting will be our P & C AGM and general meeting. Entry to the meeting will be via Alfred Street Gate 4.

Our school crossing supervisor (SCS) keeps our students safe when crossing
the road. When your child is crossing at the school crossing on Alfred Street
please remind them to:

o not follow the SCS out onto the crossing, and to wait on the footpath
and then cross when the SCS has asked them to come across, and
o Follow the SCS instructions, as when it is a school crossing it is a legal

requirement
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#The West Way = School Every Day. This week it has been great to see some ofour ~ CESSNOCK WEST
classes achieving 100% attendance. Our goal is for every student to achieve an attendance PUBLICSLHOOL
rate of more than 90%. Students should come to school every day unless they are unwell.

If you are planning a holiday, plan it for the school holiday breaks rather than during the school

term. When children come to school every day, they have a better chance of learning and succeeding.
#EveryDayMatters.

This week in our West Way Wellbeing lesson, students focused on the expectations for lining up and
moving safely around the school. Classes discussed the West Way for lining up before and after breaks,
entering and exiting the classroom, and walking respectfully through hallways, stairs and playground areas.
Students learned the importance of listening for instructions, leaving space between others in the line,
walking quietly, and moving safely to their destination. They also reviewed expectations for arriving at school
and leaving through the gates safely. By practising these routines, students are helping to ensure smooth
transitions throughout the day and showing what it means to be respectful, responsible learners — the
West Way

It’s wonderful to acknowledge the students who have shone brightly in both the classroom and
playground this week. Here are our Shining Stars for Week 5 & 6

Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-
p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html

Date for your diary

Wednesday 11" March-Monday 23 March: NAPLAN

Tuesday 17" March: P & C AGM 5pm in the staffroom. All welcome
Thursday 26" March: Cross Country

Friday 27 March: Out of Uniform Day for Easter Raffle

Thursday 2" April: Easter Hat Parade

Thursday 2" April: Last day for Term 1

Wednesday 22" April: First day of Term 2

Ruth Goodwin
Principal
13/03/26
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CESSNOCK WEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

Year 3 and Year 5 start NAPLAN

On Wednesday, Year 3 and Year 5 began with their writing test. Unfortunately, there were
nation wide technical issues with the online platform for Year 5. We are so proud of the way
our students navigated this hurdle and applied themselves to their test sessions the following
day. It shows us all how resilient our students have become! Well done to our Year 3 and Year 5
students who powered through their tests.

Dear Parents and Carers,

While NAPLAN provides useful information about learning progress, we also
krnow it is just one moment in their school journey. No test can truly measure
how creative, kind, curious, or strong your child is. NAPLAN doesn't show the
way your shows our West Way values, or how your child kelps friends, the
imagination in their art, or their hard work when things are tough. It doesn’
capture their lo\ugk’cer, questions, or how ’ckeg support others.

We want you to know that we see dnd appreciate all the great things about
your child every day—beyond any test. Thank you for encourdging and
celebrating what makes them special.

Let's remind our children that NAPLAN doesn’t define them. They are
learners, friends, thinkers, and amazing |oe0|o|e with unique strengﬂ'\s.

From all the CWPS Teachers and Staff
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CESSNOCK WEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

PSSA Zone Sporting Trials

The final trials were held this week for the PSSA zone competiion teams. Rugby was the sport of
the week with boys and girls from CWPS trying out for the zone team. The sporting prowess and
determination shone on the field. We are proud of your courage and sportsmanship on and off

the field.
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Students to Represent CWPS at PSSA Zone Competitions

A huge, well-deserved congratulations to the following students who have been selected into the PSSA Zone
Competition Teams. We wish you all the best in your future games and we can not wait to celebrate with you!

Edyn and Ivy - Netball Luca — Touch Football and Rugby
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CESSNOCK WEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

Friends of the Environment Club

Would they like to learn how to plant, nurture, grow
and harvest their own fruit and vegetables?
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Lining up with pride is the West Way RS
CESSNOCKWEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

This week, our students put their West Way lesson into lining up. Learning to line up is more than staying in a
straight line. It is about taking your turn, understanding your personal space and working as a team. These are
important skills they will use throughout school and in the community.
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CESSNOCK WEST
PUBLIC SCHOOL
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