
Cessnock West Chatter 2025 – Term 4 Week 7 
Today we were thrilled to celebrate the creativity and talent of our students at this year’s West Factor. From singing 

and dancing to comedy and commentating our students worked hard to showcase their unique skills. 

Congratulations to our students who performed in our talent show, you were all amazing and it was wonderful to 

see you all shine. A huge thank you to Mrs Coolahan for organising a wonderful West Factor.  

On Monday our 2026 Kindergarten students graduated from Leap into Learning. They all looked spectacular in their 

graduation gowns and received a certificate on stage. We look forward to seeing them when they start big school 

next year. If you have a child starting Kindergarten in 2026 please contact the front office so your child can join this 

program or enrol online via our school webpage https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-

school/enrolment.html   

This week our Year 6 students ventured off to the Great Aussie Bush Camp at Tea Gardens. They had a fantastic time 

and enjoyed lots of activities including the giant swing, flying fox, abseiling, and canoeing. Our tired campers arrived 

back to school on Wednesday afternoon, and I am sure students and especially teachers slept well on Wednesday 

night. Thank you to our Stage 3 teachers for organising a great camp.  

On Thursday night Mrs McDonald Mrs Blackadder and Miss Nasr had the pleasure of attending the Children’s 

University graduation. Congratulations to Amelia, Ava, Axle, Bentley, Blake, Brooklyn, Edyn, Ellyse, George, Harry, 

Isla F, Isla P, Jolene, Kai, Kobi, Kodah, Laura, Layla, Logan, Manaia, Miley-Jane, Oliver, Rosie, Safiyah, Sara, Stella, 

Tahlia, Theodore, Thomas, Zavier, Zoe, Ava, Axle, Bentley, Blake, Edyn, George, Harry Jolene, Kalina, Kosta, Maddox, 

Venessa, Zac, Zavier and Zoe. A big thank you to Miss Nasr for organising the Children’s University program and Mrs. 

Blackadder for her support of this program.   

Our P&C are holding their annual out of uniform Christmas Raffle donations day on Friday 5th December. Wear out of 

uniform (sun safe clothes with enclosed shoes) and bring a donation for our Christmas raffle 

This week in our West Way Wellbeing lesson, students explored what respect looks and sounds like at school. They 

discussed the meaning of respect, how the words we choose can impact others, and why using kind and positive 

language helps everyone feel safe and valued. Students viewed examples of respectful and disrespectful language 

and practised identifying the difference. Through role-play activities, they explored real-life scenarios—such as 

disagreements in the playground, welcoming new students, and supporting classmates during tricky moments—and 

learned how to respond with empathy and respectful words. Students were reminded that treating others with 

kindness and choosing respectful language at all times is an important part of being a respectful, responsible 

learner—the West Way! 

Our last assembly for this year will be on Friday 12th December. This will be the last chance in 2025 for students to 
hand in their merit awards for a Principal certificate or banner. Students can hand in their merit certificates to 
receive a Principal award when they have 5 merit awards and can hand those Principal certificates in for a banner 
when they have 3, 5 and 10 Principal certificates.  Parents are welcome to attend. Entry is via Gate 4.   

https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the age-related changes to social media access starting on Dec 10, there are numerous paid and free webinars 
popping up to support educators, young people, youth services, and families. 
 One free options include eSafety Commissioner. 
eSafety is offering: 

• 30-minute webinars for parents and carers, with six sessions running from today to 15 December. Content 
includes: 

• the purpose of the new age restrictions and how they aim to protect young Australians. 

• which platforms will require users to be 16+ and what platforms they can still access. 

• tips and resources to support online safety and wellbeing through the transition. 

• 30-minute webinars for educators and youth-servicing professionals, with four sessions remaining to 1 
December. Content includes: 

• what the new legislation means for educators and youth-serving professionals. 

• insights into how platform design features can impact young people's wellbeing. 

• strategies and resources to support young people through the transition. 

• More details and registration links here. 
 

It’s wonderful to acknowledge the students who have shone brightly in both the classroom and 

playground this week. Our Shining Stars for Week 7 are: Seth and Ariella from KH, Zarleah and 

Zeke from KL, Lucia and Araya from KM, Lilly-Ann and Indiella from K-1F, Kruz and Mahalia from 

1N, Ella and Harlia from 1-2C, Ashlyn and Zac from 2L, Georgia and Lilly from 2M, Charlotte and 

Kodah from 3-4A, Winterlily and Jyonia from 3-4C, Logan and Harry S from 3-4G, Aurorah and 

Cooper from 3-4H, Haylie and Hollie from 4-5D, Mileyjane and Kailee from 5-6G, Kash and Nevaeh from 5-6M, Shayla 

and Kalina from 5-6N and Zoe R and Mitch from 5-6O. 

 
Applications now open for entry in 2027: Applications for 2027 placement in Year 5 opportunity classes and Year 7 
selective high schools are open from 6 November 2025 to 20 February 2026. If your child is currently in Year 3 or 
Year 5, learn more and apply today. Please contact Mrs. McDonald for more information 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools 
 
Dates for your diary 
Families can access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-
calendar.html   
 
Term 4 
Tuesday 2nd December:   Year 6 High School Orientation 
Wednesday 3rd December:  Presentation Day at MVHS 
Wednesday 10th December:  Christmas Carols  
Friday 12th December:   K-6 Assembly (final for year) 
Monday 15th December:  Year 6 Farewell  
Tuesday 16th December:  Kindergarten Graduation 
Friday 19th December:   Year 6 Clap Out; Last day of term. 
Warm regards, 
Ruth Goodwin 
Principal 
28/11/2025 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fabout-us%2Findustry-regulation%2Fsocial-media-age-restrictions%2Fwebinars&data=05%7C02%7Cruth.goodwin%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C9d81564e20ab46ecd18f08de2b0fcfa0%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638995544074562323%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O0VP0oMWnTui8ji%2FFq426P4uDnSCV4N0gLLM45Y6mE0%3D&reserved=0
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html


A day in the life of KL 

Today we visited KL to find out what they have been learning. The whole class was excited to share their learning in 

reading, writing, maths and art.  Check out what they have learned and why it is important to them. 

Reading, reading, reading! This morning, KL were busy bees during reading rotations. The activities included reading 

eggs phonics focus, reading and spelling heart words, comparing and grouping ‘er’ sound words, and reading levelled 

texts with Miss Lynch. Students were having so much fun!  

This hard work deserves a 

brain break! Time to have a 

dance then some fruit and 

vegetables. 

Marloo even had a dance! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The students loved doing their explicit daily phonics and spelling lessons.  

The sounds and words were accompanied with fun actions and a telephone!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KL enjoyed reading the class text Koala Lou by Mem Fox. This quality text explores feelings, family and 

determination. Through reading the text, students are learning to read and write compound sentences and 

prepositional phrases. Look at this incredible writing from our kindergarten students! Wow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I love writing 
big stories! 

I want to write 
a book when I 

grow up! 

Writing big 
words makes 
me feel good. 



In maths, students are working on using the correct language and abbreviations for first, second, third and more! 

KL love art and have begun special Christmas themed art projects. Keep an eye our for these wonderful creations 

coming home soon! 

I can write 1st now which is 
important in case I win a 

race! 



 Well done 

KL on your 

wonderful 

learning 

this week! 

Leap into learning students are mooooving towards Kindergarten 

What a wonderful day! Our Leap into Learning students have worked hard in with Mrs Hamilton and Miss Lynch to 

creative cute cow artworks. They practised listening skills, walking in a line and sitting at their desks. We are so 

proud of how much they have already learnt as they prepare for Kindergarten in 2026. They are off to a great start 

already! 



Graduation Celebrations at Newcastle University 

It is time to celebrate! On Thursday night, graduates of the Children’s University program donned their gowns and 

mortarboards to receive recognition for their achievements. We could not be prouder of the extraordinary effort 

you all put into the program.  

Students in Years 3 to 6 join the Children’s University program at the beginning of each year. This program 

encourages them to learn new things outside the classroom. They make their own learning plans by taking part in 

activities beyond regular lessons during the year, showing that learning can happen anywhere. 

Students showed the staff at Newcastle University just how special we are, demonstrating respect and dedicated 

work ethic. Well done to every student involved in the program, and a special thanks to Miss Nasr for organising this 

incredible opportunity. 



West Factor Wows the Audience

Our West Factor Finalists have taken the big stage to perform their hearts out! We had dancers, singers, 

comedians, musicians and commentators to keep all of us entertained. Our judges Mrs Goodwin, Mr Davies, Miss 
Cartwright and special returning judge Mrs Barry, all agreed that this year’s performances were some of the best 

they had ever seen. The performers all showed bravery, resilience and creative flair! 

The show started with a bang and a yeeha. Dancing 

in synchronised movements, Stage 3 dance group 

showed us what line dancing is all about. Their 

moves were precise and in time. What a great way to 

get the audience excited for the show.  

Bao An then transported the audience to Vietnam, singing a 

beautiful song in Vietnamese. As she performed, the 

translated English lyrics were projected for the audience to 

see. What a wonderful experience for all! 

Next up was a 1990s flashback, where Zoe and 

Jackie sung the choral version of a Spice Girls’ 

classic. Their pitch, harmonies and synchronised 

moves had the audience captivated! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing with popular songs, Aphiwe and Georgia sung and 

danced to Your Idol. The whole audience were dancing along as 

the girls lit up the stage with their smiles and voices.  

 

 

The audience were treated to a thriller of a 

performance by Mason. He transformed into 

Michael Jackson, showing us, he can sing and 

dance, entertain the crowd and moonwalk! 

 

 

 

The audience cheered as the ever-popular song Golden was 

performed by the talented Ariyah. She sang and danced at the 

same time – a difficult feat for anyone… especially in 

Kindergarten! What a wonderful performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

This Stage 3 group can choreograph and dance! The 

girls showed true teamwork when composing and 

performing this cheer leader inspired dance. Well 

done! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

When Jackson strum the first note of Blackbird on his guitar, you 

could have heard a pin drop in the hall. Students were in awe of a 

Stage 2 student having so much talent!  

 

 

 

 

Emily, Ava and Elsie then took the stage to perform 

Choose your Fighter. The audience could see their hard 

work in rehearsals, as their dance moves, pitch and lyrics 

were synchronised and in time with the music, and each 

other. 

 

 

 

 

Abby and Lilly then sparkled on stage with their dance 

routine to Take Down. With the support of their Stage 3 

helper Alexia, the girls shone on stage and showed us it is 

possible to smile from ear to ear while performing an entire 

dance routine! 

 

 

 

When Flynn, Maddoc, Axel and Lachlan performed 

their comedy routine, the audience were rolling on the 

floor laughing. The comedians combined audience 

interaction, slapstick humour and brilliant punchlines, 

all delivered with excellent comedic timing.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellyse’s dance to The Rose had our audience awestruck. Showcasing her 

incredible talent in ballet, Ellyse performed a variety of extremely 

complex ballet moves with precision and grace.  

 

 

 

 

The audience were again laughing and a brilliant comic 

piece written and performed by Kai. His cricket inspired 

performance included commentary on Mr Duck, Mr G 

and Mr Davies. The crowd loved it! 

 

 

 

 

 

Tahlia and Claire choreographed and performed a dance routine to 

Dandelions. Their dance moves perfectly matched the tone and lyrics of the 

music, showing their understanding of expression and composition.  

 

 

 

 

She can sing, she can dance, she can act! Laura gave our 

audience a treat by performing the musical theatre piece 

Popular. Laura showed resilience on stage and showcased 

her incredible performing talent. We could see her 

transform into Glinda on stage! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our final act in the West Factor Finals was Isabella who 

performed a dance to Strawberry Kisses. She showed the 

audience that you can be a dancing powerhouse even if you are 

only in Kindergarten! Her technique and skills made the 

audience cheer. 

 

 

 

Thank you to Mrs Coolahan for organising this fun event. The winners of West Factor will be announced next week. 

It’s evident that the judges have a tough decision ahead of them. Good luck to all our incredible performers. You are 

already stars in our eyes!  
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