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CESSNOCK WEST

PUBLIC SCHOOL

Cessnock West Chatter 2025 - Term 4 Week 9

What a wonderful evening we shared at our Family Christmas Carols on Wednesday night. The atmosphere was filled
with festive spirit, and it was such a joy to see our school community come together in celebration. Watching
families relaxing, children with their friends, and everyone enjoying carols created a beautiful sense of togetherness
for our school. Our students shone on stage. Their enthusiasm, confidence, and hard work were on full display, and
we couldn’t have been prouder. Moments like these remind us just how special our young people are, and how lucky
we are to share in their achievements. A heartfelt thank you to our wonderful P&C for running the raffle on the
night. We are also so grateful to our dedicated teachers who kept the BBQ sizzling. A special thank you to Mrs
Coolahan and Mrs McDonald for their organisation of this event. And of course, a huge thank you to our families for
your ongoing support—not just on evenings like this, but throughout the entire year.

Our Water Fun Day has been postponed due to the poor weather forecast. It will now be held next Thursday. We
appreciate your understanding and flexibility, and we look forward to a fun and safe day of activities for all students
next week.

We have lots of events on this coming week with our Year 6 Farewell on Monday night, our Kindergarten Graduation
on Tuesday, and Silent Disco attendance reward on Wednesday, Pop Up Shop and Water Fun Day on Thursday and
Year 6 Clap Out on Friday. Friday 19" December is our last day of school for students and teachers this year.
Students return to school on Monday 2" February for the start of Term 1.

It is at this time of year that we are beginning our organisation for the 2026 school year. If you are moving out of the
area and leaving our school, please inform the office of your intentions. Similarly, if you are aware of any students
moving into our area who will be attending our school in 2026, please ask the families to contact the school. If you
have a child starting Kindergarten in 2026 please contact the front office or enrol online via our school webpage
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html

This week’s West Way lesson focused on the importance of staying in bounds to help keep everyone safe at school.
Students learned to identify which areas are in bounds and out of bounds at different times of the day — before
school, during class time, and at recess and lunch. Classes discussed why staying in bounds is a responsible choice
and how it helps teachers keep everyone safe and supervised. Students also practised making safe decisions,
including what to do if they are unsure about a boundary or if they feel upset during learning time. Both infants and
primary students took part in activities around the school to strengthen their understanding of safe areas and
responsible choices. Stay in bounds, stay safe, and help look after each other - that’s the West Way!

Good attendance is an essential part of having the best possibility for success at schools. Students should attend
school each day until the last day of school unless they are unwell. Next week we will be celebrating student
attendance on Wednesday with a Silent Disco.
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| Each Friday | have the pleasure of hearing about all the fantastic work that students have been
N\ / completing and about students who have been shining in the classroom and playground

during the week. Our shining stars for Week 9 are: Each Friday | have the pleasure of hearing

about all the fantastic work that students have been completing and about students who have

been shining in the classroom and playground during the week. Our shining stars for Week 9
7 | AN are: Asher and Harlow from KH, Helix and Ariyah from KL, Bear and Jaxon from KM, Vaeda and
Isabella from K-1F, Briar and Josiah from 1N, Ella and Robert from 1-2C, Bailey and Jaxon from

2L, from 2M, Jed and Venessa from 3-4A, Nicholas and Chayce from 3-4C, Alexis and Logan from 3-4G, Evelyn and
Wyatt from 3-4H, Sebastian and Willow from 4-5D, Isla and Cooper from 5-6G, Eliza and Emily from 5-6M, Sharli and
Tabytha from 5-6N and Blake and Zavier from 5-60.

It is at this time of year that we are beginning our organisation for the 2026 school year. If you are moving out of the
area and leaving our school, please inform the office of your intentions. Similarly, if you are aware of any students
moving into our area who will be attending our school in 2026, please ask the families to contact the school. If you
have a child starting Kindergarten in 2026 please contact the front office or enrol online via our school webpage
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html

Applications now open for entry in 2027: Applications for 2027 placement in Year 5 opportunity classes and Year 7
selective high schools are open from 6 November 2025 to 20 February 2026. If your child is currently in Year 3 or

Year 5, learn more and apply today. Please contact Mrs. McDonald for more information

https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools

The school canteen will be closed on the last day of school, Friday 19" December.

Save the Date: Our 2026 Swimming Carnival will be on Monday 9*" February 2026.

Dates for your diary

Families can access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-

calendar.html

Term 4

Monday 15" December:
Tuesday 16" December:

Friday 19" December:
Monday 2™ February:

Warm regards,
Ruth Goodwin

Year 6 Farewell

Kindergarten Graduation

Year 6 Clap Out; Last day of term.
First day of term 1, 2026 for students

Principal

12/12/2025
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Christmas Carols

Thank you to everyone who attended brought Christmas cheer to our CWPS Christmas Carols. Our students
performed their carols with huge smiles on their faces and thoroughly enjoyed performing to their special audience!
What a wonderful way to celebrate the end of the year with our students and families.
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West Factor Winners

Our 2025 West Factor Talent Show was another huge success this year. We had performers representing a range of
creative arts such as dance, singing, musical performances, acting and comedy. All acts shone on stage and
entertained their audience! Well done! Our judges have deliberated and chosen the finalists and winner of West

Factor 2025.

1%t Ellyse P.
2" |sabella G.

3" Laura M.

4* Mason B.
5th Kai P.
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A day in the life of 5/60
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Today we visited 5/60 to find out what they have been learning. The whole class was excited to share their learning
in writing, maths, art and special projects. Check out what they have learned and why it is important to them.

Each week brings different challenges and excitement to 5/60. This week in English, students have been exploring
the text A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. They have felt inspired to compose their own Christmas
stories. Today, students brainstormed ideas then began to draft their stories. From here, students will get
feedback, revise and edit their writing to create their final piece.

When | can
write and
comprehend
complex texts,
it helps me
think deeply
from different
perspectives.
As a doctor,
when | grow up
| will need this
skill.

It gives me
great
satisfaction to
write well.
When | grow
up, | will be an
actor. Writing
helps me
explore a
character’s
thoughts and
actions.

In maths, 5/60 are exploring ways to solve complex problems using long division and scale. Students are
learning to choose their strategies with precision and justify their choice. These reflections and discussions
help students refine their skills with confidence whilst learning from each other.

| am learning to
scale numbers
and shapes
using ratios. |
want to be an
engineer or
architect when
| grow up, and
these skills are
important to

know.
/
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Learning

different
strategies in
maths gives me
confidence.
Having strong
maths skills
gives me a
wider choice of
careers in the

future.
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In 5/60, Mrs Brown and Mrs Mercer explore the four domains of potential
in their lessons: creative, social, intellectual and physical. Personal-interest
and teach-the-class projects allows students to explore their potential in
different ways. This might include sports, robotics, coding, film or writing
projects that are created and presented independently or in groups.

5/60 enjoy expressing themselves creatively. During their weekly djembe
lessons, students explore rhythm and dynamics.
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Being an OC class, 5/60 students are invited to participate in the OC Games last week. During the OC
Games, groups compete at Merewether High against other OC classes from across the region. A series of
40-minute challenges are presented to each group in the categories of maths, logical puzzles, English,
creative poetry, STEM, geography and film. The room was buzzing with excitement! We are proud to
announce we placed 3" in the Film project, and first place in the STEM challenge! Congratulations!

Well done on your wonderful learning this week 5/60!
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CESSNOCKWEST
Helper Morning Tea PUBLIC SCHOOL
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We would like to take a moment to sincerely thank all our amazing helpers
who contribute so much to our school community. From fundraising in the
P&C, providing stalls for our students to purchase gifts, making delicious
meals in the canteen, assisting in the library, to joining in on sewing nights at
Cessnock West—your dedication and hard work make a real difference every
day.

We truly couldn’t do it without you. Your support not only helps our school
run smoothly but also creates a warm and welcoming environment that the
students absolutely love. Your efforts are deeply appreciated, and we look
forward to continuing this wonderful partnership.

[ hank, %aa faﬁ wefyté//y Hou a/a
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