
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Cessnock West Chatter 2025 – Term 4 Week 4 

 

We have had another busy week at Cessnock West with our new playground officially opened, Year 6 students 

enjoying taster lessons at Mount View High School, our Film By the Vines finalists celebrated, school leader speeches 

delivered, OC students for 2026 welcomed, and our future Kindergarten students joining us for their Leap into 

Learning transition program. 

On Monday, our Film by the Vines participants had the exciting 

opportunity to attend a special matinee screening at PACC. This year’s 

festival featured 56 films from 11 schools across the region, with 

Cessnock West proudly entering six fantastic films. A big 

congratulations to Tahlia, Courtney and Lachlan, whose film Be a 

Buddy, Not a Bully was selected for the final showing at the festival. On 

Monday evening, they joined Mrs Harcombe and I at the gala event, 

where they walked the red carpet and celebrated with other finalists. 

We’re so proud of all our students for their creativity, teamwork and 

effort in bringing their film ideas to life! 

 we welcomed our new Opportunity Class students for 2026 as they attended their orientation session on Thursday. 

It was wonderful to meet our newest members of the Cessnock West community and see them connecting with 

their future classmates. Students enjoyed getting to know one another, exploring their new classroom and meeting 

their teachers. We look forward to seeing them again next year as they begin their exciting OC journey with us. 

 

On Friday, our Year 5 students presented their leadership speeches for 2026. Each student also completed a 

Leadership Passport, showcasing their commitment, responsibility and readiness for leadership roles next year. 

We’re proud of the effort and confidence they displayed when speaking to our school. Our 2026 school leaders will 

be announced at Presentation Day later this term. 

 

Students explored the importance of wearing the correct school uniform as part of our West Way Wellbeing lesson 

this week. They discussed what the Cessnock West uniform looks like for each season, why wearing it matters, and 

how it shows pride, belonging and respect for our school. Classes also began a fun uniform tracker challenge, with 

the most consistently dressed class in each stage earning extra playtime each Friday. Students enjoyed creative 

activities and role plays to help reinforce the message of responsibility and school pride. 

 

We have noticed an increasing number of students wearing false nails. Students are asked not to wear false nails to 

school, as they can make writing, typing, and participating in practical activities difficult and may pose a safety risk 

during play and sport. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s wonderful to acknowledge the students who have shone brightly in both the classroom and playground this 

week. Our Shining Stars for Week 4 are:  

Owen and Theodore from KH, Bonnie and Avah from KL, Anastaisha and Peyton from KM, 
Christina and Levi from K/1F, Malakai and Skyla from 1N, Zara and Harlia from 1/2C, Jaxon and 
Lennon from 2L, Landon and Skye from 2M, Caitlin and Rosie from 3/4A, Kabya and Conrad from 
3/4C, Isabella and Lillian from 3/4G, Mia and Oliver from 3/4H, Maddox and Axle from 4/5D, Isla 
and Oliver from 5/6G, Kade and Luca from 5/6M, Indy and Amelia from 5/6N and Mila and Noah 
B from 5/6O. 
 

 
 
Dates for your diary 
Families can access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-
calendar.html   
 
Term 4 
Mon 10th – Fri 21st Nov:  Swimming School  
Friday 14th November:   MVHS Aboriginal Transition Day 
Mon 24th-Wed 26th Nov: Year 6 Camp  
Monday 24th November:  Leap Into Learning Graduation 
Thursday 27th November:  Children’s University Graduation 
Tuesday 2nd December:   Year 6 Orientation 
Wednesday 3rd December:  Presentation Day  
Wednesday 10th December:  Christmas Carols  
Friday 12th December:   K-6 Assembly (final for year) 
Monday 15th December:  Year 6 Farewell  
 
 
 
Warm regards, 
Anne McDonald 
Principal (Relieving)      
7/11/2025 
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Playground Official Opening 
 
On Tuesday 4th November our yarning circle and new playground area was officially opened. A traditional smoking 
ceremony was conducted by Zac Gould and Uncle Charlie, and attended by guests including Member for Cessnock 
Clayton Barr, representatives from Moir Studio, AECG President Sonia Sharpe, P&C President Mrs Christine Wilson, 
Mrs Goodwin, students and staff.  
 
Our new playground area and yarning circle has created a calm area that provides a space for imaginative play and 
connection with nature, and incorporates natural seating, shade and plants carefully selected by students in 
consultation with Brendon Moore from Royal Botanic Gardens and Andreasons nursery.  
 
During the opening, we acknowledged the work of Mrs Blackadder who has been the driving force behind our recent 
playground projects. We thank Mrs Blackadder for all of the time and energy she has put into making our playground 
a more engaging place to be. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


