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CESSNOCKWEST
Cessnock West Chatter 2025 - Term 4 Week 1 PUBLIC SCHOOL

Welcome back to Term 4! We hope all our students had a relaxing and enjoyable break. It has been
wonderful to see everyone return to school refreshed, smiling, and ready for another exciting term of
learning. This term promises to be a busy one, with many special events and celebrations ahead.

Students have settled quickly back into learning and class routines and are already focused on their
learning goals for the term. Teachers have been revising expectations and classroom procedures to ensure
a positive and productive start. As the weather starts to become warmer, please make sure that your child
has a school hat every day and that they also bring a water bottle. As a school, we have a sun safe policy to
ensure that we all work together to be SunSmart.

Bus routes have changed as part of the Wollombi Road upgrade, with buses now picking up and dropping
off students in Alfred Street. Students have adapted quickly to the changes to our bus bay area which is
now located near the canteen/hall. Symal and Cessnock City Council have informed us traffic signs on
Alfred Street will be updated this coming week to reflect the changes. Please be vigilant, as where you are
used to being able to stop/park may change.

It's that time of year again, our annual talent quest, West Factor, is in full swing. Stage 3 auditions were
held on Thursday, with students showcasing the diverse range of talents we have at our school. Stage 2
auditions will be held this coming Thursday.

Our Learn to Swim program will be held from 10t — 21t November. Students are eligible to participate if
they have not yet reached a satisfactory standard of water safety and survival skills and are unable to swim
25m confidently, unaided, in deep water. If you would like your child to participate, an expression of
interest form will be available on School Bytes. Places are limited to 50 students.

In our West Way Wellbeing lesson this week, students explored the importance of personal space and
what it means to keep their hands and feet to themselves. Through class discussions and activities,
students learned how respecting personal space helps everyone feel safe, comfortable and ready to learn.
They practised recognising their own “personal space bubble” and talked about how to ask for or give
others space in a kind way. The lesson also reinforced the West Way expectations for classroom routines
and safe, respectful play both in the classroom and playground.
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| It's wonderful to acknowledge the students who have shone brightly in both the classroom
and playground this week. Our Shining Stars for Week 10 are:
Maddison and Kylan from KH, Helix and Zeke from KL, Adalyn and Gabriel from KM, Levi and
Lilly-Ann from K-1F, Josiah and Levi from 1N, Zara and Lillie-Marie from 1/2C, Hailey and

I Gracie from 2L, Tyler and Eli from 2M, Rosie and Kye from 3/4A, Elle and Harrison from
3/4C, Silvana and Isabella from 3/4G, Rylan and Alison from 3/4H, Bailey and Skyla from 4/5D, Liam and
Emily from 5/6G, Eliza and Henry from 5/6M, Tabytha and Sharli from 5/6N and lan and Layla from 5/60.

Dates for your diary
Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-
p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html

Term 4

Wednesday 29" October:  Disco

Friday 31t October: Day for Daniel
Mon 10% — Fri 21° Nov: Swimming School

Mon 24%-Wed 26 Nov: Year 6 Camp
Wednesday 3rd December: Presentation Day
Wednesday 10t December: Christmas Carols
Monday 15 December: Year 6 Farewell

Warm regards,
Anne McDonald
Principal (Relieving)
17/10/2025
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A Day in the Life of Killara

Killara is Cessnock West’s therapy dog who visits classrooms with her handler, Mrs Wallace. Today, her special job
was to visit K/1F during their literacy learning time. When the students walked into the room, Killara’s eyes lit up and
her tail started wagging. Although excited by the happy students, she remained relaxed and lay still. Her gentle,
calming presence could be felt throughout the room.

During literacy rotations, Killara was visited by every student. She listened intently to students
ready some tricky readers, offering encouragement by smiling her puppy smile. Killara then
watched the students sounding out words in a fun board game. It was so much fun she tried to
joinin!

Having a therapy dog in the classroom is great because they create a calm and welcoming
environment that helps reduce stress and anxiety among students. Therapy dogs encourage
positive social interactions, boost students’ mood, and provide comfort during challenging
moments. Their presence can improve focus and motivation, making the classroom a happier
and more supportive place for learning.

Killara visits our school on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.
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New Look Website

Cessnock West Public School are excited to announce we have published our new look school website! The site has
been designed to keep our school community up to date with the latest news, events, and information, as well as
showcase the wonderful learning and opportunities at Cessnock West PS.

Check it out _) https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/

Cessnock West Public School Q
‘ ’ Innovative quality education in a caring environment

Aboutus v School life v Learning and support v Contactus

Fresh look Cessnock West Public School

We help every student to learn, grow and succeed. loin our friendly
and inclusive school community today!

Easier navigation

Same great school

The Cessnock West Public School difference

) B

A strong start Growth in the classroom and
beyond

Support for every family

Our school welcomes all students from
all backgrounds. We help every child We offer our students a wide range of
feel safe, included and ready to learn subjects and opportunities. This

Our teachers and learmning and wellbeing
support teams work with our families.
We co-design plans that help students

o heeot fo

We'd love for you to have a look around and let us know what you think!
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