
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Cessnock West Chatter 2025 – Term 2 Week 4 

 
National Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week. This week, we come together 
to acknowledge two significant events in our nation’s journey towards healing 
and unity—National Sorry Day (May 26) and National Reconciliation Week (May 
27 – June 3). National Sorry Day is a time to remember the Stolen Generations 

and reflect on the lasting impacts of past government policies on Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Reconciliation Week invites us to strengthen 

relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians through truth-telling, 
respect, and action. This year's theme, "Bridging Now to Next," reminds us that reconciliation is 

a journey—one that honours the past, engages with the present, and builds a better future for 
the next generations. Students will take part in a range of classroom and school-wide activities during National 

Reconciliation Week to deepen their understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures, and 
the importance of reconciliation.  Our Auslan sign for this week is Reconciliation (belong).  

 

A Night at Cessnock West – Coming in Week 9! Excitement is building as we prepare for our 

magical event, A Night at Cessnock West! Costumes are ordered, the curtains are up, and our 
school is getting ready to come alive with music, lights, and dance. Our talented students can’t 

wait to take the stage and showcase the routines they’ve been working so hard on. It promises to 

be a spectacular evening of entertainment. Stay tuned – details about dates, times, and ticketing 

will be sent home soon! 
 

Playground Update. While the rain has slowed things down a bit, work on the rest of the playground will get going 
again next week. There are plans to pour the new court and we are excited that we will be one step closer to our 3-6 

playground being complete. In the K–2 area, the old play equipment is being removed this week to make way for 
some fantastic new equipment, fresh surfacing, and sandstone seating. We can’t wait to see it all come together! As 

construction continues, please remember the following gate changes are still in place: Gate 1 or Gate 4 – Use these to 
enter and exit the school, Gate 7 (Bus Gate) – No change, Gate 8 – Remains closed. Thank you for your patience and 

support as we improve our school grounds for our students! 
 
P & C Meeting. Our next P & C meeting has been postponed until this coming Tuesday 26th May at 5pm in the 
staffroom. Entry to the meeting will be via Alfred Street Gate 4. At this meeting, we will be joined by Symal, the 

company undertaking the Wollombi Road upgrade. They will be sharing important information about the upcoming 

road works directly in front of the school. We encourage all interested parents and carers to attend. 
 

The West Way. This week in our West Way Wellbeing lesson, students learned about the expectations and 
responsibilities when a casual teacher is in the classroom. They discussed how to follow their regular class routines, 

show respect, and support casual teachers by helping them learn the flow of the day. Students were reminded to be 
respectful, responsible learners and to seek help from a trusted adult if needed. They also explored ways to stay in 

the “green zone” for learning and completed a fun activity to create a welcome poster for casual teachers– the West 
Way! 

 
Stay on Track with Attendance! #The West Way = School Every Day. At Cessnock West Public 
School, we believe that every day counts! Regular attendance is vital for your child's learning and 

development. Being present in the classroom not only helps students gain the knowledge they need, 
but it also fosters friendships and builds a sense of belonging within our school community. 

#EveryDayMatter 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

     What is a Shining Star at Cessnock West Public School      
At Cessnock West Public School, we are proud to celebrate our students who consistently demonstrate what it means 

to follow The West Way—being Respectful Responsible, Learners. Each week, we recognise two Shining Stars in each 

class— students who stand out by showing these values in their classroom, playground and around the school. 
Our Shining Star is someone who: 

• Takes responsibility for their actions and choices 
• Shows kindness, respect and care towards others 

• Engages in learning with a positive attitude and effort 

These students lead by example and help create a safe and supportive school environment. See below our Shining 

Stars for this week      
 

 Shining Stars. Each Friday I have the pleasure of hearing about all the fantastic work that students have 

been completing and about students who have been shining in the classroom and playground during the 
week. Our shining stars for Week 4 are: Azarleigh and Taylen from KH, Lily and Kalvin  from KL, Bear and 

Tanja from KM, Isabella and Nkisu from K1F, Angus and Amelia from 1N, Ryder and Lachlan from 1-2C, Doulton and 

Xanthia from 2L, Grayson and Alora  from 2M, Layla and Declan from 3-4A, Charlote and Elle from 3-4C, Lilly and Leo 
from 3-4G,  3-4H, Ivy and Flynn from 4-5D, Kayley and Oliver from 5-6G, Luca and Nevaeh from 5-6M, Manaia and 

Chelsea from 5-6N and Zoe and George from 5-6O. Keep shining, CWPS.  
 
Athletics Carnival – Wednesday 28th May. Our annual Athletics Carnival will be held on Wednesday 28th May at 

Turner Park, Cessnock. This is a whole school event, and we warmly invite parents and carers to come along and 

support the day. The P&C will be operating a canteen, and a delicious sausage sizzle, cooked by Rotary, will also be 
available. If you are able to volunteer in the canteen, please get in touch with the P & C—we’d love your support! 

Please note: with the recent wet weather, we are monitoring the condition of Turner Park. We will provide updates as 
soon as we receive confirmation about the venue’s availability.  
 

Kindergarten 2026 – Enrolments Now Open! We’re already planning ahead for our Kindergarten 2026 students. If 
you have a child starting school in 2026, we encourage you to contact the school office or enrol online via our website: 

https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html Our Leap into Learning transition 
program will begin this term, starting with a special afternoon tea in Week 10. We look forward to welcoming our 

future learners and their families! 

 
Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-
calendar.html  

Date for your diary 

Monday 26th May: AECG meeting 4:30pm at Cessnock PS 
Monday 26th-Friday 30th May: Dental Van 
Wednesday 28th May: Athletics Carnival – Turner Park, Cessnock  

Friday 13th & Saturday 14th June: Star Struck 

 
On the following pages see information about a day in the life of 2M, goodbye to our K-2 playground, Boccia and 
National Simultaneous Storytime. 
Yours in education, 

Ruth Goodwin 

Principal      

24/05/25 

 

https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/enrolment.html
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A day in the life of 2M 

Today we visited 2M to find out what they have been learning. The class was buzzing with excitement while they 

shared their learning in reading groups, writing and maths. Check out what they have learned and why it is 

important to them. 

Starting the day with reading groups, students rotated through engaging activities to build on their spelling, reading 

and comprehension skills.   

 

 

 

 

 

Next, students reflected on their writing feedback from a previous lesson. Then they worked towards publishing 

their imaginative story. Each story had their own characters, setting and dialogue. Students learnt how to write 

speech marks so their writing makes sense. They proudly read their stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to be a teacher 
when I grow up so I am 
doing lots of writing now! 

I can read so many books 
now!    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing their work and reflecting on their learning is always celebrated in 2M. This week, students learnt about 3D 

shapes in their environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shapes are all around us and 
now I know their names. 

Our teacher makes learning 
fun by playing games and 

making us laugh. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done 2M on your 

wonderful learning this 

week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye to our fixed equipment 

In the coming months, we will be replacing our well-worn equipment with a brand new and exciting playground. As 

we prepare to welcome this new addition, let's take a moment to reflect on the joy and memories we've created 

during our adventures on the old playground. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

Do you remember the first time you crossed the monkey bars the whole way? Or the sound the wooden bridge 

made as you stomped across? Perhaps you remember the pride you felt when you climbed over the horizontal bars 

to the top of the playground?  

 



 

 

 

 

 

These memories are with our students. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whilst we are unable keep our old playground forever, our students will hold dear memories that have helped shape 
them into the brave and adventurous children they are. We can’t wait to explore the new playground and make 
some new memories! While construction is happening, our students will show resilience by using other play areas 
and watching the work happen from a distance.  

We are so excited to see the new playground come to fruition! 
 

 
 
 



 

West Cessnock takes on the Hunter… 
Another great sporting adventure took place at the NSW School Sport Boccia event, 

showcasing the talents and sportsmanship of students from across the region. This 

exciting day was held in Maitland, where Cessnock West was fortunate enough to 

enter five enthusiastic participants in this highly popular competition. Our team 

consisted of Mason, Blue, Brooklyn, Conner, and Chayce, each bringing their unique 

skills and energy to the game. We were also joined by myself and our 

knowledgeable parent helper, Mrs. Christine Wilson, whose support and guidance 

were invaluable throughout the day. 

As a team, we took on the challenge of competing against 12 other schools from the 

Hunter Valley, each eager to demonstrate their abilities in this engaging sport. The 

atmosphere was electric, filled with camaraderie and friendly competition. With a 

combination of strategic gameplay and fierce determination, our team managed to 

secure an impressive 6th overall placing, which is a testament to the hard work and 

dedication of our participants. 

I would like to commend our students for their exemplary sportsmanship, respectful 

behaviour, and commitment to following the rules for the good of the game. Their 

positive attitudes and teamwork truly made a difference in our experience at the 

event. 

As we look forward to future competitions, stay tuned for more School Sport 

adventures in Term 3, where we will continue to support and celebrate the 

achievements of our talented students! 

        Mrs Amy Hadden 

West is Best! 



National Simultaneous Storytime 

What do you get when over two million people across the 
country open the same book at the same time? A national 
story party, of course! 

Each year, the Australian Library and Information 
Association (ALIA) hosts National Simultaneous Storytime 
an exciting event where a picture book by a talented 
Australian author and illustrator is read simultaneously in 
schools, libraries, preschools, homes, and bookshops from 
coast to coast (and even beyond!). Now celebrating its 
25th amazing year, National Simultaneous Storytime is all 
about making reading fun, loud, and shared - with a little 
learning sprinkled in too! 

This year, Cessnock West PS joined in the fun along with 
2,204,658 readers at 16,632 locations, all diving into the 
delightful pages of The Truck Cat. Each classroom had its 
very own copy of the book to read, enjoy, and discuss. 
Even better? After reading, each class held a special draw 
to choose one lucky student to take their copy home to 
keep forever! 

Congratulations to all our lucky winners, and thank you to 
everyone who joined in the fun. We can’t wait to see what 
story next year brings! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Mrs Rolt Teacher Librarian 




