
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Cessnock West Chatter 2025 – Term 1 Week 3 
Our 2025 Kindergarten students had a fantastic first week of big school and have settled very quickly into the class 

routines. Next week our Kinder students will have their StEPS vision screening and some students will have a speech 

assessment. The StEPS program is an initiative of NSW Health and offers all Kindergarten children free vision screening. 

The speech assessments are an initiative of the Cessnock Community of Great Public Schools (CCGPS). It is great that 

we are able to have these services come to school and check the vision and speech of our students.  
 
STAFFING FOR 2025  

TEACHING STAFF:  

KH: Mrs Hamilton (Assistant Principal ES1) 

KL: Mrs Lynch 

KM: Miss Maddalena  

RFF ES1: Mr Winter 

K/1F: Mrs Forster 

AP Stage1: Mrs West (RFF Stage 1) 

1N: Miss Nasr 

1/2C: Miss Cartwright 

2L: Mrs Lambert 

2M: Mr Majdandzic 

AP Stage 2: Mrs Henderson (RFF Stage 2) 

3/4H: Mrs Hadden 

3/4A: Mrs Andrews 

3/4C: Mrs Calabrese 

3/4G: Mr Glanville 

AP Stage 3: Mrs Searle (RFF Stage 3) 

4/5D: Mr Duck (AP Wellbeing) 

5/6N: Mr Davies 

5/6G: Mrs Glanville 

5/6M: Miss Morris 

5/6O: Mrs Brown (M-Th) Mrs Mercer (F) 

Library: Mrs Tabrett(T), Mrs Rolt (W-F) 

L & S Teacher: Miss Britten (T-F) 

Intervention: Mrs Tabrett (M,W-F), Miss Guthner 

(M,W-F), Mrs Harcombe (Th,F) 

AP Vision: Mrs Huber 

Vision: Mrs Spinks 

School Counsellor: Mrs Costa 

AP C & I: Mrs Blackadder, Mrs Coolahan (M-Th) 

Deputy Principal: Mrs McDonald 

Principal: Mrs Goodwin 

SUPPORT STAFF:  

SAM: Mrs Witherspoon 

SAO: Mrs. Taylor M-Th, Mrs. Coleman W – F,              

Mrs Archbold M-T, Mrs Labecki 

CLO/AEO: Mrs Floyd 

 

School Learning Support Officers: Mrs Abbott, Mrs. 

Wallace, Mrs Bargwanna, Mr Jurd, Miss Newsome, 

Mrs. Crump, Mr Woodbridge, Mr Stone, Mrs Kutek, 

Miss White, Mrs Mascord,  Mr Beale 

 

IT: Mr Hartrick(M,T) 

General Assistant: Mr O’Mara (T, F), Mr Slomka (W) 

Mentors: Miss Jackson (M,T) Mrs Hawkins (W, Th) 

Canteen Manager: Mrs Snape 

 

Should parents have any queries regarding their child, the first point of contact is always the class teacher.  Should 

further support be needed, please contact the Assistant Principal for your child’s stage. Please email, message via 

Seesaw or phone the school if you would like to arrange a meeting as we are not always readily available due to 

prearranged commitments. 

 
Each Monday students particulate in West Way Wellbeing lessons to learn and practise the West Way expectations for 

our school. In week 3 students learnt the expectations for our DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) and DEAL (Drop 

Everything and Listen) reading. Students will either take part in DEAR or DEAL each day for 10-15 minutes. Reading 
independently each day helps to improve student’s fluency, helps students to learn new words, can help to improve 

comprehension, focus and reading speed. Reading independently also helps to improve reading stamina (how long we 

can read for) and improve many positive reading habits. Ask your child what they read this week in DEAR.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our first assembly for 2025 will start this Friday, 21st February, at 12.40pm in our school hall. Please note that this time is 

10 minutes earlier than last year. Parents are welcome to attend, and entry is via Gate 4.  

 

The NSW Student Learning Library is a free online library with K-2 English and Mathematics learning resources 
available. The library contains learning resources which are available for parents, carers, and students to be used at 

home via the Department of Education’s public facing website.    

 

The first P & C meeting for this year will be held this Tuesday, 18th February at 5pm in the staffroom. Everyone is 

welcome to attend.   

 

We will be holding our Parent Meet and Greet on Wednesday 28th February. An information flyer will be sent next week.   
 

Each Friday I have the pleasure of hearing about all the fantastic work that students have been completing and 

about students who have been shining in the classroom and playground during the week. Our shining stars for 

week 3 are: Kylan and Azarleigh in KH, Charlie and Jyrah in KL, Charlie and Emilio in KM, Elsie and Tobias in 
K/1F, Skyla and Hayden in 1N, Khaleesi and Calvin in 1/2C, Layla and Lucas in 2L, Lily and Sofia in 2M, Koda and Piper in 

3/4A, Harrison and Charlotte in 3/4C, Nyla and Evelyn in 3/4H, Harry and Amelia in 3/4G, Aleera and Ivy in 4/5D, Henry 

and Tyler in 5/6M, Dominic and Shayla in 5/6N and George and Riley in 5/6O. This year students receiving a shining star 
will also receive a merit award. Keep shining, CWPS.  

 
Community Charter   

  

The Department of Education has a Community Charter which outlines expected behaviour. Parents and carers play an 

important role in the school community. The School Community Charter informs parents and carers on how to engage 
with NSW Public Schools. Read the School Community Charter to ensure you understand how important it is to create a 

positive learning environment for our students.   
Parents and carers can expect:   

• to be welcomed into our schools to work in partnership to promote student learning   

• communication from teaching staff will be timely, polite, informative and solutions focussed   

• professional relationships with school staff will be based on transparency, honesty and mutual respect   
• to be treated fairly. Tolerance and understanding are promoted as we respect diversity.   

  

We also need you to uphold elements of the charter. In all workplaces people have the right to feel respected. 

Unacceptable and offensive behaviour has no place in our school communities.   

To ensure the safety and wellbeing of students, staff and the community in our schools, steps will be taken to address 

unacceptable behaviour. This may include restricting contact with the school community or, in more serious cases, 

referral to NSW Police.   

Unacceptable behaviour may include but is not limited to:   
• Aggressive or intimidating actions, such as violence, threatening gestures or physical proximity.   

• Aggressive or intimidating language, including the use of obscenities, making sexist, racist or derogatory 

comments or using a rude tone.   
• Treating members of the school community differently due to aspects such as their religion or disability.   

• Inappropriate and time wasting communication.   
  

Let’s work together to always ensure a respectful, responsible learning school community. Further information on the 
charter is available at: https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/school-community-

charter . Please take the time to read through this information.   

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nsw.gov.au%2Fstudent-learning-library&data=05%7C01%7CRuth.Owen1%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Ca0fb1c736f1a4cf6a09308db186a48b7%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638130616990246348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rMucQDdqPePn2lBkV93qvs1a3MABAo%2FBXvoFYQSgQME%3D&reserved=0
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/school-community-charter
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a-public-school/school-community-charter


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Arriving at school on time each day is important. The first part of the school day is 

a time where students check in and also find out about what will be happening 

during the day to set them up for a successful day of learning. School starts at 

9am each day and students can come to school from 8.30am.   
 

 

 

This week students will learn the Auslan sign for learning goal. Over the next couple 

of weeks students will be working with their teacher to write their own learning 

goal for English and mathematics.  

  
  

Applications for Year 5 opportunity class and Year 7 

selective high school placement in 2026 are now open and close on Friday 21 February 

2025. Students currently in Year 4 and Year 6 wishing to apply for a placement in Year 5 or 
Year 7 in 2026 should apply now.  The online application link for parents and carers is 

available at Selective high schools and opportunity classes. Please speak to Mrs. McDonald 

for more information.   
 

 
 

At the beginning of each year, we ask families to ensure that their contact details are accurate, which includes email 

addresses, mobile numbers and emergency contact telephone numbers. Thank you to those families who have already 

updated their details. Accurate information is extremely important in the event that we have to contact you regarding 
your child. 

 
Families can now access our school SENTRAL calendar online at https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-

calendar.html  

 

Date for your diary 
Tuesday 18th February: P & C meeting @ 5pm in the staffroom 

Friday 21st February: Assembly 12:40pm  

Monday 24th February: AECG Meeting 4pm @ CWPS 

Wednesday 26th February: Parent Meet & Greet 

Friday 7th -Monday 17th March: Healthy Harold 

Wednesday 12th March-Monday 24th March: NAPLAN  

Thursday 27th March: School photos 

Friday 11th April: Last day for Term 1 
Wednesday 30th April: First day of Term 2 

 

On the following pages find out about a day in the life of a kindergarten student at CWPS, information about the 
importance of reading aloud to children and our merit award structure ready for our first assembly on Friday.  

 
Have a safe and fun weekend, 

Ruth Goodwin 
Principal 

15/02/25 

 

 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html
https://cessnockw-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/school-calendar.html


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A day in the life of a Kindergarten student 

Our kindergarten students are off to a flying start! A day in the life of our kindergarten students is busy, productive 

and lots of fun.  

After welcoming our students in the morning, our students complete a range of activities that focus on their fine 

motor and social skills. Activities this week include playdough stamping, colour sorting, whiteboard writing, puppets, 

kinetic sand, puzzles and bead threading.  

 

 

At school, students are working hard to recognise and write their names. Here is the rhyme we say with the students 

to help them remember the steps to develop their writing skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1, 2, 3, 4. Put my feet flat on the floor. 
5, 6, 7, 8. Chair tucked in and back up straight. 

9, 10, 11, 12. This is how my pencil’s held. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We love reading stories to kindergarten! Together we laugh, learn and enjoy the 

wonders of books. Our favourites this week have been Don’t Eat the Teacher, Tom 

Goes to Kindy and Possum Goes to School.  

We all loved wearing our possum masks in class, then taking them home. We 

wonder if our parents and carers were surprised to see possums in uniforms leaving 

the classrooms! 

 

 

 

Learning nursery rhymes in class is a fun way to practise counting skills. 5 Little Ducks and 5 

Little Soldiers are our favourites! 

 Students are practising counting tokens that they have earned in class or on the playground. 

Teachers give tokens for lots of reasons including trying your best, listening carefully, 

following instructions and being respectful to others.  

 

 

 

After lunch, Kindergarten joins their teachers in a guided meditation to help them feel calm and relaxed. Students 

then participate in play-based learning activities to build sharing, communication and turn taking skills. 

Kindergarten love going home at the end of the day to tell their parents and carers what they have learned.  

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The power of reading! Sharing stories for education and enjoyment dates 

back to our First Nations people, storytelling is the primary way their history 

was recorded and how this history has been passed down through the 
generations. At school we use storytelling and reading in a wide range of ways 

across all Key Learning Areas. Reading is not just limited to English. Reading 

and storytelling promotes brain development and imagination, it also 

develops language, social and emotional skills and strengthens relationships. 

Reading is a great way to unwind and helps with stress and anxiety. Sharing 

stories with children about things they may be worried about can provide 

them with some strategies on how to manage their ‘worries’. It also gives us 
an opportunity to imagine and believe about the endless opportunities that 

our world has to offer. With technology inching in on so many aspects of our 

lives, the time that we take to share the joy of storytelling is becoming less 

frequent in our day to day lives. I strongly encourage you to take the last – or 
first 15 minutes of your child’s day to share a story with them, it may be from 

a book, or it may be a story from your childhood, your child can also read to 

you, or they can share a story from their day. It really is a powerful time to 
connect and enjoy quality time together. 

 

 


