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Senior Executive Corner
We would like to start by wishing our families, students 

and community a very happy and safe holidays. As we 

reflect on the year that was, we are very proud of our 

ongoing achievements and search for excellence. We 

would like to commend our students on their 

achievements, we have seen them in the classroom, on 

the sporting fields and in a range of other endeavours.  

We eagerly wait for news of the achievement of our HSC 

cohort. These students, our largest ever cohort, recently 

celebrated their school years at their formal. It was lovely 

to see the students dressed up and making the most of 

the dance floor. We are proud of who they are, members 

of our Casula High School Alumni community, and we 

wish them the best for their future. HSC results will be 

made available on Thursday 18th December. We would 

love to hear from students about their results. 

Year 7 2025 Orientation 

We recently met our new Year 7 students, on Orientation 

Day. The day was filled with engaging workshops, 

lunchtime games and a delicious BBQ. The students are 

to be commended on their engagement on the day. We 

know what a change this transition can be, and the staff 

spoke highly of the new Year 7 students. We can't wait 

to see them in 2026 and share their educational journey 

with them.  

 

 

Presentation Ceremony and Special Recognition 

Assemblies 

At our Presentation Ceremony, Mr O’Donnell spoke of 

the pursuit of excellence. We celebrated hard work, 

commitment, perseverance and dedication that 

separated the award winners from others. We celebrated 

our inaugural High Potential and Gifted Education 

Scholarship winners. These students identified 

themselves and through a rigorous selection process 

were recognised as high performing students with the 

potential to achieve even greater things. 

Students were also recognised at our Special 

Recognition Assemblies. These assemblies seek to 

acknowledge a larger range of students who are 

celebrated for their commitment to learning and effort. 

These award winners should be proud of their 

achievements and know that we value their hard work 

and commitment. We want to acknowledge all our award 

winners and encourage others to aim for this recognition 

next year.  

Welcome Mr Belgre 

The Casula High School Senior Executive Team would 

like to welcome Mr Scott Belgre as Principal of Casula 

High School. Mr Belgre joined us for Orientation Day and 

met the new Year 7 students and families. We look 

forward to him joining us at Casula High School and 

leading the school through the experiences of 2026 and 

beyond. 

Up-Coming Events 

Casula Connects 
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Starting dates 2026 

School will officially resume on the dates listed below for 

the 2026 academic year. At the start of 2026 there will 

be 4 staff development days. These days are pupil free 

days. Staff will be onsite from Tuesday 27th January and 

enquiries can be made to the front office if required. We 

look forward to welcoming our returning students and 

extending a warm welcome to new members of our 

school community. 

All students return on Monday 2nd of February. 

To assist you in preparing for the upcoming school years, 

we have compiled detailed equipment lists for each 

grade level. Year 7 students have the option to purchase 

a book pack from the school office.  

Mobile Phone Policy 

A reminder that our mobile phone policy requires all 

students to bring their pouches with them at the start of 

the new academic year. Year 7 students will receive their 

pouches on their first day of school. 

Uniform 

We would like to remind parents and students about our 

school uniform policy. This information will be provided 

to students when reports are distributed. Please review 

the uniform guidelines to ensure compliance with the 

dress code. Uniforms contribute to a positive and 

focused learning environment, and we appreciate your 

cooperation in upholding this standard. 

As we wrap up this school year, we look forward to the 

exciting changes and opportunities that the next 

academic year will bring. Thank you for your ongoing 

support, and we wish you a restful and enjoyable 

summer break. 

Working hand in hand with families, we create a powerful 

force that nurtures and empowers our children to reach 

their potential. 

Sincerely, 

Mr O’Donnell Principal (Acting) 

Ms Witherly Relieving Deputy Principal Years 7+ 10 

Ms Signorini Deputy Principal Years 9 + 12 

Ms Pasalic  

Ms Crawford 
Deputy Principal Years 8 + 11 

 

Warami budyari, 

This year, our school has continued to strengthen its 

commitment to Aboriginal Education through meaningful 

programs, partnerships and learning experiences that 

celebrate culture, identity and pathways for the future. 

One of the highlights for our students has been their 

involvement in the Pathways to Dreaming program, 

which provided a powerful opportunity to explore 

Aboriginal culture, storytelling and future career 

pathways through the lens of identity and aspiration. 

Students' participation in this program encouraged pride 

in culture, goal setting and resilience, while also building 

strong connections with mentors and community role 

models. The impact of this program has been evident in 

the confidence, engagement and motivation shown by 

participating students. With a number of our students 

being more comfortable being part of whole school 

programs. 

Flowing on from this, I am happy to announce that three 

of our students were recognised for their efforts and 

achievement this year across differing fields such as - 

“culture & Leadership, Increased Engagement and 

Sport”. Well done to Rhylainn, Kobe and Nalah for their 

significant achievements in 2025 and receiving awards 

on the 26th of November at Miller Tech High at the annual 

Milperra AECG Aboriginal Student Achievement Awards. 

We have also been proud to continue our partnership 

with Souths Cares, whose programs have supported 

our students through mentoring, leadership development 

and wellbeing initiatives. Students involved have 

developed important life skills such as teamwork, 

communication and responsibility, while also 

strengthening their connection to community through 

positive role modelling. These experiences have been 

invaluable in empowering students to believe in 

themselves and their future opportunities. 

Across the curriculum, staff have continued to embed 

Aboriginal perspectives into teaching and learning, 

particularly within HSIE subjects, ensuring students gain 

a deeper understanding of Aboriginal histories, cultures 

and contemporary experiences. This ongoing focus 

supports our commitment to building respectful 

Koori Korner 
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relationships and culturally inclusive learning 

environments for all students. This will be an ongoing 

focus in building all staff cultural competence in 2026. 

As we look ahead to next year, we are excited to 

continue expanding our Aboriginal Education initiatives 

and strengthening community partnerships to further 

support student success. We thank our students, 

families, community partners and staff for their ongoing 

support and commitment to these important programs. 

We look forward to another year of growth, connection 

and opportunity in 2026. 

Didjurigura 

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Advisors Report 

What an AMAZING first year of high school. 

Congratulations to you all on all your accomplishments, 

achievements, tantrums and triumphs this year. It has 

been a privilege to have watch you all grow into 

awesome learners. May you have a restful safe break 

this summer and we look forward to seeing you all next 

year for Year 8. 

Ms Garven / Ms Montgomery 

My First Year of High School! 

My first year of high school was Nice! I met some really 

nice, people like Jayde and Josh and also found new 

friends who live very close to me. I also met nice 

teachers like Ms Montgomery, who teaches Tech and 

Woodwork And Mr Steedmen who teaches P.E though I 

don’t come to school very often I find most of the subjects 

really interesting like History (Mostly about the Black 

Plague and The Crusaders) and English where we learnt 

about Skim reading and how to tell the future when 

reading a book based of Skim reading! 

What I love about this school is the fun Excursions they 

have! Like to Aquatopia but most importantly. I would still 

go to Aquatopia just because of the massive 20 Feet 

slides! (even though I'm afraid of heights). 

When I first joined high school it was overwhelming due 

to me being unable to properly read my timetable and 

due to the fact that literally 2 months ago I was in primary 

school. But with the help of Teachers and Friends 

(classmates) the feeling of being overwhelmed Faded 

away. And that's my first year of High School. 

- Joran E 

My first year of high school was okay, actually pretty fun. 

My expectations were low at the start of the year 

because of what all the Primary Teachers said - but all of 

what they said was pretty much untrue, except for the 

fact that math is way harder now. 

I’ve experienced a lot more than I thought I would 

experience, like camping and a Science trip about space 

and I love space. I also got experiences I thought I 

wouldn’t experience at all until I was way older, but after 

this year I kind of feel like a new person. Or, a new 

mindset. 

Year Advisor Reports 
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I think I've become much more mature than Year 6 and 

farther back, and I mainly think that’s because of High 

School. Of course, I pulled things I love (shows, games) 

into high school with me, while also getting new things I 

love in the same context. Oh, and new friends. A lot of 

new friends. 

I’ve also become smarter than before, in all subjects, and 

even though I’ve basically fell all the way back to Year 1 

except harder and more extreme, and having to climb 

back up 5 years of school wasn’t the main thing I was 

expecting when going into high school, I do think it is the 

best thing for me as it’ll be a challenge. 

I’ve gotten along, and am pretty attached to my new 

class, especially a few people from my last school, and 

from here - new and old. Which is why I’m not looking 

forward to Year 8, having to do it all again. I like meeting 

new people, but I do NOT want a bad class. I want a 

class of the mix, like now. Some bad, funny, cool, good, 

people, along with at least two friends. 

I always think about my future, and what awaits me. I do 

not want a smooth ride all the way to Uni, I want 

challenges and “road blocks”, I want to learn new things 

like guitar, I love guitars and electric guitars, as it 

probably originates from my Dads’ genes. 

Anyway, that’s all, happy early Christmas and New 

Years. 

- Austin G 

My first year of high school was great, I've made lots of 

friends, met many teachers and the whole school layout. 

- Elizabeth P 

My first year of high school was amazing I made lots of 

new friends I was so nervous at first thinking I would not 

make any friends put I did and they were the best 

decisions I have ever made their names are Jaeslyn and 

Hayley I love them so much even Emma and Hannah 

them 4 are amazing if I would go back to Year 7 I would 

thank you Casula High and my friends. 

- Isbella S 

My first year of high school was better then expected and 

I was very worried about being in such a big school with 

older kids but I made so many new friends and enjoyed 

Year 7 in general. I would re-experience if I had a 

chance. 

- Divya C 

My first year of high school is very good I had a good 

time in Casula High School on the first year. I had a good 

time with Maths, English, Science and the other subjects 

I learned a lot through Casula High School, and I met a 

lot of new friends. It was an excellent experience at 

Casula High School and the classes. It was a bit 

challenging but when I got use to the school over time. 

When I came to this school it was tough for me through 

this year but at the end I improved, and I got better 

results at subjects. For me the first year helped me know 

the schools excepts.  

Some days were hard but I made it through. On my first 

year I enjoyed the subject. I felt more brave as the year 

went on. It wasn’t easy to make new friends. 

- Mohamed E 

Year 8 Advisors Report 

It has been an amazing year working very closely with 

Year 8. Congratulations to another year and another 

year filled with activities and fun. Thank you to parents 

for their continued support of students throughout the 

year and we look forward to another year of working 

together. Many students involved themselves in 

numerous school activities from our various school days 

to various Gala days and excursions like our leadership 

programs to help see students better guided towards 

their future.  

I want to wish all parents and students a safe and 

relaxing holiday, and I hope next year is another year of 

finding your potential. 

Mr Punales / Ms Bell 

Year 9 Advisors Report 

This year has been full of challenges, new experiences 

and moments that have shown just how much Year 9 

have grown both inside and outside the classroom. They 

have settled into new subjects, strengthened study 

habits and become actively involved in extracurricular 

activities, excursions and school events. Thanks also go 

to the teachers, support staff and families who have 

provided support each day.  
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As the holiday break approaches, we encourage you to 

enjoy a well-deserved rest, take time to relax, recharge 

and spend time with friends and family. We look forward 

to seeing all of you refreshed and ready for the exciting 

opportunities that await in Year 10. 

Mr Church / Mr Abdallah  

Year 10 Advisors Report 

It has been an amazing year working very closely with 

Year 10 this year. Congratulations on earning your Year 

10 ROSA, a very important stepping stone into the HSC 

and/or future employment.  

This year has seen many students participate in work 

experience from week 7. Many students have extended 

their work placement, which indicates that they have 

made a very good impression. 

I would like to wish all the Year 10 students, parents and 

carers a safe and relaxing summer holiday and know that 

in the two years ahead, that your young adults will 

continue to excel. 

Mr Roberts / Mr Steedman 

Year 11/12 Advisors Report 

Congratulations, Year 11, on an outstanding school year. 

You have shown maturity and commitment towards 

completing your Preliminary Year. Your hard work this 

year has built a strong foundation for what comes next. 

As you officially step into Year 12, you begin the final 

stage of your high school journey. The HSC is a 

significant milestone, and the preparation begins now.  

The year ahead is also a time for big decisions. Many of 

you will soon begin exploring university courses for 2027, 

early entry opportunities, and pathways that match your 

passions and strengths. Others may look toward 

apprenticeships, traineeships or entering the workforce. 

Whatever direction you choose, take the time to 

research, ask questions and discover what truly 

motivates you. 

We are incredibly proud of how far you’ve come and 

excited to see where your journey leads. Enjoy a well-

earned break, recharge, and come back ready for a 

successful HSC year. 

Mr Dubria / Mr Fok 
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TAS 

The Year 12 Industrial Technology - Graphics and 

Multimedia classes for 2026 have embarked on an 

exciting journey with their Major Projects. Students are 

harnessing exceptional research and problem-solving 

skills to create innovative and captivating concepts, 

including stunning architectural drawings, engaging 

character illustrations, and compelling videos and short 

films. To bring their ideas to life, they will be delivering 

dynamic "Shark Tank" presentations aimed at 

convincing their targeted audience to embrace and 

support their visions. 

     

   

   

   

   

CAPA 

On Wednesday 12th November, our creative arts 

students took part in the annual MADD showcase at the 

Casula Powerhouse, the most exciting day on the CAPA 

calendar. 

Students from Years 7-12 showcased their talents in 

dance, music and visual arts whilst our entertainment 

students ran the production and technical elements of 

the show. For many of our students this was their first 

time taking part in and experiencing a professionally 

orchestrated showcase. 

Our students performed for primary school students from 

Glenwood and Glenfield Primary Schools in the matinee 

show and then once again to parents and the greater 

community in what was a jam packed evening show.  

Our students demonstrated their talents and 

professionalism in the most spectacular way, proving 

once again that our performing arts family is a 

superpower. On behalf of all the CAPA staff, we would 

like to wish all our students a happy and safe holiday. 

 

ENGLISH 

The English Faculty would like to say farewell to 2025, 

as we begin to prepare for a new year full of learning and 

ALARM scaffolding. We hope all our students have a 

safe and fun holiday jam packed with reading and 

revising! This term was all about the study of film for our 

juniors, with Year 7 exploring Moana, Year 8 viewing 

Satellite Boy, Year 9 investigating Blackfish, and Year 10 

studying Hidden Figures. For our seniors, as they begin 

their final year of high school, they are busy preparing for 

their first Year 12 exam. We wish them good luck and 

are excited to bring on the holidays! 

MATHS – STEM - ENGINEERING  
STUDIES 

    

As we round out a vibrant year in the Mathematics 

Faculty, the school feels a little like a workshop of bright 

thinkers, each group tinkering with ideas and stretching 

their skills in new directions. We were delighted to 

welcome the Director this term, who visited to see our 

HPGE students in action as they ventured beyond the 

syllabus with a flurry of extra-curricular mathematical 

Faculty Feedback 



 

 
 

[7] 

adventures. Their enthusiasm painted the room like a 

constellation of curious minds. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7  

Students helped guide our Year 6 visitors on Orientation 

Day with an energetic Maths Amazing Race, showing 

leadership and infectious enthusiasm. 

Year 8 

Students who have been involved 

with Game Changers this year have 

spent the term imagining they are on 

a deserted planet. To help them 

survive they have been growing (and 

cloning) mushrooms. 

Students investigated the connection between 

circumference and area through the joyful chaos of 

blowing bubbles, turning soap film into mathematics. 

Year 9 STEM  

Students continue their mechatronic quests, building 

robots designed to solve real-world problems. They have 

tested their creations against teams from Ingleburn and 

Airds in friendly rivalry meets gears and code. In Year 9 

Maths, students have also been exploring the practical 

dance between surface area and volume, discovering 

the best solution for minimising surface area but 

maximising volume. 

Year 10 

Students are shifting gears as they prepare for Year 11. 

Some ready to pursue further mathematical study, others 

sharpening the skills they’ll carry into different subjects. 

Meanwhile, Year 10 STEM students stepped into the 

Innovation Lab at Western Sydney University, diving into 

a sustainable transport challenge in virtual reality, where 

numbers, physics, and imagination collided in the best 

way. 

 

 

 

Year 11 Engineering Studies 

Students have begun constructing bridges, both literally 

and figuratively, as they craft structures sturdy enough to 

carry them over their major assignment hurdle. And our 

wonderful  

Students from Year 7 through 11 were invited to 

participate in challenges from UNSW’s Engineers 

Without Borders program, resulting in many brilliant 

solutions to a variety of problems. Some lucky students 

even walked away with awesome LEGO prizes. 
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Thank you to every student for your curiosity, grit, and 

laughter this year. The numbers may stay constant, but 

the people exploring them make every term feel new. 

Here’s to a brilliant year completed and an even brighter 

one ahead. 

PDHPE 

2025 has been a truly outstanding year for our PDHPE 

Faculty, highlighted by the dedication, sportsmanship 

and talent of our students. We are incredibly proud of the 

many extraordinary athletes who represented our school 

across a wide range of sports, achieving success at 

school, regional and state levels. From team 

competitions to individual performances, our students 

demonstrated resilience, leadership and a strong 

commitment to personal excellence. These 

achievements reflect not only their hard work, but also 

the supportive culture of our PDHPE staff, who strive to 

inspire healthy, active and positive lifestyles in all 

students. We congratulate all students involved and look 

forward to building on this success in the year ahead. 

SCIENCE 

As we approach the end of 2025, CHS Science has been 

busy celebrating milestones and looking ahead to new 

opportunities. This term, we proudly farewelled our large 

cohort of Year 12 Science students, acknowledging their 

hard work and resilience. Meanwhile, teaching and 

learning remain in full swing across Years 7-10 Science 

classes, with students enthusiastically engaging in 

STILE to explore science through rich, interactive 

lessons. We have completed a few interesting 

experiments in junior years and Excursion for Year 11.5 

Biology.  

Year 7  

Students have been investigating 

chemical potential energy through an 

engaging practical experiment. By 

observing how stored energy in everyday 

substances can be released and 

transformed, students explored real examples of 

chemical reactions in action. The hands-on activity 

helped them make clear links between theory and real-

world applications, sparking curiosity and strengthening 

their understanding of energy types and transformations. 

Year 8 

Students recently investigated how 

electric circuits work by designing 

and testing their own light globe 

setups. Using wires, batteries and 

bulbs, students explored how energy 

is transferred and what makes a circuit complete. The 

hands-on experiment sparked curiosity and helped 

students deepen their understanding of electricity in a 

fun and practical way. 

Biology 

Students recently visited the 

UNSW Museum of Human 

Disease, gaining a unique and 

insightful look into real-world 

pathology. The excursion 

allowed students to explore an 

extensive collection of specimens 

and case studies, deepening their 

understanding of disease 
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processes, epidemiology, and the impacts of lifestyle 

factors on human health. This immersive experience 

supported their HSC learning 

and sparked thoughtful 

discussions that continued well 

beyond the excursion. 

SPECIAL ED 

Our final term of the year has been a hive 

of activity. Our talented students shone 

brightly at the school’s MADD event, 

delivering an amazing performance - a big 

thank you to everyone involved, 

especially Ms Midgley, for her guidance 

and support. John did his 

usual crowd-pleasing 

performance, whilst our 

very own Marko convinced 

us that Michael Jackson was still in the 

building. Our favourite bass player, Noah, 

made his debut and impressed us all with 

his rhythmic confidence and steady 

groove. His performance added 

wonderful energy to the event, and we 

look forward to seeing his musical talents continue to 

grow. 

In the classroom, students have 

been busy cooking up a storm 

and practising their typing skills. 

Out in the garden, we now have 

a brand-new scarecrow proudly 

standing guard to keep the birds away. 

Students have also been building their golf skills and 

taking part in exercises to stay fit, active, and alert in our 

new courtyard space. 

       

At our weekly Special Education Assembly, students are 

recognised for their hard work, skill development, and 

improved attendance. Awards include the Head Teacher 

Award and the Student of the Week Award, which 

celebrates consistent effort, growth, and commitment to 

attending school regularly. 

   

HSIE 

“Year 12 Pompeii & 

Herculaneum Feast 

and Leisure Day: 

Learning Brought to 

Life.” 

Last week, Mr Cary’s Year 12 Ancient History students 

stepped back in time—way back—into the bustling 

streets, lively taverns, and vibrant social life of Pompeii 

and Herculaneum during our Feast and Leisure Day. 

Held outdoors under perfect weather, the event 

transformed our school grounds into a re-imagined 

Roman town, complete with food, activities, and 

immersive experiences that helped consolidate students’ 

understanding of everyday life, feasting practices, leisure 

activities, and dining culture in the ancient world. 

       

              A Day of Fun, Food, and Historical Immersion 

From the moment students arrived, they were 

surrounded by the flavours, sights, and traditions of 

ancient Campania. Our seniors explored: 

¶ Roman feasting customs, including banquet 

etiquette and social hierarchy 

¶ Food and dining practices, informed by 

archaeological and written evidence 

¶ Leisure activities enjoyed by ancient Romans—

games, competitions, and entertainment 

¶ Everyday life in Pompeii and Herculaneum, linking 

their experiences to the syllabus 
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Students were encouraged to connect what they’ve 

learned in class with hands-on, sensory experiences, 

deepening their knowledge of the social and cultural 

fabric of both cities before the eruption of Mt Vesuvius. 

             

         History in Action: Learning Beyond the Classroom 

The Feast and Leisure Day weren’t just a celebration; it 

was an extension of the HSC Core Study. By engaging 

with reconstructed ancient activities, students were able 

to: 

¶ Reinforce their understanding of archaeological 

sources 

¶ See the relationship between material culture and 

daily routines 

¶ Experience the practical differences between public 

and private leisure spaces 

¶ Explore gender, class, and status roles through 

interactive tasks 

This immersive approach helps students bridge the gap 

between theory and experience, making their 

understanding richer and more meaningful. 

A Huge Thank You to Our Year 7 

Slaves. In true Roman fashion, 

our event included a hardworking 

workforce, and we owe a 

massive thank you to our Year 7 

“slave helpers,” who enthusiastically took on roles that 

represented approximately 40% of the ancient 

population. 

Their energy, humour, and willingness to assist added 

authenticity and excitement to the day. From serving 

food to helping run activities, they embodied the 

essential labour force that kept ancient households, 

villas, and public spaces functioning. 

We’re proud of their contribution and grateful for the 

teamwork across year groups. 

 

 

A Day to Remember 

The Feast and Leisure Day was a brilliant 

combination of fun, food, creativity, and 

deep historical learning. Our Year 12 

students engaged thoughtfully with ancient 

customs, strengthened their understanding 

of key syllabus areas, and enjoyed a 

memorable experience that will 

undoubtedly support their HSC studies. 

A big thank you to the staff 

and students who helped 

bring the ancient world to life! 

End of Year Message 

As we come to the end of a busy and rewarding year, the 

HSIE Faculty would like to congratulate all students on 

their continued effort and achievement across the many 

subjects we offer in HSIE. 

This term, our Year 12 students have been thoroughly 

engaged in their Ancient Rome studies, exploring daily 

life, entertainment, engineering and the enduring legacy 

of the Roman world. Their curiosity and enthusiasm in 

class discussions, source analysis and creative tasks 

have been fantastic to see. Mr Cary has been busy 

bringing Ancient Rome to Casula. 

To add some fun to our 

learning, a select group of 

Year 7 and Year 10 students 

have enjoyed HSIE Trivia 

activities, testing their 

knowledge in an interactive 

and competitive way. These activities have been a great 

way to revise content while building teamwork and 

engagement. Various prizes were given to winning 

teams such as gift cards, chocolates & Chupa Chups. 

  

Year 11 Geography Field Study Day was on Friday Week 

9, where students had the opportunity to apply their 

classroom learning in a real-world setting. They 
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participated in an urban Field 

Study of the Campbelltown LGA. 

This experience was a valuable 

part of their course tied with an 

assessment task they have just 

received and supports the development of essential 

geographical and fieldwork skills. 

Also in week 9, our Year 10 

Commerce students ran a 

“Market Day”. As part of the 

final topic, they are doing for 

the course: “Running a 

Business”, they ran their own 

little businesses selling 

various treats. Such as 

chocolate covered 

strawberries, pink lemonade, 

blue raspberry drinks and icy treats. In small groups, 

students had to develop a 

business plan and come up with 

their own marketing campaign. It 

was good to see students' ideas 

come to fruition and learning that 

in business it is vital to be flexible 

and be able to problem solve as 

you come across barriers or 

changing circumstances. 

On the 3rd of December, a number of Modern History 

students visited the Central Synagogue as part of an 

experience ran by the Jewish Museum. The Museum is 

undergoing renovations and so held their normal 

program at the Central Synagogue in Bondi Junction. 

The experience consisted of 3 components; a 1-hour 

workshop on a Modern History syllabus dot point, a 1-

hour Holocaust survivor talk, and a 1-hour tour of the 

Synagogue and a range of artefacts brought over from 

the Museum. Students were guided through the Rise of 

the Nazi Party and the Fall of the Weimar Republic by an 

historian from the Museum and given useful tips on how 

to prepare for the HSC exam. Students met Ella, a 

Holocaust survivor from Poland who was only 5 when the 

Germans invaded Poland and learnt of her story and 

journey to Australia as well as had the opportunity to ask 

further questions, deepening their understanding of her 

experience. Students were able to tour the Synagogue, 

a first for all involved, guided by a member of the Jewish 

community and the daughter of a Holocaust survivor. 

They also got to handle a number of items from the 

museum’s collection while learning about how’s those 

items played a role in people’s lives and in remembering 

those who did not survive World War 2. 

It was an enriching and valuable experience that further 

prepared students for their HSC 

in Modern History and offered 

the chance to empathise with an 

event that had world-wide 

ramifications for a vast range of 

communities. 

As we look ahead to 2026, the HSIE Faculty is excited 

about the learning opportunities planned across all year 

groups. We look forward to continuing to inspire critical 

thinking, global awareness and active citizenship in the 

year ahead. 

Thank you to our students, families and staff for your 

continued support throughout the year. We wish 

everyone a safe, restful and enjoyable break. 

SRC 

We are proud to announce our Year 12 Portfolio 

Captains for 2026.  

¶ Academic Captain Ashton 

¶ Community Captain Vian 

¶ Sport Captain Eden 

¶ CAPA Captain Sabrina 

We are also excited to introduce our SRC Captains, 

Krishan and Cass, who will work closely with the wider 

SRC team to support student voice and school initiatives. 

Each of these students has demonstrated commitment, 

leadership, and a genuine passion for representing their 

peers. We look forward to seeing the positive 

contributions they will make as they lead our school 

community throughout the year. 
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SECONDARY STUDIES 

Making The Most Of Study Periods 

“Using Your Study Periods Wisely: Set Yourself Up for 

HSC Success” 

Most of you have gone through the process of changing 

your HSC pattern of study and dropping a subject, 

picking up a Study period. 

As Year 11 students progressing through your HSC 

journey, how you use your time becomes just as 

important as what you learn. One of the biggest 

advantages you now have is access to study periods, 

valuable pockets of time built into your timetable for 

independent learning. 

Used well, these periods can significantly reduce stress, 

improve your understanding of content, and help you 

maintain a healthy school–life balance. Used poorly, they 

become missed opportunities. 

Here’s how to make them count. Why Study Periods 

Matter: 

¶ Study periods are designed to help you: 

¶ Stay on top of classwork so it doesn't pile up 

¶ Revise regularly instead of cramming before exams 

¶ Complete homework and assessments during the 

school day 

¶ Ask teachers for help while you’re still on campus 

¶ Develop independence and self-regulation, essential 

HSC and life skills 

¶ Students who consistently use study periods 

effectively often report lower stress levels and 

stronger academic results. 

How to Utilise Study Periods Wisely 

1. Set a Mini Goal for Every Session Before you begin, 

ask yourself: 

¶  “What do I want to achieve in the next 40–

60 minutes?” 

¶  Keep goals simple and specific, such as: 

“Summarise pages 14–17 of my Ancient 

History notes.” 

¶ “Complete two Maths Standard questions.” 

¶ “Revise my English quotes for 15 minutes.” 

¶ Small wins each period lead to big progress 

over time. 

2.  Follow the ‘10-Minute Rule’ 

¶ If you’re struggling to start, commit to just 10 

minutes.  Once you begin, you’ll often find it 

easier to continue. Starting is the hardest 

part. 

3. Remove Distractions. Study periods go quickly. Try:  

¶ Putting your phone on Do Not Disturb 

¶ Choosing a quiet space 

¶ Using noise-cancelling headphones (if 

allowed) 

¶ Keeping only the books you need on your 

desk 

¶ The fewer distractions, the more productive 

you become. 

4. Use Your Teacher Access Wisely 

¶ You’re at school—use that to your 

advantage. 

¶  Visit teachers during study periods to 

clarify: 

¶ concepts you didn’t fully understand 

¶ feedback on draft work 

¶ exam strategies 

¶ syllabus points you’re unsure about 

¶ A 3-minute conversation can save you 

hours of confusion later. 

5.  Break Tasks into Manageable Chunks 

¶ Large assignments feel overwhelming, but 

breaking them down makes them 

manageable: 

¶ Research → plan → draft → edit → 

finalise 

¶ From 5 pages → into 5 paragraphs 

¶ From 20 quotes → revise 5 per study period 

¶ Chunking reduces procrastination and 

builds momentum. 

6. Track Your Progress 

¶ Use a small notebook, Google Doc, or your 

school diary to track: 

Ṋ what you completed this study 

period 

Ỏ what you need to finish later 

  what you want to revise again 

¶ Seeing your progress builds confidence and 

promotes self-regulation. 
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Self-Regulated Learning Tips 

Here are some simple strategies to boost your focus and 

productivity: 

¶ Be honest with yourself about how you work best 

¶ Use timers (Pomodoro method: 25 mins work, 5 

mins break) 

¶ Review your goals weekly to stay accountable 

¶ Reward yourself for sticking to your plan 

¶ Reflect: Did I use that study session well? What can 

I improve next time? 

¶ Self-regulation is not about perfection—it’s about 

building strong habits. 

Study periods are not "free lessons"—they’re an 

opportunity to lighten your workload, strengthen your 

learning, and prepare for the 

demands of the HSC. The more 

wisely you use them now, the 

more confident and successful 

you’ll be in the months ahead. 

Make every period count, Year 11.5! 

YEAR 11.5 - END OF TERM 4  

“Your First HSC Term: Well Done, Year 11.5!” 

As Term 4 draws to a close, we want to congratulate all 

Year 11.5 students on completing your very first term of 

the HSC. Stepping into senior studies is a big shift—new 

expectations, faster pace, deeper learning—and you’ve 

met the challenge with determination and maturity. You 

should feel proud of yourselves. 

A Well-Earned Holiday Break 

The school holidays are your chance to rest, recharge, 

and reset. After a busy term, it’s important to take time 

for yourself: 

¶ Sleep in 

¶ Spend time with family and friends 

¶ Enjoy hobbies 

¶ Look after your wellbeing 

¶ A balanced holiday makes a big difference to how 

confidently you begin Term 1 next year. 

¶ Staying Productive Over the Break 

While rest is important, staying lightly productive will help 

you start the new year without stress. Think of it as smart 

preparation, not hard study. A few suggestions: 

¶ Review your Term 4 notes for each subject 

¶ Organise your folders and digital files 

¶ Complete small revision tasks each week 

¶ Set goals for Term 1 (attendance, punctuality, study 

routines, wellbeing) 

¶ Prepare any resources you know you’ll need for the 

year 

¶ Consistency now means less pressure later. 

¶ Making the Most of Edrolo 

We strongly encourage all students to use Edrolo over 

the holidays. This platform is an excellent support tool for 

HSC success, and many students say it helps them build 

confidence before major assessments. On Edrolo, you 

can: 

¶ Watch short, clear video lessons aligned to the HSC 

syllabus 

¶ Revise Term 4 content at your own pace 

¶ Preview upcoming topics so Term 1 feels easier 

¶ Complete practice quizzes to strengthen your 

understanding 

¶ Revisit tricky concepts as many times as you need 

¶ Spending even 20–30 minutes a day, a few days a 

week, will make a huge difference when classes 

resume. 

Year 11.5, you have taken your first steps into your HSC 

year, and we are incredibly proud of your effort. Enjoy 

your summer, look after yourselves, and return refreshed 

and ready to continue your journey. 

Have a safe, happy, and productive break! 

STUDENT SUPPORT - WELLBEING –  
ENGAGEMENT 

As we reach the end of another busy and rewarding year 

at Casula High School, the Student Wellbeing Team 

would like to thank all students, families, and staff for 

their ongoing support. This year has brought wonderful 

achievements, strong partnerships, and countless 

moments of growth across our school community. 

We also want to extend a heartfelt thank you to every 

member of the Student Wellbeing Team and the 
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Attendance Team for their hard work, dedication, and 

commitment throughout 2025. Their efforts behind the 

scenes and on the frontline have made an enormous 

difference to the lives of our young people. 

We remain proud of the collective effort shown in 

supporting student wellbeing, engagement, and learning. 

Your commitment makes a real difference, and we look 

forward to building on this foundation in 2026. 

The Importance of Attendance – Every Day Matters 

As we prepare for the summer break, it is a perfect time 

to remind our community that regular attendance is one 

of the strongest predictors of student success. Every day 

at school builds on learning, friendships, and the routines 

that help young people thrive. 

In the new year, we encourage families to plan ahead, 

establish strong morning routines, and stay in touch with 

the school early if challenges arise. Our Wellbeing and 

Attendance Teams are always here to help. Working 

together ensures that every student walks into 2026 

ready and confident. 

Looking After Ourselves During the Summer 

Holidays 

While the holidays offer a well-earned rest, they are also 

a great chance to focus on healthy habits that support 

our wellbeing. Small, intentional choices can make a big 

impact. It would be great if we can encourage our 

students to: 

¶ get plenty of sleep and maintain a balanced routine 

¶ stay active and spend time outdoors 

¶ stay connected with family and friends 

¶ limit screen time where possible 

¶ practise mindfulness, gratitude, or relaxing hobbies 

These simple strategies help students recharge so 

students return refreshed and ready for learning. 

Farewell and Thank You, Mr Roberts 

We would also like to extend our deepest thanks to Mr 

Roberts, our current Year 10 Adviser and Second in 

Charge in our Student Wellbeing Faculty. He has been a 

massive part of the Wellbeing and Attendance Teams 

over the past few years, contributing tirelessly to student 

support, staff collaboration, and the continued 

development of our wellbeing programs and supportive 

attendance initiatives. 

Mr Roberts’ dedication, professionalism, and genuine 

care for our students have left a lasting impact at Casula 

High School. While we are sad to see Mr Roberts go, we 

are incredibly proud of him and wish him every success 

at his new school closer to his home. They are very 

fortunate to have Mr Roberts join them in 2026. 

Thank you again for all your support and we wish you all 

the best for Christmas, New Year and the school 

holidays. 

LIBRARY 

Students are encouraged to stock up on their holiday 

reading before the end of term, with all books borrowed 

now not due back until next year. It’s the perfect time to 

grab a new series, revisit an old favourite, or explore 

something completely different as you relax over the 

break. 

Whether you’re heading to the beach, travelling, or 

enjoying a quiet stay-at-home summer, make sure 

you’ve got a great book (or a few!) packed and ready to 

go. Come into the Library and get your summer reading 

sorted! 

LEARNING AND SUPPORT  

Minimum Standards 

Students in NSW are supported to meet a minimum 

standard of literacy and numeracy to receive the HSC. 

Students complete a short online numeracy, reading and 

writing test of skills for everyday life required to meet the 

HSC minimum standard. This means that students who 

demonstrate the standard have the skills to do things like 

following safety instructions in equipment manuals, 

understanding a mobile phone plan, writing a job 

application, and creating a personal weekly budget. 

The majority of students in Year 11 have met the 

standard in all 3 areas. Learning Support are working 

closely with remaining students to ensure they are 

completing their tests before the end of 2025. Support for 

these students as well as those in Year 10 who have yet 

to meet one or more standards will continue in 2026. 
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Quicksmart and MacLit Programs 

The Quicksmart and MacqLit programs aid students in 

developing their fundamental skills in numeracy and 

literacy. This year we have had many hard-working 

students from Years 7, 8, and 9 enter these programs, 

with many going on to graduate from them with an 

abundance of new knowledge and confidence in their 

skills! We congratulate all students involved on their 

efforts this year and wish you all the best in using your 

impressive new skills in your classes next year. 

NAPLAN 2026 

The NAPLAN tests take place each year for all students 

in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9. In 2026, NAPLAN will take place 

Wednesday 11th March to Monday 23rd March. NAPLAN 

assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that students 

are learning through the school curriculum and allows 

parents/carers to see how their child is progressing 

against national standards. 

We wish all students and families a safe and happy break 

and look forward to another exciting year in Learning 

Support in 2026. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Staff have recently engaged in Professional Learning 

focused on developing explicit teaching strategies 

relevant to their personal context. Staff had the 

opportunity to attend a workshop on ALARM (A Learning 

and Responding Matrix) run by Miss Prasad. ALARM is 

CHS’s fundamental teaching and learning tool that 

promotes quality writing from students. The session 

involved staff analysing samples and working through a 

variety of questioning strategies to engage students in 

learning. Mr Carter ran a session on the HSC High 

Leverage Strategies. Staff in this session viewed, 

reflected on, and evaluated videos of Miss Reddy and 

Miss Campbell, and were challenged to take something 

away to apply to their own teaching. The third session 

was run by Mr Markovski and focused on the 

Discriminating Feature. Mr Markovski challenged 

teachers to thoroughly examine the Discriminating 

Feature for their subject and align it with three common 

threads: context, critical thinking, process. Staff will take 

this Professional Learning and implement it into their 

own context.  

 
 
Casula Connects is available on the Parent Portal of the 
Sentral website, as well as on the Casula High School 
website. For any details about the newsletter or any other 
school events please contact the school on: 
 

Phone: 9602 4320 

Email: casula-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CasulaHighSchool 

Twitter: @Casula_High 

 
STAFF ROLES 

TITLE NAME 

Principal (Acting) Mr O’Donnell 

Deputy Principal Years 7+ 10 (Relieving) Mr Witherly 

Deputy Principal Years 9 + 12 Ms Signorini 

Deputy Principal Years 8 + 11 
Ms Pasalic  
Ms Crawford 

Year 7 Advisor Ms Garven 

Year 8 Advisor Mr Punales 

Year 9 Advisor Ms Weeding 

Year 10 Advisor Mr Roberts 

Year 11 Advisor Mr Dubria 

Year 12 Advisor Mr Markovski 

Careers Advisor Mr Adio 

Librarian Ms Milliken 

Technical Support Mr Scorgie 

Student Support Ms O’Donnell 

Head Teacher Administration Ms Montgomery 

Head Teacher CAPA Ms Georgiou 

Head Teacher English Ms Kolar 

Head Teacher HSIE Mr Gandiaga 

Head Teacher Learning & Support Ms Holdsworth 

Head Teacher Maths Ms Campbell 

Head Teacher PDHPE Mr Dib 

Head Teacher Secondary Studies Mr Cary 

Head Teacher Science Ms Sami 

Head Teacher Special Education Ms Matthews 

Head Teacher Teaching & Learning Mr Carter 

Head Teacher TAS Ms Celic 

Head Teacher Welfare 
Mr Chanaoui 
Ms Regent 

 
 

 

  

Contact Us 

mailto:casula-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/CasulaHighSchool
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GIRLS UNIFORM 
Years 7 - 10 
¶ Skirt - Bottle green (appropriate size and length) 
¶ Shorts – Bottle green (shorts are knee length with a 

cuff, 2 pockets, 1 button, zip front and belt loop. 
These shorts are the ONLY option for girls to wear). 

¶ Shirt - White polo or white blouse with school logo 
Years 11 - 12 
¶ Skirt - Green tartan (appropriate size and length) 
¶ Shorts – Bottle green (shorts are knee length with a 

cuff, 2 pockets, 1 button, zip front and belt loop. 
These shorts are the ONLY option for girls to wear). 

¶ Shirt - White polo or white blouse with school logo 
All Years 
¶ Trousers - Black tailored (no track suit pants) 
¶ Pullover - Bottle green with school logo 
¶ Jumper - Bottle green with school logo 
¶ Jacket - Bottle green over-jacket with school logo 
¶ Tie - Bottle green 
¶ Shoes - Black leather, leatherette or suede 
¶ Socks – White 
¶ Headwear – (including caps and hijabs) if worn, must 

be in school colours, which are white, black and 
bottle green 

BOYS UNIFORM 
Years 7 - 10 

¶ Shorts – Grey (appropriate size and length) 
¶ Trousers – Grey tailored (no track suit pants) 
¶ Shirt - White polo or white business shirt with 

school logo 
Years 11 - 12 
¶ Shorts – Grey (appropriate size and length) 
¶ Trousers - Grey tailored (no track suit pants) 
¶ Shirt - White polo or white business shirt with school 

logo 
All Years 
¶ Pullover - Bottle green with school logo 
¶ Jacket – Bottle green over-jacket with school logo 
¶ Tie - Bottle green 
¶ Shoes - Black leather, leatherette or suede 
¶ Socks – White 
¶ Headwear – (including caps) if worn, must be in 

school colours, which are white, black and bottle 
green 

PE / SPORT UNIFORM  
All Students All Years 
¶ Summer black sports shorts (appropriate size and 

length), school sports polo, sports shoes 

¶ Winter black track suit pants with no logos, school 
sports polo, sports shoes 

 
 

 

Uniform Policy 

Casula High School would like 

to wish our students, staff and 

community a happy and safe 

holiday, with an exciting 2026. 


