
STRIVE TO DO WELL

Stage 6 (Year 11 & 12)    
Subject Information Booklet

 2026/2027



1 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

Contents 
 

1. Welcome to the Senior School at Canowindra High School……….. ............................................... 3 

2. Studying for the Higher School Certificate .................................................................................... 4 

2.1. Minimum Standards ............................................................................................................... 5 

 
2.2. Course Patterns ...................................................................................................................... 6 

2.3. Requirements for the Award of the HSC ................................................................................ 7 

2.4. Accumulation of the Higher School Certificate ...................................................................... 7 

2.5. Vocational Education and Training (VET) ............................................................................... 8 

2.6. Credentials Awarded ............................................................................................................ 10 

2.7. What Are Units of Study? ..................................................................................................... 11 

2.8. What is an ATAR ................................................................................................................... 12 

2.9. Subjects and Courses of Study ............................................................................................. 13 

 2.10 Course offered 2026/2027 ................................................................................................... 14 

 
3. Subject Details – Board Developed Courses ................................................................................ 15 

4. Subject Details – Board Endorsed Courses .................................................................................. 44 

5. Vocational Curriculum Framework Courses ................................................................................ 46 

6. Preliminary Studies and HSC Studies Checklist ........................................................................... 50 

 

 



3 

 

 

 

1. Welcome to the Senior School at Canowindra High School……….. 

 

Plato once wrote “the direction in which education starts a man will determine his future” and our school congratulates you 
on taking the first step in determining this future by continuing your education at Canowindra High School. The decision to 
complete Year 11 and 12 is one that will be challenging and yet very exciting and rewarding. It is an opportunity for you to 
embrace an exceptional array of opportunities that will make the transition from the security of the school environment to 
the wider world of tomorrow. 
 
As a student in the senior years, you can expect to experience more freedom and privileges. However, with this also comes 
increased responsibility and accountability. To succeed at a high level, each student in Years 11 and 12 must either have, or 
aim to quickly develop, independent learning skills. Thus you must be able to organise yourself, maintain motivation, allocate 
time appropriately to study and other pursuits, while at the same time, setting and achieving goals. 
 
Teachers at Canowindra High School are experienced and committed to working with you to achieve your goals and 
aspirations. You can expect to experience a supportive and encouraging atmosphere that maximises your learning potential. 
Small class sizes assist in establishing a positive atmosphere and most staff willingly provide high levels of assistance such as 
extra tuition outside normal school hours. Staff at Canowindra High School will also strive to develop and cultivate exam 
techniques to ensure the highest possible results in the Higher School Certificate. 
 
The success at the HSC level is dependent on your participation in your education and engagement with the courses you 
study including regularly attending classes and completing all assigned tasks. This commitment combined with a positive 
attitude, self-discipline, determination and realistic goals will ensure HSC results of which you can be proud. 
 
The Canowindra High School vision statement begins “a small school with big opportunities” and it is the expectation of all 
staff that our students embrace these many opportunities provided to prepare themselves for life beyond school. As a school 
we pride ourselves in that we; 
 

• provide our students with a nurturing environment that instils pride in achievement 

• foster the development of self-motivated, tolerant and confident learners 

• work collaboratively with our school community to create experiences that continually challenge and develop 
personal strengths, resilience and individual success, and 

• produce students who are responsible citizens that can positively contribute to the global community. 

Over the next few weeks as you make choices regarding your senior studies, we encourage you to talk to people who have 
experience of study at a senior level. Information is power and family members; head teachers and teachers are all here to 
help you with your education and learning. Good luck! 
 
 
 
Brad Robinson 
Principal 
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2. Studying for the Higher School Certificate  
 

The Higher School Certificate recognises 13 years of schooling and is awarded to eligible students in NSW. To ensure the high 

standards and ongoing integrity of the HSC, students must meet all the requirements and rules to ensure eligibility.  Please 

ensure you become familiar with these as failure to meet the expectations and standards is likely to result in the non-award 

of a Higher School Certificate. 

 

Full details of the NESA HSC Rules can be found in the Assessment, Certification and Examination (ACE) Manual. The manual 

is available from your school or on the NESA website. 

 

http://ace.bostes.nsw.edu.au/  

 

In order to receive the HSC you must: 

 

• study an approved pattern of Preliminary HSC and HSC Courses 

• have a satisfactory record of attendance and application in each course 

• satisfactorily undertake the school’s Assessment program in each course 

• complete a sufficient number of HSC courses within five examination years 

• complete and attain the HSC Minimum Standards in numeracy, reading and writing. 

 

Preliminary HSC courses are those undertaken in Year 11 and do not have an external examination. 

 

HSC courses are usually taken in Year 12 and end with an HSC examination. The study of HSC courses commences in Term 4 

of Year 11. 

 

You must successfully complete the Preliminary course in a subject before undertaking the HSC course in that subject. This 

includes mandatory completion of the “All My Own Work” and “Life Ready” courses in Year 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ace.bostes.nsw.edu.au/
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2.1 HSC Minimum Standards 

Students need reading, writing and numeracy for everyday life after school. This is why students in NSW are being supported 

to meet a minimum standard of literacy and numeracy to receive the HSC from 2020.  

To show they meet the HSC minimum standard, students need to achieve Level 3 or 4 in short online reading, writing and 

numeracy tests of skills for everyday life. 

There are no pre-requisites for choosing subjects for stage 6. Students do not need to achieve the minimum standard to 

choose a subject they will study in stage 6.  

 

Students that do not meet the minimum standards in either reading, writing and/or numeracy will still be able to sit the HSC 

exams receive their result and and ATAR (if eligible) and their ROSA. 

 

Students can sit each minimum standard reading, writing and numeracy test up to 4 times until they reach the standard, 

during Year 10, 11 and 12. Students will also have up to 5 years from the time they start the HSC courses to sit the minimum 

standard online tests. The tests must be administered by schools via a lockdown browser. 

Some students with a disability may be exempt from meeting the minimum standard to receive their HSC testamur.  

 

Students that do not meet the minimum standards in either reading, writing and/or numeracy will still be able to sit the HSC 

exams receive their result and and ATAR (if eligible) and their ROSA. 
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2.2 Course Patterns 

 

Board Developed Courses  

These courses are developed by NESA. The syllabus for each course contains 

 

• the course objectives, structure, content and outcomes 

• specific course requirements 

• assessment requirements  

• HSC External Examination specification 

• The course performance descriptors (except for Vocational Education and Training Courses). 

 

These courses are examined externally at the end of the HSC course and can count towards the calculation of the Australian 

Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR). 

 

Board Endorsed Courses (BEC) 

There are two main types of Board Endorsed Courses – Content Endorsed Courses and School Developed Board Approved 

Courses. Some Board Endorsed Courses are one-year courses.  

 

• Content Endorsed Courses (CECs) have syllabuses endorsed by NESA to cater for areas of special interest not covered 

in the Board Developed Courses. Most HSC Vocational Education and Training courses delivered by TAFE are Content 

Endorsed Courses. 

 

• School Developed Board Approved may be developed to meet student needs. These courses must be approved by 

NESA 

 

There is no external examination for any Content Endorsed Course or School Developed Board Approved Course, but all 

Board Endorsed Courses count towards the Higher School Certificate and appear on the Record of Achievement. Board 

Endorsed Courses do not count in the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 

 

Distance Education Courses  

These are courses which can be accessed as ‘correspondence’ courses through the Dubbo School of Distance Education. 

Students may be able to access these courses if Canowindra High School is not able to offer the particular course in which 

the student wishes to study. Each student receives work on a regular basis and must complete a set of work each week. 

Students undertaking these courses need to have high motivation, good time management skills and a capacity for 

independent learning if they are to achieve success in their chosen course.  

 

Students are expected to meet costs incurred by studying these courses. Course costs are determined by Distance Education 

Schools. 

 

Aurora College 

Aurora College offers academically driven students the chance to access a variety of courses in a virtual school environment, 

particularly when such courses are not available at their home school. This option is available to students attending any 

government school in rural and remote NSW, allowing them to enrich their education by studying one or more subjects 

through Aurora College.  
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2.3 Requirements for the Award of the HSC 

 

If you wish to be awarded the HSC: 
 

• complete the compulsory study of English 

• satisfactorily complete 12 units of study in the Preliminary year 

• satisfactorily complete 10 units of study in your HSC year. 
 
Both the Preliminary and the HSC course must include the following: 

• at least 6 units from Board Developed Courses including 

• at least 2 units of a Board Developed Course in English 

• at least three courses of 2 units value or greater   

• at least four subjects 

• you must complete the assessment requirement for each course, including school based examinations. 

• you must complete the practical, oral or project works    required for specific courses. 

• you must have sat for and made a serious attempt at the required Higher School Certificate examinations. 

  
Some courses have certain rules and prerequisites. For example, you can include English Studies in your 6 units of Board 
Developed Courses, but you can only count it as the 2 units of English that UAC uses to calculate an ATAR if you sit the 
optional HSC examination. You can find out more about eligibility, rules and prerequisites on the 
website www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au 
 

 
 

2.4 Accumulation of the Higher School Certificate 

 

Students may accumulate a HSC over five years. The five year period will commence in the first year a student attempts a 

HSC examination or completes a HSC VET course. 

 

Students accumulating an HSC will receive a Results Notice for each calendar year of study. The cumulative record will record 

all Preliminary HSC and HSC courses satisfactorily competed including repeat attempts. 

http://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/
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2.5 Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

 

General Information 

 

VET courses offer dual accreditation: students who successfully complete these courses will gain unit credit toward their HSC 

and will receive a nationally recognised industry-based qualification.   

 

VET courses are generally broken into two groups, Framework and Non-Framework courses. Both groups will provide units 

of credit towards the students’ HSC. Similarly, both groups will give students access to a nationally recognised qualification.  

 

VET courses are available to all students in years 11 and 12. VET courses may also be available to students in Stage 5 where 

approved by NESA.  

 

Students can access information about VET courses from this document, the school’s VET Coordinator or Careers Adviser.  

 

Flexible learning is a method of delivery that does not rely solely on traditional classroom based or face to face teaching and 

learning. Some VET courses may use flexible learning strategies in the delivery of the course. In special circumstances 

students may be able to access a VET course not available at the school through some form of distance education.  

 

Work Placement 

 

Seventy (70) hours of work placement per 240 hours of study is a mandatory component of many VET courses.  

Failure to complete mandatory work placement will mean that a student will receive an “N” award for the subject and as 

a result may be ineligible for the award of the HSC.   

 

Work placement will be organised and coordinated by a Local Community Partnership. Students will be provided with 

additional work placement information in the course induction/orientation.  

 

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 

 

The School Based Traineeship and Apprenticeship Program in NSW provides students with increased opportunities to gain 

experience and qualifications in a particular industry whilst still at school and to enhance future employment and training 

after the HSC. Part-time traineeships in schools provide students with the opportunity to include a recognised VET 

qualification within their Higher School Certificate and to combine this with paid work.  

 

Students successfully completing a school based part-time traineeship will receive the following qualifications:  

 

• A nationally recognised VET qualification under the Australian Qualifications Framework   

• A Certificate of Proficiency   

• Credit toward the HSC  

 

School based apprentices and trainees must complete formal training that is delivered by a registered training organisation 

(RTO). The formal training must meet the requirements of the relevant Vocational Training Order (VTO) for that 

apprenticeship or traineeship vocation, and lead to a nationally recognised qualification.  The formal training component of 

school based apprenticeships and traineeships will contribute unit credit towards the HSC.   

 

School based apprentices and trainees must undertake a minimum of 100 days on-the-job training (unless otherwise stated 

in the relevant VTO) by 31 December of the year they will complete their HSC. This on-the-job training must be in the form 
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of paid employment as an apprentice or trainee under an appropriate industrial arrangement. (See Section 6 Employment 

under Appropriate Industrial Arrangements.) 

 

School Based Apprentices are required to:   

 

• enter into a Training Contract for a nominal duration of generally five years – two years part-time followed by three 

years full-time post the HSC   

• undertake a minimum requirement of 100 days of paid employment (unless otherwise stated by the relevant VTO) 

by 31 December of the year they will complete their HSC   

• enrol in a minimum Certificate III AQF qualification level as specified in the Vocational Training Order (VTO).   

 

School Based Trainees are required to:   

 

• enter into a Training Contract for a term of sufficient duration to allow them to complete their formal training 

requirements for the HSC as well as the minimum requirement of 100 days of paid employment by 31 December of 

the HSC year. The minimum term for a school based traineeship is 18 months.   

• enrol in a minimum Certificate II AQF qualification level as specified in the Vocational Training Order (VTO).   
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2.6 Credentials Awarded 

 

Students who have met the requirements of NESA are issued with these credentials: 

 

• Preliminary HSC Record of Achievement 

This certificate lists the Preliminary HSC courses satisfactorily completed. 

 

• The HSC Testamur 

This is the official certificate confirming that the student has met all requirements for the award. 

 

• HSC Record of Achievement  

This document lists the courses studied and reports the marks and bands achieved. 

 

• Course Reports 

A course report will be issued for every HSC Board Developed Course completed. This report will show the marks 

received, the performance scale and the band descriptions for each course, together with a graph showing the 

state wide distribution of marks in the course. 
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2.7 What Are Units of Study? 

 

All courses offered for the Higher School Certificate have a unit value. Most courses are 2 unit. In the HSC each unit has a 

value of 50 marks. Hence a 2 unit course has a value of 100 marks. 

 

2 units =   120 hours per year =  100 marks 

1 unit   =   60 hours per year  =  50 marks 

 

2 Unit Course   

• This is the basic structure for all courses. It has a value of 100 marks. 

 

Extension Course 

• Extension study is available in a number of subjects. Extension courses build on the content of the 2 unit course and carry 

an additional value of 1 unit. Extension courses are available in English, Mathematics, Science, History, Music, some 

Languages and VET.  

 

• English and Mathematics Extension Courses are available at Preliminary HSC and HSC levels. Students must study the 

Preliminary HSC extension course in these subjects before proceeding to the two HSC extension courses (Extension 1 

and Extension 2). The Extension 2 course requires students to work beyond the standard of the Extension 1 course. 

 

• HSC extension courses in subjects other than English and Mathematics are offered and examined in Year 12 only.  
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2.8 What is an ATAR? 

The ATAR is a rank, not a mark.  

The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is a number between 0.00 and 99.95 that indicates a student’s position 

relative to all the students in their age group (ie all 16 to 20 year olds in NSW). So, an ATAR of 80.00 means that you are 20 

per cent from the top of your age group (not your Year 12 group).  

Universities use the ATAR to help them select students for their courses and admission to most tertiary courses is based on 

your selection rank (your ATAR + any applicable adjustments). Most universities also use other criteria when selecting 

students (eg a personal statement, a questionnaire, a portfolio of work, an audition, an interview or a test). 

ATARs are calculated in each state to reflect a student’s rank against other students in their state. In NSW, the ATAR is 

calculated and released by UAC. 

To be eligible for an ATAR in NSW, you must satisfactorily complete at least 10 units of ATAR courses. These ATAR courses 

must include at least: 

• 10 units from board developed courses 

• 2 units of English 

• three Board Developed courses of 2 units or greater 

• four subjects. 
 
Your ATAR is then calculated from your: 
 

• best 2 units of English 

• best 8 units from your remaining units 
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2.9 Subjects and Courses of Study 

 

A subject is the general name given to an area of study. A course is a branch of study within a subject. A subject may have 

several different courses, for example, in the subject English the courses include English Standard, English Advanced, English 

Studies, English Extension 1 and English Extension 2. 

 

The following pages contain brief outlines of many of the courses which may be offered for Preliminary HSC study in 2024. 

In addition to these courses, students with special aptitudes, needs or interests may be able to study other courses through 

distance education or Aurora. 

 

Students are encouraged to consult their parents, other teachers and careers advisers regarding possible subject choices. 

Based on these discussions a provisional pattern of study for 2024 will be developed. 

 

The availability of the courses listed on the following pages will be dependent upon the level of student interest and the 

staffing levels for 2025. A decision on which courses will be available will be made after the students have stated their initial 

subject preferences. 
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2.10 Courses offered 2026/2027 

 

Students may not include any more than six units of the following science courses: Biology, Chemistry and Physics in meeting 

the 12 Preliminary HSC or 10 HSC units.  

 

Preliminary & HSC Courses 

(2 Unit) 

Preliminary HSC Extension 

Courses 

(1 Unit) 

HSC Extension Courses  

(1 Unit) 

Board Developed Courses - ATAR 

Agriculture   

Biology   

Business Studies   

Chemistry    

Community and Family Studies   

English Advanced    

English Standard   

English Studies English Extension 1 English Extension 1 & 2 

Food Technology   

Health and Movement Science   

Industrial Technology (Metal or Timber)   

Investigating Science   

Legal Studies   

Mathematics Advanced    

Mathematics Standard 1 and 2 
Mathematics Extension 1 Mathematics Extension 

  1 & 2 

Modern History   

Music 1   

Music 2   

Physics   

Visual Arts   

Board Endorsed Courses - Non ATAR 

Numeracy   

Sports, Lifestyle & Recreation    

Vocational Education Industry Curriculum Frameworks (VET) + dual qualification HSC + Certificate II 

Hospitality (Food and Beverage)   

Primary Industries   

Other subjects may be accessed in consultation with the school principal 

 

Only one course may be selected from the 
English and Mathematics subject groups. 
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3. Subject Details – Board Developed Courses 

 

Agriculture  
 

2 units in each of Preliminary and HSC  

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Nil 

 

Course Description 

The Preliminary course incorporates the study of the interactions between the components of agricultural production, 

marketing and management, while giving consideration to the issues of sustainability of the farming system. This is an ‘on-

farm’, environment-orientated course. 

 

• Overview (15%) 

• The farm case study (25%) 

• Plant production (30%) 

• Animal production (30%) 

The HSC course builds upon the Preliminary course. It examines the complexity and scientific principles of the components 

of agricultural production. It places greater emphasis on farm management to maximise productivity and environmental 

sustainability. The Farm Product Study is used as a basis for analysing and addressing social, environmental and economic 

issues as they relate to sustainability. 

 

Core (80%) 

• Plant/Animal production (50%) 

• Farm product study (30%) 

 

Elective (20%)  

Choose ONE of the following electives to study. 

• Agri-food, Fibre and Fuel Technologies 

• Climate Challenge 

• Farming for the 21st Century 

Course Requirements 

Practical experiences occupy a minimum of 30% of both Preliminary and HSC course time. 
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Biology  
 

2 units in each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Nil 

 

Course Description 

The Year 11 course investigates cellular structure and provides a base for understanding the way in which multicellular 

organisms transport and absorb nutrients and carry out gas exchange. Exploring variations in the structures and functions of 

organisms provides an understanding of the effects of the environment on living things and how this leads to biodiversity. 

 

The Year 12 course investigates reproduction, inheritance patterns and the causes of genetic variation in both plants and 

animals. Applications of this knowledge in biotechnology and various genetic technologies are explored in the light of their 

uses in the treatment, prevention and control of infectious and non-infectious diseases. 

 

Content 

 

Year 11 

The Year 11 course consists of four modules. 

 

Module 1 Cells as the Basis of Life 

Module 2 Organisation of Living Things 

Module 3 Biological Diversity 

Module 4 Ecosystem Dynamics 

 

Year 12 

The Year 12 course consists of four modules. 

 

Module 5 Heredity 

Module 6 Genetic Change 

Module 7 Infectious Disease 

Module 8 Non-infectious Disease and Disorders 

 

Course Requirements 

Students are provided with 15 hours of course time for Depth Studies in both Year 11 and Year 12. During this time students 

may undertake an investigation/activity that allows for the further development of one or more scientific concepts. 

 

A Depth Study may be one investigation/activity or a series of investigations/activities. Depth Studies may be included in one 

module or across several modules. 

 

Practical investigations are an essential part of the Year 11 and Year 12 courses and must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of 

course time each year. 

 

Fieldwork is also mandated in Year 11 and is an integral part of the learning process.  
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Business Studies  
 

2 units in each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Nil 

 

Course Description 

Business Studies investigates the role, operation and management of businesses within our society. Factors in the 

establishment, operation and management of a small business are integral to this course. Students investigate the role of 

global business and its impact on Australian business. Students develop research and independent learning skills in addition 

to analytical and problem-solving competencies through their research projects, which investigate the operation of a small 

business or planning the establishment of a small business. 

 

Preliminary course 

▪ Nature of business: The role and nature of business 

▪ Business management: The nature and responsibilities of management 

▪ Business planning: Establishing and planning a small to medium enterprise 

HSC course 

▪ Operations: Strategies for effective operations management 

▪ Marketing: Development and implementation of successful marketing strategies 

▪ Finance: Financial information in the planning and management of business 

▪ Human resources: Human resource management and business performance 

 
 
Course Requirements 
For the Preliminary Course students are required to complete 120 hours of study with a focus on small to medium 

enterprises. 

 

For the HSC Course, students are required to have successfully completed the Preliminary course as well as an additional 

120 hours of course work focused on large businesses, many of which operate on a global scale. 
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Chemistry  
 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course  

Exclusions: Nil 

 

Course Description 

The Year 11 course develops the knowledge, understanding and skills in relation to the properties and structures of matter, 

the types and drivers of chemical reactions and how we measure the quantities involved in these processes. 

 

The Year 12 course builds on the concepts introduced in Year 11 by examining particular classes of chemicals, processes and 

a variety of chemical reactions which incorporate organic compounds and acid/base equilibrium reactions. The course 

challenges students to apply this knowledge to the investigation of a range of methods used in identifying and measuring 

quantities of chemicals which leads to an understanding of the structure, properties and trends of and between classes of 

chemicals. 

 

Content 

 

Year 11 

The Year 11 course consists of four modules- 

 

Module 1 Properties and Structure of Matter 

Module 2 Introduction to Quantitative Chemistry 

Module 3 Reactive Chemistry 

Module 4 Drivers of Reactions 

 

Year 12 

The Year 12 course consists of four modules. 

 

Module 5 Equilibrium and Acid Reactions 

Module 6 Acid/base Reactions 

Module 7 Organic Chemistry 

Module 8 Applying Chemical Ideas 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Students are provided with 15 hours of course time for Depth Studies in both Year 11 and Year 12. During this time students 

may undertake an investigation/activity that allows for the further development of one or more scientific concepts. 

 

A Depth Study may be one investigation/activity or a series of investigations/activities. Depth Studies may be included in one 

module or across several modules. 

 

Practical investigations are an essential part of the Year 11 and Year 12 courses and must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of 

course time each year. 
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Community and Family Studies 
 
2 Units each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course  

Prerequisites: Nil 

Course description 

Community and Family Studies Stage 6 syllabus is designed to develop in each student an understanding of the diverse 

nature and interdependence of families and communities within Australian society. The course enables students to plan 

and manage resources effectively in order to address contemporary issues facing families and communities. 

 

What will I learn throughout this course?  

Through the study of the Community and Family Studies course, students learn to develop: 

• knowledge and understanding about resource management and its role in ensuring individual, group, family and 
community wellbeing 

• knowledge and understanding about the contribution positive relationships make to individual, group, family and 
community wellbeing 

• knowledge and understanding about the influence of a range of societal factors on individuals and the nature of 
groups, families and communities 

• knowledge and understanding about research methodology and skills in researching, analysing and communicating 

• skills in the application of management processes to meet the needs of individuals, groups, families and 
communities 

• skills in critical thinking and the ability to take responsible action to promote wellbeing 

• an appreciation of the diversity and interdependence of individuals, groups, families and communities. 

Course Structure: 

Preliminary course 

• Resource Management (20%): Basic concepts of the resource-management process 

• Individuals and Groups (40%): The individual's roles, relationships and tasks within and between groups 

• Families and Communities (40%): Family structures and functions, and the interaction between family and 
community 

HSC course 

• Research Methodology (25%): Research methodology and skills culminating in the production of an Independent 
Research Project 

• Groups in Context (25%): The characteristics and needs of specific community groups 

• Parenting and Caring (25%): Issues facing individuals and groups who adopt roles of parenting and caring in 
contemporary society 
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HSC modules 

Select ONE of the following: 

• Family and Societal Interactions (25%): Government and community structures that support and protect family 
members throughout their lifespan 

• Social Impact of Technology (25%): The impact of evolving technologies on individuals and lifestyle 

• Individuals and Work (25%): Contemporary issues confronting individuals as they manage roles within both their 
family and work environments 

 
Course Requirements: 

The Preliminary course consists of three mandatory modules and the indicative course time allocated to their study. 

The HSC course consists of three mandatory modules representing 75 per cent of course time. An options component 
representing 25 per cent of course time includes three modules of which students are to study only one. 

Students are required to complete an Independent Research Project (IRP) in the context of the HSC core module – Research 
Methodology – and forms part of the HSC internal assessment. The focus of the IRP should be related to the course content 
of one or more of the following areas: individuals, groups, families, communities, resource management. 
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English Advanced  
 

2 Units in each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: English Standard; English Studies; English EAL/D; English Life Skills 

Course Description 

English Advanced 11–12 provides students the opportunity to refine their understanding of the dynamic relationship 

between language, texts and meaning through critical study, and the skilful and creative use of language forms, language 

features, and structures of texts composed for different purposes in a range of contexts. Students develop the knowledge 

to question, reconsider and refine meaning through language, and to reflect on their own processes of responding, 

composing and learning. 

Content 

Year 11 

The course has three focus areas: 

• Reading to Write: Transition to English Advanced.  

• Narratives that Shape our World 

• Critical Study of Literature  

Year 12 

For the English Advanced Year 12 course, students are required to complete the following focus areas: 

• Texts and Human Experiences as the first unit of work 

• Textual Conversations 

• Critical Study of Literature  

• The Craft of Writing. 

Course Requirements 

Across the English Advanced Stage 6, the selection of texts must give students experience of: 

• texts that are widely regarded as quality literature 
• a range of Australian texts 
• a range of texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
• a range of types of texts inclusive of prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, media and digital texts 
• texts with a range of social, cultural and gender perspectives 
• integrated modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and representing, where appropriate. 

Year 11 

There are no prescribed texts for Year 11. 

Year 12 

Students are required to closely study 4 prescribed texts, with at least ONE drawn from each of the following categories: 

• prose fiction 
• poetry 
• drama OR nonfiction OR film OR media. 

At least ONE of the texts selected must be authored by Shakespeare. 
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English Standard  
 

2 Units in each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: English Advanced; English Studies; English EAL/D; English Extension 

Course Description 

English Standard 11–12 provides students with the opportunity to analyse, study and enjoy a breadth and variety of English 

texts, in order to become confident and effective communicators. Students develop the knowledge to analyse, reconsider 

and refine meaning, and to reflect on their own processes of responding, composing and learning. 

Content 

Year 11 

The course has three focus areas: 

• Reading to Write: Transition to English Standard  

• Contemporary Possibilities 

• Close Study of Literature. 

Year 12 

For the English Advanced Year 12 course, students are required to complete the following focus areas: 

• Texts and Human Experiences as the first unit of work 

• Language, identity and culture  

• Close Study of Literature  

• The Craft of Writing. 

Course Requirements 

Across Stage 6, the selection of texts must give students experience of: 

• texts that are widely regarded as quality literature 

• a range of Australian texts 

• a range of texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

• a range of types of texts inclusive of prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, media and digital texts 

• texts with a range of social, cultural and gender perspectives 

• integrated modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and representing, where appropriate. 

Year 11 

Students are required to study ONE complex multimodal or digital text in Contemporary possibilities. This may include the 

study of film. 

Students are required to study ONE substantial literary print text in Close study of literature, for example prose fiction, drama 

or a poetry text, which may constitute a selection of poems from the work of ONE poet. 

 Year 12 

Students are required to closely study 3 prescribed texts, with ONE drawn from each of the following categories: 

• prose fiction 

• poetry 

• drama OR film OR media OR nonfiction. 
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English Studies  
 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: English Advanced; English Standard; English EAL/D; English Extension 

Course Description 

English Studies 11–12 provides students the opportunity to explore the ideas, values, language forms, features and 
structures of texts from a range of contexts. Through responding to and composing texts, students strengthen their ability 
to access and comprehend information, assess its reliability and synthesise the knowledge gained from a range of sources 
for a variety of purposes. 
 
There is no compulsory HSC external examination in English Studies 11–12. Students may choose to sit for an optional HSC 
examination. 

• Should a student seek an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), the examination mark for English Studies 11–

12 will be used by the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) to calculate an ATAR.  

• Students who do not sit the optional HSC examination for English Studies 11–12 are not eligible for the calculation 

of an ATAR. 

Content 

Year 11 

For the English Studies Year 11 course, students are required to: 

• complete Reading to Write: Transition to English Studies as the first unit of work 

• complete an additional 2–3 elective focus areas. 

Year 12 

For the English Studies Year 12 course, students are required to: 

• Narrative and Human Experiences, 

• Writing for Purpose  

• an additional 2 elective focus areas 

Course Requirements 

Across Stage 6, the selection of texts must give students experience of: 

• texts that are widely regarded as quality literature 

• a range of Australian texts 

• a range of texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

• a range of types of texts, which could include prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, media and digital texts 

• texts with a wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives, and popular and youth cultures 

• integrated modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and representing, where appropriate. 

Year 11  

There are no prescribed texts for Year 11. 
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• Students are required to study ONE substantial multimodal text, which could be film or media. 

• Students are required to study ONE substantial print text, which could be prose fiction, nonfiction, poetry or drama. 

Year 12 

Students are required to study a wide range of texts, with ONE substantial text drawn from each of the following categories: 

• print text, which could be prose fiction, nonfiction, poetry or drama 

• multimodal text, which could be film or media. 

For Narrative and human experiences, students are required to study: 

• ONE text from the prescribed text list. 

For Writing for purpose, students are required to study: 

• At least FOUR short texts from the prescribed text list 
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English Extension   
 

1 unit for each Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Prerequisites: 

(a) English Advanced 

(b) English Extension in Year 11 is a prerequisite for English Extension 1 in Year 12 

(c) English Extension 1 in Year 12 is a prerequisite for English Extension 2 

Exclusions: English Standard; English Studies; English EAL/D. 

Course Description 

English Extension 1 provides students with the opportunity to extend their use of language and self-expression in creative 

and critical ways. Students engage with increasingly complex concepts through a broad range of literature from different 

contexts. Through this, they refine their understanding and appreciation of the significance of texts, and the way that 

literature shapes and reflects the world. 

 

English Extension 2 extends students’ conceptual understanding of the ways literature is read and written through their 

consideration of authorship and their authorial role. Students develop their understanding of the composition process to 

create a substantial and original Major work 

Content 

Year 11 

For the English Extension Year 11 course, students are required to: 

• complete 60 indicative hours 

• undertake the study of Texts, culture and value 

• undertake the Related research project. 

Year 12 

For the English Extension 1 Year 12, students are required to: 

• complete the English Extension Year 11 course as a prerequisite 

• complete 60 indicative hours 

• undertake the study of ONE elective option. 

The electives are: 

• Confessional worlds 

• Historical worlds 

• Hybrid worlds 

• Natural worlds 

• Shakespearean worlds  

For the English Extension 2 Year 12 course, students are required to: 

• be undertaking study of the English Extension 1 Year 12 course 

• complete 60 indicative hours 

• undertake Author and authority concurrently, including ONE author study 

• complete a Major work 

• document coursework in a Major work journal. 
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Course Requirements 

Across Stage 6, the selection of texts should give students experience of: 

• texts that are widely regarded as quality literature 

• a range of Australian texts 

• a range of texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

• a range of types of texts that includes prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, media, multimedia and digital 

texts 

• integrated modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and representing, where appropriate. 

Year 11 

Teachers prescribe ONE text from the past and its manifestations in one or more recent contexts. 

Students select ONE text and its manifestations in one or more recent contexts. They research a range of texts as part of 

their Related research project. 

Year 12 

In the English Extension 1 course students are required to study: 

• Students are required to study THREE prescribed texts in ONE elective. At least TWO of these texts are required to 

be extended print texts, which may include poetry. 

• Students are also required to study ONE related text for the elective. 

In the English Extension 2 course students are required to: 

As part of Author and authority and the associated author study, students undertake an extensive, independent investigation 

involving a range of complex texts. 

 

For the Major work the selection of texts will depend on the form of the Major work and be appropriate to the purpose, 

audience and context of the composition. 
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Food Technology 

 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC  

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Nil 

 

Course Description 

The Preliminary course will develop knowledge and understanding about food nutrients and diets for optimum nutrition, the 

functional properties of food, safe preparation, presentation and storage of food, sensory characteristics of food, the 

influences on food availability and factors affecting food selection. Practical skills in planning, preparing and presenting food 

are integrated throughout the content areas. 

 

The HSC course involves the study of sectors, aspects, policies and legislations of the Australian Food Industry; production, 

processing, preserving, packaging, storage and distribution of food; factors impacting, reasons, types, steps and marketing 

of food product development; nutrition incorporating diet and health in Australia and influences on nutritional status. 

Practical experiences in developing, preparing, experimenting and presenting food are integrated throughout the course. 

 Preliminary course 

▪ Food Availability and Selection (30%) 

▪ Food Quality (40%) 

▪ Nutrition (30%) 

 HSC course 

▪ The Australian Food Industry (25%) 

▪ Food Manufacture (25%) 

▪ Food Product Development (25%) 

▪ Contemporary Nutrition Issues (25%) 

Course requirements 

There is no prerequisite study for the Preliminary course. Completion of the Preliminary course is a prerequisite to the study 

of the HSC course. In order to meet the course requirements, students study food availability and selection, food quality, 

nutrition, the Australian food industry, food manufacture, food product development and contemporary nutrition issues. 

It is mandatory that students undertake practical activities. Such experiential learning activities are specified in the 'learn to' 

section of each strand. 
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Health and Movement Science 

2 Units in each of Preliminary and HSC  

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Nil 

Course Description 

Health and Movement Science is an integrated area of study that provides for the intellectual, social, emotional, physical 

and spiritual development of students. It involves students learning about and practising ways of maintaining active, healthy 

lifestyles and improving their health status. It is also concerned with social and scientific understandings about movement, 

which lead to enhanced movement potential and appreciation of movement in their lives. It prepares students for tertiary 

study in the health-related industry. An emphasis is placed on the social context of health, anatomy and physiology, 

biomechanics, first aid and the ability to improve sports performance. Human Movement in Stage 6 is largely a theoretical 

based program of study that focuses on educative purpose, take a strengths based approach, values movement, develops 

health literacy and includes a critical inquiry approach.

Content 

Main Topics Covered:  

Preliminary Course – Core Topics 
Health For Individuals and Communities 
The Body and Mind in Motion 
Collaborative investigation 
Depth Studies 

 
 
HSC Course – Core Topics 
Health in and Australian and Global Context 
Training for Improved Performance 
Depth Studies 

The Course is designed to accommodate students wishing to explore health and the human body in detail. The course 
provides a foundation for students with an interest in human movement, medical and health science and individual and 
community health issues who wish to continue their studies at a tertiary level, including the study of medicine and other 
health courses.  

Collaborative Investigation (Preliminary Course) 

The Collaborative Investigation provides opportunities for students to develop knowledge and skills to support their own 
and others’ health and movement. It allows students to manage their own learning and to become flexible, critical thinkers, 
problem-solvers and decision-makers

Depth studies 

Year 11 

▪ a total of 20 hours of in-class time allocated in Health for Individuals and Communities and/or The Body and Mind in 

Motion 

▪ a minimum of 2 Depth Studies 

▪ knowledge and understanding, and skill outcomes, to be addressed in each depth study. 

Year 12 

The requirements for the Depth Studies include: 

▪ a total of 30 hours of in-class time allocated in Health in an Australian and Global Context and/or Training for Improved 

Performance 

▪ a minimum of 2 Depth Studies 

▪ knowledge and understanding, and skill outcomes, to be addressed in each depth study 

▪ one depth study must be formally assessed as a school-based assessment task. 
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Investigating Science  
 

2 units for each Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course- Category A 

Exclusions: Nil 

Note: The Investigating Science Stage 6 course may be studied as a stand-alone course or in combination with any other 

science course(s). Students studying Investigating Science as a stand-alone course may select to study Science Extension in 

Year 12. 

Course Description 

The Year 11 course focuses on the centrality of observation in initiating the scientific process and examines the human 

tendency to draw inferences and make generalisations from these observations. Students learn about the development and 

use of scientific models and the similarities and differences between scientific theories and laws. 

 

The Year 12 course builds on the skills and concepts learnt in Year 11 with students conducting their own scientific 

investigations and communicating their findings in scientific reports. Students are provided with the opportunity to examine 

the interdependent relationship between science and technology and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to 

scientifically examine a claim. The course concludes with students exploring the ethical, social, economic and political 

influences on science and scientific research in the modern world. 

Content 

Year 11  

The course consists of four modules: 

 

Module 1 Cause and Effect – Observing 

Module 2 Cause and Effect – Inferences and Generalisations 

Module 3 Scientific Models 

Module 4 Theories and Laws 

 

Year 12  

The course consists of four modules: 

 

Module 5 Scientific Investigations 

Module 6 Technologies 

Module 7 Fact or Fallacy? 

Module 8 Science and Society 

Course Requirements 

Students are provided with 30 hours of course time for Depth Studies in both Year 11 and Year 12. During this time students 

may undertake an investigation/activity that allows for the further development of one or more scientific concepts. 

 

A Depth Study may be one investigation/activity or a series of investigations/activities. Depth Studies may be included in one 

module or across several modules. 

Practical investigations are an essential part of the Year 11 and Year 12 courses and must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of 

course time each year. 
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Industrial Technology – Timber Products and Furniture Technologies OR Metals and 

Engineering Technologies 
 

2 Units in each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course      

Exclusions: Students can only undertake study in ONE focus area - Timber Products and Furniture Technologies OR Metals 

and Engineering Technologies 

Course Description 

Industrial Technology will develop a student's knowledge and understanding of a selected industry and its related 

technologies, highlighting the importance of design, management and production through practical experiences. 

Industrial Technology Stage 6 consists of project work and an industry study that will develop a broad range of skills and 

knowledge related to the focus area chosen for the course. 

Preliminary Course 

The following sections are taught on the relevant focus area: 

 

Industry Study (15%) 

Design (10%) 

Management and Communication (20%) 

Production (40%) 

Industry Related Manufacturing Technology (15%) 

HSC Course  

The following sections are taught on the relevant focus area through the development of a Major Project and a study of the 

relevant industry: 

Industry Study (15%) 

Major Project (60%) 

Industry Related Manufacturing Technology (25%) 

Course requirements 

In the Preliminary course, students must design, develop and construct a number of projects. Each project will include a 

management folio. Each project may emphasise different areas of the Preliminary course content. Students also undertake 

the study of an individual business within a focus area industry. 

In the HSC course, students design, develop and construct a Major Project with a management folio. They will also undertake 

a study of the overall industry related to the specific focus area industry. 
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Legal Studies 

 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC  

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Nil 

Course Description 

The Preliminary course develops students' knowledge and understanding of the nature and functions of law and law-

making, the development of Australian and international legal systems, the Australian constitution and law reform. It 

examines an individual's rights and responsibilities, how disputes are resolved and examines a contemporary issue 

concerning the individual and technology. Students have the opportunity to investigate issues that illustrate how the 

law operates in practice. This is achieved by investigating, analysing and synthesising legal information and 

investigating legal issues from a variety of perspectives. 

The HSC course investigates the key areas of law, justice and human rights through a variety of focus studies which 

consider how changes in societies influence law reform. 

Preliminary Course  

• Part I – The Legal System  

• Part II – The Individual and the Law 

• Part III – The Law in Practice  

The Law in Practice unit is designed to provide opportunities for students to deepen their understanding of the 

principles of law covered in the first sections of the course. This section may be integrated with Part I and Part II. 

HSC Course  

• Core Part I: Crime  

• Core Part II: Human Rights  

• Part III: Two options  

Two options are chosen from: 

• Consumers 

• Global environment and protection 

• Family 

• Indigenous peoples 

• Shelter 

• Workplace 

• World order. 

Each topic's themes and challenges should be integrated into the study of the topic. 
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Mathematics Advanced 
 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC  

Board Developed Course 

The Mathematics Stage 6 syllabuses are designed to offer students opportunities to think mathematically. Mathematical 

thinking is supported through questioning, communicating, reasoning, reflecting and the use of appropriate technology, and 

is encouraged through providing students with opportunities to generalise, challenge, find connections and to think critically 

and creatively. Using mathematical thinking, students apply their knowledge and skills to deepen their understanding of the 

world. 

Mathematics Advanced forms a continuum to provide students with opportunities to acquire knowledge, understanding and 

skills in mathematical concepts at higher levels and with applications in an increasing number of contexts. Mathematics 

Advanced  provides students with opportunities to learn about the interconnected nature of mathematics, its beauty and its 

functionality. The concepts and techniques of differential and integral calculus are the basis of the courses. 

The Mathematics Advanced 11–12 course is designed to encourage students to appreciate mathematical ways of viewing 

the world to investigate concepts, such as order, relation, pattern, uncertainty and generality. The course provides students 

with the opportunity to explore mathematical problems through observation, reflection and reasoning. 

The Mathematics Advanced 11–12 course enables students to use mathematical models and serves as a basis for further 

studies at the tertiary level in science and commerce that require mathematics and its applications. 

There are no pre-requisites to study Advanced Mathematics course, however, it is strongly recommended that students have 

a natural affinity with Mathematics, performed strongly in all algebraic topics and studied a number of the Path topics in 

Years 9 and 10. 
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Mathematics Standard  
 

2 Unit in each of Preliminary and HSC 
Board Developed Course   
 
Prerequisites 
Nil 
 
Rationale 

The Mathematics Stage 6 Standard courses are designed to offer students opportunities to think mathematically. 

Mathematical thinking is supported through questioning, communicating, reasoning, reflecting and the use of appropriate 

technology, and is encouraged through providing students with opportunities to generalise, challenge, find connections and 

to think critically and creatively. Using mathematical thinking, students apply their knowledge and skills to deepen their 

understanding of the world. 

Course Description 

The Mathematics Standard courses are focused on enabling students to use mathematics effectively, efficiently and critically 

to make informed decisions in their daily lives. They provide students with opportunities to develop an understanding of, and 

competence in, aspects of mathematics through real-world applications. Mathematics Standard Year 11 provides a pathway 

for students who progress through the Core outcomes of the Mathematics 7–10 Syllabus (2022). This course is designed for 

students who want to extend their mathematical skills beyond Stage 5, gain further knowledge of mathematical concepts 

and apply these skills and knowledge in practical contexts. 

In Year 12, Mathematics Standard 1 provides an opportunity for students to continue to master aspects of the Year 11 

outcomes and develop their mathematical knowledge and understanding through applications and modelling. This supports 

students to see the significance of mathematics and have the opportunity to prepare for post-school employment or further 

training. 

Mathematics Standard 2 provides a pathway for students to extend their mathematical thinking through examining more 

complex content, and through applications and modelling. The Mathematics Standard 2 course offers students the 

opportunity to prepare for a wide range of educational and employment aspirations. 

 

Content - Year 11  Content - Year 12 

Formulas and equations Algebraic relationships 

Linear relationships Investment and loans 

Earning money Annuities 

Managing money Trigonometry 

Applications of measurement Ratios and rates 

Time and location Network flow 

Networks, paths and trees Critical path analysis 

Data analysis Bivariate data analysis 

 Relative frequency and probability 

 The normal distribution 
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Mathematics Extension 1 
 
1 Unit in Preliminary and HSC 

Mathematics HSC Extension 1  

Board Developed Courses 

Prerequisites: The Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course has been developed on the assumption that students have 
studied the content and achieved the outcomes of the Mathematics Years 7–10 Syllabus and, in particular, the content 
and outcomes of all substrands of Stage 5.1, Stage 5.2 and Stage 5.3, including the optional substrands: 

• Polynomials 

• Logarithms 

• Functions and Other Graphs 

• Calculus 

Course description 

Mathematics Extension 1 is focused on enabling students to develop a thorough understanding of and competence in 
further aspects of mathematics. The course provides opportunities to develop rigorous mathematical arguments and 
proofs, and to use mathematical models more extensively. 

The Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course includes the Mathematics Advanced Year 11 course. The Mathematics 
Extension 1 Year 12 course includes the Mathematics Advanced Year 12 course. 

All students studying the Mathematics Extension 1 course will sit for an HSC examination. 

The Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course content is comprised of four Topics, with the Topics divided into 
Subtopics.  

The Mathematics Extension 1 Year 12 course content includes the Topics ‘Trigonometric Functions’ and ‘Calculus’ 
continued from Year 11 and introduces three different Topics. 

Course Requirements 

Mathematics Advanced (2 units – Year 11), Mathematics Advanced (2 units – Year 12). They must concurrently be 

studying Mathematics 2 Unit in Preliminary and HSC years. 

HSC Extension 1 course is prerequisite for Extension 2 course 

 

Exclusions: Mathematics Standard 
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Modern History  
 

2 units in each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Nil 

Course Description 

The Year 11 course provides students with opportunities to develop and apply their understanding of methods and issues 
involved in the investigation of modern history. Students have the opportunity to engage in the study of a range of people, 
ideas, movements, events and developments that have shaped the modern world. 

The Year 12 course provides students with opportunities to apply their understanding of sources and relevant issues in the 

investigation of the modern world. Through a core study, students investigate the nature of power and authority 1919–1946. 

They also study key features in the history of one nation, one study in peace and conflict and one study of change in the 

modern world. 

Content 

Year 11 

The Year 11 course comprises three sections. 

• Investigating Modern History (60 indicative hours including ‘The Nature of Modern History’ and ‘Case Studies’) 

students undertake at least one option from ‘The Nature of Modern History’, and at least two case studies. 

• Historical Investigation (20 indicative hours) 

• The Shaping of the Modern World (40 indicative hours) at least one study from ‘The Shaping of the Modern World’ 

is to be undertaken. 

Historical concepts and skills are integrated with the studies undertaken in Year 11. 

Year 12 

The Year 12 course comprises four sections. 

• Core Study: Power and Authority in the Modern World 1919–1946 (30 indicative hours) 

• One ‘National Studies’ topic (30 indicative hours) 

• One ‘Peace and Conflict’ topic (30 indicative hours) 

• One ‘Change in the Modern World’ topic (30 indicative hours) 

Historical concepts and skills are integrated with the studies undertaken in Year 12. 

Course Requirements 

Year 11 

In the Year 11 course, students undertake at least two case studies. 

 One case study must be from Europe, North America or Australia, and 

 One case study must be from Asia, the Pacific, Africa, the Middle East or Central/South America. 

 

Year 12 

Students are required to study at least one non-European/Western topic, for example: India 1942–1984, Conflict in the 

Pacific 1937–1951, The Cultural Revolution to Tiananmen Square 1966–1989. 
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Music 1  

 
2 units in each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Music 2 (2 units – Preliminary) 

Prerequisites: Nil 

Projects developed for assessment in one subject are not to be used either in full or in part for assessment in any other 

subject. 

Course description 

While the course builds on the Stages 4 and 5 Music course, Music 1 provides an alternative course of study to Music 

2. The curriculum structure is adaptable enough to meet the needs and interests of students with varying degrees of 

prior formal and informal learning in music and caters for students with less experience in Music. 

Course content 

Preliminary course 

In the Preliminary course, students study the concepts of music through the learning experiences of performance, 

composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, periods and genres. 

Students study three topics in the Preliminary course. Topics are chosen from a list of 21 topics which covers a broad 

range of styles, periods and genres. 

HSC course 

In the HSC course, students study the concepts of music through the learning experiences of performance, 

composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, periods and genres. 

Students study three topics in the HSC course which are different from those studied in the Preliminary course or two 

topics which are different from those studied in the Preliminary course and one topic from the Preliminary course in 

greater depth exploring new repertoire and including a comparative study. Topics are chosen from a list of 21 topics 

which covers a broad range of styles, periods and genres. 

In addition to core studies in performance, composition, musicology and aural, students select three electives from any 

combination of performance, composition and musicology. These electives must represent each of the three topics 

studied in the course. 

Course requirements 

Students selecting Music 1 are required to keep a portfolio of the development of each of the components Core 

Composition and Elective Composition. 
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Music 2  

 
2 units in each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Music 1 (2 units – Preliminary) 

Prerequisites: Nil 

 

Course description 

In this course, students study the concepts of music through the learning experiences of performance, composition, 

musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, periods and genres. 

Course content 

Preliminary course 

In the Preliminary course, students study the concepts of music through the learning experiences of performance, 
composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, periods and genres. 

Students study one mandatory topic covering a range of content and one additional topic in each year of the course. 

In the Preliminary course, the mandatory topic is Music 1600–1900. The additional topic is chosen from a list of six topics 
which covers a broad range of styles, periods and genres. 

HSC course 

In the HSC course, students study the concepts of music through the learning experiences of performance, composition, 
musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, periods and genres. 

Students study one mandatory topic covering a range of content and one additional topic in each year of the course. The 
additional topic is chosen from a list of eight topics which covers a broad range of styles, periods and genres. 

In the HSC course, the mandatory topic is Music of the Last 25 Years (Australian focus). 

Course requirements 

In addition to core studies in performance, composition, musicology and aural, students nominate one elective study in 
Performance, Composition or Musicology. 

Submitted works and performances are required to reflect the mandatory and additional topic studied in the HSC. 

The additional topic studied in the HSC must be different to the topic studied in the Preliminary course. 

Students selecting Composition or Musicology electives will be required to compile a portfolio of work as part of the process 
of preparing a submitted work. 

All students will be required to develop a composition portfolio for the core composition. 
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Physics  

 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course 

Exclusions: Nil 

Course Description 

The Year 11 course develops student’s knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to the study of motion, how we describe 

it and what causes it. The course also examines energy in its different forms and how we describe and measure electricity 

and magnetism and their interrelated effects. 

 

The Year 12 course provides avenues for students to apply the concepts they were introduced to in Year 11 to motion in two 

dimensions, electromagnetism, theories of light, the atom and the Universe. 

Content 

Year 11 

The Year 11 course consists of four modules. 

Module 1 Kinematics 

Module 2 Dynamics 

Module 3 Waves and Thermodynamics 

Module 4 Electricity and Magnetism 

Year 12 

The Year 12 course consists of four modules. 

Module 5 Advanced Mechanics 

Module 6 Electromagnetism 

Module 7 The Nature of Light 

Module 8 From the Universe to the Atom 

Course Requirements 

Students are provided with 15 hours of course time for Depth Studies in both Year 11 and Year 12. During this time students 

may undertake an investigation/activity that allows for the further development of one or more scientific concepts. 

 

A Depth Study may be one investigation/activity or a series of investigations/activities. Depth Studies may be included in one 

module or across several modules. 

Practical investigations are an essential part of the Year 11 and Year 12 courses and must occupy a minimum of 35 hours of 

course time each year. 
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Visual Arts  

 

Visual Arts (2 units – Preliminary) 

Board Developed Course 

Prerequisites: Nil 

Eligibility: Nil 

Projects developed for assessment in one subject are not to be used either in full or in part for assessment in any other 

subject. 

Course description 

Visual Arts involves students in artmaking, art criticism and art history. Students critically and historically investigate 

artworks, critics, historians and artists from Australia as well as those from other cultures, traditions and times. Students 

develop their own artworks, culminating in a 'body of work' in the HSC course. 

Course content 

Preliminary course 
The Preliminary course is broadly focused, while the HSC course provides for deeper and more complex investigations.  

Preliminary course learning opportunities focus on: 

 

▪ the nature of practice in artmaking, art criticism and art history through different investigations 

▪ the role and function of artists, artworks, the world and audiences in the artworld 

▪ the different ways the visual arts may be interpreted and how students might develop their own informed points 

 of view 

▪ how students may develop meaning and focus and interest in their work 

▪ building understandings over time through various investigations and working in different forms. 

 

While the course builds on Visual Arts courses in Stages 4 and 5, it also caters for students with less experience in Visual Arts. 

HSC course 

HSC course learning opportunities focus on: 

▪ how students may develop their practice in artmaking, art criticism and art history 

▪ how students may develop their own informed points of view in increasingly independent ways and use different 

 interpretive frameworks in their investigations 

▪ how students may learn about the relationships between artists, artworks, the world and audiences within the 

 artworld and apply these to their own investigations 

▪ how students may further develop meaning and focus in their work. 

 

Course requirements 

Preliminary course: 
▪ artworks in at least two expressive forms and use of a process diary 
▪ a broad investigation of ideas in artmaking, art criticism and art history. 
 

HSC course: 
▪ development of a body of work and use of a process diary 
▪ a minimum of five case studies (4–10 hours each) 
▪  deeper and more complex investigations in artmaking, art criticism and art history. 
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4. Subject Details – Board Endorsed Courses 

 

Board Endorsed Courses have syllabuses endorsed or approved by NESA to cater for areas of special interest. All Board 

Endorsed Courses count towards the Higher School Certificate and are listed on the Record of Achievement. However, Board 

Endorsed Courses do not count towards the calculation of an ATAR, as there is no external exam and assessment is school 

based.  

 

Numeracy 

 
Prerequisites: Nil 

Board Endorsed Course - School Delivery 

Course description 

The Numeracy course builds on the knowledge, skills and understanding presented in the K–10 curriculum. It supports 

students to develop the functional numeracy skills required to become active and successful participants in society. 

The Numeracy Stage 6 CEC Syllabus is designed to offer opportunities for students to reason numerically and think 

mathematically. Numerical reasoning and mathematical thinking are supported by an atmosphere of questioning, 

communicating, reasoning and reflecting and are engendered by opportunities to generalise, challenge, find connections and 

to think critically and creatively. 

The Numeracy course provides opportunities for students to develop 21st-century knowledge, skills, understanding, values 

and attitudes. As part of this, students are encouraged to learn to use appropriate technology as an effective support for 

numerical and mathematical activities. 

What students learn 

The study of Numeracy in Stage 6 enables students to build on existing numeracy skills and to develop and improve their 

capability to: 

▪ interpret and use numerical information 

▪ solve problems using visual, spatial, financial and statistical literacy skills 

▪ think mathematically in practical situations 

▪ represent and communicate information 

▪ use the context to determine the reasonableness of solutions 
 

in order to manage situations and solve problems relating to their present and future needs. 

Year 11 course 

The Numeracy Year 11 course content comprises 2 modules. The modules are divided into content areas. 

Industries related to Mathematics CEC 

The knowledge and skills developed in this course can be applied across a range of career pathways. 

Industries related to this course include, but are not limited to: 

• Financial and Insurance Services 

• Manufacturing 

• Mining 

• Professional, scientific and technical services 

• Electricity, gas, water and waste services 
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Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation Studies (SLR) 
 

1 or 2 Units in Preliminary and/or HSC 

Board Endorsed Course - School Delivery 

Exclusions:  Students studying SLR must not study modules which duplicate PDHPE modules. 

 

What will I be doing in this course? 

This course enables students to further develop their understanding of, and competence in, a range of sports and 

recreational pursuits. They are encouraged to establish a lifelong commitment to being physically active and to achieving 

movement potential. 

 

The course provides the opportunity to specialise in areas of expertise or interest through optional modules such as: 

Athletics; Fitness; Specific Sports; Outdoor Recreation; Sports Administration; Coaching; Social Perspectives of Sport; Healthy 

Lifestyle; Games and Sports Applications and Individual Games. 

 

What will I be able to do at the end of this course? 

• Understand and appreciate the factors that influence health and participation in physical activity 

• Understand the principles that impact on quality of performance 

• Analyse and implement strategies to promote health, activity and enhanced performance 

• Identify the relationship between a healthy lifestyle and diet and exercise 

• Be aware of anatomy and physiology 

• Create and refine my own performance of movement skills and safe sporting practices. 

 

How will this course help me in the future? 

Students selecting this course should be interested in sport with a desire to explore the working and functions of the human 

body. This course would be of benefit to anyone interested in coaching, sport, the fitness industry, recreational education, 

physical education, nursing, occupational health, physiotherapy. 
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Vocational Curriculum Framework Courses  

   

 

Information for Students Undertaking School Delivered VET Courses 
The Wagga Wagga Registered Training Organisation (RTO) 90333 is responsible for Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) courses delivered in NSW public schools. 

 
VET courses offer dual accreditation and students who successfully complete these courses will gain unit credit 
toward their Higher School Certificate (HSC) and a nationally accredited qualification, Certificate or Statement 
of Attainment. 

 
NSW Education Standards (NESA) Board Developed Industry Curriculum Framework VET courses contribute to an 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 
 
Students must complete a 240 hour Board Developed Industry Curriculum Framework VET course to be eligible to 
sit the HSC examination for this course. Only ONE Category B course can be used towards an ATAR. 
NESA Board Endorsed VET Courses do not have a HSC Examination cannot be used towards an ATAR. 

 
Refer to the NSW Education Standards Authority website (NESA) for VET, any exclusions, rules and procedures. 

 

Optional External HSC Examination 
Students who sit for the optional HSC exam will have an estimate mark submitted to the NSW Education Standards 
(NESA) by the school. This estimate mark will only be used in the event of a claim of misadventure. 

 
Assessment Procedures 
Assessment of students in VET courses is competency based. This means that evidence of achievement of 
competency is produced by the student, collected by an assessor and judged against agreed industry standards. 
Assessments include those practical in nature and reflect the type of tasks that would be required to be performed 
in the workplace and written tasks that assess knowledge and understanding of concepts related to the course. 

 
Evidence of competence can be collected by the assessor in a variety of ways. Like all other HSC courses, some of 
the evidence collected will be through formal assessment tasks or events such as project work, presentation of 
portfolios and practical demonstrations. Students are deemed either competent or not competent following an 
assessment. 

 
No grades or marks are awarded through competency based assessments. The school will provide an assessment 

scope and sequence for each VET course. 

 
Student Selection, enrolment and induction procedures 
Stage 6 VET courses are available to all students in years 11 and 12 upon the completion of a RTO VET Enrolment 
Form with a validated Unique Student Identifier (USI). Year 9 do NOT undertake “early commencement/acceleration” 
of Stage 6 VET courses. Your school will seek RTO advice in regards to individual student learning plans. 

 
Students must complete a VET induction in class at the commencement of the course. Students sign a student 
declaration to confirm that they have completed the induction as part of their enrolment procedures. This 
induction will include information regarding the specific course they are studying, recognition of prior learning 
procedures (RPL), credit transfer (CT), assessment procedures, and information regarding student rights and 
responsibilities. Students are able to refer to the RTO’s Student Guide for VET process and procedure information 

VET Course Information for Students Public Schools NSW, Wagga Wagga RTO 90333 V1.5 June 2020 

 
 

Information for Students Undertaking 
School Delivered VET Courses 

Wagga Wagga RTO 90333 
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   Fees and charges 

 
Some VET courses attract a course cost. Where a course cost exists it will be indicated on the course 
information  page. More detailed information regarding fee charges and refund policies will be 
provided in the course induction  and on the course information sheet. 

 
VET Enrolment 
 
All students enrolled in a VET course must complete the RTO VET Enrolment Form as part of the subject 
selection    process. LLN testing is incorporated in the pre-enrolment process. 

 
Freedom of Information and Privacy 
 
Students’ rights to privacy and access to information are outlined in the Freedom of Information and 
Privacy policy. All staff members are required to abide by the Department’s Privacy Code of Practice. 

 
Credit Transfer and Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
 
Credit transfer (CT) is available to students who produce evidence of achievement of competency from 
another RTO. Schools will seek RTO advice on how this CT evidence is to be validated. RPL may also be 
available to students who can provide sufficient evidence of skills attained previously. RPL applications 
must be completed on enrolment or before training. Students seeking RPL should follow the RPL 
procedure outlined in the RTO Student Guide. 

 
Work Placement 
 
Seventy (70) hours of work placement per 240 hours of study is a mandatory HSC component of many 
VET courses. Failure to complete mandatory work placement will mean that a student will receive an “N” 
determination for the subject and as a result may be ineligible for the award of the HSC. Students will be 
provided with additional work placement information in the course induction. Work placement induction 
will also be undertaken to assist students to be work ready before the first work placement. Students are 
required to complete a Work Placement Journal during work placement. 

 
School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBATs) 

The SBAT Program provides students with the opportunity to include a recognised VET qualification 

within their HSC and to combine this with paid work. 

 
SBATs must complete formal training that is delivered by a RTO. The formal training must meet the 

requirements of the relevant Vocational Training Order (VTO) for that apprenticeship or traineeship 

vocation, and lead to a nationally recognised qualification. The formal training component of a SBAT will 

contribute unit credit towards the HSC. 

 
Students wanting to find out more information regarding SBATs should contact the school’s careers 
adviser. The following website is also a key source of information regarding SBATs: 
www.sbatinnsw.info 

 

Unique Student Identifier 
All students undertaking Nationally Recognised Training delivered by a Registered Training Organisation 
must have a Unique Student Identifier (USI) on enrolment. 
 

The USI provides easy access through an online account to all VET training records and results throughout 
life. 

http://www.sbatinnsw.info/
http://www.sbatinnsw.info/
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6. Preliminary Studies and HSC Studies Checklist 

 

Note: All requirements apply to BOTH Preliminary and HSC course patterns Higher School Certificate. 

 

Does your Pattern of Study meet the following requirements? 

 

 12 Units of courses in Preliminary studies, 10 Units of courses in HSC studies 

 

 At least 2 Units of a Board Developed Course in English 

 

 At least 6 Units of Board Developed Courses 

 

 At least three courses of 2 Units value or greater (either Board Developed or Board Endorsed 

Courses) 

 

 At least four subjects 

 

 Maximum of 6 units of Science in Preliminary studies, 7 units in HSC studies with Extension Science 

 

 2 Unit Beginner Language course only if minimal previous study or knowledge of the 

language 

 

 

Reminder: 

 

1. Students seeking an ATAR must have 10 units of Board Developed HSC courses to meet university requirements.  

 

2. The school will need to ensure that NESA requirements are met in cases of accumulation, acceleration, 

repetition, recognition of prior learning and in any cases of unsatisfactory completion of course requirements. 

 

3. Department of Education curriculum directives (e.g. sport, 25 hours of Life Ready etc) are implemented by the 

school and are requirements of enrolment rather than NESA determinations. 

 

4. When you select your courses we suggest that you consider electing 6 x 2 unit Board Developed Courses. 

Selection of Board Developed Courses will provide you with greater flexibility in post school options. 
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